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WHO DARES WINS 



SAS SMOCK. Standard issue for members of Special Air 
Service Regiment. Its windproof material, light weight and 
fast drying qualities have long made it the first choice of 
professional soldiers. Made from MOD disruptive 
pattern tight weave cotton, it is handmade to 
the highest specification. Among its many 
exceptional features are: 

Light weight — 2 lbs., 2 02 . Quick drying — 
aiding body heat retention. Breathable — 
allows vapour to disperse. Windproof — re¬ 
ducing wind chill. Lined hood with draw 
cords. Four bellow pockets with large matt 
green buttons. Shoulder pocket for pens. 

Drawstring at waist and hem. Heavy duty 
metal zipper with coldweather tag. Vel¬ 
cro front fastening storm flap. Velcro 
cuffs. Inside breast pocket. Inside 
back pocket into which the Smock 
can be rolled to make a pillow. 

Warm in the winter, cool in 
the summer, the SAS 
Smock is suitable for 
both professional 
and general use. 


Medium 40”-42” chest. Large 42”-44” chest. Note: The 
Smock is generously cut to wear over 
clothes. Item #1500, Medium $124.95. 

Item #1501, Large $124.95. 
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DRAGON LADY OF THE NINJA 

by Ashida Kim 

Here are the secrets of the deadly 
sisterhood of the Ninja—the Kunoi- 
chi. These are the tactical strategies 
of death and destruction where size 
and weight make no difference. 
Step-by-step instructionsare for the 
Stroke of Death, Breaking the Bal¬ 
ance, Taking Off the Hand, and 
more. Don't miss this exciting new 
book. 514 x 814, softcover, illus., 
112 pp. $10.00 


THE MINI-14 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 


Use this home workshop guide to convert your Mini into a 
selective-fire, silenced, S.W.A.T-type weapon capable of 
field-clearing firepower. Provides complete workshop 
plans. 40 close-up photos and full-scale templates. This 
conversion process requires no machining or special tools. 
Once completed, it takes just five minutes to drop in the 
Automatic Connector (the book’s secret!) or remove it as 
needed. Also includes detailed plans for a quick-and-easy 
caliber .223 silencer. 9x12, softcover, photos, templates. 
72 pp. $12.00 


THE COLT .45 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 

The long wait is over! The ultimate selective-fire conversion for the famed Colt .45 is here! All 
original components are retained, and only three functional parts have been added, each of 
which can be built using common hand tools. All conversion parts are readily removable and 
do not alter the original functioning of the weapon. The Ingenious automatic tripping 
device—a feature never before incorporated in any machine pistol of this type—provides for 
trouble-free operation. A revolutionary, compact, removable folding metal front grip aids in 
controlling the gun when firing full auto. Carefully researched and thoroughly tested for 
reliability, this conversion system works with outstanding accuracy and safety. An efficient 
silencer can also be made following the simple silencer design illustrated herein. 9x12, 
softcover, illus., photos, templates, 88 pp. $12.00 
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NINJA SHURIKEN THROWING 
The Weapon of Stealth 

by Sid Campbell 

Silent, deadly, treacherous, easily 
hidden. Each ol these words de¬ 
scribes the invincible Ninja—and 
his lethal weapon, the shuriken 
(“Throwing Star ”). Shuriken styles 
and composition, gripping and 
throwing methods, trajectory,target 
areas, penetration characteristics, 
fighting tactics, and more are in¬ 
cluded. 514 x 0V4, softcover, illus.. 
photos. 152 pp $12.00 


DEAD CLIENTS 

DONT PAY 

TO KMHIb NAN UAL 



LEROY THOMPSON 


DEAD CLIENTS DON’T PAY 
The Bodyguard’s Manual 

by Leroy Thompson 
Now, learn the business of body- 
guarding like it really is! Topics in¬ 
clude checking for auto tampering, 
home and office security, weapons' 
selection, assessing the threatsand 
more. Illustrations detail car and 
grounds security. Here are the 
glamour, the guns, the facts of the 
trade. 514 x 814, softcover, 120 pp. 

$10.00 


SECRETS OF THE NINJA 

by Ashida Kim 

This is the real thing —oneot the few 
comptefe, hardcover studies of this 
terrifying and deadly martial art. Text 
and photos illustrate Ninja princi¬ 
ples of invisibility, covert entry, 
escape and evasion, assassination, 
sentry removal, meditation, mind 
clouding and much more. 514 x 814, 
hardcover, 200 photos, 168 pp. 

$16.95 


1985 MILITARY HISTORY CALENDAR 

by Raymond Lyman 

War veterans, history buffs, world citizens: this unique, 
attractive calendar was written for you! Eac h and every day 
features a military event in modern history covering every 
major war, decade and area of the globe. And 57 photos, 
rare and famous, show battles, weaponry and notorious 
fighters. Which great eventin history happened theday you 
were born? Here are more interesting facts than you’ve 
ever before seen assembled. Learn something new each 
day. 12 x 13,B&W. - $8.95 



BOUNTY HUNTER 

by Bob Burton 

Adventure is his occupation^ hefty 
commission is his reward. He is a 
professional bounty hunter, and he 
stalks the most elusive of all prey—a 
wanted man. Here is the businessas 
told by a pro. Learn how to get your 
first job, track a fugitive, arrest him 
and turn him over to the police. 
Included ts a state-by-state listing of 
laws. 514 x 814, softcover, 136 pp. 

$10.00 
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THE RUGER 1022 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 


Here is a conversion system you can bet your life on! Now 
you can transform your Ruger 1022 into a selective-fire, 
close-combat gun you can trust. With simple hand tools, 
you can build the parts that will convert your trusty Ruger 
1022 into a selective-fire weapon that can fire over 1,000 
rounds per minute on full auto—all without modifying the 
receiver or trigger housing in any way. Just drop in the 
conversion parts, and you’re ready for whatever—or 
whomever—comes. Over 60 explicit photos, machinist’s 
drawings and full-scale templates accompany the de¬ 
tailed instructions for making this conversion foolproof. 
9 x 12, softcover, illus., 96 pp. $12.00 



OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 


COMBAT SURVIVAL... $14.95 

REMINGTON 1100 EXOTIC 
WEAPON SYSTEM . $12.00 

CHINA’S NINJA 

CONNECTION ... $16.95 

HOW TO FIND ANYONE 
ANYWHERE. . $19.95 

COMMANDO FIGHTING 
TECHNIQUES ....$10.00 

THE AR-7 EXOTIC WEAPONS 
SYSTEM $12.00 

SPECIAL FORCES MEDICAL 

HANDBOOK. $14.95 


HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON 
ANYBODY $30.00 

U.S, ARMY 

COUNTERTERRORISM $14.95 

SILENCERS IN THE 1980S $12.00 

SPECIAL FORCES OPERATIONAL 

TECHNIQUES.$14.95 

UP YOURS!. ... $12.95 

NINJA DEATH TOUCH $10.00 

AN INFANTRYMAN’S GUIDE TO 
URBAN COMBAT . $14.95 

I HATE YOU!.$12.95 

DRAGONS TOUCH. $10.00 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


FIND ’EM FAST 

A Private Investigator's Workbook 

by John O. McCann 
Here are the worksheets—and ac¬ 
companying text on how to use 
them—that real working private in¬ 
vestigators need. Set up in 014 x 11 
format, these useful tools are ready 
for on-the-job use. Included are the 
methods tor getting data and 43 
pages of source info that are indis¬ 
pensable. 814 x 11. softcover, 168 pp. 

$ 12.00 



GET EVEN: 


MAD AS HELL 

A Master Tome of Revengemanshij 

Tired of feeling like the underdog? 
Let Mad As Hell put you on top of 
your enemies as you fcecomea mas¬ 
ter of revengemansnip. Learn how to 
get even with a two-timing lover an 
overbearing boss, bothersome mail¬ 
order companies, and others. Here 
are over 120 peevish pranks to re¬ 
duce your mark to a whimpering 
mass of paranoia. For entertainment 
only! 514 x 814, hardcover, 168 pp. 

$12.95 


The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks 

A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big busi¬ 
ness, government, and enemies. 
More sophisticated and involved 
tricks are included, such as ones 
devised by CIA and Mafia members 
and political dirty tricksters. Over 80 
sections present dirty tricks ranging 
from the simple to the elaborate. 514 
x 8V4, hardcover, 192 pp. $ 12.95 


THE RUGER PISTOL EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 

For the first time, conversion plans for a super-compact, 
selective-fire machine pistol! Turn your Ruger Mark I or II 
into a fistful of power—without modifying the receiver or 
bolt group and using hand-built parts. This ingenious con¬ 
version fires from the original closed bolt system—making 
firing extremely accurate—and uses original trigger parts. 
The detachable auto tripperdevice can readily be removed 
for semiauto shooting only. Machinist’s drawings, full- 
scale templates and pnotosaccompany directions. 9x12, 
softcover, illus., 96 pp. $12.00 
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DE-BRIEF 

by Dale A. Dye, Executive Editor 


I T came as no surprise to anyone 
who has served time in the turbu¬ 
lent Middle East, but the latest 
bombing in Beirut grabbed middle 
Americans by the stacking swivel 
again and raised fearful questions 
about our ability to prevent terrorist 
attacks. Maybe this time — in the 
echo of Taps for two more U.S. mili¬ 
tary men killed in the attack on our 
temporary Embassy — the fog of fuz¬ 
zy thinking and bureaucratic hand- 
wringing will lift. 

Perhaps now Americans will begin 
to understand how unprepared to 
combat terrorism their military is 
and demand action. If that happens 
— and if the politicians allow our 
military leaders to take the neces¬ 
sary steps — then the lives of all the 
military men and civil¬ 
ians killed by terrorists 
in Lebanon and else¬ 
where around the world 
will not have been given 
in vain. 

Action is certainly 
what’s required. Virtu¬ 
ally everyone in the mil¬ 
itary and in Congress is 
aware of that. The bot¬ 
tom line of the report 
issued by the commis¬ 
sion investigating the 
terrorist attack on the 
U.S. Marine Battalion Landing Team 
headquarters in Beirut which took 
the lives of 241 men was clear and 
unequivocal. “Combating terrorism 
requires an active policy,” the com¬ 
mission headed by retired Navy 
Adm. Robert L. J. Long concluded. 
“A reactive policy only forfeits the 
initiative to the terrorists.” That 
should constitute ioud, clear orders 
for our military formations but the 
exact direction of march remains un¬ 
clear for a lot of good reasons. 

Do we simply locate the cells of 
cold-blooded killers, fix bayonets 
and feed ’em steel? Certainly re¬ 
venge would be sweet, especially for 
the families and buddies of those 
who have been killed, but such 
strikes would not do much to pre¬ 
vent further terrorist attacks. Fana¬ 
tics who wound up wiggling on the 


pointy end of an American bayonet 
would simply be turned into inspir¬ 
ational martyrs for some radical 
cause. Their beady-eyed buddies 
would not hesitate to retaliate. Ter¬ 
rorists who are shot-through with 
blind, uncompromising zeal don’t 
mind dying. In fact, some of them 
revel in it and their leaders certainly 
don’t consider potential casualties 
when they plan an attack. 

Do we beef-up physical security at 
all government installations around 
the world and turn them into impreg¬ 
nable fortresses? We could but we’d 
get little important military or civi¬ 
lian work or training done in the 
wake of such precautions. More im¬ 
portantly, such reaction would show 
the bended knee to terrorists whose 
objective is to bring the 
operation of American 
government to a halt. 
Cowering behind thick 
brick walls or security 
fences is the same as 
surrender in the terror¬ 
ist handbook. 

Certainly we must 
vastly improve our in¬ 
telligence gathering 
and dissemination pro¬ 
cedures but that alone 
will not prevent attacks 
or keep us from over¬ 
reacting to intentional disinforma¬ 
tion or false alarms from the relative¬ 
ly harmless radical fringe elements. 
There is a potential for becoming so 
wrapped around the intelligence 
axle that our military wheels cannot 
roll. 

Sadly, there is really no fool-proof 
way a civilized nation can totally pre¬ 
vent terrorist attacks. We can, 
however, rob these devious dirt-bags 
of their victories. The sole object of 
terrorism is terror. Americans — in 
uniform and out — can flatly refuse 
to be intimidated by such sneak 
attacks. We refused to crumble and 
cry after a single, devastating sneak 
attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941. We 
need to show similar fortitude in the 
face of international terrorism. 

Continued on page 136 
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5 U.S. Military Fatigues 

Latest issue. Heavy-duty blend of 50/50 
cotton-nylon with special reinforcement in 
elbows, seat and knees. Jocket has 4 large 
cargo pockets. Pants have 2 slash pockets, 
2 rear pockets, 2 large cargo pockets on 
legs. Jacket: specify S (33-37). M (37-41), 

L (41-45), XL (45-up). Pants: specify S (27-31), 
M (31-35), L (35-39), XL (39-43). Available in 
Woodland Camouflage (W) USMC Tiger- 
stripe (50/50 cotton-poiy) (T). Day Desert (D). 
*0141( )0 Jacket $2*95 Sale $24.95 

*0142( )0 Trousers SS^-TS'Sale $24.95 


1 Mitchell AR-50 Accessory 
Package 

Black space age nylon pistol grip and 
nickel-plated steel telescoping buttstock. 
Locks open and closed. Compact—26” 
overall when closed. Regular size open. 
Unique design grip will house original 10- 
round magazine. Ventilated forend covers 
50% of barrel and 

ing even with hot barrel. This amazing 
accessory also reduces the 
by approximately one-half pound. 
*242000 $69.95 


difference! 


3 Boy's Jungle Fatigue Suit 

Fantastic for rugged outdoor wear-and- 
tear or for hunting with Dad. Pants have 2 
front pockets, 2 back pockets with flaps, 
and 2 cargo pockets. Jacket has 2 breast 
pockets with flaps. Made of U.S. Military 
type twill. Sizes: 8,10,12,14.16.Jacket avail¬ 
able in Tigerstripe (T). Pants available in 
Tigerstripe (T), and Black (S). Specify. 
*Q157( }0 Jacket $14.95 

*0156( JO Pants $16.95 

4 "Pineapple’ 1 Hand Grenade 

Completely inerts and harmless, but it 
looks like the real thing. Detachable firing 
lever. 

*1721G0 $6.95 


AR-7 50-rd. Mitchell Drum Mag. 

Designed for easy loading, reliable func¬ 
tioning and durability. Full 50 round 
capacity. Markings on the back keep you 
informed of remaining rounds. 

*193300 $29.95 

Mitchell 50rd Mag. for 10/22 Rifle 

*193000 $29.95 

2 Military Mag-Lite 
The world-famous Mag-Lite in olive drab 
green. Anodized aluminum case is acid 
and corrosion resistant. Light adjusts from 
strong spot to flood beam. Same rugged 
features as regular Mag-Lites except 
comes with a military style ring for attach¬ 
ing lanyard. Uses D-cell batteries . 

*3201G1 2-cell $19.95 

*3201G2 3-cell $21.95 


11 Genuine Viet Nam Jungle Hat 

Proven in the jungles of Viet Nam, extra- 
wide brim hat with a bandelero band 
protects you from the hot sun. 50/50 nylon- 
cotton is water repellent, cool. Perfect for 
hunting or boating. Specify: S (7); M (7%); 
L(7H):XL(7H). 

*0127W0 Woodland Camo $11.95 

*0127G0 OD Green $11.95 


6 GI M-65 Field Jacket 

The very latest US Army issue field jacket 
made of 50/50 nylon-cotton with gov’t. 
Quarpel water repellency. Features a zip- 
In hood, heavy-duty front zipper plus snap 
closures, drawstrings at both the waist and 
cottom of the jacket—plus extra room in 
the shoulders for complete freedom of 
movement. Sizes: S, M, L, XL. Sale 

*01O7G0 O.D. Green $43^5 $39.95 
*0107W0 Woodland Camo. $49-95 $39.95 
GI M-65 Jacket Liner 
Cold weather liner that turns the M-65 into 
an all weather jacket. Sizes: S, M, L, XL. 
*01O7A0 
$19.95 


7 Little Black Box 

Automatically starts recorder when tele¬ 
phone is picked up. Records entire con¬ 
versation on both sides. Then automatically 
stops recorder when phone is hung up! It 
can be attached anywhere along the line 
and plugs into ANY recorder and causes 
absolutely no interference or noise on the 
phone. MINIATURE! Only 2" x 2” x 
Warning; this device is not to be used for 
surveillance! 

Alligator clip hook-up 
*310101 $2*93 Sale $24.95 

Modular plug-in hook-up 
* 310102 
$£3*93 Sale 


8 Folding Trench Knife 

The 354" stainless steel blade folds con¬ 
veniently into the unique 5" steel "knuckle 
buster” handle for protection and safety. 

Length open—854", 

*172010 $13*93 Sale $9.95 

9 Parellex Fanny Pack 

For the hunter or military man. Roomy main 
cargo pocket with zipper flap. Approxi¬ 
mately 340 cu. in. of storage space. Plus, 
it has three large outside pockets designed 
to hold a AR-15/M-16 or Mini-14, 30 round 
clip. 154" wide waist belt features Fastex" 
buckle. Made of polyurethane coated 
Cordura. Size: 7%" x 3" x 15". 

*2922W0 Woodland Camo. $19.95 

*2922S0 Black $19.95 

10 The Guardfather™ Discreet, Effective 
Protection. Powerful sprlng-iooded hardened 4)4" 
steel shaft snaps open in 1/250th sec., locks 
open. Knurled grip prevents slip¬ 
ping. Blued finish. 10J4" 
open, 5 Ya‘ closed. 

*173200 $29.95 


12 8-Shot Tear Gas Revolver 

Fires 8.22 caliber teargasor blanks in seconds. 
*260110 Blue $ 9.95 

*260120 Chrome $10.95 

13 .22 Caliber Tear Gas Automatic 

Fires 6-.22 caliber tear gas or blanks as 
fast as you can pull the trigger. 

*260510 Blue $10.95 

*260520 Chrome $11.95 

*260202 Cartridges. (10) $2.95 

*260204 Blanks (100) $3.95 


FOR FAST DELIVERY-CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-323-3233 
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19 British Commando Knife 

This is the famed Sykes-Fairbaim knife 
made in Sheffield. England. Originally 
designed for the British Commandos in 
WW II. 6" double edge razor sharp blade 
delivers instant death. Complete with 
black leather sheath. 

*170300 $24.95 


SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED OR 
YOUR MONEY 
i BACK! 


22 USAF N-2B Flyer's Short Parka 

Current issue Air Force issue cold weather 
jacket. Adjustable fur-trimmed hood, 
knitted wristlets and waistband. Storm flap 
secured by zipper and buttons. 2 outer and 
2 inner slash pockets with snaps plus zipper 
cigarette pocket on left sleeve. 100% nylon 
outershell with extra warm 100% polyester 
fiber fill. Sizes: S. M. L, XL. 

*012100 


14 The Bionic Ear 

Extremely sensitive pointable, electronic 
listening device the size of a flashlight. 
Amplifies sounds and passes them on to 
the user through stereo headphones 
which are included. It is used extensively 
by hunters, bird wotchers. security and 
taw enforcement personnel. The Bionic 
Ear can hear a whisper at 100 yards, feet 
scuffling in a warehouse at 200 feet or 
more. It can hear o car door shutting at 
5 blocks and a coon dog on the trail up 
to 2 miles away. Uses a 9 volt battery. 
Warning: this device is not intended as 
an eavesdropping device. 

*310300 $69.95 


Sale $69.95 


WW I Trench Knife 

An exact reproduction of the famous World 
War I trench knife. It has the "Knuckle 
Buster" grip, a double edged 6" polished 
biade and a solid brass handle. This is 
truly a collectors item. Overall length 11". 
*171910 $19.95 

16 Individual Equipment 
Camouflage Face Paint *363101 $1.25 
Gl Flashlight *3614G0 $5.95 

Gl Sunburn Cream *362700 $1.00 

Gl Water Purification Tablet *362200 $1.00 
Gl LSA Weapons Oil *362000 $2.00 

Gl Aluminum Canteen *361700 $2.95 

Gl Plastic Canteen *361900 $1.95 

Gl Stainless Cup *361600 $11.95 

Gl Canteen Cover *3618G0 $6.95 


USAF L-2B 
Flight Jacket 

Official Air 

Force Lightzone S T 

(Lightweight 

issue). Sage Green with International 
Orange lining 100% polyester with knit 
collar, cuffs and waistband. 2 inner and 2 
outer pockets plus zipper cigarette pocket 
on left sleeve. Sizes: S, M, L, XL. 

*012900 Sale $39.95 

USAF MA-1 Flyer’s Jacket 

Same as L2-B but with 100% polyester bat¬ 
ting lining for warmth in all but coldest 
weather. No epaulets. SageGreen-Orange 
lining. Sizes: S. M, L, XL. 

*0134G0 $4£J95Sale $39.95 


Steiner 8 x 30 

V Combat Binoculars 

One of the world’s most 
versatile binoculars. 

Designed for field use and jungle combat. 
From rolling waves to the bumpy ride of an 
oli-terrain vehicle. Rugged rubber armor¬ 
ing lens cap and strap. Multi-coated 
optics. Magnification: 8x, Field of view: 

426 tt./IOOO yds. Weighs only 17 ozs, 2.2" x 
4.6" x 6.8". 

*090200 Sale $129.95 


17 Camouflage Ranger Vest 

This new vest has a pocket for everything. 
Back pockets, front pockets, side pockets, 
bellows pockets, hidden pockets, a total 
of eight. Woodland Camouflage cotton 
blend with shirt-tail sides, and hide-away 
hood in collar. A rugged action vest that is 
also good looking and functional Sizes: 

S.M.L.XL. *0148C0 $39.95 


Mini-14 Pistol 
Grip Stock 

Made of DuPont Zytel* ST-801, the toughest 
plastic made, used for military rifles. Stock 
has an ofthand shooting notch and a 1" 
rubber recoil pad. The ultimate Mini-14 
stock. Fits 181,182 and later models. 
*400200 $49.95 


Ordering Information! To order by mail, use 
coupon or separate sheet. Mail payment or 
credit card information. For questions or 
information call 1-312-766-1150. To order 
by phone use credit card number. Call 
1-800-323-3233. Have all information 
ready. MINIMUM ORDER $10.00. 


18 Lifeknife Commando 

The best survival knife there is. Razor-sharp 
6" blade constructed from 440C stainless 
steel heat treated to RH57-58. Aircraftaiumi- 
num hollow handle is waterproof and con¬ 
tains wire saw. matches, survival fish hooks, 
assorted split shot, 20 ft. of 10 lb. test line, 6 ft. 
snare utility wire; needles; sutures. Black 
leather belt sheath, thongs and sharpening 
stone. A Jeweled compassbulltintothecap. 
12" overall. 

*1722SQ _ $49.95 

The Black Book Of Dirty Tricks. "Improvised 
Munitions Handbook” is the most sought 
after here-to-fore impossible to obtain Army 
Manual. Includes revealing chapters on: 
Mines & Grenades. Small Arms Weapons & 
Ammo, Mortars & Rockets, Incendiary De¬ 
vices, Fuses, Ignition & Delay Mechanisms. 
Plus how to manufacture Rocket Launch¬ 
ers, Pistols, Shotguns, and Recoilless Rifles 
from easy to obtain materials and much, 
much more! New expanded edition! 
Limited Number available! ORDER NOW! 
b BB _ $10.00 


Clips 8r Magazines 

Pachmayr Stainless Steel .45 Magazine. 

The most precisely manufactured, fastest 
action clip you’ll ever own. Has custom 
rounded follower and combat bumper. 
*193110 $19.95 

Browning Hl-Power 9mm Mag. 13 shot. 
*191620 $15.00 

AR-15/M-16. 30-shot Magazine. 

*191220 $7.95 

M-1 Carbine. 30-shot Magazine Blue Steel. 
*190420 $5.00 

Uzi 9mm. 32-shot Magazine. 

*192620 $14.95 

20-shot Blue Magazine for Mini-14* 
*190720 $9.95 

30-shot Blue Magazine for Mini-14 * 
*190820 $12.95 

40-shot Blue Magazine for Mini-14' 
*191020 $24.95 

20-shot Stainless Magazine for Mini-14”. 
*220600 $14.95 

30-shot Stainless Magazine for Mini-14*. 
*220601 $24.95 

40-shot Stainless Magazine for Mini-14'. 
*220602 $29.95 


ff) Dept. 413 1285 MARK STREET 

^ BENSENVILLE, 1L 60106 



ffs#* 

| NAME_ 


□ CHECK ENCLOSED □ MONEY ORDER 
CHARGE MY: □ MASTERCARD □ VISA 

□ AMERICAN EXPRESS □ DINERS CLUB 


EXP. DflTE.- 

CHEDIT 
CARD NO. - 


TOTAL 


QTY. 

NUMBER 

DESCRIPTION/SIZE/COLOR 

PRICE 


















SUB TOTAL 
SHIPPING/ 
HANDLING - 

TAX 


$3.50 


ADDRESS. 
CITY._ 


.STATE _ 


.ZIP. 


No item is intended for sale in those areas where prohibited by law. Local restrictions and regulations may limit or prohibit the purchase, carrying or use of certain items. 
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P urple heart 

UPGRADE... 

America’s award for 
wounds in combat will 
now go in front of your 
Bronze Star... if your 
Star was awarded for 
acheivement or service. 

According to the ’85 
Defense Authorization 
Bill, winners of the Purple 
Heart will wear the award 
immediately after the 
serviceman’s lowest 
award for valor. Before 
this legislation, the medal 
for shedding blood in 
battle rated just above the 
Good Conduct Medal. 


A irborne 

VETERANS... 

Open to all veterans or 
active-duty members of 
airborne units, or service 
personnel who 
participated in airborne or 
air-assault combat 
operations, the Allied 
Airborne Association is 
planning a reunion at the 
Embers Inn, Carlisle, Pa., 
31 July — 3 August 
1985. Get more info or 
subscribe to their 
newsletter by contacting 
them at Allied Airborne 
Association, Dept. SOF, 
117 Milton Ave., Staten 
Island, NY 10306. Phone: 
(212) 979-1950. 


F rog 
feet. .. 

Honorary Life Member 
Robert K. Brown urges all 
qualified vets to join the 
Webfooted Warriors 
Association (Dept SOF, 
Suite 1016, 8033 Sunset 
Blvd., Hollywood, CA 
90046-2497). Joiners 
should be members or 
veterans of a Navy 
Combat Demolition Unit, 
Underwater Demolition 
Team, SEAL team or 
Swimmer Delivery 
Vehicle Team. 


bulletin! 

BOARDS 




Bob Brown and Glenn Choate congratulate John 
Shaw (center), winner of SOF’s Three Gun 
International and Choate’s $10,000 first-place 
purse. 


T hree gun 

INTERNATIONAL... 

Not the least of the successes of the ’84 SOF 
Convention was the Three Gun International 
combat match. Recognized as the World Series 
of combat shooting, the IPSC-sanctioned course 
of fire pits the world’s best shooters against each 
other in an exercise demanding speed, accuracy 
and the ability to handle tactical situations with 
rifle, shotgun and pistol. 

The top fifteen for ’84’s match are, in order: 
John Shaw, J. Michael Plaxco, Ron Yurczak 
(Tyro Award), Brian Enos, Ron Sharp, Jim 
Clark, Jr., David R. Watson (Top Cop Award), 
Tom Campbell, Stu Mullins, Tim Knutson, Bill 
Rogers, Bill Wilson, A1 Allen, David Pinkley and 
Mike Schaefer. Event awards: Rifle, Ron Sharp; 
Pistol, Tom Campbell; Shotgun, John Shaw. 
Special awards: Robert E. Bannister. Median 
Award; Lee Cole, Top Lady; John J. Trapini, 
Century Award; Thomas C. Shattock, Melissa 
Rose, Henry Stemman, Sandy Dunn and Jack 
N. Rogers, Anchor Chain. 

Match sponsors are, by shooter’s award: First, 
Choate Machine & Tool Co,, $10,000; Second, 
Heckler & Koch, $5000; Third, Beretta U.S.A., 
$4000; Fourth, Omega Group, $3000; Fifth, 
Sturm, Ruger & Co., $2000; Sixth, Atlantic 
Research and Marketing Systems, $1000; 
Seventh, Lanchester/Sterling Armament, Ltd., 
$950; Eighth through Fifteenth Places, Bianchi 
Gunleather, $5000; Top Rifle, Springfield 
Armory, $1000; Top Pistol, Rogers Holster Co. 
$1000; Top Shotgun, L.L. Baston & Co., 
$1000; Top Military, Clayco Sports, $1000; Top 
Police, Top Woman, Marex/I.A.C., $2000; Top 
Foreign, MilArms, $1000; Tyro Award, Arminex, 
$1000; Median Award, Combat Handguns 
Magazine, $500; Century Award, A1 Mar Knives, 
$500; Anchor Chain. SOF Staff, $500. 

Watch for complete coverage of the world’s 
greatest combat match in next month’s SOF. 


S ALVADORAN/NICARAGUAN 
DEFENSE FUND... 

These are September ’84’s 
contributors to the fight against 
communist tyrrany in Central 
America. 

Terry Luce: boot socks. Jonathan 
Paxton: bandages. Thaddeus P. 
Wojcek III. Phil Crettol: field gear, 
med supplies, Donald Giles: $50. G. 
Wright: bandoliers. Wm. Graziano: 
insect repellant, Breakfree. Harry 
Bird: $25, field gear. Mike McPike: 
med supplies, 200 pr. boot socks. 
Gary Olivieri: field gear, rifle scope. 
Albert Walter: field gear. L. Wenzel: 
field gear. Raymond Fischer: field 
gear. Daniel Shaw: clothing. Fenton 
Hughes: $25. Ron Hemenway: $25. 
PVT Darryl Maurer: $10. Stephen 
Sczurek: clothing, field gear. 

Terrence Rohrer, James M. Horvath: 
field gear. Phillip W.W. Herzen berg: 
field gear. 40mm grenade vest, air 
panels. Jim Waterstrat: boots. SSGT 
Frank Irons: med supplies. WOl 
Richard Smiley: medical supplies. 
Robert G. Wheaton: $100. Wm. M. 
Barlow: $10. Stuart Barbano: $20, 
clothes. Gary Franklin: metal 
detectors, scuba gear. Pete Sherrill: 
C-rats, field gear. 

Salvadoran soldier inventories boxes 
of medical supplies donated by SOF 
readers through Salvadoran/ 
Nicaraguan Defense Fund. 
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HK MP5 is now available to civilian Class-3 
dealers, along with the rest of H&K’s line of 
full-auto firearms. Photo: Peter G. Kokalis 


G erman rock 

4 N’ ROLL... 

Heckler & Koch will now sell full-auto firearms 
to civilian Class-3 dealers. Previously, H&K 
automatic weapons were available only to police 
and military. Auto-arms inquiries should be 
addressed to Heckler & Koch, Dept. SOF, 

14601 Lee Road, Chantilly, VA 22021. ATTN: 
John Bressem. 
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C ollector bags 

SOV ADMIRAL... 

’Fess up, medal collectors: the USSR 
newspaper Izvestia says one of you killed Vice 
Admiral Grigori N. Kholostyakov for his rare and 
unusual medals. Murdered 21 July 1983, the 
death was reported in Izvestia in December of 
that year, but no explanation was made until a 
year later, when Prosecutor Sergei Emelyanov 
mentioned it as his most memorable recent case, 
claiming its solution helped unearth 40 similar 
crimes in 10 Soviet cities. 

SOF has a hint for the Collector, though: If he 
really wants to collect some medals he should 
check out the crowd on top of Lenin's tomb on 
May Day. 


B E KIND 

TO GOOT... 

SOF’s favorite contract 
artist, Jim Guttenberg, 
has been chastised by the 
Humane Society for 
making “a joke of 
questionable taste” by 
printing recipes using 
dogs and cats. God only 
knows what the Society 
would have thought of 
Parisians eating zoo 
animals during the 
Franco-Prussian War. 

But then again, the 
Parisians probably 
wouldn't have cared. 
Order your copy of the 
The Green Beret 
Gourmet , already 
described — and 
recommended — in SOF, 
from Jim Guttenberg, 
Dept. SOF, 1225-C S. 
Florida Ave., Rockledge, 
FL 32955. It's yours for 
$9.95. 


M acv 

CADRE... 

Earl Bleacher's MACV 
Recondo School article of 
September ’84 excited 
lots of mail, both from the 
curious and from those 
who were there. We’re 
glad to please. 

For those who taught 
at the School, James W. 
Alexander (1627 Osage 
Unit 4 Apt 2, Box 5103. 
Dalhart. TX 79022) 
would like to hear from 
his former colleagues. 


T errorist 
logistics... 

The U.S. Arms Control 
and Disarmament Agency 
charges that the USSR 
has become the world’s 
greatest arms dealer. 

Some 37 percent of 
known arms transfers to 
developing countries in 
1982 were made by the 
Soviet Union, with most 
of those sales going to the 
Middle East. 


R ecognition 

FOR CONTRIBUTORS 

Any individual who contributes 
1) funds, medical supplies or medi¬ 
cine to Refugee Relief Internation¬ 
al, Inc., 2) funds to the Afghan Free¬ 
dom Fighters Fund or 3) equipment 
to the Salvadoran Army or Miskito 
Indians has the option of having his 
name mentioned in SOF with the 
amount of money or equipment 
donated. If you wish to be so recog¬ 
nized, please indicate this with your 
donation. 


T rick 

OR TREAT... 

UNICEF (United Nations 
Childrens Fund, the acronym comes 
from the old United Nations 
International Children’s Emergency 
Fund) medical kits have been found 
on dead Vietnamese troops in 
Kampuchea, according to an SOF 
source in Paris. At best, these 
valuable medical supplies were 
diverted from legitimate United 
Nations shipments to the Vietnamese 
invasion force. 

Don’t send UNICEF donations 
until they develop a better system of 
accounting and accountability. 


A id for victory 

IN CENTRAL AMERICA... 

Even the New York Times has 
admitted the Salvos have turned the 
guerrilla tide. . .although we’d been 
telling you that for months before 
they figured it out. But the battle 
isn’t over. When you’ve thrown 
back the assault, it’s time to commit 
reserves. 

If you have even $10 to help 
Refugee Relief International, Inc., 
(RRII) field more medical teams in 
combat zones, this is the time to 
send it. Your dollars in Central 
America can support the fight 
against guerrilla terrorism in Central 
America, and alleviate the suffering 
of civilian victims. 

September contributors who 
consented to be recognized are: 
Frank Carpenter, Emery Worldwide 
of Albany, N.Y., $307. Robert G. 
Wheaton, $50. 

RRII, 1105 Balmora Drive, 
Lafayette, CO 80026. 
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V IETNAM 
FICTION... 

A major New York 
publisher wants to print 
an SOF series of novels 
on the Vietnam War. If 
you have a novel up to 
SOF standards in the 
works or done — except 
for finding a publisher — 
contact Kevin Steele, 
SOF, F.O. Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306. 
Phone: (303) 449-3750. 


S OLDIER OF 
FORTUNE 
KILLERS... 

Dr. Park Elliott Dietz, 
University of Virginia 
professor of Law and 
Psychiatry, has discovered 
that unemployed San 
Diego McDonalds 
mass-murderer James 
Oliver Huberty fits the 
“Soldier of Fortune 
Killer” profile. . .whatever 
that is. 

Although no word is 
yet available whether 
Huberty had any SOFs or 
not, buying SOF is one of 
the symptoms. Soldier of 
Fortune Killers are 
obsessed with nuclear 
war, survivalism, guns 
and own German 
shepherds. They are 
military service rejects 
u4to act like 
“shell-shocked Vietnam 
veterans.” 

SOFers will be 
surprised to hear this 
implicit comparison with 
our readership. According 
to Starch 1NRA Hooper, 
Inc., the average SOF 
reader is twice as likely to 
have attended college 
and 64-percent more 
likely to make over 
$25,000 per year than 
the average American. 
Also, over half of our 
readers have served 
honorably in the U.S. 
armed forces and about 
10 percent are law 
enforcement officers. 

It’s a good thing Dr. 
Dietz doesn’t teach logic 
or statistics. And he’s 
damned lucky nobody’s 
asked him to prove his 
undocumented 
contentions in court. 


S OF 

EXPOSED AGAIN!... 

It’s too bad that few of SOFs readers — 
outside of the Soviet Embassy — subscribe to 
communist periodicals. Take, for instance, 
Berkeley, Calif.’s, People's World and its account 
of SOFs possible “violation of the Neutrality 
Act” by our missions to El Salvador. 

We are always happy to irritate traitors in our 
midst, but People's World should try to get their 
facts straight. Aiding a non-hostile nation with 
clothing and medical equipment is not illegal in 
any interpretation of the law. Even if Walter 
Mondale were to become president — note the 
conditional-contrary-to-fact construction — our 
support of the Salvadoran Army would not be 
illegal without changing the Neutrality Act to 
specifically forbid giving aid and comfort to our 
friends. 



SOF editor/publlsher Robert K. Brown receives 
commemorative scrapbook from Colorado Rifle 
and Pistol Association Junior High Power Rifle 
Executive Officer Jim Starr (left). NRA field rep 
George Nyfeler (right) had presented Brown’s 
donation of $2,000 to help send the junior team 
to the National Rifle and Pistol Championships 
at Camp Perry in August 1984. 


W ILD GEESE 

FLY AGAIN... 

Wild Geese II will feature the plot to spring 
former Nazi Rudolf Hess from Spandau Prison. 

Shot on location in Berlin, London and 
Geneva, Euan Lloyd’s production will be 
released in March 1985. Script writer Reginald 
Rose promises technical accuracy and acting 
quality is guaranteed by Sir Lawrence Olivier, 
Edward Fox, Scott Glenn and Barbara Carrera. 


D rip 

STOPPED?... 

Gonorrhea has been the military 
VD of the last 50 years. But the 
Navy may have found a cure. 

Norfloxacin (a new antibiotic) has 
proved 100-percent effective with a 
single dose of two capsules given to 
infected sailors at experimental 
stations in the Philippines. Even 
Vietnam Rose and other 
penicillin-resistant strains 
disappeared with the new drug. 

Don’t ask your doctor for it: It’s 
still being tested. If you’re really in 
trouble, join the Navy. 


A ngolan 
holiday... 

Castro has long lagged behind his 
Russian models in ideas of how to 
treat citizens who disappoint him. 

The release of thousands of political 
prisoners, mental patients and 
criminals to U.S. immigration 
authorities somehow doesn’t stack 
up against Siberia. Promise of parole 
in the United States must be 
multiplying dissidence, psychosis and 
crime rates in Cuba. 

Castro finally seems to be figuring 
it out, though: Col. Pedro Tortolo, 
formerly CO of Cuban forces in 
Grenada, has been demoted to 
private, and reassigned to fight 
UNITA and the SADF in Angola. 


A fghan 

COLLECTION... 

SOF’s Afghan Freedom Fighters 
Fund is the straightest way for you 
to get your aid to the front. We 
don’t take any expenses, and every 
penny goes to Afghans who fight 
Russian aggression. Last month's 
donors are: Louis Di Giandomenico 
$115, Rob Pollack $10, Ronald 
Hemenway $25, Stephen 
Henderson $200, James and Mary 
Malinowski $10, and Wm. M. 

Barlow $10. 

Thanks again: It helps more than 
you know. 

* 
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EYEWITNESS 

HISTORY 

OF THE-* . 

VIETNAM WAR. 


FMHmWWU 


INEAifTKY 

IN 

VIETNAM 


iGentlemen 


Inevitable 


t0356 Spec. ed. 


A DISTANT 
CHALLENGE 


THeU.S. 

ARMED 

FORCES 

SURVIVAL 

MANUAL 


\<v&PWrt' 

SECURITY 


Conversations 


AMBUSH 
AND BIRD 


ffif STORY®® 
IL&NAVYSC 
fc^MHOST 
CELEBRATED 
CARRIER’- 
FIGHTERS Sr 
PACIFIC WAR 

EDWIN P HOYT 


Prices shown are publishers’ edition prices 


WORLD WAR 




IL-rTtN'AWli 


LONG 

TIME 

PASSING 

VIETNAM 

^THfcHAUNiED 

GENERATION 


MyraMad^herson 


^MIDDLE 

EAST 


THOSE 

GALLANT 

MEN 

On Trial in Vietnam 


usL 


ANY4 BOOKS FOR 9# 


WITH 

MEMBERSHIP 


Here’s how the Club Plan works: You’ll get 4 books for 
only 98C plus shipping and handling and your free 
Vietnam map—when accepted as a member. We 
reserve the right to reject any application. However, 
once accepted, if you are not completely satisfied with 
your introductory books, return them within 10 days at 
our expense. Your membership will be cancelled and 
you will owe nothing. 

Huge selection: As a Club member, you’ll have over 
350 titles to choose from—a tremendous variety of the 
very best military books in print. Many feature rarely 
seen photos, illustrations and maps. Many books are 
difficult to find anywhere else. 

How you save money: The Club offers its own complete 
hardbound editions (sometimes altered in size to fit 
special presses). Club editions save you up to 30% off 
publishers’ hardcover edition prices. A shipping and 
handling charge is added to each shipment. 

Club magazine: Enjoy the luxury of at-home shopping 
with your free Club magazine. About every 4 weeks (14 
times a year) you receive the Club magazine describing 
coming Selection(s) and Alternates. In addition, up to 4 
times a year, you may receive offers of special Selec¬ 
tions, always at discounts off publishers’ prices. If you 
want the featured Selection(s), do nothing—shipment 


will be made automatically. If you prefer an Alternate— 
or no book at all—indicate this on the order form and 
return it by the date specified. You'll have at least 10 
days to decide. If you have less than 10 days, and you 
receive an unwanted Selection, you may return it at our 
expense and owe nothing. 

The choice is always yours: Your only obligation is to 
take just 4 books at regular low Club prices during the 
next 2 years. You may resign any time after purchasing 
your 4 books, or continue to enjoy Club membership for 
as long as you like. 

tSoft cover "Explicit sex, violence and/or language. 


PLUS 

FULL COLOR 
19"x 25" 
VIETNAM MAP 

FREE 

with membership. 



Military Book Club® 

Dept. RR-455, Garden City, NY 11530 
Yes, please accept my membership application and send me the 4 
books marked below plus my FREE Vietnam map. Bill me only 98® plus 
shipping and handling. I agree to the Club plan presented in this ad. and 
understand that I need buy just 4 more books at regular low Club prices 
any time I want during the next 2 years. 

Our no-risk guarantee. When accepted as a member, you'll get your 4 
books for only 98c plus shipping and handling. It rot satisfied, return them 
within 10 days at our expense to cancel your membership and owe noth¬ 
ing. No matter what you decide, you keep your Iree map. 





1 

Mr 



Mrs. 



Ms 

(please print) 


Address 

Ant. No. 

Otv 

State 

Zip 


Members accepted in U.S.A. and Canada only. Canadian members I 
serviced from Canada where offer is slightly different. 40-M997 I 
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F lak zeroes 

ON ’A2 PAN... 

Sirs: 

Though I usually find myself in 
agreement with Ken Hackathorn’s 
column, we [International Defense 
Review staff] were surprised to find 
ourselves taking exception to his cri¬ 
ticism of the M16A2 in the Septem¬ 
ber edition of SOF. 

We feel that SOF is doing our 
fighting men a disservice by pub¬ 
lishing uninformed and unsubstanti¬ 
ated opinions as to the lethality of 
our new service rifle. Ken is 
apparently unaware that the Com¬ 
mandant of the Marine Corps 
directed MCDEC to compare 
SS109/M855, M193 and M80 7.62 
NATO ammunition for lethality prior 
to adopting the M16A2. Though the 
report is classified, reliable sources 
and my own independent testing in¬ 
dicate that SSI09 ammunition 
“tumbles” just as quickly as M193 
(usually breaking in two at the can¬ 
nelure within four inches of gelatin.) 
SSI09 ammunition should produce 
explosive type wounds out to nearly 
200 meters. 

We felt the M16A2’s sights to be 
the best metallic sights ever put on a 
battle-rifle. The rifle is capable of 2 
MOA accuracy out to nearly 800 
meters and deserves target-quality 
sights. 

Finally, we would like to remind 
you readers that the ’A2 has a vastly 
improved night sight compared to 
the "Al. It has two apertures, one 
0.070 inch in diameter for use at 
300 meters and over and another 
measuring 0.197 inches in diameter 
for use within 200 meters and/or in 
reduced light. We agree with Ken 
that tritium dots would be a worth¬ 
while addition, but he did not do the 
rifle justice by ignoring the ’A2’s 
large, 200-meter aperture. 

The USMC and Army RDF units 
who receive the ’A2 will be equip¬ 
ped with one of the best battle rifles 
ever adopted by an armed force. 

The lethality, accuracy and penetra¬ 
tion of the A2 firing SS109/M855 
ammunition has been well 
documented. SOF owes its readers 
better reporting than this. 

Andy Tillman 
Athena, Oregon 



... I was a little dismayed by the petu¬ 
lance of “Dim View.” 

The same argument was heard 
when the Krag was first issued in 1894. 
Incidentally, the U.S. was very nearly 
the last nation on Earth to adopt a 
reduced-caliber, smokeless-powder 
magazine rifle. 

The fact is, every change and mod¬ 
ification in the basic tool of battle in the 
last 100 years has given the rifleman a 
little more firepower with a little less 
weight in basic combat load. And each 
time the change has met with bitter 
resentment. But every time a new 
weapon actually went into battle, that 
increased firepower justified itself with 
what we today call “survivability,” the 
ability to come out on top of an en¬ 
counter with hostile forces. 

SP/5 William M. Zwiker 
Ft. Leonard Wood 


... First let us clear away the haze 
of ballistics and statistics and take a 
look at the .22 vs .30-caliber con¬ 
troversy. As the days of the .58 and 


D iplomatic 

CORRECTION... 

Sirs: 

Surprise was having a friend call 
to tell me that an article written by 
me was in the November issue of 
Soldier of Fortune Magazine (“Is 
Central America Really Impor¬ 
tant?”). The reason for my surprise 
is that I never submitted said article 
to your magazine. 

As we have already discussed this 
issue by phone, I am writing this let¬ 
ter to clarify the issue publicly, and 
to provide your readers information 
that updates that contained in the 
article. The fact that you printed in 
the fall of 1984 an article 1 wrote in 
the summer of 1983 , without check¬ 
ing with me for permission and up¬ 
dating, has resulted in the publica¬ 
tion of outdated information on the 
extent of the Sandinista military 
buildup. Consequently, the Sandinis¬ 
ta military threat to Nicaragua’s 
neighbors, and to regional stability, 
is not accurately portrayed. In addi¬ 
tion, I found some problems with 
the way you edited the piece. Fol¬ 
lowing are specific complaints. 


.45-caliber rifles have gone by us, so 
are the days of the 30-caliber rifle 
waning. The big calibers are just not 
needed to destroy flesh or end a hu¬ 
man life. It is a fact that the Ml93 
5.56mm round is a highly lethal 
man-killer and has been doing its 
job rather well since its introduction 
to combat in the 1960s. Tests have 
indicated that the new SSI09 
5.56mm round is slightly more lethal 
than the current M193 round. The 
SS109 also has a much longer range 
at which accuracy (and death) can 
be obtained. It is my feeling that the 
untold numbers of people in South¬ 
east Asia, the Middle East and Cen¬ 
tral America killed by .22-caliber bul¬ 
lets make the “Bigger is Better” 
argument a dead one. 

Scott Cooper 

Kensington, Connecticut 


It is difficult to see why any en¬ 
listed man, no matter how lame¬ 
brained. would fiddle with his sights 
except on the target range where his 
groups can be measured and com¬ 
pared. A soldier who monkeys with 
windage and elevation in the heat of 
battle will be of little use regardless 
of how his weapon is sighted. 

Finally, I am sick and tired of the 
assumption that the military minds of 
the United States and half the planet 
are near-idiots. The Armalite AR- 


Nicaraguan Order of Battle 

When I wrote the article in the 
summer of 1983, the Sandinistas did 
in fact have about 25,000 men on 
active duty and about 50,000 in the 
reserves and militia. By mid-1984, 
however, their active duty force had 
virtually doubled to more than 
47,000, with the inactive force being 
approximately 55,000. 

In 1983, the Sandinistas had 
about 50 T-547T-55 tanks and a 
handful of armored personnel car¬ 
riers; by 1984 the armored force 
had grown to about 240, including 
about 100 T-54/55 tanks, more than 
20 PT-76 light amphibious tanks, 
and about 120 other armored vehi¬ 
cles. In 1983, they had a few Soviet- 
made 152mm howitzers; today there 
are about 50 152mm and 122mm 
howitzers in the Sandinista army, as 
well as at least 24 122mm multiple 
rocket launchers. 

The Sandinistas have thus de¬ 
veloped firepower and mobility un- 
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18s, the Colt Ml6s,the Israeli Galils, 
the Soviet AKS-74s are not the pro¬ 
ducts of morons. 

Eric J. Skagen 
Stockton, California 


S INGLE PLUS 
ON ’A2 PAN... 

Sirs: 

Thanks for finally denouncing the 
M16. 

The M16 may have been a fine 
weapon for spraying through 
elephant grass, but as a battle rifle 
for clearing woods and city streets in 
North America or Central Europe it 
would be practically useless. A tiny 
.223 that tumbles through flesh may 
be fine and dandy, but it simply isn’t 
powerful enough to punch holes 
through layered sandbags or soft- 
skinned vehicles. 

Frank MacKay 
Toronto, Canada 

Perhaps no single technical article 
ever published in SOF has drawn as 
much Flak as Contributing Editor 
Hackathom’s dim review of the 
M16A2. We were flooded with let¬ 
ters from those who disagreed. In his 
defense, we should note that SOF 
edited Ken’s copy rather extensively 
and may have made him sound 
much more critical of the M16A2 


precedented in Central America. The 
air base being built at Punta Huete 
near Managua will have a runway 
longer than any in Central America, 
and in fact longer than that at 
Andrews Air Force Base near 
Washington. From this base, the 
Soviets could operate any aircraft in 
their inventory, including the TU-95 
Bear-D reconnaissance aircraft. The 
USSR will thereby be able to cover 
U.S». bases in California, a capability 
they currently lack. Of course, their 
reconnaissance flights will continue 
to cover the East Coast of the Un¬ 
ited States from Cuba. 

As you can see, the already for¬ 
midable Sandinista military machine 
of 1983 has increased its fighting 
and political intimidation capabilities 
dramatically in just a year, and the 
potential for an expanded Soviet 
military presence in the region is 
likewise increased. 

Finally, I want the author’s fee for 
this article to be used to buy base¬ 
ball equipment to be sent to the 
Tilaran Refugee camp in Costa Rica. 
In this camp there are approximately 
2,000 Nicaraguans who have chosen 
to flee their native land rather than 


than he really is. We feel a man of 
Flackathorn’s distinguished reputa¬ 
tion in weapons technology and 
competition shooting should be 
given a forum to express his opinion 
even if the majority of soldiers and 
shooters appear to hold a different 
one. Such controversy keeps the 
bureaucrats on their toes. Pete 
Kokalis closes the controversy this 
month with “M16A2: The Final Ver¬ 
dict” on p. 60. — Eds. 



Bob Ogilvie, Tom Relsinger and 
Harry claflin (left to right) pack 
boxes of field gear and medical 
supplies for the Airborne Battalion 
of the Salvadoran Army. 


live in the increasingly totalitarian 
environment that is Sandinista Nicar¬ 
agua. When I visited this camp 
several months ago, I saw children 
and young men playing “beisbol” 
(virtually the national pastime of 
Nicaragua) with makeshift equip¬ 
ment such as rolled-up socks for 
balls and sticks for bats. Perhaps a 
few gloves, Louisville sluggers, and 
real baseballs will make this place a 
little more tolerable for these unfor¬ 
tunate people who have had their 
country stolen from them. 

£ol. Lawrence L. Tracy 
Senior Defense Adviser 
Office of the Coordinator for 
Public Diplomacy for Latin 
America 

Department of State 

Col. Tracy’s piece was dated, but 
we stand by it as an accurate found¬ 
ation for a broad overview of the 
conflict in Central America. 

We also sincerely thank the col¬ 
onel for his corrections and update. 
— Eds. 


S ALVADORAN 
SALUTE... 

Sirs: 

A most cordial and affectionate 
greeting. 

I extend my infinite thanks for the 
35 boxes of medicine and surgical 
supplies that Soldier of Fortune so 
generously sent us, which are sorely 
needed by this medical center. 

Hoping to count again on such 
valiant collaboration, I am pleased to 
remain 

Dr. Lisandro Rafael Lizama 
A. 

Hospital Director 
El Salvador 

De nada, Dr. Lizama. As long as 
our readers continue to care about 
the survival of your nation, the sup¬ 
plies will continue to flow through 
our warehouses and into your cap¬ 
able hands. Continue to care for 
those who carry on the good fight. 
— Eds. 



ATCH 

PLAUDITS... 


Sirs: 

As a shooter I would like to thank 
you for the' fine three-gun match 
that you sponsored. Ken Hackathom 
and his staff did a super job of de¬ 
signing and running flie match. I 
also believe that some of last year’s 
shooters who didn’t come this time 
will be back next year. Please try to 
get Ken and his staff back again. As 
a shooter I had a wonderful time 
and so did my wife. 

Jonathan Marsh 


Your compliments on SOFs 
Three-Cun Match held during the 
1984 Convention in Las Vegas have 
been passed along to Ken and his 
crew. They truly did an outstanding 
job this year at the Desert Sports¬ 
man range. — Eds. 


Continued on page 127 
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This is Esteban ... 



... he could make your next LaiFn 
American business trip very ex¬ 
citing. 


Estebin is a terrorist He doesn’t 
like yanqui businessmen. He has 
colleagues all over the third world. 
They don’t like you either. 

You probably won’t encounter him. 
But if you do, the difference be¬ 
tween living and dying might be 
your Silent Partner body armor. 
For $123.85 — the price of a busi¬ 
ness lunch some places—you can 
own a light, comfortable and very 
discreet T-shirt style body armor 
unit that will stop even a .45. 

Given the price, you can certainly 
afford to take along a Silent Partner. 

Given Esteban, can you afford not 
to? 




COMBAT 
WEAPONCRAFT 


by Andy Langley 


Field Expedient Night Sights 



You are Private Jose Gonzales of the 
Salvadoran Army and you've been 
assigned to help defend a small town in 
northern Ei Salvador. It's 0200. The 
moon is hidden by clouds. You are bored 
and tired . 

Flame erupts in front of you and it 
takes you an instant to hear the report of 
gunfire that comes with it. You roll be¬ 
hind the tree you were leaning against, 
but you aren 7 safe. They are close. You 
must return fire or die. 

Your G3 holds one full magazine, and 
there are four more in two belt pouches: 
100 rounds total. Lying in cover you 
level your weapon toward the blinding 
muzzle flashes 150 meters to your front. 
No good. As soon as you look through 
the aperture, there's nothing to see. 
When you finally locate the front sight 
post, it appears as big and dark as the tree 
you 're behind. That sight — so visible 
and reassuring in bright light — is com¬ 
pletely useless at night. 

You lift your head for a better view 
and the muzzle rises along with it. Your 
first few rounds tear harmlessly into 


COMBAT 

PROFESSIONAL 

Andy Langley: USMC in Vietnam, 
bodyguard, enlisted soldier and ranch 
security adviser in Africa, Personal 
Safety Inc. instructor, championship 
IPSC competitor, private security 
adviser in Central America.... 

If anybody deserves a guest shot at 
Combat Weaponcraft, it’s Andy. 

Continuing SOFs tradition of user 
analysis of the techniques and hard¬ 
ware of combat, Langley is exclusively 
concerned with the combat infantry¬ 
man’s point of view. In this issue, he 
focuses on accurate fire at night 


Israeli-made Galil has author’s 
favorite issue night-sight. Sights are 
visible as hinged pin behind front 
sight hood, and hinged plate in front 
of rear sight’s protective ears. 

Photo: Israeli Military Industries 

trees. Muzzle flashes brighten and 
dance. They are only the length of a t 
village soccer field from your position. 
Why can't you bring fire on them? 
Things are getting tense and you lift your 
head over the weeds and your weapon 
for a better view. Now the weapon is 
invisible. You fumble. Full auto is what 
you want. More bullets... more 
noise. , .scare'em away. 

You burn through a magazine hoping 
for the best. Enemy fife continues from 
as close as 50 meters. They 're advancing 
and you can 7 seem to stop them. Three 
more mags rattle empty fast on full rock 
Scroll. 

But the fourth box still hasn 7 had any 
effect. You 've only got 20 rounds left 
and they 're still shooting. Some of the 
flashes are now only 20 meters away. 
Why have four magazines of 7.62 ball 
had no effect? You begirt to wish you'd 
been able to aim the last 80 shots. 

Daybreak and help are a long way off. 

You remember that the guerrillas have 
announced they won 7 kill you if you 
surrender with at least one full mag. 
More than a hundred of your buddies are 
thinking the same thing. Two thousand 
rounds already loaded in magazines may 
not be fired. 

IPVT Gonzales — and others like 
him all over the world — has some 
training and a lot of desire. Why can’t 
they return fire effectively at night? Be¬ 
cause standard sights on most current 

Continued on page 137 
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Learn at Home in Spare Time 

LEARN GUN REPAIR 


MAKE MONEY! HAVE FUN TOO! Start Right 
Now! No Previous Experience Necessary 


IN YOUR FIRST LESSON we reveal a 
secret of ballistics that can increase your 
hunting accuracy so dramatically...ALL 
YOUR FRIENDS WILL BEG YOU TO SHOW 
THEM HOW TO DO IT! The men you shoot 
with will scarcely believe their eyes when they 
witness your sensationally improved shooting ac¬ 
curacy. (You may even have trouble believing it 
yourself!) It seems like a miracle—yet, it's part of 
your training on the way to becoming a gun pro. 
The way you do it is the simple application of 
revealing new information concerning ballistics 
that is explained with a simple, easy-to-understand 
chart that accompanies your 
first lesson. And this is just 
one example of the dozens crt 
inside tips and gun secrets 
that will be revealed to you 
as you progress through 
this exciting course. 

GUNS ARE BIG BUSI¬ 
NESS. Gun repair, cus¬ 
tom ammo-making, sporter- 
izing. custom stocking, 
sales—all are profit oppor¬ 
tunities for the expert. Now, 
at home in spare time, you 
can learn the basics you 
need to become that expert. 

We do not know how many 
of our graduates ha ye 
started their owiwgun 
shops, but we have letters 
on file from some who have. 

And we’ll send you the 
suits of a survey 
showing employ¬ 
ment success of 
our graduates. 

FIRST FOLD HERE 




TOP-FLIGHT GUN “PRO’S” TELL YOU WHAT TO DO, 
HOW TO DO IT, GUIDE YOU EVERY STEP OF THE WAY. 
You’ll see how to take apart and repair almost 
every well-known rifle, shotgun, pistol and auto¬ 
matic. We take the mystery out of ballistics. Show 
you how to smooth up actions, fit and repair 
stocks, rechoke shotguns, customize handguns. 
Includes bedding techniques, stock inletting, fit¬ 
ting drop and pitch. Learn what the experts know 
about reloading. Special section on black powder 
guns. How to buy and sell guns for profit. 

As a “Gun Pro” trainee at North American WE SHOW 
YOU HOW TO APPLY FOR A FEBERAL^FIREARMS 
LICENSE If you qualify otherwise, you may obtain 
a Federal License to buy and sell guns, ammuni¬ 
tion and accessories without inventory...whi!e you 
are still a student at North American. This means 
you can begin making extra cash almost immedi¬ 
ately-ordering guns for others on a cost-plus 
basis. It also helps you get started toward a 
business of your own...if that is what you want 
after you graduate. 

Everything Explained in Easy-To-Under- 
stand Language so Even a Beginner Can 
Follow Explanations include photos, 
diagrams, drawings and charts. We send 
you all the tools you need so you actually 
learn by doing as you follow the lessons. 
You receive catalogs, bargain bulletins, re¬ 
quirements for Federal Firearms License. 

Special Tools and Equipment Included 

You get precision gauges, fine gunsmith’s 
screwdrivers, honing stones, checkering 
tools, plus much, much more. 

^ 'FIRST FOLD HERE 


NO POSTAGE NECESSARY 
v when you mail this ENTIRE 
^ Postage-Paid ad 

To Mail—Fold Ad in the following manner: 


— 3. 


Remove entire 
tear or cut on dotted line 
to left 

2. Fold page in half on 
1st fold lines 


Fold page again, on 
2nd fold lines 
Tape or glue the 3 
open sides and drop 
in the mail box today. 



s-asSs# 


GUN REPAIR, BALLISTICS, SHOOTING 
SKILLS, REVEALED TO YOU BY EXPERTS 


Covers everything you ever wanted to Know 
about guns. Gives you the start you need to 
go into your own business or apply for a 
good job. 



GUN SALES 

MEAN PROFITS FOR REPAIRMEN __, . ... _ 

There are more than 20 million and much, much more /WOjIfy'f 
hunters plus more millions of target Dept. rsob4 / 

shooters, gun collectors and owners in the U.S. 6 J 

name- 

LADDRESS 
* CITY/STATE/ZIP . 
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^3rIGINAL issue, mint-condition 
bayonets for AK series weapons are 
relatively rare in this country, and 
when Executive Editor Dale Dye asked 
me to do an evaluation of one as a 
fighting knife, I had to confess that I 
had never seen the grisly weapon so 
familiar to Vietnam vets up close or 
held one in my hand. I simply had no 
idea where to get one for study. Dale 
responded by sending one from his 
own collection, with instructions to do 
anything I wanted with it, short of 
breaking it or losing it. Fair enough, I 
thought. Let’s see what Ivan might pull 
out of his gear in a toe-to-toe con¬ 
frontation when his AK has run dry. 

The AK bayonet (the one I ex¬ 
amined was of Russian manufacture 
and originally issued with an AKM) is a 
fascinating piece of equipment. So fas¬ 
cinating, in fact, that someone should 
probably write a lengthy study on what 
it is — and what it is not. There are a lot 
of implications about Soviet military 
thinking contained in this item. 

If the AK bayonet is intended to be a 
fighting knife, the Soviet soldier, or the 
surrogate trooper who also carries this 
item of equipment, is in one hell of a fix 
when it comes to a hand-to-hand hack 
and slash. About the only way you 
could kill a man with an issue AK 
bayonet not mounted on the business 
end of a shoulder weapon would be to 
catch your victim asleep on his back 
and then stab him in the throat or the 
eye. The 5%-inch blade is a chillingly 
effective tool and a frightening psycho¬ 
logical weapon, but it was not really 
designed to kill men. It was designed to 
cut wire. Specifically, it was designed 
to cut wire that will be typically en¬ 
countered on the modern battlefield, 
even if it has high-voltage electricity 
coursing through it. Ivan doesn't have 
a fighting knife , he has a wire-cutter. 

Think about it — particularly if 
you’re familiar with this item of Soviet 
standard equipment. Before you are 
consumed by contempt or gales of 
laughter, think about the Soviet tactical 
considerations and consider the fact 
that they have exhibited a very high 
level of understanding of the ethnic 
and sociological origins of their troops 
in designing the AK bayonet They 
have, in fact, shown an awareness of 
the behavior typical troopers demon¬ 
strate in combat and established a bat¬ 
tlefield priority that virtually declares 
men armed only with a bayonet are 
expendable. Rationale coupled with 
psychology is vitally important in 
understanding how they can get away 
with such presumptions. 

From the design of the AK bayonet 
(other than daggers or other rare mod¬ 
els of issue edged weapons provided 
for special mission troops, it seems to 
be the only blade typically carried by 




Soviet engineering ensures that 
AKM bayonet blade, when attached 
by a stud to its sheath, becomes a 
topnotch wire-cutter. 

their infantry) Soviet planners 
obviously feel a wire-cutter is more im¬ 
portant in their scheme of offensive 
combat than a fighting knife. Mean¬ 
while, they also realize that if they were 
to issue every man a pair of dikes, most 
over-burdened grunts would pitch the 
tool at first opportunity as unnecessary 
extra weight. They also know that a 
fighting man will keep a knife when he 
will discard most other gear. It is an 
almost primordial instinct geared to 
simple survival. With this in mind, the 
Soviets issue a bayonet that looks like a 
knife, but is actually of much more 
combat utility as a wire-cutter. All 
bases are covered in a fascinating 
blend of first-rate materials, brilliant 
design, and clever — if not cunning — 
psychological application. 

The AK bayonet and sheath com¬ 
bination is a damned good wire-cutter. 
Let’s take a long, hard look at this item. 
Every aspect of every component has 
been examined and maximized to pro¬ 
vide a high-quality wire cutting device 
that will function* as a bayonet while 
disguised as a knife. The 5 7 /8-inch 
blade is not cheaply made. It has a clip 


BATTLE 

BLADES 

by Bill Bagwell 

in Disguise 


point with the point lying precisely on 
the centerline of the axis of thrust — 
exactly where it should be on a 
weapon designed for piercing. The 
point and cutting edge are both quite 
dull and can’t be sharpened in the 
field. That’s of no real consequence. In 
a bayonet fight, the weight of the AKM 
itself would ensure that anyone who 
was unlucky enough to be on the re¬ 
ceiving end of the attack would get all 
5 7 /s inches of blade before the barrel 
stopped the thrust. The point of the 
bayonet doesn’t have to be sharp. The 
battering ram effect, or inertia of the 
rifle, will generally be sufficient to 
guarantee penetration. 

The blade is made from a high- 
grade tool-steel, probably with a high 
tungsten content. It is not stamped out 
with a die, but is made from precision- 
ground flat bar stock. The entire blade 
shows evidence of careful, precise 
grinding and machining. The blade has 
a cutting bevel placed only on the 
obverse side. This shows the Soviet 
awareness of the psychological nature 
of acceptance of the weapon by its 
troops, as most cutting implements in a 
peasant society such as scythes, sickles 
and even wood chisels are sharpened 
from only one side. This placement of 
the cutting bevel makes it damn near 
impossible to cut with the knife if you 
are left handed, but, and this is an 
important but, this bevel makes the 
reverse side of the blade flat. This flat¬ 
ness of the blade coupled with a near 
rectangular slot milled completely 
through the blade in a lengthways 
position about three inches back from 
the point form one half of a very effi¬ 
cient wire-cutter. 

The other half of the wire-cutter is 
the sheath. The tip of the sheath is very * 
solidly riveted to the metal sheath 
body. The tip is made out of hardened 
tool steel, and has a T-shaped stud 
riveted through it in such a way that 
when this stud is placed through the 
hole in the blade, a very effective scis- 
sor-type wire-cutter results. It will cut 

Continued on page 134 
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Leather sheath, strap, mahogany case and two insignia, < 


I heir story reads like "James Bond." 
JLSince the end of World War II, 
many of the exploits of the "Shadow 
Warriors"—and the details of then 
spedai equipment—have remained 
classified. 

Now, The American Historical 
Foundation announces a spedai com¬ 
memorative tribute to honor these 
mystery men who often parachuted in behind enemy lines 
to fight the covert actions of World War H. 

The Sleeve Dagger worn by Allied operatives epitomizes 
the spirit of dandestine warfare in World War II. For that 
reason, we selected it for this commemorative tribute to 
the men of the OSS and the SOE. 

The OSS (Office of Strategic Services) —forerunner of 
both the U.S. Army's Spedai Forces and the CIA —and 
the British SOE (Spedai Operations Executive) trained and 
led guerrillas, blew up supplies, destroyed factories, de¬ 
railed trains, ambushed convoys and provided intdligence 
information vital to the Allied cause. All Americans are 
indebted to this small group of fighting men, without whom 
the outcome of the war could have been entirely different. 

Exotic Design 

Their daring missions were often accomplished with 
strange and special equipment This easily-concealed Slet^-e 
Dagger was one of their more exotic pieces of gear. The 
knife is an exact recreation of the Sleeve Dagger originated 
by the OSS's British counterparts m SOE. 

Not many were produced. It has been estimated that 
fewer than a dozen of the originals exist today in this 
country; they sire so rare that they can bring prices of 
$1,000 or more. As a result, this reissue should be of great 
interest, not only to veteran intelligence agents, but also to 
collectors of military knives worldwide. 

Limited Edition 

Like the wartime originals, this limited edition reissue 
is being made in Sheffield, England. H.G. Long & Co., 
established in 1S46, has been commissioned by die Foun¬ 
dation to faithfully recreate these knives from a rare 
original. This is a limited edition of only 1,945—in 
remembrance of the year of Allie'd Victory. 

This knife was designed to be easily concealed — yet as 
deadly as possible. The dagger is 7" long, with a blade of 
triangular cross section for strength and effectiveness. The 


blade is precision ground to a razor edge on each of the 
three flats and the point, with deep fullers or "blood grooves" 
on each flat. The butt is sculpted to aid the user in with- 
draiving the knife from the scabbard when it is worn under 
a sleeve. The dagger is balanced to the hilt to achieve quick 
and sure handling characteristics. 

Concealed by the shirt sleeve, the scabbard is strapped 
to the arm on the underside of the wrist, with the hilt to¬ 
ward the hand for quick access. Or, the strap is long enough 
to be strapped to the leg instead. In either location, it is 
unlikely to Tbe found in a hurried frisk. 

24-Karat Gold Plated 

In honor of the bold exploits of our intelligence services, 
this limited edition World War 0 Clandestine Operations 
Commemorative Sleeve Dagger is plated entirely in 24- 
karat gold. Each knife is serially numbered and comes 
complete with case, sheath and strap. 

The sheath and strap are recreated exactly from the 
original in brown calfskin leather. To match the knife, the 
strap buckle is also plated with 24-karat gold. 

To store and display this set, you will also receive a solid 
mahogany case, designed to be an innocuous item that 
would not attract attention in an agent's personal belong¬ 
ings. The Certificate of Authenticity is mounted in the 
inner lid, with the knife, strap and sheath each fitted in 
separate compartments. 

Free Collector Insignia 

Those reserving this Sleeve Dagger will also receive two 
free custom-made, hand-embroidered collector insignia. 
These insignia were linked to the OSS in World War II 
and are unobtainable today. The Foundation commissioned 
the manufacture of these exclusively for this project. The 
shoulder patch was designed for wear by the OSS during 
the war but was disapproved by the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
who reasoned that secret agents should never be identified. 
The "Spedai Force" jump wings were worn by airborne 
personnel of the OSS and British SOE. These are possibly 
the rarest insignia in existence as only some hundred men 
were trained in England and Scotland. Both of these in¬ 
signia have been executed in the very highest quality stan¬ 
dards and are collectibles in themselves. 

Membership Benefits 

As an added benefit, those reserving this World War II 
Commemorative will also be extended membership in 


The American Historical Foundation. This will guarantee 
the opportunity to learn of all future Foundation military 
history projects prior to the public. As a member you will 
also receive, at no expense, hard-to-obtain information 
concerning American military history and the care, display 
and collecting of knives, firearms and other militaria. 
How To Reserve 

This unusual opportunity is available only through 
The American Historical Foundation. You may write > cal/, 
personally visit or use the reservation form below. Reser¬ 
vations will be honored on a first-come, first-served basis, 
Requests for special serial numbers will be honored, if 
possible. Early response will result in securing the lowest 
available serial number. 

All shipping charges are paid. Satisfaction is guaranteed, 
or you may return the knife within one month for a full 
refund. 


RESERVATION 

j Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return in 30 Days for Full 
{ Refund. 

| To: The American Historical Foundation 
1022 West Franklin Street, Dept. SFS2 
Richmond, Virginia 23220 
Telephone (804) 353-1812 
24-hour toll free reservations: (800) 368-8080 
I wish to reserve the 24-karat gold plated World War II 
Clandestine Operations Commemorative Sleeve Dagger, 
with mahogany case. Certificate of Authenticity, leather 
sheath and strap, two collector insignia and Foundation 
membership. No shipping charges. Satisfaction guaranteed. 
I enclose my: 

□ Deposit of $39. Please invoice me prior to delivery for 
! the balance. 

□ Payment of $139 in full. 

Name.. 

Address.. 


For Visa, MasterCard or American Express, please send 
account number, expiration date and signature Virginia 
residents add sales tax. 

































They’re Guaranteed Tough! 

They’re strong... stronger than leather, yet 
allow guns to breathe. Lightweight and flex¬ 
ible too.. .for utmost comfort. Washable-no 
mildew. Hook & Loop closures for weapon 
security and easy access. Black only, with 
military spec, hardware. When ordering, 
specify weapon and whether right or left- 
handed. 


Ballistic 

Nylon 

imsiers 


Web Belt with Fastex* quick-retease buckle. Adjusta¬ 
ble to any size. WBB $1675 

Mag. Pouch holds 2 9mm or .45 mags. Fits any bell. 

MP45 ...... ,,, . ..,..$15 > 

MP9MM. .... ..$15 


cards, etc. 


Ankle Holsters 


Super-concealment and comfort.Ultra 
tight nylon webbing and ballistic nylon. 
Built in rubber padding over ankle. 
AHR for revolvers $30 

AHA for automatics $30 

AHO for 3-4" revolvers 

and large auto’s $30 


mmm 


Belt Holsters & Accessories. 

COMMANDO : TORNADO *. BUSHMASTER 



■/ 


Wear with military web belt 
or any other belt. Three 
sizes to fit most guns. 

BH45 for auto’s _ . $38 

BH45R for revolvers $38 
BH45L for 6” BBL guns $43 



Concealable belt holster with 
adjustable Hook & Lop strap 
to secure gun. 

BHC for 2' revolvers $24.50 
BHCO (open end) for 3" and 
4" revolvers . . $24.50 



Ctip-on model with metal belt 
clip on back of holster. Sewn 
in sight track. 

BCH (4 sizes to fit most 
guns). $30 



Thumb-break holster with 
sewn in sight track. 

BTH for most 2" 

revolvers $30 

tor larger BBL's .. $35 



Belt slide holster with double 
belt 'oop. Adjustable Hook & 
Loop strap secures gun. 

BSH tor 3V4-5” .45’s ... $25 



Thumb-break release. For¬ 
ward motion draw only. 
“Dummy” security strap. 
Sewn in sight track. Many 
other quality features. 

PBH1 for 3-4" revolvers . $35 
PBH2 for 5-6" revolvers . $40 



Pouch 


Police Duty Rig 


Key Ring 
KRB $5.00 


TU* Dual Speedloader j gj 

for loose ammo or 2 

Heavy Duty 


1 Pouch DSP $23 if 

■v. Speed Strips DCP $23 

Handcuff Case 

Baton Ring I§1 

BRB $5.95 J«| 

Flashlight L 
Holder 

FHB $5.95 

HDHC S23 


Police Holster 
PBH1 andPBHS 

(see above) 


Heavy Duty Web Beit 
HDWB2628 (Size 26-28") $30 
HDWB3032 (Size 30-32) $30 
HDWB3436 (Size 34-36”) $30 
HDWB3840 (Si2fc 38-40' > S30 
HDWB4244 {Size 42-441 $30 
HDWBXL (Extra Large) S36 


































































BUY WITH CONFIDENCE! 

Every Assault Systems' product 
is unconditionally guaranteed 
to be free of defects in material 
and workmanship for as long as 
it is owned by the original pur¬ 
chaser. Order now! 


A55AULTI 

SYSTEITIS 


SUBSIDIARY OF COMSEC INTERNATIONAL, INC . Dept. SOF-015 

869 HORAN DRIVE • ST. LOUIS, MO 63026-2478 

TOLL FREE ORDER LINE: 1-800-325-3049 

MISSOURI RESIDENTS 1-314-343-3575 TWX: 9107601429 

Please send me the following: 


Plus $3 per order for postage 
(Canada and Hawaii $5). 
MasterCard, Visa, AmEx, Money 
/Order, Check or C O D —merch. held 
for clearance of checks not certified 
Send Dealer FFL or 
Law Enforcement Dept letterhead, 
LAW ENFORCEMENT & 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


Bill my: □ Master Card □ Visa □ AmEx 

Exp. Date_ Card # . 

Name__ 

Address_ 


Modular 

Shoulder 

Holster 

Systems 

Assault Systems® new Modular Shoulder 
Holster System boasts 2 types of harness 
plus 11 holsters and 7 accessories. Mix and 
match all the interchangeable elements to 
suit your own personal requirements. Be 
creative... the possibilities are almost end¬ 
less. For example, with the Double Modular 
Harness you can wear any of the 11 hols¬ 
ters on your strong side. On the weak side 
wear a magazine pouch, utility pouch, or 
even a backup holster... and we have a 
holster to fit almost any gun made. 


Conceal able Shoulder Holster (Top). Fits most any gun. 
Elastic back strap allows free movement of right arm. FuUy 
adjustable 1W' nytoo web harness. SHC . . $40. 

Military Shoulder Holster (Bottom) Constructed of 5 
layers ballistic nylon. Sewn in sight channel. Fully ad¬ 
justable m* nylon web harness HN45B for auto’s $38; 
HN45BR for revolvers $38; HN45BL for 6" BBL $43. 


Send $2.00 for 
complete Assault 
Systems catalog- 
free with order. 


[Horizontal 


Fastex* quick-release couplers, 
Thumb-break gun release. Six sizes 
for most small to large revolvers and 
auto's. Harness not included—order 
separately. 

HHM .$35 

Vertical Modular Holsters 


H4 . ■ . j . . -,.- 5 

VMH Vertical Modular Harness , $15.00 
DMH Double Modular Harness .$15.00 


Concealable 
& Military 
Shoulder Holsters 


DMH 

O 


Modular Holsters 


Fastex® quick-reiease couplers. Adjustable Hook & Loop 
strap secures weapon. Sewn in sight channel. Four sizes 
available to fit most revolvers and automatics from small to 
large, Harness not included—order separately. 

VHM ....._.$35 


Scoped Shoulder Holster Holds 
scoped revolvers and auto's with 
up to 14° barrels. Adjustable Hook 
& Loop strap secures weapon 
Exterior ammo pouch can 
_hold box of 50 rounds. 
^Fastex® couplers 
connect with 

included Modu 
lar Sling 
Harness. 
HMS 
^$65 


IWInrn Mn fir 


Mag Bag. 11 oz. 
waterproofed DuPont- 
Cordura* nylon. 
Features military spec 
latches and has quick - 
ditch design. Mod 
Sling Harness 
and 

Waist Strap 
included. 


Advanced Military Shoulder 
Holster For .45 auto’s, 
designed in conjunction with 
U.S. Special Forces. Silent 
latch secures gun. Fastex® 
couplers allow for quick- 
ditch. Exterior pouch for 
spare mag. Included 
Modular Sling Harness 
a no Waist Strap keep 
holster secure in 
toughest physical 
acti vibes. 
HMAM. .$55 


MB9MMB (Black * MB9MMC (Camo) holds 18 9mm, 32-rd mags $45 


MB223B (Black)/MB223C (Camo) holds! 
MB308B (Black) /MB308C (Camo) holds 

Modular Accessories 

(for use with DMH) 

MMP45 Mag Pouch for .45 cal. $15 
MMP9MM Mag Pouch for 9mm $15 
MMP9XL for 2 9mm, 21-rd mags $15 
MMP380 Mag Pouch for .380 cal. $15 


.223 cal., 30-rd mags $45 

1.308 cal., 20-rd mags. $45 


MMPU Utility & Mag Pouch for Handcuffs, 
magazines, speed loaders, money, etc. $15 
MKS Knife Scabbard for Assault Systems® 
Survival Knife or the Gerber Boot Knife. $12 
MMPK Mag Pouch & Knife Scabbard. Holds 
2 9mm or .45 mags plus Assault Systems® 
Survival Knife or the Gerber Boot Knife $22 













































IN REVIEW 


INTO THE MOUTH OF THE CAT: 
The Story of an American Soldier 
in Vietnam. By Malcolm McCon¬ 
nell. W.W. Norton & Co., New 
York. 1984. $13.95. Review by 
Dana K. Drenkowski 


imMERICAN soldiers in Vietnam: 
the phrase brings to mind exhausted, 
hollow-eyed men in tattered uniforms, 
toting Ml6s’and struggling through 
dense jungles or putrid rice paddies. 
Their adversary — the wily VC — 
keeps them on a constant razor’s edge 
with ambush and booby-trap. That’s 
the American stereotype for soldiers in 
Vietnam. And then there were the 
fighter pilots, those shit-hot jet jocks 
that flew so far above the typical soldier 
in Vietnam that they created their own 
stereotype. You can’t convince most 
Americans that fighter pilots are “sol¬ 
diers.” 

Into the Mouth of the Cat: The 
Story of an American Soldier in 
Vietnam, begs to differ. It is about an 
Air Force pilot His war began where 
the stereotype would have it — in the 
crisp, cold skies over Vietnam. But cir¬ 
cumstances and the fortunes of war 
forced 1st Lt. Lance Sijan to wind up 
fighting on the ground like the more 
common soldier of the infantry. Shot 
down over Laos in 1967, Sijan fought 
a lonely battle to evade, escape, and 
resist a persistent enemy over long, 
desperate months of physical and 
mental warfare as intense as any ex¬ 
perienced by line grunts. Few who fin¬ 
ish this book will find themselves able 
to deny that airmen such as Sijan are 
American soldiers in every respect. 

Into the Mouth of the Cat is a tale 
of courage, devotion to duty and sacri¬ 
fice: a tale of valor beyond the call of 
duty in a lonely, isolated arena. These 
qualities are common in books but not 


in real life. Even rarer is a book that 
captures the essence of that uncom¬ 
mon valor. 

Lance Sijan went to Vietnam as a 
backseater on an F-4 Phantom. Luck 
ran out on his 44th mission. His plane 
exploded in midair during a dive- 
bombing pass over the Ho Chi Minh 
Trail. A brutal landing following ejec¬ 
tion broke his left leg. Sijan also suf¬ 
fered head injuries and a concussion. 
With a mangled and bloody hand, Si¬ 
jan painfully turned on his survival 
radio, triggering a rescue effort that 
eventually involved 108 U.S. aircraft 
and four ground radar stations. 

Between the battered crewman and 
freedom alternately lurked hundreds 
or thousands of North Vietnamese 
Army (NVA) troopers. A massive effort 
to save Sijan resulted in large numbers 
of NVA casualties and nine U.S. fixed 
wing or helicopter aircraft shot down or 
damaged. It was an incredible effort. 

The throaty drone of a Jolly Green 
Giant helicopter filled the air. Hovering 
overhead, it lowered a cable with a 
penetrator/rescue seat through the tri¬ 
ple canopy jungle to within 20 feet of 
Sijan’s position. Because of the North 
Vietnamese in the area, Sijan refused 
the assistance of a pararescue man 
announcing that he did not want to 
expose the man to ground fire. 

For the next 33 minutes, the heli¬ 
copter hovered over his position taking 
small arms fire, while Sijan struggled to 
drag his crippled body the 20 feet to 
the seat. With painful slowness he lay 
on his back and squirmed inches at a 
time toward the seat. Like Tantalus, he 
saw the instrument of his rescue but 
was unable to grasp it. He lost con¬ 
sciousness from the pain a number of 
times. The rescue helicopter could 
hover no longer and drew up the jung¬ 
le penetrator, returning to base. 

Fighter planes, fighter-bombers, 
radio planes, tankers and helicopters 



gathered over the Ho Chi Minh Trail at 
dawn the next day, but heard nothing 
from Sijan on the radio. Sadly, they 
gave up. 

In a small limestone sinkhole Sijan 
drifted in and out of consciousness 
over the next several days. When he 
finally gathered his wits through the 
extreme pain, he found his radio 
drained of most of its power. He was 
on his own. 

It took him 40 days to inch three 
miles through the jungle to a clear por¬ 
tion of the Ho Chi Minh Trail. He ate 
an occasional grub, but survived most¬ 
ly on the blood-sucking leeches that 
clung to his body. 

An NVA truck convoy found him, 
his face and body sliced to ribbons by 
thorns and vines, his numerous 
wounds infected and oozing pus. He 
was no longer capable of evading cap¬ 
ture, but even in captivity Sijan con¬ 
tinued to resist. After regaining con¬ 
sciousness, he managed to deceive 
and slug his NVA guard with his unin¬ 
jured hand and crawl into the jungle 
bent on escape. It took hundreds of 
NVA soldiers and villagers more than a 
day to find him. 

He was thrown into a bamboo pris¬ 
on near Vinh, North Vietnam, and tor¬ 
tured. The abuse was designed to elicit 
propaganda statements and complete 
obedience but the NVA had picked on 
the wrong man. They beat Sijan and 
deprived him of medical aid. They 
took special delight in pummeling and 
twisting his shattered leg. Sijan 
screamed but gave the enemy nothing 
more than his name, rank and serial 
number. 

Sijan was dying by inches but he 
refused to make the ultimate leap to 
surrender. In hoarse whispers he told 
other POWs of his plans to escape. 
Sijan told them details of the failed 
SAR effort, his escape from captivity 
and his intent to continue resistance. 
Then he died. 

Ironically, Sijan would probably not 
have been released even if he had 
lived through his incredible ordeal of 
evasion, escape and resistance. It is 
now apparent that the North Viet¬ 
namese government feared the impact 
on public opinion if they released 
maimed POWs. 

In 1974, after the facts of this sol¬ 
dier’s solitary fight for survival with 
honor came to light, Sijan was pre¬ 
sented the Medal of Honor which his 
parents received in his name. 
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I WAS THERE 

Cheap Heart Charge 

by John Riggs as told to M.L. Jones 


John Riggs was an SP5 with the 4th 
Bn. (Mech.), 23rd Infantry, 25th Divi¬ 
sion, U.S. Army in the ’Nam in 1968. 
When he first arrived, he learned what 
heroes are all about: 

I had been in Vietnam a couple of 
weeks and was between assignments. 
The recon platoon to which I’d been 
sent as a replacement Forward Obser¬ 
ver didn’t need me until they were 
brought back to strength with other 
replacements and got new Vipers. I’d 
received orders to go to jungle warfare 
school in the meantime — but that was 
still a few days away. 

What does the Army do with a 
sergeant who finds himself with spare 
time? It depends on whether or not 
your battalion commander needs a 
gopher. Ours did. 

We were in the process of complet¬ 
ing a move from Cu Chi to Tay Ninh. I 
stayed with the rear detachment as 
assistant NCOIC. One of my jobs was 


to take battalion reports to our wound¬ 
ed battalion executive officer in the 
12th Evac. Hospital at 25th Inf. Div. 
HQ. 

The XO was a major who had been 
seriously wounded. He had been rip¬ 
ped from the thigh to the groin and, for 
reasons unknown to me, still hadn’t 
been sent to Camp Zama, Japan, or 
The World. 

He kept demanding to know why he 
hadn’t received his Purple Heart yet. 
Being new to the scene. I started phon¬ 
ing battalion HQ at Tay Ninh every 
day, asking what the holdup was. The 
only answers I got were “Are you kid¬ 
ding?” or “Get serious, Riggs!” 

By the sixth day I was really getting 
tired of the major carrying on like a nut 
about it and the rotten VC who 
wounded him. Besides, one of the 
nurses, whom I had gotten close to, 
told me the major would be gone in a 
day or so. It was then that the Com¬ 
mand Sergeant Major arrived back in 
Cu Chi and asked for me to report to 


him ASAP 

Again I was asked if I were kidding, 
stupid or just didn’t know the facts. 
Facts? What facts? The major had 
been wounded, very badly — doesn’t 
that bring a Purple Heart? 

The resounding answer was “No!” 

The CSM went on to relate how the 
major was wounded. 

He was with one of the line com¬ 
panies on a sweep through some rice 
paddies outside Cu Chi. It was Tet 
1968, and our world was on fire. A 
rather large water buffalo stood in one 
of the paddies in front of the major. It 
would not move, and the major 
wanted a clean sweep of the area to 
drive out all VC, man or beast. 

He decided to waste the animal. 
Shots rang out. It didn’t budge. Just a 
little dust rose from its side. 

Then the beast turned on the major. 
It is surprising how fast a water buffalo 
runs in a rice paddy and how slow a GI 
moves. Before the insidious animal 
died, it managed to gore the major in 
the crotch and scatter an infantry com¬ 
pany into the mud. That convinced the 
major it was VC water buffalo and, 
therefore, he wanted his Purple Heart. 

He never got it, and I never went 
back to the 12th Evac. to see him. 
Visions of a hero gone from my mind, I 
was sent off to jungle warfare school by 
the CSM. ^ 



22 CAL PELLET 

FIRING 

SEMI-AUTOMATIC 

MACHINE 
PISTOL 


This rapid fire 22 Cal. “Commando” type machine 
pistol looks like the famous hard hitting weapon so 
popular with combat attack groups. This side 
mounted, detachable, ten-round clip sprays pel¬ 
lets into the target as fast as you can pull the 
trigger. Only $4.95 plus 95<J for postage and 
handling. Complete satisfaction guaranteed or 
your money refunded. NY residents please add 
applicable sales tax. 


ONLY 


r 


FREE: Target and 50 Reusable Pellets 
Not Sold in New York City—No Permit Required 


GUARANTEED DISTRIBUTORS, Dept. 269AZ54 
County Road 687, Hartford, Michigan 49057 

Yes, please rush me my 22 caliber pellet-firing Semi-Automatic 
Machine Pistol. Also include my FREE target and 50 reuseable 
pellets. I’m enclosing $4.95 — the complete purchase price—plus 
950 for postage and handling. If I’m not completely satisfied you’ll 
refund my money right away. 

Name ____ 


Address 




GUARANTEED DISTRIBUTORS, Dept. 269AZ54 
County Road 687, Hartford, Michigan 49057 


L 


City _ _ 

State _,_ l ___Zip_ 

NY residents please add applicable sales tax. 
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FULL AUTO 

by Peter G. Kokalis 

Assessing Ammo Accuracy 


^^MMO tested without a chronograph 
leaves nothing but holes in the target. 

Groups won’t tell much about ammo. 
Group size varies with wind, temperature, 
barrel heating, shooting platform stability, 
hold, shooter fatigue and experience. 
M.O.A. can indicate ammo quality con¬ 
trol, but shoulder-fired accuracy is a rough 
index at best. 

Quality control in ammunition means 
uniform bullet weight, uniform propellant 
measurement, and uniform seat and 
crimp. All this translates into uniform 
velocity. Cartridges that shoot at the same 
speed will give the best odds of good 
accuracy. Nearly identical velocities also 
indicate uniform energy levels: important 
in cycling automatic weapons. 

Chronographs — once the luxury of 
professional analysts — have been afford¬ 
able to all serious shooters for almost 20 
years. Most gun writers use the Model 33 
Chronotach manufactured by Oehler Re¬ 
search, Inc. (Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 9135, 
Austin, Texas 78766). Powered by six 
standard D-cell batteries, the Model 33 is 
designed for field use. Pushing a summary 
button at the end of a statistically signifi¬ 
cant string (at least 10 shots) will display 
the lowest velocity, highest velocity, ex¬ 
treme spread, average velocity and the 
standard deviation. Slow to compute by 
hand, the standard deviation is the best 
sign of uniformity. Lower standard devia¬ 
tion means uniform ammunition. 

My first Oehler chronograph used pa¬ 
per detector screens which had to be re¬ 
placed after each shot — expensive and 
time consuming. The Skyscreen II detec¬ 
tor was next in 1978. While any number 
of shots could be fired over the Skyscreen 

II detectors, their fan-shaped area of sensi¬ 
tivity was only 3 inches wide across the top 
and extended upward for only 6 inches. 
Set up several feet from the end of the 
barrel to avoid muzzle blast and with a 10 
foot spacing between detectors, the Sky¬ 
screen II detectors seemed impossible to 
miss. Any gun writer who denies blowing 
away more than one Skyscreen II is lying. 

Enter the Skyscreen III. No more hours 
spent with a bubble level and tape mea¬ 
sure. No more shots which fail to register. 
No more pieces of shattered Skyscreens 
skipping along the dirt downrange. The 
new Skyscreen III detectors feature a two- 
lens optics system, a built-in light diffuser 
for improved performance under clear 
skies. You aim and shoot through a win¬ 
dow extending 13 inches above the body 
of the skyscreen. 

A kit consisting of two Skyscreen III 
detectors, two light stands and a four-foot 
bar costs $100. The Oehler Model 33 
Chronotach equipped with the Skyscreen 

III system costs $380. Oehler instrumenta¬ 
tion is used throughout the firearms indus¬ 
try. Their System 82 mainframe for ballis¬ 
tic testing can be equipped to measure 
machine gun cyclic rates ($8,500 total). 

Testing ammunition through automatic 



Kokaiis test fires Sterling L2A3 SMG 
from Ricman Portable Bench Rest at 
new Oehler Skyscreen III. Photo: Don 
Pendleton 

weapons is not permitted at many public 
ranges, so you carry your own bench. 
Sheet-metal and aluminum portable 
bench rests shake like dime-store card 
tables. The Ricman Company (Dept. 
SOF, 2500 Samuels Road, Sandpoint, 
Idaho 82864) makes their portable shoot¬ 
ing platform from square steel tubing with 
a black baked-enamel finish. It weighs 26 
lbs. and fits easily into the back of a jeep. I 
use it to test-fire everything from sniper 
rifles to Bren guns, Available with either 
right or left hand platforms, it’s the next 
best thing to a concrete bench rest. The 
price is only $99.95 (F.O.B. Sandpoint, 
Idaho). 

The Republic of South Africa and Israel 
have long shared military technology — 
from rifles (Galil/R4) to nuclear devices. 
They now compete for a share of the U.S. 
commercial ammunition market. Mus- 
grave (affiliated with South Africa’s 
Armscor) ammunition is now distributed 
in the U.S. by Paragon Sales & Services, 
Inc. (Dept. SOF, P.O. Box2022, Joliet, IL 
60434). Samson ammunition, manufac¬ 
tured by Israel Military Industries, is mar¬ 
keted by Action Ammo, Ltd. (Dept. SOF, 
P.O. Box 19630, Philadelphia, PA 
19124). 

Of particular interest is the so-called 
Samson 9mm Carbine +P ammunition. 
Using the standard military 115 gr. FMJ 
projectile (color coded with a black tip) 
this ammunition was specifically de¬ 
veloped for use in the UZI submachine 
gun. It should not be used in pistols with 
alloy frames (such as the Beretta 92SB). 
To protect themselves in this era of pro¬ 
duct liability lawsuits, Action Ammo, Ltd., 
warns against its use in any pistol. I carry 
and shoot this ammunition in my steel¬ 
framed Czech CZ75 when on assignment 
in El Salvador. 


I chronographed the Samson black- 
tipped and three other 115 gr. FMJ load¬ 
ings — Musgrave, PMC and Portuguese 
FNM military ball — all fired through a 
Sterling L2A3 submachine gun. The 
PMC, so often the undeserved whipping 
boy of the armchair experts, gave the 
lowest standard deviation, an incredible 
nine fps. At 1,117 fps, the Musgrave 
ammunition had the lowest average 
velocity. The Samson had the highest 
average velocity at 1,347 fps — 230 fps 
faster than the Musgrave. Military surplus 
9mm Parabellum ammo is fabled to be 
hot, since it was supposedly loaded speci¬ 
fically for use in submachine guns. This 
has not been my observation with any of 
the Czech, Yugoslav, German, Argentine, 
Finnish. U.S. or British 9mm military 
ammunition I have tested. Nor was it the 
case with the Portuguese FNM (lot 81-4) 
which averaged only 1,223 fps out of the 
Sterling’s 7.8-inch tube. The PMC and the 
Musgrave ammo “doubled” consistently 
in the Sterling. The Samson and Portu¬ 
guese FNM did not. The Musgrave’s 
greatest virtue is its price, compared to all 
other factory fodder, it’s cheap — real 
cheap.. .an important consideration for 
those of us who load magazines all week 
and shoot’em up in a few minutes on the 
weekend. Buy the Musgrave for blasting 
balloons and the Samson for combat. 

Musgrave .380 APC ammunition is 
loaded with the standard 95 gr. FMJ bul¬ 
let. It was tested, along with West German 
GECO and Winchester/Western ammuni¬ 
tion of the same configuration, through a 
pre-auction, five-inch-barrel MAC 11. 
The MAC 11, a bullet hose with its 
1,200 + rpm cyclic rate, is not one of my 
favorites. But it is an excellent test medium 
for .380 ACP cartridges. Surprisingly, the 
Musgrave ammo cranked out the highest 
average velocity, 1,002 fps, with a very 
fine standard deviation of only 16 fps. The 
GECO was erratic, yielding a standard 
deviation of 82 fps, and not surprisingly, 
the domestic ammo had the lowest aver¬ 
age velocity, 909 fps. Musgrave ammuni¬ 
tion gets high grades in this caliber. 

Paragon also imports South African 
Swartklip .22 LR standard velocity 
ammunition. It’s inexpensive and just fine 
for its intended purpose — plinking. For 
suppressed use on clandestine operations 
I still prefer the even lower velocity Cana¬ 
dian Eley Pistol Match. 3^ 
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“We’re America’s Army & Navy Store” 





mando 
Sweater- 

This is the famous British Commando 
Sweater (Wooly Pully) adopted by the US 
Military. The natural 100% wool fiber 
content makes the sweater super warm, 
the long cut and tight knit ribbed design 
makes it wind proof. Sleeve and shoulder 
patches provide protection at abrasion 
points. Specify size: 34, 36, 3B, 40, 
42, 44, 46, 48 $39.75/each 

Choose from: 

□ Olive Drab (00) Green Crewneck 

(USMC Approved) 

□ Black V Neck with epaulets and name 
plate area on breast (US Army Approved) 

□ Black Crewneck (no epaulets or name 
plate area) 

□ Camouflage 

□ Commando Sweater - Commercially 

made - patterned after the Gl ones, these are commercially 
made in easy care 100% acrylic. Although they are copies, they are 
constructed surprisingly true to the all wool ones, complete with 
sleeve and shoulder patches Choose between: Olive Drab (OD) 
Green or Black. Specify Size: S. M, L, XL S21.75/each. 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 


□Special Forces Green Beret - Jaunty and 

daring and classy - line the professional's who wear them. These are 
regultten berets of 100% vat dyed wool and meeting all mili¬ 
tary specs, Made expressly for us by the prime ' 
govern ment contractor. Also available: 
Official headgear for: 

□ Alrtome Quitted (Miroon) 

□ Ranger Commandos (Black) 

□ ArtMery & Guardian Angete (Red) 
□Commando Dress (Camouflage) 

Sizes-6 7/8 to 7% 

(Not sure ot head size 7 Tell us how many inches around your head where 
you wear your hat. We’ll send the right one.) SI 3.75/each 


CANTCEN COVER 




Military Goods Catalog —Genuine military 

clothing, gear ana equipment with an empnasis on camouflage. 
See details on these and many more related items $1 .OO/Bich. 
Free with order. 


□ Angle Head Flashlite- 


GENUINE GI 


This is the heavy duty 
olive drab plastic flashlight issued to all military units, j 
The flashlight rs waterprool. non-glare and features 4 
different lenses which can be easily installed or 
removed. It can clip onto the belt or suspender for 
hands free operation; operates on 2 standard D cell 
batteries and comes complete with a spare bulb. 

Brand new, sold in the Gl box . 

$6.50/each; 2 for $12.25. 
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We’re America’s 
Army & Navy Store!! 



□ Drill Instructor/Smokey the 

Bear Hat —Formally called the Campaign Hat, 
this is a really fine quality pressed felt headpiece. 

A hat with character. No one who wears it 
escapes a personality change. An uncon- / 
trollable urge to shout orders or heap abuses, 
pursue flamers or write traffic tickets. Let your true " 
or wistful self be heard. Sizes: 6-7/8 to 7-3/4. $19.75/e«eh. 

□ Genuine Leather Chin Strap $2,oo/each. 

□ Acorn Hat Cord (as shown) .. $6.00/each. 

(Specify color silver, gold metallic, black/gold, metallic, yellow, red or 
light blue). 




□ Micro Precision 8x21 Binocular— 

fits in the palm of your hand!! 

rdll) Mill H looks like a toy - but ours Is a state of the 

Prrm flnro^ art, micro binocular with sterling optical quali¬ 

ty. Manufactured by Brunton (the firm that 
has supplied the precision M2 compass to the 
US military since the 1940’s) our binocular 
weighs less than 9 ounces and measures a 
mere 2 3/4' ‘ x 4 Yet its 8 power magnifica¬ 
tion provides the clarity and detail found in 
■ much larger (and more expensive) binoculars. 

'S3/ 11 s reiative| y narrow field allows the user to 
iQcaie targets almost immediately. 

Rubber coated armour makes the binocular water repellant and 
shockproof. Each binocular comes complete with a carrying case which 
can be worn on the belt and is warranted tor 1 year by Brunton. 
Kaufman's is certain you’ll be both pleased and amazed at the quality 
and effectiveness ot this binocular If you're not completely satisfied 
return it to us tor a full rotund plus a $5 00 credit which may be applied 
towards any of our merchandise at any time. 

Choose: Camouflage rubber armoured or Black rubber armoured 
List price . $120.00/each. 

Kaufman’s price S99.95/each. 

_ t Two great things about our ties: 

G R E they're made especially for us in trie USA 

from genuine Gl woodland camo material of 50% 
cotton/50% nylon so they can be washed or dry cleaned. 
Second, they go equally well with anything in your wardrobe, 
from your most formal blue pin stripe suit to your Hawaiian 
shirt with the tunny looking fishes on it. 

Choose from: Pointed end (traditional and conservative) or 
Straight End (punk and iconoclastic) S9.95/each; 

2 for SI8.95. 

0 Ranger Combat Cap-Wood land 
Camoutlage —latest Army issue. 

This winlerweight cap features lined flaps which 
can fold out to keep your ears warm and tuck into 
the hat when the weather's balmy. Sizes run small. 

Alto available In Olive Drab (OD) Green. 

Sizes: 7. 7-1/4, M/2,7-3/4 J9.00/each. 


□ Watch Can, 100% Wool- 

This is the genuine Gl, tightly knit, and all- 
wool watch cap. Used by commandos and 
troops alike, this tightly knit cap fits snug on 
any size head for maximum warmth on ex¬ 
tended cold weather operations. Sides can roll down to protect ears. 
Choose between dark blue/black (Navy Seal or Marine Recon teams) 
or OD (olive drab; army) . $6.00/each. 


■ Black Commando Dog Tag Set - (a Kaufman's ex 

elusive): 2 Gl stainless steel tags specially treated to be non-glare flat 
black plus 2 black (4” and 24") ball chains ,.$5.00/set 



^□USAF Flight Jacket- 






These flight jackets are 
issued to military fliers and 
are designated Type MAI tor 
Intermediate Cold. (This 
means that it is the medium 
weight jacket, designed for' 
comfort in a temperature zone 
of about 20 0 to 55 °F). Look 
tor the military designation, 
sizes and stock numbers 
inside the left pocket The 
outer shell and lining are 100% 
nylon making the jacket com 

_ pleteiy wind and waterproof. The 

interlining is 100% polyester fiberlill for 
the highest degree ot warmth per ounce. This jacket is reversible, outside 
in your choice of either sage green or blue and the inside is survival 
orange. It features: two hip pockets outside as well as inside, sewn pen 
and pencil holders plus zippered easy access storage pocket in the left 
sleeve. This a snappy, convenient, warm, fully functional jacket and it 
happens to be the latest fashion trend. 

Specify: Sage Green or Blue Shel Regular Length Only. 

Sizes XS.S.M.L .. $46.75/each; XL $51.50/each 


■ Brand New!! Flight Jackets in Black and 
Woodland Camouflage - Exact in every detail to the ge 

nume Gl MAI jackets above, manufactured by the same government 
contractor, to military specs; with reversible orange linings. The Black 
nylon shelled jackets feature a QOtd zipper arfd the Woodland Camo 
jackets are made from genuine Gl cloth of 50% cotton/50% nylon 
Sizes XS. S. M. L.$4B.75/fKh;XL S5350/e*ch; 


□ US Navy Cold Weather Deck Jackets- 

Type A2-These jackets feature windproof 
cuff and hip closures plus a full zipper 
front with button overclosure. The 
Olive Drab (OD) green shell is 50% 
cotton/50% nylon. This blend allows 
the jacket to be water-repellent (not water¬ 
proof) while at the same time it has the 
softness of the natural fibre. It is lined 
with double face pile in both the body 
and sleeves. It sports two hip pockets 
and a breast pocket with snap closure. 

The Deck Jacket is cut slightly below the 
waist so large or tall persons will find it 
quite comfortable 

XS.S.M.L, . $47.75/each; XL . . . $50.75/each; XXL .. S62.75/eaeh. 
Specify Olive Drab (OD) Green or Woodland Camo Shell. 

□ M-65 Field Jackets— 

This is the basic issue combat jacket. 

Designed for complete utility, these water- 
repellent and windproof jackets feature: 

4 super large utility pockets; gussetted 
back for complete mobility and freedom 
of movement; epaulets; adjustable cuffs 
and collar; drawstring waistband; hidden i 
hood in collar. Brand new, of course / 

Sizes are XS, S, M. L. XL Long lengths | 
are available in Olive Drab (DD) Green L 
and Camouflage, Woodland patternf 
only. If you're unsure of your size, tell l 
us your chest measurement when order- \ 

ing. XS-L . $55. 00/each; \ 

XL & all long lengths . $60.50/each; 

XL/long . ... . $85.00/each. 

Choosefrom:n Olive Drab (DD) Green 
, □ Camoutlage, Woodland Pattern (latest Gl issue to Army) 

»□ Desert Tan (NATO issue). □ Camouflage, Tiger Stripe - 
(Commercially made in a US mill to military specs). 


■ M-65 liner - Genuine GI - designed to quickly and easily 
button into M 65 Jacket to provide complete warmth by sealing m the 
body heal Brand New XS. S. M L. . $19.00/each; XL S20.50/each 



□Regulation Gl Dog Tags- v 

set of 2 stainless steel tags and 2 stainless 
chains (4"and 24"). $3.00/each; 

Want us to print them? WE’LL PRINT ANY' 

THING up to 6 lines and.15 spaces per tine. 

□Printing onfy 51.00 per tag ($2.00 per set) 


PLEASE. NO DOG TAG IMPRINTING ORDERS BY TELEPHONE 


□Dog Tag Silencers - black non-glare rubber bumpers for □ USAF Heavyweight 

tags $ 1 .oo/pair Flight Jacket- Type N 2 B 

I - This is the warmest flight jacket that 

the military issues It features full pile 
hood which drapes over the shoulders 
when not needed This is the cold 
weather version of the Intermediate 
Weight Flight Jacket Type MAI tea 
lured elsewhere in this ad This jacket 
is designed for subfreezing temper 
atures. Waterproof and Windproof 
S,M,L S87.75/eich; XL S95.75 



GENUINE GI 


□ Distress Marker 
Rescue Strobe Light— 

This is a high intesity strobe beacon which 
penetrates rain and fog and is visible for 
distances up to 15 miles. Standard pilot 
survival gear, this light is about the size of 
a pack ot cigarettes ( V' x 2" x 4 V?") yet 
it puts out a dazzling white flash (250.000 
lumens) 50 times per minute for up to 9 hours. 

The unit is waterproof and shoewproof. Sold 
complete with case and 1 battery $39,5 &'mc*i. 
n Replacement Batteries for Strobe Light 
$5.0Q/each; 3 tor $12.00 

ORDER TOLL FREE 1-800-545-0933 


' DRe 



We’re Not The Cheapest!! But Then, We’re 

Not Trying To Be. f ci toft 65 years the Kaufman name has 
been rniKElHJ u M - fj nv im^i, genuine miliary an:i s 
sigma fjqi mmmfirnait to trs* rale -kut-js is teyerxLVy flur service 
policy meJflt 

• All in stock items are shipped no later than the next business day 
regardless of whether you pay by check, money order, credit card 
or C 0 D (There is a C D D lee of $4 00 in addition to the regular 

snppnq;. 

• I d i he* Ktfiffcne aceer to our Customer Service Deparlmeni 
rtfc l not 'Jiy he in l.iktt your orders (every firm with an 800 
niiirilT- wil rSn ful i <>/ l be happy to answer your ques- 
«GP5 Werner you t lu ask about our merchandise or the 
:jani!:. tf <vi filler khi Dtoffi. we guarantee friendly, courteous ser 



IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT 


SHIPPING COSTS 

Please include appropriate shipping costs fromshart below with 
each order Amounts shown include costs of postage, packaging, 
insurance and handling. 

Orders up to SI 0 00 $300 

Orders from $10 01 to 20.00 375 

Orders trom $20.01 to 35.00 450 

Orders from $35.01 to 50.00 5 25 

Orders from $50.01 to 70.00 6 25 

Orders from $70.01 to 90.00 7 25 

Orders over $90.00 

Canadian Qrders-Send Double Amount Indicated 

CALL MON-SAT; 9:00-7:00 (Mountain Time) 


No. wp r-p rjj| |hq chr-apflsl But you get what you pay lor It you order 
Ihfl chegHiEJ. ycu may «Ai a long time for delivery of something you 
may iillrn,iltfy hr unhappy with II you order from Kaufman s you'll 
see why icp guiiry merchandise and first rate service (with a 
Customer Seriiis Deptnm-*ni .luiuih^jwii squeeze the most 
value out KVKiy ildUr yrra spevi 


7^5 

. 8.00 W 

imount Indicated. & 
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ORDER TOLL FREE 1-800-545-0933 — CALL MON-SAT; 9:00-7:00 (Mountain Time) 












































































i^UIET KILLER 

An air rifle with the terminal ballistics 
of .45 AFC? That’s what the 
manufacturer claims for the A-I-Rifle 
Number 5. The hollow-point .428-in., 
180-gr. cast slug moving at 860 fps, has 
the same Taylor Knockout Scale value 
as .243 Win_with much less noise. 

It’s a weapon with interesting 
potential for targets under 100 meters. 
One more bonus: Few legal codes 
define pneumatic weapons as firearms 
requiring a license. A catalog with 
prices, specs and color photos costs $4. 
ITR—A-I-R, Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 557, 
Maricopa, AZ 85239. 



PAINT POWER 

SOF Conventioneers in Las Vegas 
saw how realistic paint-gun games can 
be. Now you can develop your own 
weapons and close-combat exercises 
with your own pistols. 

High velocity .68-caliber marking 
guns fire bright blue or scarlet paint 
pellets using an entirely enclosed CO 2 
system advertised to be leakproof and 
protected against dirt. The paint is 
water-soluble and easily washes off skin 
or out of clothing. 

And by the time you read this, there 
should be a semiauto paint pistol on 
the market In quantities from one to 
five, the guns cost $135 each, and 
volume discounts are available. The 
Ultimate Game Inc., Dept. SOF, P.O. 
Box 1856, Ormond Beach, FL 32075. 


ADVENTURE 
QUARTERMASTE 




Unlicensed rock ’n roll 


If you have a couple of Ruger 10/22s you’d like to trade for a machine gun, 
this is your lucky day. The Two-Twenty-Two system ties a pair of semiauto 
rifles on a tripod. Shooters simply hang onto the pistol grip and crank the 
handle for imitation full-auto. Since the crank trips the triggers individually for 
each round fired, it’s perfectly legal without Title II paperwork. Price tag of 
$285 doesn’t include rifles. Mitchell Arms, Dept. SOF, 2101 E. 4th St., Suite 
201 A, Santa Ana, CA 92705. Phone: (714) 964-3678. 



Last holster 

Gene DeSantis may put himself out of business with the Tripak. 

It’s an inexpensive nylon holster system with a large and a small holster. 
Combined with different straps and clip systems, the Tripak carries on the belt, 
inside the belt, on the ankle, or practically anywhere else you can think of 
including a shoulder rig’. At $46.95 for the whole package, or $39.95 for 
everything but the mini-holster, you may never need to buy another holster. 

Mail orders should be addressed to Price Security Systems, Inc., Dept. SOF, 
P.O. Box 1048, Lenox Hill Station, New York City, NY 10021. Phone: (212) 
794-9040. ^ 
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Overall length.8%* 

Overall height. 5Vi n 

Overall width.I 1 /*" 

Barrell length.5*4* 

Weight (unloaded).39 oz. 

Weight (loaded).51 oz. 


THE STEYR GB. 


action 9mm pistol t3iat ? s nothing short of a masterpiece, 
you'll ever want in a handgun. It's all you'll ever need. 


It's a double-; 

It's everything you'll ever want in a handgun. It's all you'll ( 


Power and cap 


r . The semi-autontatic GB unleashes 19 rounds 


opacity. 

of devastating firepower on command. 

Speed and accuracy. With gas-delayed blowback action, you get 
minimum recoil for maximum accuracy—even rapid fire. And a self- 
illuminating three-dot sighting plane brings your target in line- 
even during poor lighting conditions. 

Quick handling and safe 


field 


and hammer 


block 


atly reduces the possibility of accidental discharge if 


This 


system grc 

the pistol is chopped. 

STEYR. THE IHHOVATIVE NAME IH FIREARMS. 

For more than 130 years ; Steyr has combined Austrian craftsmanship 
and innovation to develop sucn benchmarks as the famous Mannlicher 
rifle and the world's first automatic pistol. 

That same tradition of excellence is bred into the Steyr GB. It's the 
ultimate handgun. 












SOF FEATURE 



SOF 


CONVENTION 


Laying Siege to Las Vegas 

by Bill Guthrie 

Photos by SOF Staff 


E VEN jaded Las Vegas was forced 
to alternately glitter, grin and gri¬ 
mace. The neon capital of America 
had become a ripe plum for the right 
army to pluck. And the troopers were 
definitely in the TAOR. Clad in every¬ 
thing from sinister SWAT suits to con¬ 
vertible camouflage smocks, they 
kibitzed the crap-shooters and bom¬ 
barded the bartenders with war stor¬ 
ies. 

Blackjack dealers on breaks and 
bored casino patrons suffering from 
slot-machine elbow gathered by the 
pool to gawk and applaud the insanity 
as wild men pummeled each other 
with pugil-sticks. Explosions lit the dis¬ 
tant desert and gun-toting human 
spiders scaled down the walls of the 
Sahara Hotel. Before their astonished 
eyes, signal flares arched across the 
void, the spiders spat death at terror¬ 
ists holding hostages and SOF Art 
Director Craig Nunn — halted in mid¬ 
coup d'etat — fell like a wet sandbag 
onto the pavement. There is no truth 
to the rumor that he’d been drinking 
heavily prior to the engagement. 

It was Friday, 21 September 1984. 
And SOF’s Fifth Annual Convention 
still had two days to go. 


A reporter for a major daily paper 
was semi-lost somewhere on The 
Strip feeding slots and desperately 
trying to avoid the convention he was 
assigned to cover. The man needed 
REST. Suddenly a gang of hollow- 
eyed gamblers standing nearby began 
to oooh and ahhh at a display of im¬ 
promptu fireworks. He heard the artil¬ 
lery simulators and saw the flares. 
“Shit. I knew something would happen 
the minute I left.” 

Meanwhile, back on the Sahara 
Hotel battlefield, Nunn had been re¬ 
surrected by the cheers of the crowd. 
He rolled over, stared into the muzzle 
of Fred Borchardt’s H&K assault rifle, 
raised himself on a wobbly elbow and 
yelled, “Airborne!” The crowd roared. 
It’s the Convention. 

Borchardt’s Stor-Fjeld Ltd. counter¬ 
terrorist rappelling simulation barely 
bothered the bloodthirsty bayonet 
fighters at the Pugil Stick Tournament 
around the pool. Editors, accountants, 
mercenaries and machinists — all 
SOFers — swung at each other to the 
rhythm of XO Dale Dye’s exhortations. 

“All right, girls! Your pugil stick is 
your service rifle with bayonet fixed! 

At ease, assholes! At ease! At the first 
whistle, you will assume your stance, 
and make an aggressive noise! At the 
second whistle you will attack your 
enemy along the plank! You will not 
take prisoners and you will not be¬ 
come one! Is that CLEAR?” 

“AAARGH!” 

“I can’t hear you, maggots! IS 
THAT CLEAR?” 

“AAAAAARGH!” 


The whistle blew. New York play¬ 
wright/producer/director David Mamet, 
poised in cammies and jungle boots, 
roared and aimed his weapon. 

The second whistle blew. His 
shaken opponent — half a foot taller 
— retreated. 

The whistle blew a third time. 

“As you were , pukes! What is this 
shit, private?” Dye addressed the tall 
blond conventioneer in a swimsuit. 

“I don’t want you to hold your posi¬ 
tion, much less retreats Dye had 
seen Patton, and wasn’t above pla¬ 
giarism. ‘Tm gonna blow this whistfe 
again, and I want you to attack\ 

Mobile! Agile! Hostile! You ready?" 

“Yessir!” 

Whistle. 

Mamet, with his black burr haircut 
and wire-rimmed glasses, squeezed 
into the masked football helmet and 
charged an uncertain foe who prompt¬ 
ly took a dive into the floodlit swim¬ 
ming pool. Mamet’s pugil-stick sailed 
out of his hands and hit the water. 

He swore he spiked it in celebra¬ 
tion. Expert witnesses testified he 
ditched it tc keep his balance. The 
Drill Instructor wasn’t buying either 
story. 

They stayed at it until Dye got tired. 

Pugil sticks weren't the only water 
sports available at the SOF Conven¬ 
tion, At dawn that day the Freedom 
Marine Corporation had staged a de¬ 
monstration of an armed assault craft 
for Publisher Robert K. Brown in near¬ 
by Lake Meade. 
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“Do you want to man the 30?” The 
manufacturer’s rep had to scream 
over the roar of the 50-knot deisel 
wedded to the sleek, Keviar-hulled 
cigarette boat. 

“You bet.” 

Brown crawled forward and grasped 
the fire controls of a low-recoil 30mm 
gun which later demonstrated its 
punch at the hands of “Mr. Machine- 
gun,” Pete Kokalis, who bored big 
holes in the Nevada desert during the 
annual firepower demonstration. 

Brown recalled the days when he was 
helping to plan anti-Castro coups in 
Miami. He liked the boat.. .a lot. 

He also thought there was dynamite 
potential for Nordac’s Warrior armed 
dune-buggy which was configured as 
a Fast Attack Vehicle on the Desert 
Sportsman firing range and on the 
arms show display floor. The M60- 
mounted Warrior showed it could leap 
up hills, race through gullies, and 
blaze across flats at 70 mph. It was 
not what you find at your garden- 
variety, down-home gun show. 


Fred Borchardt of Stor-Fjeld Ltd., 
storms Sahara. H&K’s guns, Co-Cam 
Custom Clothing (Moore, Okla.) and 
SOG International (St. Louis, Md.) SWAT 
suits, Adventure Specialists (Miami, 

Fla.) assault vests, Rainier International 
(Carson City, Nev.) rappelling gloves 
and Charcoal Cloth Ltd. (Berkshire, 
England) gas masks made assault look 
almost real. 





Brown’s favorite event: Smuggler-Shoot with low-recoii 30mm from speeding Kevlar 
cigarette boat. 


Pugil-stick champ and SOF associate 
editor Dale Andrade (left) hammered 
opponents as much as 50 pounds 
heavier for his title. 

Pugil-stick tournament proved most 
popular event at convention. Hundreds 
gathered every evening by the pool to 
hear Dale Dye exhort and see fighters 
fall. 
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Weapons, equipment and militaria 
vendors and displayers jammed every 
corner of the Sahara’s Space Center 
exposition hall. Conventioneers and 
visitors got close-up, hands-on views 
of everything from aircraft to scuba 
gear, ammo to arrpor, and starlight 
scopes to anti-IR camouflage. It was 
an outstanding opportunity to learn, 
talk, handle or buy. One table sold 
$4,000 worth of bargain-priced pock¬ 
et-knives in the three days of the 
show. On the other end, SOF Contri¬ 
buting Editor Bill Bagwell showed in¬ 
credulous audiences how hjs Qamas- 
cus blades could slice through four 
free-hanging, one-inch ropes with a 
single stroke. If you wanted to shoot, 
stab or lopk like you could, the SOF 
Convention Arms Show was the place 
to be. 

Running concurrently with the Arms 
Show and other convention activities 
was the action-packed SOF Three- 
gun Match, a world-class combat 
arms competition involving skill with 
pistol, rifle and shotgun over a hot, 
torturous desert course. The match, in 
its fifth successful year and run in 
1984 by Combat Weaponcraft editor 
Ken Hackathorn with the help of inter¬ 
national weapons trainers Andy Lang¬ 
ley and Harry Claflin, drew 147 shoo¬ 
ters vying for more than $50,000 in 
cash and merchandise. 

Despite the competitors’ skill at 
arms, most would have been blown 
away with the enthusiastic crowd on 
Saturday, 22 Sept, when SOF’s 
weapons demo team staged their rock 
& roll show on the firing line. SOF 
Contributing Editor Pete Kokalis jed 
an assault on the Nevada desert that 


' 


Author prepares to count coup in 
middle of Tyrolean traverse on 
Headhunter course. Guthrie finished 
second, but dropped a head for 
disqualification. 


Traffic kept respectful distance from 
editor/publisher Brown as he drove with 
Nordac’s LAV down the Las Vegas Strip 
and out to the range. 

would have pleased Rommel — or 
defeated him, Sub-guns, SAWs, .60s, 
the 30mm bunker-buster and machine 
guns of nearly every description com¬ 
bined with a cactus-level P-51 Mus¬ 
tang strafing run shook and scattered 
the sands until SOF’s resident blast- 
master John Donovan awed them all 
with his earth-shattering explosive 
toys. 

A quieter attack on the rocky wilder¬ 
ness began qt dawn on three of the w; 
convention’s five busy days. Alecto 
Group’s “Operation Headhunter^ gave; 
conventioneers the chance to negoti¬ 
ate a five-mile course on compass- 
bearings which involved running up 
sandstone slabs and tumbling down 
twisting washes. In between, 
Headhunters rappelled over danger¬ 
ous divides and tried to avoid painful 
cactus contact. 
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Objective: Find your assigned 
heads. Cut them off. Carry them back 
to the finish line. Don't fall and don’t 
get lost. Seven five-pound sandbags 
sagged in rucksacks which blistered 
the competitors’ backs in the 120- 
degree heat. Top Headhunter of the 
fifth annual SOF Convention was R.N. 
Reynolds who beat his nearest com¬ 
petitor to the finish line by a full 13 mi¬ 
nutes. The Albuquerque karate 
teacher, firearms instructor, body¬ 
guard and hillclimb runner loped 
through the dangerous course in 40 
minutes flat. 

Reynolds obviously didn't need to 
attend Fred Borchardt’s popular rap¬ 
pelling school but a lot of other con¬ 
ventioneers did. Borchardt, president 






and founder of Stor-Fjeld Ltd., Boul¬ 
der, Colo., sweated several classes of 
would-be mountain goats through in¬ 
struction in basic rappelling and adv¬ 
anced techniques for negotiating 
rough terrain with ropes and rigs. De¬ 
spite the heat and height, many 
novices soon found themselves 
clambering up cliffs and flying down 
overhangs just like in the movies. 

For the less adventurous, SOF’s 
Annual Convention offered a genuine¬ 
ly fascinating schedule of seminars. 
Such information exchanges are the 
heart of this gathering of adventurers 
and astute students of world affairs. 
Information provided on defense 
affairs, military intelligence, profes¬ 
sional soldiering and the situation in a 
number of world hot-spots was clearly 
the best that can be obtained without 
a Top Secret security clearance. From 
Vietnam to Afghanistan, from Beirut to 
Bangladesh, from sniping to strategy, 
military and police professionals gave 
large audiences the benefit of their 
experiences around the world. 

A highlight of the gathering — espe¬ 
cially for winged warrior vets — was 
the parachute school and jumps 
staged by Cliff Albright and his staff of 
the Phantom Airborne Division. A C- 
47 (Dakota for foreign vets.. .or DC-3 
for civilians) served as jump platform 
for novices and experts who bailed 
out into clear skies over the Nevada 
desert and thrilled crowds of both con¬ 
ventioneers and civilians who stopped 
to watch. Cherry jumpers and veteran 
sky-soldiers hooked up and shuffled 
out the door to swing lazily under OD 
T-10 canopies. On the last pass of the 
leap-fest Phantom Airborne skydivers 
flew brightly-colored para-foils and 
other more sophisticated rigs to the 
desert floor. It was a breath-taking 
spectacular for all who could make 
the early morning muster to either 
jump or watch. 

Jumpmaster Albright is also a mem¬ 
ber of the Civilian Military Assistance 
Group which was represented by 
several others at the SOF Convention. 
The organization had lost two mem¬ 
bers in Nicaragua during an August- 
September training mission among 
the Contras and were the darlings of 
the national and international press 
who clambered all over the conven¬ 
tion site. CM A organizer Tom Posey 
was the center of much attention and 
delegated a representative from his 
organization to receive a special hon¬ 
or from SOF Publisher Bob Brown at 
the annual convention banquet in 
memory of the two men who died. 

Due in some measure to the public¬ 
ity generated by the CMA tragedy, the 
press tended to mob the SOF staff in 
Las Vegas. They got everything they 
wanted... and more. Those who 
came to the convention searching for 




Skydivers swooped through the military 
jumpers above the dry-lake DZ. 


Australian abseil was graduation 
exercise for Stor-Fjeld Ltd. rappelling 
class. 


Maj. Gen. J.K. Singlaub lauded 
private-sector supporters of the fight for 
freedom and eulogized those who’d 
died in Nicaraguan chopper crash. 


God Bless America: the last word for 
SOFers. From left, Bill Guthrie, John 
Donovan, Dale Dye and Hassan Gailani. 
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Executive editor Dale Dye taught and 
entertained in seminar on Beirut. 


Squad of the Dead: Yellow splashes are 
“hits” from paint-pistol house-clearing 
exercise. 


David Isby — SOF contributing editor 
and internationally-published Soviet 
military expert — gave conventioneers 
the lowdown on Afghanistan. 



juicy copy about knee-jerk reactionar¬ 
ies, neo-Nazis, hired guns or steely- 
eyed killers came away disappointed. 

A few years ago, Soldier of Fortune 
revelled in a sort of free-wheeling, 

“say anything you want, just spell the 
name right" approach to publicity. But 
the magazine has matured into a 
forum for Vietnam vets and a whole 
generation of disenfranchised Amer¬ 
icans who have had to watch at home 
while freedom and security are blithely 
stolen from the populations of whole 
continents. That’s a sobering position 
for a magazine that started on one of 
Bob Brown’s ragged shoestrings and 
it’s brought about a new relationship 
between SOF and the media. Repor¬ 
ters looking for easy marks and sen¬ 
sational copy came away wondering 
at our candor and perception. It 
showed in the stories they wrote. 

SOF has developed a reputation for 
credibility in chronicling the adven¬ 
tures and motivations of private-sector 
soldiers and adventurers who lay their 



lives on the line around the world. 
There was no shortage of examples 
at the SOF Convention. Soft-spoken 
Gary Acker, a former Marine who 
spent seven years in an Angolan pris¬ 
on, came to tell about his fight against 
communist tyranny in southern Africa 
and his quest to free comrades still 
imprisoned by an illegally-convened 
"war crimes" tribunal. And there was 
tall, rawboned Paul Fanshaw, formerly 
of the U.S. Army and Marines, 13- 
year veteran of the French Foreign 
Legion, adviser to the Salvadoran 
Cazadores Battalion and SOF repor¬ 
ter. 

It was all topped off by the Saturday 
night banquet. The Sahara Hotel’s top 
parking deck was cleared and con¬ 
ventioneers and guests gathered 
under the desert moon and stars 
watching John Donovan in his tradi¬ 
tional role as master of ceremonies. 
Colors were posted by a Marine honor 
guard, the Pledge of Allegiance was 
pronounced and dinner began. 

SOF banquets are usually rowdy, 
but the world was subtly different this 
year, and our place in it had changed. 
The dinner-table talk was reserved 
and relatively serious. Keynote 
speaker Maj. Gen. John K. Singlaub 
caught the mood. He somberly told us 
what we had lost when the Contra 
helicopter went down in Nicaragua. 

But he also explained what we had 
won. The sacrifice of two unarmed 
American volunteers for the war 
against communism in Central Amer¬ 
ica showed the world that private 
citizens can fight. 

He said we called ourselves “sol¬ 
diers of fortune," but we were really 
"soldiers of freedom.” As individuals 
we were responsible for peace and 
freedom on this planet, and for the 
welfare of our fellows. 

Singlaub inspired us. Buf there 
must have been still greater hope in 
his exhortations for our foreign guests. 
Hassan Gailani of the Unity of Afghan 
Mujahideen, and Dr. Edgar Chamorro 
of the reformed ARDE. Col. Safi, 
trainer and a battlefield commander of 
Afghan mujahideen could not come. 
His position was surrounded by Soviet 
troops, and he had not yet fought his 
way out. There was an empty chair at 
the head table in his honor. 

Gailani and Chamorro thanked 
SOFers for their support. And we 
thundered our thanks for their fight for 
all of us. 

Our business done and our 
speeches all made, we sang “God 
Bless America.” 

No one had anything more signifi¬ 
cant to add. 5? 
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MARTYRS 
IN MORAZAN 


El Salvador’s Struggle Suffers A Setback 


Text and Photos by James L. Pate 












T HE news from El Salvador could 
hardly have been more tragic or 
stunning. It was as if — on the eve of 
D-Day during World War II — General 
Eisenhower and his Allied generals had 
all been killed. Only the assassination of 
President Jose Napoleon Duarte and most 
of his cabinet could create a greater set¬ 
back in El Salvador’s fight against com¬ 
munist guerrillas, especially at a time 
when the tide of a fluid war was clearly 
turning in the government’s favor. 

In a fiery, late-afternoon helicopter 
crash on 23 October, during a full-scale 
counter-guerrilla sweep of one of the 
country’s most bitterly-contested pro¬ 
vinces, the budding corps of El Salva¬ 
dor’s field-wise combat commanders was 
reduced by four significant personalities. 
Civilian and military dignitaries with spe¬ 
cial interest in the plight of Central 
America quickly gathered in San Salva¬ 
dor to help the entire country mourn the 
deaths of Lieutenant Colonels Domingo 
Monterrosa-Barrios and Napoleon Her- 
son-Calitto, and Majors Jose Armando 
Azmitia-Melara and Nelson Alejandro- 
Rivas. Those combat-veteran officers, 
eight other soldiers and two civilians all 
perished in the wreckage of a single UH- 
1H Huey helicopter which went down in 
northeastern Morazan. 

Undoubtedly the biggest single loss 
was Lt.Col. Domingo Monterrosa. highly 
regarded at home and in the U.S. as his 
country’s most.capable field commander. 
Known to his men as “the soldier’s col¬ 
onel,” Monterrosa was celebrated for his 
practice of staying with his men in the 
field and leading operations from the 
front with his M16 at the ready. His 
charisma and concern for the people of 
El Salvador’s most turbulent guerrilla 
strongholds earned him unmistakable de¬ 
votion and respect. The 42-year-old com¬ 
mander of the 3rd Infantry Brigade, 
which is responsible for security in Mora¬ 
zan, San Miguel, La Union and Usulutan 
provinces, was slated for promotion to 
full colonel in late 1984 and was the 
prime candidate to become the army’s 
next Chief of Staff 

Monterrosa was hailed by a Reagan 
administration source who knew him well 
as “an effective and aggressive field 
commander who symbolized the new Sal¬ 
vadoran Army. His tragic death and that 
of his subordinates is a significant loss. 
We are confident, however, in the ability 
of El Salvador's armed forces to continue 
on the course charted by President 
Duarte.” 

From the Pentagon, Chairman of the 
U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff General John 
W. Vessey Jr. sent his sympathy and re¬ 
grets to the government of El Salvador 
and called Monterrosa’s death a “tragic 
loss of an outstanding individual.” From 

This is the type of late-afternoon view of the 
mountains of northern Morazan that the 
passengers in Monterrosa’s Huey could see 
just prior to the fatal crash. 



Relaxing at San Miguel, Brown shows 
Monterrosa an engraved .45. Steve 
Salisbury translates. 


across the border in Honduras, MISURA 
political coordinator Wycliffe Diego said 
Nicaraguan freedom fighters “share the 
sorrow of the Salvadoran people at his 
death.” Diego indicated Monterrosa was 
well known and respected by anti- 
Sandinista soldiers as a “great command¬ 
er who gave his life in the fight against 
communism.” 

A much more low-key but also highly 
effective field commander was Monterro¬ 
sa’s former executive officer and one of 
his closest friends, Maj. Jose Armando 
Azmitia-Melara. Azmitia, a former in¬ 
structor at his nation’s Escuela Militaire , 
commanded the U.S.-trained Atlacatl 
Battalion at the time of his death. The 
Atlacatl, a unit famed for lightning 
strikes on guerrilla formations, was parti¬ 
cipating in the Morazan combat operation 
under Azmitia’s command as part of 
Monterrosa’s 3rd Brigade field force. 

But the fiery crash, which occurred at 
around 1700 near Cerro Ocote Seco 
about five kilometers from the Honduran 
border, burned even deeper into the ranks 
of El Salvador’s top military command¬ 
ers. Lt.Col. Napoleon Herson Calitto was 
one of Monterrosa’s most aggressive sub¬ 
ordinates operating in guerrilla-infested 
Morazan Province and Maj. Nelson Ale¬ 
jandro Rivas was the third-ranking officer 
in the Morazan chain of command as CO 
of one of the army’s revered commando 
battalions. 

In a country in which operational heli¬ 
copters and men qualified to fly them are 
always in extremely short supply, the 23 
Oct. catastrophe also meant the loss of a 
vital aircraft and three pilots, two of 
them trainees who were along on the 
mission. A total of 14 men died when the 
chopper went down from an altitude of 
I ,Q00 feet, including two door-gunners, a 
three-man film team from the Ministry of 
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Defense, a Catholic priest and his aco¬ 
lyte. Sources inside the Salvadoran Air 
Force indicated the cause of the crash is 
under investigation but attributed the 
tragedy to mechanical failure rather than 
guerrilla ground-fire. Those same sources 
said the wreckage indicated the transmis¬ 
sion and main rotor had separated from 
the aircraft. Despite eyewitness accounts 
that indicated there was no effective rebel 
fire in the area, guerrilla leaders were 
quick to capitalize on the propaganda 
aspects of the tragedy. 

Even as grieving troops struggled to 
recover the charred bodies in the moun¬ 
tainous jungle terrain of Morazan, rebel 
Radio Venceremos aired a haughty, jubi¬ 
lant claim that anti-government forces 
shot down the aircraft and killed Monter- 
rosa, described in the propaganda broad¬ 
cast as “one of the biggest war criminals 
in the country/’ Ironically, on the day 
before his death Monterrosa had con¬ 
ducted a telephone interview with Associ¬ 
ated Press in which he described his 
troops’ capture of Radio Venceremos 
broadcast equipment. He also told report¬ 
ers that his men had already killed 12 
guerrillas and captured 11 in the first five 
days of his offensive. 

Meanwhile, the communist account of 
the crash was officially refuted by 
Lt.Col. Ricardo Cienfuegos, chief 
spokesman for Estado Mayor , El Salva¬ 
dor's version of the Pentagon. Cien¬ 
fuegos termed the tragic crash “an acci¬ 
dent” possibly attributable to “mechani¬ 
cal failure.” He said an official inves¬ 
tigation would determine the precise 
cause but he had no idea when the in¬ 
quiry might be completed. 

Cienfuegos refused to speculate con¬ 
cerning the tactical advisability of four 
senior commanders riding in a single 
helicopter, especially in the face of con¬ 
tinuing mechanical failures and mainte¬ 
nance problems in El Salvador’s aging, 
rickety aviation arsenal. A likely explana¬ 
tion is the simple lack of sufficient heli¬ 
copter assets. Under pressure from con¬ 
servative elements of Congress and the 
private sector in this country, El Salva¬ 
dor’s minuscule helo fleet was recently 
expanded through the Foreign Military 
Sales program. Despite that, troop lift 
capacity — particularly for large-scale 
operations — remains severely limited. 

No matter what the final outcome of 
the investigation into the cause of the 
crash or the real reason why four vital 
commanders would risk their lives in a 
single aircraft, the impact on national 
morale and El Salvador's struggle to con¬ 
trol its own destiny will be serious for 
some time yet. President Duarte’s senior 
government officials and his army com¬ 
manders face a serious challenge in reas¬ 
suring the people of the countryside that 
they can effectively carry on the fight 
and provide security. Duarte wasted no 
time in publicly avowing that the morale 
and motivation of the army would not be 


El Salvador has lost four of its best military 
leaders. But they have left their country 
dedicated, motivated, professional soldiers. 


Monterrosa receives award from Robert K. 
Brown and Dale Dye. 



“And what have you done for our 
country?” Under recent leadership 
exemplified by Azmitia and Monterrosa, the 
military has restored itself as an honorable 
profession in El Salvador. 


allowed to erode. He named successors 
for the dead officers including: Lt.Col. 
Miguel Antonio Mendez, operations chief 
of the army general staff, as replacement 
for Monterrosa; Lt.Col. Carillo as new 
CO of the Atlacatl Battalion and Lt.Col. 
Augusto Maravilla to command Morazan 
Province. 

At Soldier of Fortune, news of the 
tragedy in El Salvador brought a frantic 
deadline scramble to cover a significant 
story as well as profound sorrow over the 
deaths of superior soldiers with whom the 
magazine has had a close and continuing 
professional relationship. Several SOF 
staffers who have been on training mis¬ 
sions in El Salvador rushed to reach San 
Salvador in time for the funerals. Con- 
tibuting Editor Pete Kokaiis, long-time 
adviser and armorer for the Atlacatl 
Battalion, struggled to maintain his pro¬ 
fessional composure as he .spoke by tele¬ 
phone of his relationship with Monterrosa 
and Azmitia, who had become two of his 
closest friends, 

Kokaiis called both officers “quite 
simply the two finest combat officers in 
the Salvadoran Army” and provided an 
assessment of their capabilities. “Both of 
these men were very courageous,” he 
commented. “Both — time after time — 
exposed themselves to enemy fire so they 
could lead their battalion from the front. 
Their example commanded not only 
loyalty and respect, but the adulation and 
love of the men they led. Either one of 
them could have been a colonel in any¬ 
body’s army. They were of a special 
quality, that special breed of military per¬ 
sonality.” 

Monterrosa was described by his own 
men, including Azmitia, “as a person 
who in combat never did quite what the 
guerrillas expected,” Kokaiis said. “He 
was an unorthodox tactician and [he] be¬ 
lieved in all the concepts of keeping on 
the move, catching the enemy off guard, 
hitting him and hitting him again. The 
guerrillas particularly feared him because 
they never knew what he was going to do 
next.” 
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Indicative of the love and personal 
bond Monterrosa shared with the men 
under his command is the story of his 
leaving the Atlacatl in late 1983 to take 
command of the 3rd Infantry Brigade 
headquartered in San Miguel. 

“Monterrosa called all of the officers 
on his radio net to sign off his com¬ 
mand.^ Kokalis recalled. “He wept 
openly on the radio when he said good¬ 
bye. He was the type of combat com¬ 
mander one rarely encounters ... a char¬ 
ismatic leader who was idolized by his 
men_A number of his officers con¬ 

fided that even though the Atlacatl 
spends about 80 percent of its time on 
combat operations, they actually felt safer 
because his superior leadership had pro¬ 
duced such a finely-honed fighting 
elite." 

As he dashed to make a last-minute 
flight to El Salvador the afternoon fol¬ 
lowing the crash, SOF Publisher Bob 
Brown stopped at a pay phone to call the 
office and praise Monterrosa and Azmitia 
as “hard-charging leaders of the Salva¬ 
doran Army who had a total and compre¬ 
hensive grasp of all aspects of counter¬ 
insurgency warfare." He compared Mon¬ 
terrosa in military stature with General 
George S. Patton Jr. and characterized 
Azmitia as “a most capable commander 
who always sought out the enemy and 
worked very well with Soldier of Fortune 
personnel." 

Azmitia, Brown said, “was never re¬ 
luctant to seek advice, a very down-to- 
earth individual who was not pompous or 
know-it-all. but always seeking assistance 
wherever he could find it to upgrade the 
effectiveness of his unit." In an inter¬ 
view with NBC News three weeks prior 
to his death, Azmitia confirmed Brown’s 
characterization saying “Before [SOF] 
started to help us, we could anticipate 
that 50 percent of our machine guns were 
going to fail in the field. And right now, 
we have almost zero malfunctions." 

Although the decision was not ulti¬ 
mately his to make, it was unthinkable 
among Salvadoran Army insiders and 
LJ.S. observers that Monterrosa would 
have stood still for the naming of anyone 
other than Azmitia to take over command 
of the Atlacatl Battalion. The personal 
command style of the two men was 
sharply juxtaposed, but no less effective 
and inspirational to the men they led. 

While Monterrosa was more personally 
outgoing and expansive in meeting new 
people, Azmitia was somewhat bookish 
and reticent, more reserved in his con¬ 
versations, dress and demeanor. Probably 
his most expressive act in garrison was to 
acknowledge the kidding of his young 
troops who would admiringly taunt him 
as he walked past on the parade deck, 
“Baile! Baile!" (“Dance! Dance!") 
Azmitia would cut a little jig, a subtle 
display of friendly tomfoolery' that was a 
perfect counterpoint to Monterrosa’s free¬ 
wheeling exuberance. 



Lt. Col. Jose Armando Azmitia-Melara, CO 
of the Atlacatl Bn., gave all anyone can to 
the Tight against communist tyranny when 
the Huey he rode in crashed in northern 
Morazan Province. Photo: Courtesy Carlos 
Cucalon 


Even if Azmitia was not always as per¬ 
sonally engaging as Monterrosa, he was 
nevertheless “Monterrosa’s perfect com¬ 
plement," Kokalis said. “He was a man 
who would pay great attention to detail in 
an operation. Azmitia was also very well 
educated, a tremendous military historian 
and a student of guerrilla warfare. He 
voraciously read everything that I would 
take down there on unconventional tac¬ 
tics. Both men were brilliant tacticians, 
but Azmitia approached his operations in 
a more academic, almost scientific man¬ 
ner, while Monterrosa operated more on 
his gut instincts, which were extremely 
good." 

Despite Azmitia’s reserved demeanor 
in garrison — where he spent very little 
time — combat operations were a visibly 
stimulating and enjoyable release for 
him. After Azmitia returned from one 
patrol, Kokalis was summoned from the 
Atlacatfs armory, where the SOF staffer 
had been directing the repair and mainte¬ 
nance of machine guns, and invited by 
the battalion CO to share a beer over an 
operational debriefing. 

The incident made an indelible im¬ 
pression on Kokalis. “I almost didn’t 
recognize this man who normally was the 
absolute picture of conservative spit and 
polish, looking more like the proverbial 
bush beast with his hair wild and di¬ 
sheveled and a five-day growth of beard. 
The moment I walked through the door, 
he grabbed me and exclaimed, 'We had 


contact!’ 1 could tell from the fire in his 
eyes and the glow on his face that he was 
right where he wanted to be, being a 
combat officer." 

Both Azmitia and Monterrosa dis¬ 
played a zest for combat, but that was 
tempered with a deep concern that the 
rest of the world know that Salvadoran 
soldiers were not fighting a “civil war," 
as the situation has so often been de¬ 
scribed. Rather, both men insisted public¬ 
ly that they were involved in a crusade to 
free El Salvador of outside political and 
military influences bent on making their 
country a pawn in the worldwide philo¬ 
sophical confrontation between East and 
West. In one of his last personal letters 
from the field, written to a young Salva¬ 
doran friend in the United States Marine 
Corps, Azmitia expressed his frustration 
with the American media which, he said, 
“always accuses El Salvador’s forces of 
being hostile" to the people they are sup¬ 
posed to protect. 

Knowing the guerrillas as well as he 
did, Azmitia wrote U.S. Marine Corporal 
Carlos Cucalon, a 23-year-old artillery¬ 
man with Charlie Battery, 1st Battalion, 

1 Ith Marines at Camp Pendleton. Calif., 
saying, “I expect very little from the 
peace talks." A practical commander to 
the last, he went on to note that “l am 
running out of trained people because of 
casualties. I need more qualified help 
with my training so I can keep my units 
at full strength." 

As is the fashion among Latin Amer¬ 
ican military officers, Azmitia signed his 
last letter to Cucalon with a heartfelt 
salutation. It hardly sounded like the 
sentiment of an officer who would use 
his troops to oppress his own people. 

“Long live our country," Azmitia 
wrote. “Together the people and the 
armed forces will win our battle." 

Charismatic Monterrosa and precise 
tactician Azmitia are gone now from the 
bloody battlefield their country has be¬ 
come, but the fight they waged to the last 
breath continues. If they could speak 
from their graves, both men would urge 
advocates of freedom on both sides of 
Central America to keep fighting and 
never bow to tyranny or communist ex¬ 
pansionism. Among the people who 
loved Monterrosa and Azmitia in the 
hinterland provinces of El Salvador, the 
dead officers are likely to become mar¬ 
tyrs. 

Perhaps that’s the best tribute to their 
spirit and the most effective ultimate con¬ 
tribution either man could make. Certain¬ 
ly, the guerrillas have made a major tac¬ 
tical error in claiming to have killed the 
popular soldiers. The simple campesinos 
who have been aided, assisted and pro¬ 
tected by Monterrosa, Azmitia and their 
soldiers, will exact the best revenge they 
can and dry up support for guerrilla 
bands. That may give replacement offi¬ 
cers the chance to regain the initiative 
that has been lost. 
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THE PERISHER 

Hazing Skippers for the Brit Sub Club 


Text & Photos by Frank Durham 
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A MERICAN sailors might argue the 
. point but under the deep, dark waters 
of the world, when the sonar signature 
spells out “Her Majesty’s submarine,” 
there’s no doubt. Somewhere inside that 
hull, under as much pressure as his deep¬ 
diving boat, is a member of the most exclu¬ 
sive club in the world. 

If you had the equivalent cash that it took 
to put him there, you could bet more than $2 
million that the man is a member of The 
Perisher Club. You could bet he faced and 
survived one of the toughest and most ex¬ 
pensive military training courses on earth 
complete wjth charging ASW frigates, 
marauding helicopers, hunter-killer subs, 
sonic torpedoes and crewmen gone berserk. 

With your winnings you could further 
wager that he did not miss his earned place 
among the few survivors of the Perisher 
course to drink the ceremonial glass of port 
with fellow members of the exclusive orga¬ 
nization of submarine commanders. 




Teacher John Lang got this view of a 
surface contact on his dual control 
periscope. 

Perisher student Andy Johnson stalks his 
prey. 

A course as challenging as The Perisher 
should be of intense interest to everyone 
concerned about the condition and capabili¬ 
ties of the men who wield some of the Free 
World’s most deadly weapons, but no jour¬ 
nalist had ever gone to sea before to observe 
it. I determined to solve that shortcoming. 

I didn’t know what to expect as 1 
squeezed myself into the diesel patrol boat 
Onyx and we dived beneath the waters of 
the Firth of Clyde, west of the Isle of Aran, 
to begin the lesson for the day. 

1 found it strange mixture of schoolroom 
and weapons platform. The 10 candidates 
were split into two groups, with a teacher in 
each of two training boats. Some of the 
students hope to eventually win command 
of a nuclear sub armed with Polaris, the 
missile packed with a firepowergreaferfhan 
all the explosives used in World War II, 
inlcuding the two atomic bombs. Those 
who end up commanding a Polaris boat 
know they could be at the sharp end of a 
retaliatory strike. One of the crew members 
told me, “If we had to fire the missile, we 
would know that the crew’s families were 
probably already dead.” 

South of the Onyx the other Perishers — 
British, Canadian and Australian — were 


ON LAND AND SEA 

'■ ■ . ' ; - 

Veteran journalist Frank Durham has 

traveled the world to report military mat¬ 
ters. Assignments have included North¬ 
ern Ireland, the Mediterranean, Arctic 
Norway and the Malaysian jungle. 

Durham, a 50-year-old freelance, 
served in the Royal Air Force intelli¬ 
gence as a Russian linguist. 
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sweating it out aboard the good ship Olym¬ 
pus. 

Time after time, the frigates Alacrity and 
Galatea thundered toward us, a bone of 
foam in their teeth. 

Time after time, we “killed” one or the 
other of them, using a bird hunter’s deflec¬ 
tion shot with our four imaginary torpedoes, 
then dived to safety. Sometimes the frigate 
roared furiously past, just 15 feet above our 
steel roof. 

The Perishers stalked their prey at the 
periscope, with up to three stopwatches as 
their masters. There was a sheen of sweat on 
their faces as each attack’s tempo acceler¬ 
ated to a devil’s gallop. And they knew they 
would soon be graduating to set-piece 
attacks with as many as five ships up there 
“on the roof.” 

The object of the game was to do a series 
of lightning mental calculations to work out 
the speed and range of the oncoming ships. 
Stopwatches were set for times in seconds 
when the student was due to take look at his 
enemy. Too much looking brought, a rap 
from Teacher, because periscopes make 
telltale tracks in the water 

There were times to look at one frigate, 
times to look at the second, times for an 
“all-round look” to see what had appeared 
over the horizon. And, all the time, the 
student had to remember that the last second 
for a safe dive was when the oncoming ship 
was a minute’s steaming time away. If tim¬ 
ings went terribly wrong, the fin of the 
submarine could be torn away and the bot¬ 
tom of the frigate slit open like a tin can. 

Every move a student made and every 
word he uttered was monitored by Teacher. 

Our teacher, 38-year-old Cmdr. John 
Lang, viewed each student’s attack through 
a twin periscope, like the dual control sys¬ 
tem on a driving-school car. And if a poor 
Perisher, perspiring under a load of mental 
arithmetic that would blow a computer’s 
fuse, forgot to dive deep in time, Teacher 
would do it for him. 

That would cost the student a tot of whis¬ 
key in the bar that night. But he could win it 
back by getting the speed and range of a ship 
exactly right, as confirmed by a radio sig¬ 
nal. 

Teachers tend to drink more and pay less. 

The Perisher course is divided into two 
main parts. In Onyx , we were engaged in 
the final phase of Part One. 

A first, students are setled down gently 
with visits, lectures and a chat with an 
admiral. Then they practice attacks on dry 
land, using a simulator. The Perishers 
attack the ghostly images of wooden mod¬ 
els, projected by a TV camera, in a mock 
control room. Then they try out the lessons 
they have learned at sea, with frigates — as 
one captain put it — “running up and down 
like clockwork mice.’ 

The second part of the course, called 
Cockfight, is concerned with tactics. Stu¬ 
dents learn about anti-submarine warfare 
and attacking under operational rather than 
set-piece conditions. Would-be comman¬ 
ders are taught how to creep into shore to 


Perisher Geoffrey McCready takes over as 
duty captain of submarine. If he passes 
Perisher, he will be doing the job for real. 

If he fails, he will never have another 
chance. 

land agents and lay mines, and about the 
mysteries of photo-reconnaissance and sur¬ 
veillance. Above all, the Perishers learn 
how to stay undetected: to kill and not be 
killed. 

The lessons learned are so valuable that 
many countries send their submarine men to 
the Perisher, rather like sending a boy to 
Eton. Two key German U-boat men are 
members of the Perisher Club. The one who 
runs the Norwegian version downed his 
celebratory port with the British, too. 
Teacher takes under his wing students from 
Canada, Australia, Holland, Portugal, 
Sweden and Denmark. 

On the average, 70 percent get to the 
celebration port and 30 percent the consola¬ 
tion whiskey. 

As Onyx turned into a floating school¬ 
room, I met the Perishers of the day. Geof¬ 
frey McCready, 31, from Worthing, Sus¬ 
sex, had been first lieutenant of the sub¬ 
marine Otus. He was also a fluent Russian 
linguist. 

The senior student, thrown in to do every¬ 
thing first, was something of a rarity. Lt. 
Cmdr. Andy Johnson, from Downderr.y, 
Cornwall, had recently switched from being 
one of the Navy’s supply officers. 

There was 34-year-old Lt. Cmdr. David 
Nicholls, who had joined the Australian 
Navy and made his home in Sydney. 

And 28-year-old Huntly Gordon, whose 
last job was first lieutenant of H.M.S. Por¬ 
poise ,, could almost see his Helensburgh 
home through the periscope. 

Last, from Halifax, Nova Scotia, there 
was Lt. Norman Nicholson, aged 29, win¬ 
ner of that day’s tot for getting it all right. 

All candidates are screened and recom¬ 
mended before setting out on the Perisher. 
They are all thought to be fit to command — 


but it remains to be seen if they can with¬ 
stand the ordeals that await them. 

The stories of curves teachers have 
thrown to Perishers are told with glee in 
wardrooms around the world. The setting is 
nearly always the same: The student is peer¬ 
ing through the periscope at the most crucial 
point in the attack. 

Enter a chef, tomato-catsup blood all 
over his shirt, one finger apparently missing 
and a sausage clasped in the other hand. The 
captain has to delegate someone else to deal 
with the panic since he’s in the middle of a 
critical torpedo attack. One submarine rat¬ 
ing chuckled with glee as he told of the look 
on the conning tower officer’s face as he 
watched a control-room rating pick up the 
severed “finger” and eat it. 

Or, enter a berserk stoker, a wrench in his 
hand and murder in his heart. As one such 
Perisher was approached this way, he said 
coolly, “Deal with it. Number One.” The 
first lieutenant, a burly six-footer, knocked 
the stoker unconscious to the deck. 

Enter a comedy team of two hands with 
yards and yards of green plastic hose, 
announcing that they had come to pump out 
the well beneath the periscope. The duty 
captain had the hose wrapped around his 
feet and the periscope before he realized he 
was on the receiving end of one of Teacher's 
curves. 

Enter a rating, writhing on the deck in a 
fit, or perhaps appendicits. 

Enter a worried-looking sailor, just as the 
torpedoes are about to be fired, insisting on 
sending a domestic telegram to his wife. 

Then there is the legendary Case of the 
Disappearing Crew. As Perisher was poring 
over a chart during a pin-point navigation 
exercise. Teacher crept up behind each 
member of the control-room crew, upped 
them on the shoulder and signaled for them 
to slink away. 

When the student at last turned around, 
he and Teacher were the sole occupants of 
the submarine’s nerve center. Moral: Never 
forget what is happening around you. 
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What sort of man is Perisher material? 
Cmdr. Lang, as delicate with an artist’s 
brush as he is with a torpedo setting, sum¬ 
med it up: “He must be the sort of chap in 
whose submarine 1 would be happy to 
sleep.” 

A senior officer added, “And one 1 
would go to war with.” 

An official document states, “The aim of 
the course is to qualify submarine officers 
for command of patrol-class submarines. 
However, as there is no subsequent formal 
course of a similar nature before comman¬ 
ding a nuclear submarine, the standards set 
and achieved on Perisher are demanding 
and long-lasting.” 

“Demanding” seemed a typically naval 
understatement as Onyx , with 70 souls on 
board — plus mine and the Perishers’ — 
slipped down to precisely 48 feet to start 
work. 

The frigate’s sonar tapped its fingers 
down our hull in what would have been a 
nightmare rhythm in wartime. In the control 
room, the first Perisher began his attack. 

Comfortingly near was the broad back of 
the engineer officer, 48-year-old Douggie 
Blake. Commissioned from the lower deck 
and with 28 years’ service under his ample 
belt, Blake had been aboard a similar boat 
when instructor Cmdr. Lang went through 
his Perisher ordeal. 

Blake remembered, “He sweated—just 
like the others. When we are the crew for the 
Perishers, we catch their enthusiasm. As 
they make the attack, you start seeing the 
picture in your head. When you hear those 
ranges from the frigate go down, you get 
quite a sweat. 


“People’s hands go toward the equip¬ 
ment they’re due to operate .... They 
know what the candidate should be 
seeing.” 

When news of the successful candidates 
is announced in the submarine’s wardroom, 
the crew are eager to congratulate the men 
they have seen toiling day after day. 

Lang said, “They’re magic.” And he 
explained how the ratings often gave the 
Perishers their own personal nicknames. 
One officer was “Kneecaps;” an Australian 
candidate was dubbed “The Cool Koala.” 

Just how does it feel to pass the world’s 
toughest mental-assault course? Onyx's 
CO, 32-year-old Lt. Cmdr. Charles Tibbits, 
a Perisher graduate, took over his first com¬ 
mand at the end of January 1983. 

“On one of my last attacks, everything 
dropped into place. I had a marvelous feel¬ 
ing of satisfaction. When the whole thing 
ended, my teacher threw us all out of the 
wardroom, and we stood in the passageway 
to be called in one by one. 

“When it was my turn, teacher turned to 
me and said, ‘Welcome to the club.’ 

“I don’t think I really believed it for the 
moment. Then there was relief followed by 
self-satisfaction. And I was pleased for the 
others. We had done it together. 

“The Perisher is always held up to you. 
From the day you join submarines, this is 
your aim. When I saw my first command 
sitting alongside, I thought, ‘You have pas¬ 
sed Perisher and this is your reward’.” 

There’s a lot of intense concentration that 

Intrepid reporter Frank Durham (left), first 
journalist to go to sea with the Perisher. 


goes into finally reaching that end. Aboard 
Onyx as we neared the end of the day’s 
instruction candidate David Nicholls said, 
“If a nude bird walked up to me When I was 
duty captain. I’d tell her to get out of the 
control room.” 

Andy Johnson elaborated. “It’s an uphill 
struggle, but we all enjoy it. You’re only as 
good as your last attack. If it was good, you 
feel good. If it went badly, you feel bad. 
The Perisher tests you to the limit — and it 
shows you what your limits are. It is the 
biggest single step any of us will make in the 
Navy.” 

Johnson hurried away to the dimly lit 
control room to make a blind attack on one 
of the frigates, still patiently flogging up 
and down over our heads. He came back to 
report hits by two of his invisible torpedoes. 

Lang told me that most of his students 
lose weight during the course, in spite of 
great helpings of traditoinal submarine fare. 
This includes elephant’s footprints (Spam 
fritters), babies’ head (tinned steak-and- 
kidney puddings) and yellow peril (smoked 
haddock). 

Lang, whose previous job was “driving” 
the Polaris submarine Renown, said the 
most important quality he sought in a 
Perisher was safety. Added to that, he said, 
a Perisher must have rapidity of thought and 
mental agility: “The man must have an 
almost indefinable quality of assurance, and 
he must be- able to work under stress and 
make accurate decisions. 

“This course started in World War II, 
and what you see is just a vast expansion of 
that. The day the course finishes, the suc¬ 
cessful candidate is eligible to take a sub¬ 
marine to war. So this is a very exclusive 
club. 

“If there is going to be a shooting match, 
it could happen at sea, and the submarine is 
going to be in the forefront of the battlefield. 

“The boat’s CO is a link in the Polaris 
chain. If he didn’t play his part, the sub¬ 
marine couldn’t fire the missile. This man is 
carrying the nation’s deterrent. It’s an enor¬ 
mous responsibility.” 

But even when the newly qualified 
Perisher steps onto his more modest first 
command, feeling “10 feet tall,” that diesel 
patrol boat is still a whole lot of responsibil¬ 
ity. 

Under Lt. Comdr. Tibbits’ command in 
the Oberon class Onyx are 2,560 tons and 
295 feet, six inches of valuable government 
property. 

The two 2,000-horsepower diesel en¬ 
gines would supply enough power to light a 
small town. Seventy-two men rely on their 
captain for everything from life-and-death 
decisions to taking the can for an audit that 
doesn’t balance. 

One day Tibbits will probably win his 
“brass” commander's hat and the $200- 
million “nuke” that goes with it. 

But to the new members of the exclusive 
Perisher club, the golden moment is when 
they take their first command to sea. 

Said Lang, “It’s the loneliest but most 
exciting moment of your life.” ^ 
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SOF AFRICA 




BACK 
THE BUSH 


Trekking Through A Southern 
Africa Timewarp 


4 4 r | THEY’RE gonna hang your ass if 
X you go back there.” 

My buddies were less than encouraging 
about my trip back to the country where I 
fought during the dark days of the Rhode¬ 
sian conflict. Those discouraging words and 
several others that can’t be printed came 
from my small circle of Rhodesian-vet 
friends who evinced all sorts of doubts 
about the sanity of a man who was preparing 
for a seven-week visit to Zimbabwe. In fact, 
I had some doubts myself and wasn’t sure 
what sort of reception I’d receive when I 
landed at the international airport in Harare 
(Salisbury), capital of the now “indepen¬ 
dent” state of Zimbabwe. 

J had served more than three years in the 
Rhodesian Army during the so-called strug¬ 
gle for liberation, and I knew anything that 
even smacked of the Rhodesia days would 
land me jail for a lengthy stretch. What I 
didn’t know was how closely the Zimbab¬ 
wean government has kept tabs on ex- 
Security Force members, especially for¬ 
eigners whom they quaintly termed “racist, 
blood-sucking mercenaries.” 

The Air Zimbabwe 707 from London 
touched down in Harare just before 8 a.m. 
and I hoped the customs and immigration 
people would still be half asleep. My gut 
was churning as I climbed out into the heat 
and breathed a sigh which seemed to say, 
“look out central prison, here I come.” I 
walked up to the African immigration offi¬ 
cial, plopped my passport down and put on 
my most innocent Yankee tourist expres¬ 
sion. If they kept a “prohibited immig¬ 
rants” list, my name would probably be on 
it. I expected to see a couple of hard-cases 
with bulging armpits slide up beside me to 
serve as escorts during my direct trip to the 
Central Intelligence Organization’s down¬ 
town offices. 


by John W. Coleman 

Photos by AP/Wide World 

Although most white soldiers, like this 
Selous Scouts trooper, left Rhodesia after 
ZANU took over, a few' remain in Comrade 
Mugabe’s army. 



AFRICA REVISITED 

‘Once you go to Africa you never 
really leave it,” John Coleman told us 
two years ago. “I’ve no doubt that I’ll be 
going back.” So his 1984 trip to Zim¬ 
babwe to checkout the new regime came 
as no surprise. 

Coleman joined the ($>$> Army in 
1969 and served during 1970-71 in Viet¬ 
nam in infantry rccon at Quang Tri and 
Tuy Hoa. When he returned to the states, 
he attended the Instructor’s Training 
Course. NCO Academy and Ranger 
School. 

Disenchanted with the peacetime 
army, he left the states in 1976 and 
joined the Rhodesian Army, finishing 


basic in the top fourth of his class. He 
then transferred to the Rhodesian Light 
Infantry, where he completed the com¬ 
pany-level tactics course and later 
served as an instructor. 

Coleman had found his military 
home: “I found an army that looked like 
an army, acted like an army, fought like 
an army and —~ best of all — had a cause 
woith fighting for.” But by 1979 that 
cause was lost. 

He returned to California, where he 
now lives with his Rhodesian wife, and 
settled down as a free-lance writer. SOF 
has published two episodes from Cole¬ 
man's RLI career 4^ ‘‘Five AK 
Rounds” (February' ’83) and “LALO 
Jump” (January ’84.) 
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Nothing. Just a few pointed questions as 
to my place of residence in Zimbabwe, how 
long I would be staying and how much 
foreign currency I had. No soldiers, guns, 
bayonets or thumbscrews anywhere in the 
terminal. Suddenly, I was standing outside 
the airport, somewhat bewildered just as I 
had been nine years before. 

On the surface, the country hasn’t 
changed much from pre-independence 
days. The streets are still clean, the buses 
still run pretty much on time and there’s still 
a very bloody civil war in progress. 

This war — although it’s never referred 
to as that by the one-party ZANU (Zim¬ 
babwe African National Union) govern¬ 
ment of Robert Mugabe — is basically de¬ 
signed to exterminate Joshua Nkomo’s 
opposition ZAPU (Zimbabwe African Peo¬ 
ple’s Union) political party which was allied 
with Mugabe during the Rhodesian war. 
The tactics include intimidation, starvation 
and murder. 

Backed by North Korean, Chinese and 
British ‘"advisers,” Mugabe’s 40,000-man 
military machine is bound and determined 
to convert the ZAPU Matabele tribe to the 
one party-state concept, even if it means 
annihilating the entire tribe. 

ZAPU is hardly rolling over for this typi¬ 
cally African style of political persuasion. I 
wasn’t back in the country long before I 
discovered Mugabe's propaganda ministers 
caU resislers “bandits” or “dissidents” 
since the word “terrorist” is considered too 
Rhodesian for public use. Call them what 
they will, Nkomo’s veteran guerrilla forces 
are carrying on the fight in much the same 
manner as they did against the Rhodesian 
government. The continuing campaign calls 
for sabotage, ambush, assassinating gov¬ 
ernment officials and typical hit-and-run 
raids against military encampments. 

No one on the continent has any doubt 
about where Mugabe is getting the military 
might and expertise to stay in power. But 
there seems to be some national and interna¬ 
tional question about who opened the can of 
spinach which gives ZAPU the military and 
logistical muscle to continue the resistance. 
It’s obvious to anyone who was around in 
this country for the final sell-out that ZIPRA 
(Zimbabwe People’s Revolutionary Army), 
Nkomo’s military organization, inherited 
plentiful stockpiles of arms and equipment 


During Rhodesian war Selous Scouts 
selection course included rigorous training. 

In 1979 students like this man fired PKM 
medium MGs during weapons training. 

left over from the Rhodesian war. It quickly 
became apparent to me that the organized 
resistance in this country is also getting sub¬ 
stantial aid — in one form or another — 
from the Republic of South Africa. It’s not 
hard to understand why. 

The South Africans have a vested interest 
in keeping Zimbabwe in turmoil. The coun¬ 
try borders South Africa on the north and 
presents a two-pronged military threat to the 
Republic. A united Zimbabwe, with its 
40,000-man military force, could feasibly 
mount a conventional attack on the South 
African Defense Forces already spread thin 
by a continuing brush-fire war against ter¬ 
rorist activity within their own borders. 
Mugabe’s forces would have to coordinate 
with other African nations to have any 
chance for a significant victory, but there’s 
no doubt the military planners in Pretoria 
take this threat seriously. 

Perhaps more importantly, the South 
Africans want to keep the pot boiling in 
Zimbabwe to prevent their northern neigh¬ 
bor’s territory from being used as base or 
sanctuary by anti-South African guerrillas. 
The border zone is dominated by anti- 
Mugabe dissidents and a nation tom by in¬ 
ternal strife does not rank high on the list of 
favorite operating bases for third-nation 
forces. If a SWAPOstyle South African 
terrorist movement, sanctioned by Mugabe, 
attempted to establish bases in southern 
Zimbabwe, they would have to contend 
with SADF cross-border raids as well as try 
to steer clear of running battles between 
ZANU and ZAPU. 

A number of sources indicated to me they 
had first-hand knowledge of supplies ship¬ 
ped from South Africa to ZAPU fighters in 
Zimbabwe, but there is also significant spe¬ 
culation among long-time observers that the 
South Africans may also be involved in 
other, more secretive ventures in Zim¬ 
babwe. 

Shortly after independence, a series of 
early morning explosions rocked Thornhill 
Air Force Base near Gweru (Gwelo), a cen¬ 
trally-located urban center. Hawker-Hunter 
attack jets, Canberra bombers. Lynx heli¬ 


copter gunships and a variety of other air¬ 
craft were destroyed by blasts from Limpet- 
type explosive devices. It was unclear who 
had set the charges but Mugabe’s govern¬ 
ment used the incident as an excuse to purge 
the last white-dominated military organiza¬ 
tion which remained in the country. Six 
senior Air Force officers were arrested and 
blamed for organizing the attack. Confes¬ 
sions were extracted by torture but an Afri¬ 
can judge refused to be a party to the traves¬ 
ty and later exonerated the men. Mean¬ 
while, Mugabe scored further propaganda 
coups and succeeded in bullying organized 
resistance into the shadows. His version of 
the attack on Thornhill still stands as official 
in Zimbabwe. 

A variety of sources both in and out of 
Zimbabwe paint an entirely different picture 
of the incident. They credit the attack to a 
group of highly-trained and experienced 
guerrilla warfare experts who were uncere¬ 
moniously booted out of the country after 
independence was declared. These former 
Rhodesian soldiers had fought for their 
country for 15 years when they were told to 
leave taking only a paltry $ 1,000 emigration 
allowance. It’s not hard to imagine that a 
certain nearby government might offer them 
larger sums (sources indicate the price was 
about Rand 32,000) if they would reenter 
the country and take out specific targets. 
There are indications that other Thomhill- 
style raids have taken place in Zimbabwe 
over the years since independence, but for 
obvious reasons the Mugabe government 
isn’t about to confess to a lack of internal 
security. For the record, the South Africans 
aren’t saying anything about such activity 
either. 

Throughout my stay in Zimbabwe, I was 
surprised at the low profile maintained by 
Mugabe’s military forces. In trips to the 
northern, eastern and southern sectors of the 
country, the only troop concentration I 
noted was around the Nyanga fJnyanga) 
area where the BMATT (British Military 



African trooper readies MAG MG before 
1977 battle. Today Grey’s Scouts still ride 
to war on horseback as Zimbabwe struggles 
to contain dissident forces. 
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Advisory Training Team) was based. 
Although they, like everyone else in the 
country, were camera shy and reluctant to 
talk about their mission, it appears that they 
are running a company commander-level 
leadership course for the Zimbabwean 
Army. A class of officers did graduate from 
the course during my stay and a local inn¬ 
keeper told me, “They [the British] had one 
helluva piss-up down at the Nyanga Coun¬ 
try Club. 

“They’re not bad blokes,” he said. 
“They seem to view their time here as a 
lark, as a break in their normal routine.” 

BMATT is a mixed bunch from various 
British militaiy units including the SAS. 
Before I left for my visit to Africa, a rumor 
reached me from various sources indicating 
the team may have a darker side to their 
mission in Zimbabwe. The story circulates 
about a reconnaissance team, composed of 
ex-Rhodesian SAS and Selous Scouts, who 
attempted a clandestine crossing of the bor¬ 
der between South Africa and Zimbabwe in 
late 1983 or early 1984. Through fate, faul¬ 
ty intelligence or a security leak, the team 
ran into a BMATT-supervised ambush and 
were killed. 

To date the subject has largely been rele¬ 
gated to bar-talk between old Africa hands 
but there is no doubt BMATT soldiers are 
sensitive about the story. Trying to verify or 
disprove it, I eased into a conversation be¬ 
tween a fairly senior member of BMATT 
and his subordinate during an evening at the 
local pub in our hotel. The atmosphere was 
frosty — no introductions offered and a 
less-than-cordial welcome for a fellow 
Westerner — but at least they weren’t 
adverse to the idea of my buying them a 
round of drinks. As the evening went on, I 
inteijected the question as to whether or not 
the BMATT would be involved in active 
operations such as the ostensible ambush 
along the South African border. 

Quickly depositing his unfinished drink 
on the bar, the senior man stood and 
motioned for his colleague to do the same. 
He asked my name, jotted it down in a 
notebook, and the two stalked out of the 
pub. End of conversation, end of evening, 
end of tenuous relationship with the 
BMATT in Zimbabwe. I’d be interested to 
know if the stuffed shirt is still trying to run 
a trace on “William O. Darby.” If he’s not 
having any luck, he might try the U.S. 
Anny Ranger School. 

Outside the concentration in the BMATT 
area, the majority of Mugabe’s operational 
forces are deployed throughout the southern 
and western sectors of the country, tradi¬ 
tional strongholds of the ZAPU-aligned 
Matabele tribe. Not anxious for a quick 
arrest or deportation, I didn’t inquire as to 
the order of battle for the government but 
it’s obvious that some well-known units are 
still beating the bush inside Zimbabwe’s 
borders. The 5th Brigade, already notorious 
in the international press for its inhumane 
dealings with the Matabele population, is 
active in the area as is the 1st (Zimbabwe) 
Commando Battalion, formed after inde¬ 


In 1977 Selous Scouts helped guard 
Rhodesia. Today British military advisers 
train Zimbabwean officers near Nyanga. 

pendence. 

Previously commanded and trained by 
senior white officers, the Parachute Battal¬ 
ion of the Zimbabwean Army draws recruits 
from the Parachute Training School in Ha¬ 
rare to stay active and available as 
Mugabe’s elite, quick-reaction force. 
That’s not as efficient as it appears. During 
my stay, the PTS graduated only 12 soldiers 
from the basic airborne course out of an 
entry class of 167 African troops. For some 
strange reason, the parachute training, com¬ 
bined with army basic training, has been 
extended to nine months . In Rhodesian 
days, the army ran a three-week, U.S.-style 
jump school and graduated a great deal 
more qualified airborne soldiers. 

The situation is indicative of the serious 
problems confronting the Zimbabwean pa¬ 
rachute contingent. The last two veteran 
airborne officers (both white) left the school 
without a fully-qualified commander and 
training officer in August. To further com¬ 
plicate matters, pilots and spare parts for the 
aging, pre-independence Dakota jump air¬ 
craft are in short supply. The maintenance 
effort for these multi-purpose transport 
planes is spotty and unprofessional. Given 
all that, it’s very likely the 1st Parachute 
Battalion will rapidly lose the ability to car¬ 
ry out its designated role in national defense 
as well as counter-guerrilla warfare. 

Another unit heavily involved in field 
operations still carries the pre-independence 
designation as Grey’s Scouts. It remains a 
mounted infantry unit trained in tactics that 
date to the 1800s when the horse was the 
only viable form of military transport. 
Grey’s Scouts were mounted to navigate 
rough terrain and keep pressure on guerrilla 
forces during the Rhodesian war. Mugabe’s 
version of the unit remains on horseback but 
uses their mounts much less effectively than 
the Rhodesians did. 

A former senior NCO of Grey’s Scouts 
indicated some surprise that his old outfit 
was still operating. “I’m surprised they 
haven’t eaten the horses,” he commented. 
It may be that logistical considerations have 


forced continuation of a mounted unit in the 
Zimbabwean Army. Throughout my travels 
around the country, the only fairly new mili¬ 
tary transport 1 saw consisted of a few Land 
Rovers. Virtually all other troop-carrying 
vehicles were the ancient British RL trucks 
used by the Rhodesian Army during the 
war. Half of the ones 1 saw were being 
towed behind equally-ancient recovery 
vehicles. The situation is the same as it is 
with aviation maintenance. A lack of spare 
parts and a haphazard maintenance effort 
seriously hampers the army’s ability to 
move troops around the country and re¬ 
spond to threats. Since maintenance on a 
horse is considerably less complicated than 
working on a 2'/i -ton truck, the future of the 
Grey’s Scouts in Zimbabwe is reasonably 
assured. 

In the ranks of such units there is a mixed 
bag of military winners and losers. It’s a 
sure bet that the majority of middle and 
senior ranking NCOs and officers in the 
army come from ZANLA (Zimbabwe Afri¬ 
can National Liberation Army), Mugabe’s 
military arm during the Rhodesian war. For 
the most part under-trained and poorly- 
disciplined during the terrorist war, these 
troops, under the watchful supervision of 
Chinese, North Korean and British advis¬ 
ers, now form the backbone of the active 
army units. 

There are still a few whites serving in the 
army, airforce and ZRP (Zimbabwe Repub¬ 
lic Police) but their numbers are decreasing 
yearly. The reasons such men stayed on 
with the new Marxist regime after inde¬ 
pendence vary but devotion to Mugabe and 
his minions doesn’t seem to be a key factor. 
Toward the end of the Rhodesian war, many 
of the current senior white officers were 
junior officers or NCOs rapidly promoted 
into key positions to temper and train the 
influx of rank hungry ZANLA bush- 
fighters. Many were support troops or ad¬ 
ministrative types who were enthralled by 
the potential for advancement from sergeant 
to major in just a few years. 

Squadron Leader Kevin Milligan, the last 
white commander of the Parachute Training 
School, is an example of the former Rhode¬ 
sian soldiers who opted to remain after inde¬ 
pendence. When I knew him in 1978, Milli- 
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gan was a corporal instructor at PTS. He 
knew no one else on the staff was likely to 
stay on and requested permission to do so, 
presuming correctly that he would eventual¬ 
ly inherit the command by default. For quite 
a time he was literally the only one in the 
country who who knew anything about mili¬ 
tary parachute training. 

An absence of professional military skills 
among the Zimbabweans is clearly the sin¬ 
gle factor which most often served to keep 
whites in uniform. It was particularly evi¬ 
dent in the air force immediately following 
independence. There simply weren’t any 
qualified African pilots available to fly Zim¬ 
babwe’s outdated airplanes or black mainte¬ 
nance technicians to keep them airworthy. 
A number of promises and incentives were 
offered to whites who had these skills, but 
after the Thornhill attack and subsequent 
arrest of the senior air force officers, the 
majority of these men took off for home. 
The Zimbabwean Air Force was never 
much in evidence during my stay in the 
country. I never did see any of the nation’s 
aviation assets actually take to the air. 

Along with such practical considerations, 
there is another, ironic reason why certain 
whites remain in the Zimbabwean military. 
Some Rhodesian soldiers entered service 
near the end of the war under long-term, 
benefit-filled contracts. Despite a general 
amnesty release program which went into 
effect shortly after independence and 
allowed members of the Security Forces to 
simply drift out of the military and go home, 
the unfortunates on such contracts were re¬ 
quired to fulfill them. Most of these — 
primarily high-school drop-outs — signed 
on for a period of five to seven years in 1980 
with the promise of overseas military train¬ 
ing in Britain. They are obligated to finish 
their tours in a military force comprised 
primarily of former enemies who tried to 
destroy the country the volunteers enlisted 
to defend. The irony raises bitter emotions 
in men like the young air force corporal who 
spoke to me on condition that I not use his 
name. “It's pure shit,” he said, “but I’m 
locked in until the end of 1986. There’s just 
nowhere for me to go.” 

There was somewhere for veteran Rhode¬ 
sian serv icemen to go at the end of the war in 


1980. Many of the regular force soldiers and 
airmen (especially Selous Scouts, SAS and 
RLI troops) followed a self-preservation in¬ 
stinct and joined the South African Defense 
Forces. The SADF offered former Rhode¬ 
sian soldiers a one-year contract to serve in 
the various Recce Groups and Parachute 
Battalions. Many accepted and signed on for 
continued service while others found it too 
difficult dealing with the Afrikaner mentality 
of SADF and left after a year. Some who left 
got involved in the abortive Seychelles raid 
led by former Rhodesian officer Mike Hoare 
and others gravitated to the Transkei De¬ 
fense Force in southern Africa to serve under 
Major General Ron Daly, former comman¬ 
der of the Selous Scouts. 

As a final consideration of whites remain¬ 
ing in Zimbabwean uniform, it should be 
noted that job security is tenuous at best. 
African politics are traditionally turbulent 
and uncertain. A prestigious senior military 
command today might be the ticket to a jail 
cell — or worse — tomorrow. 

During a trip to the eastern highlands 
district, it became apparent to me that Zim¬ 
babwe wasn’t the only country in the region 
facing an internal crisis. Mozambique, the 
sanctuary for Mugabe’s ZANLA forces dur¬ 
ing the Rhodesian war, has become a 
genuine African pressure cooker. The heat 
is being generated internally by FREL1MO 
(Front for the Liberation of Mozambique), 
Samora Machel’s rag-bag army, and exter¬ 
nally by the Republic of South Africa. 
Machel’s FRELIMO troops are having a 
difficult time dealing with the Mozambique 
Resistance Movement (MRM) which is 
supported by the South Africans. The 
movement is dedicated to Machel’s over¬ 
throw and is very active throughout the 
country, especially the central regions. The 
threat posed by marauding MRM bands has 
made it impossible for FRELIMO forces, 
operating in the Espungabera-Macane areas 
of Mozambique, to drive directly cross¬ 
country to the capital of Beira. They are 

The terrorists these black and white 
Rhodesian troopies hunted in the Zambezi 
River Valley in 1966 are now the backbone 
of Comrade Mugabe's army — or still 
fighting for power in Nkomo’s Z1PRA. 



Black and white Selous Scouts stand at ease 
before returning to Rhodesia’s war in 1977. 
Today drought as well as terrorists 
threatens Zimbabwe. Coleman estimates 
that one more dry year will cause the 
country to collapse. 

forced to cross over into Zimbabwe at Mt. 
Selinda, travel north to Mutare (Umtali), 
and take the main road through Chimoio to 
Beira, I saw a convoy of FRELIMO, riding 
Russian trucks and wearing something simi¬ 
lar to East German camouflage, navigating 
the circuitous route and was told by villag¬ 
ers that it was a common sight in the area. 
Many of-the coffee farmers near the 
Mozambique border reported hearing ex¬ 
plosions and small arms fire nightly from 
MRM units attacking FRELIMO forma¬ 
tions. 

During the last few days of my visit to the 
country where I’d spent long years fighting 
the communist-backed insurgency, there 
were two final stops I wanted to make. The 
first was Hero’s Acre, the Zimbabwean 
memorial to its Chimurenga (freedom) 
Fighters of the Rhodesian war, and the 
second was Warren Hills cemetery, the final 
resting place for many fine troopies of the 
Rhodesian Army. 

Hero’s Acre, if you can look beyond its 
morbid purpose, is an impressive multi¬ 
million dollar project designed by the North 
Koreans shortly after independence. In a 
stadium-like surrounding there are multi¬ 
tiered mausoleums designed to hold hun¬ 
dreds of “heroes of the revolution.” Only 
seven are buried there at present. The area is 
flanked by large, impressionist depictions 
of the “struggle for national liberation” 
done in bas-relief. Located centrally is a 
huge statue of a warrior in heroic pose and 
overlooking all is an imposing granite 
monolith topped by an electric “eternal” 
flame. 

There were a few problems encountered 
when the area was constructed including 
cost overruns into the millions of dollars. 
The memorial put a severe crimp in Zim¬ 
babwe’s already shaky national budget. But 
there are more noticeable glitches. Each of 
the “freedom fighters” depicted in the bas- 
reliefs has a decidedly oriental cast in the 
facial features. When the area was first 



JANUARY 85 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 43 













opened for viewing, public furor sent the 
North Korean designers back to the drawing 
board. 

The huge, plastic mock-up of a candle 
which was to be lit electrically and represent 
an eternal flame a la the Kennedy Memorial 
in Arlington National Cemetery, refused to 
emit any light. Plans are being made to 
purchase a new flame for around SI50,000 
from — of all places — the Republic of 
South Africa. 

Warren Hills is an entirely different 
story. Visitors may not simply drive into the 
cemetery, look around and leave. Surly 
guards brandishing AK-47s complete with 
fixed bayonets informed me I needed a letter 
of admittance from the Ministry of Informa¬ 
tion before I could see the graves of some of 
my friends. I managed to obtain the docu¬ 
ment from an obliging clerk in Harare and 
returned to confront two different guards 
equally suspicious of the reason for my 
visit. I gave them the yankee tourist song- 
and-dance and they reluctantly allowed me 
to enter. Waiting for me was the guard de¬ 
tachment sergeant major flanked by two 
more armed guards. 

After satisfying himself that my permis¬ 
sion to visit was legitimate (I'm certain he 
never believed I was simply a tourist) the 
NCO escorted me around the site with both 
guards maintaining a discreet, vigilant dis¬ 
tance. 1 asked him about his military service 
during the war and his duties at Hero's 
Acre. 

*T joined the struggle in 1975,” he said, 
“and did my first training in Mozambique. 
From there I went to Tanzania and finally 
North Korea. When I came back to Zim¬ 
babwe I fought in Maniocaland until the 
struggle was over.” 

I smiled and nodded my head in casual 
interest. On the inside 1 was feeling as cold 
and empty as some of the graves at Hero's 
Acre. J had been on many bush trips in that 
area pulling RLI fire force duties from my 
base at Grand Reef airfield near Umtali. I'd 
probably seen the sergeant major before — 
and he’d likely seen me — over rifle sights. 

His job at Hero’s Acre, he said, was 
simply to keep the place intact. Certain dis¬ 
affected elements had blown up the inde¬ 
pendence monument near the airport shortly 
after the war, he indicated, and the govern¬ 
ment was taking no chances on a recurrence 
at Hero’s Acre. 

Warren Mills Cemetery, the resting place 
for many Rhodesian and foreign servicemen 
and women, lies only a few miles down the 
road from Hero’s Acre. The last time I was 
there was to bury a member of Support 
Commando’s Recce Troop, my first official 
duty as new commanding officer. On this 
occasion I was going to visit a friend, Sgt. 
Hugh McCall, ex-3 Commando and a native 
of New York City, who was killed in action 
in July 1979. 

I wasn't sure what to expect as 1 drove 
into the cemetery. Would the new govern¬ 
ment have left it alone? Or tom down the 
headstones bearing the hated insignia of 
Selous Scouts, Special Air Service, Rhode¬ 



Selous Scouts train near Msango Bay in 
1977. War still continues in Zimbabwe. 
Farmers in Matabeleland told Coleman that 
it’s worse today than during the Rhodesian 
war. 


sian African Rifles, Rhodesian Light Infan¬ 
try and numerous other units which repre¬ 
sented the honor of Rhodesia? That had 
been the pattern in other African countries 
as revolutionary governments sought to 
eradicate any traces of past administrations. 

But Warren Hills was unchanged. The 
silent rows of markers, some bearing fresh 
flowers, stood clean and polished under a 
brilliant, blue African sky. The Mugabe 
government had let these men and women 
rest in peace. The Rhodesian markings on 
their headstones no longer represented a 
threat. 

I wandered up and down the rows, paus¬ 
ing occasionally as a name or date keyed my 
memory. Finally 1 found the grave of Hugh 
McCall. I stared at the manicured ground 
and wondered if it had all been worthwhile, 
especially for Americans like Hugh and my¬ 
self who fought in Africa. Did the death, 
pain, blood and fear we all experienced 
mean anything now that it was all over? 

It did back then, I recalled, sweeping my 
eyes around the horizon of Zimbabwe. It 
still does. * 


MAD JIM MAKES HIS 
PRESENCE FELT 

Few tourists tramping over her bor¬ 
ders in 1978 paid for their drinks with 
American Express Travelers’ Checks 
and their socks didn’t turn up in the hotel 
laundry with little nametags sewn to the 
top. Foreign visitors to Rhodesia in 
those days were sullen creatures, more 
likely to blow up a hotel than to sleep in 
it. 

They spent their African vacations 
where they were happier — among the 
native kraals where peasants performed 
like trained poodles at the snap of an *AK 
cocking handle. The plucky little gov¬ 
ernment of Ian Smith may have control¬ 
led the army and police, but the country¬ 
side was increasingly controlled by the 
Terrs. Ragtag revolutionary gangs were 
everywhere winning hearts and minds 
by squeezing the peoples’ balls. They 
were determined to mold a Marxist Zim¬ 
babwe out of Rhodesia’s war-charred 
landscape. 

Foreign volunteers trekked steadily tb 
the veldt of the African frontier. Some 
brought only a passion for action and 
adventure. A few were like James Alex¬ 
ander Burnett, a man with a voracious 
appetite for violence. 

Burnett stood like a giant among the 
sweaty stream of mercenaries scuttling 
from bar to battle and back again. He 
was known —and feared #^as “Mad 
Jim” Burnett, He excelled at both civil 
and military disobedience. He also ex¬ 
celled at expounding on his own glory' 
and expertise as a card-carrying, front¬ 
line pistolero ■ 


The afternoon I met Mad Jim, he was 
roosting at a small bar on the manicured 
fringes of downtown Salisbury, treating 
everything in range of his booming bari¬ 
tone to his own peculiar brand of wis¬ 
dom. He called it just as he saw it and he 
took his beer straight from the bottle. 
From his pulpit amidst a sea of empties 
and crushed pretzel sticks, he told me of 
the Holy Grail he intended to find in 
Rhodesia. 

“Women and children, mate. Tve 
come to rape, loot and shoot women and 
•children.” I glanced over my glass at 
him and supposed he might be half kid¬ 
ding. *’Can’t see much sense in a profes¬ 
sional soldier blasting away at cardboard 
cutouts all his life. Women and children 
are what rifles were made for.>.and 
dogs, I hate dogs.” 

He picked at a tattooed forearm, wait¬ 
ing out a pregnant pause., i waited 
with him. 

“When I First signed up, back in the 
British Army that is, there weren’t no 
thought of turning me natural talent for 
killing things into a career then. Only 
thing 1 wanted then was to get me ass out 
of fucking Scotland. The army did that 
for me all right. It got me out and showed 
me the world. Also taught me what’s the 
right end of a rifle. The more I blasted 
away at them paper targets, the more I 
sort of warmed to the idea. Pretty soon, 
the thought of slotting something with a 
little more meat in it really started to 
raise the old body temperature.” 

I could see the sails being rigged fora 
cruise to adventure with the wandering 

Continued on page 133 
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SOF HISTORY 

EVERYMAN 
A TIGER 

SACO Mauls the Japanese 

by John B. Dwyer 

Photos courtesy of Robert V. Larson 



T HE boat slipped silently through the 
night like a hungry shark cautiously 
approaching prey. The target loomed on the 
inky horizon as a dark blur, fat and quietly 
content like a lazy swimmer floating in an 
innertube. Only 300 yards of velvet water 
separated shark from prey. 

Five swimmers silently skinned out of 
uniforms, hung deadly demolition charges 
around their necks and slipped over the side 
and into the water. In less than half an hour 
they returned to clamber, dripping and 
shivering, back into their assault craft. Any 
noise they made was hidden by the roaring 
explosions that split the darkness and 
changed the serenity of a China night into 
bedlam. The first phase of Operation 
Swordfish was successfully com¬ 
pleted. Swordfish was led by Ens. John 
Mattmiller, an American officer attached to 
Naval Unit 6. His clandestine mission 
sounds like something out of a SEAL team 
after-action report from a mission in Viet¬ 
nam. But seals were still circus performers 
when Mattmiller and his clandestine crew 
blew up enemy shipping in a dramatic 
swimmer strike. They were members of 
Capt. Milton Miles’ SACO (pronounced 
“sock-o”), the Sino-American Coopera¬ 
tive Organization, officially designated 
Naval Group China, whose specialty was 
guerrilla warfare in the China Theater dur¬ 
ing World War II. Swordfish was one of 
their most daring and dramatic attacks on 
the Japanese. 

The objective was to capture the vital, 
deep-water port of Amoy on China’s south¬ 
east coast. Control of Amoy meant com¬ 
mand of the Formosa Strait between China 
and Taiwan. The SACO intel net had 
learned that a Japanese freighter was docked 
in Amoy harbor for repairs. Miles and his 
staff decided to sink the 1,000-ton ship to 
help block the harbor, and the task was 
given to Lt. S.I. “Si” Morris’ Naval Unit 6. 


USS Augusta (heavy cruiser CA31), called 
the Augie Maru by her crew, reaches the 
inner harbor of Tsingtao, China, in summer 
1939. 


ON THE PERIMETER 

John B. Dwyer joined the U.S. Army 
in 1967 and served in Vietnam during 
1968-69 with the 69th Armor and 1st 
Bn., 14th Inf. Div. 

Now a free-lance military writer, 
Dwyer specializes in special operations 
like SACO. The former editor-publisher 
of Perimeter , a national Vietnam veter¬ 
ans’ newsletter, has also contributed to 
Chuck Allen’s National Vietnam Veter¬ 
ans Review from its beginning. SOF 
welcomes him aboard. 


The UDT-trained Naval officer, one of only 
a handful in Asia at this stage of the war, 
chose Mattmiller, another frogman, to lead 
the mission. Target date was set for some¬ 
time in April 1945. 

Mattmiller needed Chinese swimmers for 
his mission. He found them at a swimming 
match at the unit’s camp and chose four of 
the winners as his trainees. After several 
weeks of intensive endurance, demolitions 
and ship structural training they were ready. 

The group made its way to the coast 
where the men commandeered a handy junk 
from which to launch their raid. They 
traveled by night until they neared the target 
freighter. From the launch area they swam 
silently to avoid alerting harbor patrols or 
freighter crewmen. They pushed the flota¬ 
tion-rigged demo charges ahead of them. 
Working from a rehearsed plan, they spread 
out along the ship’s barnacle-encrusted hull 
and attached Limpet mines and Composi- 
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tion C charges fitted with timing devices to 
the hull, rudder and propeller. Then they 
swam silently back the way they had come 
to watch their exhausting, nerve-wracking 
work pay dividends. 

“As we crawled aboard/' Mattmiller re¬ 
calls, “we saw two big explosions.” That 
was all they needed to know and they 
promptly cranked the junk’s asthmatic en¬ 
gine into life to clear the area before 
Japanese patrols began roaring around. 

The first blast neatly holed the feighter at 
the waterline. The second mine took out 
another strategic section of hull plate and 
the freighter heeled hard to one side as she 
took water. Crewmen on deck were tossed 
into the water as the ship lurched violently. 
By morning, allied recon planes reported 
the ship was lying on its side effectively 
blocking Amoy harbor. Ens. Mattmiller re¬ 
ceived the Silver Star for his part in Opera¬ 
tion Swordfish. Both he and his Chinese 
volunteers had lived up to SACO’s motto: 
Every Man a Tiger. 

Clandestine swimmer strikes such as 
SACO men pulled off in Swordfish were 
only one type among all sorts of guerrilla 
operations staged in China during the final 
year of World War II. Like most special 
warfare units tossed together in the initial 
desperate days of the war in the Pacific, 
SACO had a strange track record. 

Immediately recognizing the strategic 
value of the China coast and ports like 
Amoy, U.S. Navy planners sent Capt. Mil- 
ton Miles to the occupied nation in April 
1942 on a special mission. His orders were 
vague. He was to set up bases and to prepare 
the China coast — “any way you can” — 
for amphibious landings the Navy antici¬ 
pated in three or four years. The future vice 
admiral had no way of knowing when he 
slipped across the border into China that the 
lack of specific guidance in his orders would 
result in sufficient latitude for him to 
assume leadership of American guerrilla 
forces harassing the Japanese in mainland 
China, or that he would become the de facto 
Far East chief for OSS operations — an 
appointment that annoyed OSS commander 
“Wild Bill” Donovan and one that became 
a source of continuing friction between 
SACO and the OSS. 

In-country, Miles met Chinese Gen. Tai 
Li, and SACO was bom. The two men 
immediately held a series of organizational 
sessions to plan the overall SACO program 
and outline several major operations against 
the Japanese. They also agreed that each of 
them should have veto power to prevent 
execution of any operation they could not 
agree on. Both men emphasized the Sino- 
American cooperation reflected in the orga¬ 
nization’s title and this eventually led to 
official recognition by the War Department 
and President Roosevelt. 

Miles became Tai’s deputy CO, directly 
commanding only the Americans assigned 
to the unit. He suffered some criticism of his 
secondary position from other American 
commanders who did not trust the skill or 
motivation of the Chinese resistance fight¬ 


ers, but Miles shrugged it off. “It seemed 
reasonable to me,” he comments. “It was 
his country.” 

SACO’s mission was to help drive the 
Japanese out of the China Theater. Gen. Tai 
provided the troops from China’s Loyal Pa¬ 
triotic Army and Capt. Miles provided the 
training cadre from Navy, Marine and, less 
frequently. Army personnel. “Happy Val¬ 
ley,” eight miles outside Chungking, be¬ 
came the organization’s headquarters. 

As SACO grew, sub-headquarters were 
established at Chihkiang and Kienyang. 
Ultimately, the Americans in SACO served 
in 14 Naval Units whose camps stretched 
from the Gobi Desert to southernmost Yun- 



Front and back of Republic of China’s 
Victory Medal awarded to Bob Larson and 
other foreigners who fought in that country 
during WWII. 



nan Province. There were also 10 comman¬ 
do raiding groups, several mine units and 
field hospitals, and 20 coast-watcher out¬ 
posts which covered a coastline that stretch¬ 
ed from northernmost Liaoning Province to 
just north of Haiphong in Vietnam. SACO 
also established far-flung meteorological 
stations that provided valuable weather data 
for the Navy’s carrier air wings and other 
allied units dependent on area weather for 
operational planning. SACO people also 
established a radio intel net that provided 
extremely valuable information on Japanese 
intentions and Imperial Army movement. 
Because they were scattered in small bands 
throughout the Chinese hinterlands, SACO 
teams also frequently rescued or helped re¬ 
cover downed fliers from Gen. Claire Chen- 
nault’s 14th Air Force. 

Despite such varied operations, SACO’s 
most important elements were clearly the 
Naval Units and their attached raiding 
groups. These men formed the cutting edge 
that frequently ripped the belly out of 
Japanese plans in the China Theater. Their 
tactics included hit-and-run raids to blow 
supply depots as well as railroad and com¬ 
munication lines. SACO raiders generally 
wreaked havoc against the Japanese 
whenever and wherever possible. They be¬ 
came masters at moving quickly, using cov¬ 
er and concealment in rugged terrain. They 
also learned to cooperate with the local 
population. 

One officer who put his SACO training to 
good use later is Capt. Phil Bucklew, USN, 
Ret., who helped establish the Navy’s 
SEAL program and was the first CO of 
Navy Operations Support Group, Pacific, 
which directed the first deployment of 
SEAL teams in Vietnam. Bucklew was no 
amateur when he joined SACO. He had 
earned two Navy Crosses for his daring 
beach recons before the Sicily and D-Day 
landings in the European Theater. He was 
one of the Navy’s most combat-experienced 
frogmen and a natural for the SACO assign¬ 
ment. 

Despite their emphasis on naval opera¬ 
tions. SACO guerrillas shook the Japanese 
serenity on land also. On one such operation 
in November 1944, some of the cadre of 
Unit One were sent to disrupt the Hang- 
chow-Kinhaw railroad in Chekiang Pro¬ 
vince. Led by 1st Lt. Milt Hull, USA, they 
set out with 131 Chinese guerrillas to blow 
the line and derail a Japanese military train. 
The attack force split into two groups of 
approximately 50 and 80 men for their 35- 
mile hike to Anhwa station. Each man car¬ 
ried a 3 /4-pound plastic explosive charge. 
When they reached the attack area; 17 men 
were detached from the larger group. Their 
mission was to plant a 40-pound charge at 
the point where the SACO intelligence net 
said the military train would pass on 26 
November at precisely 2230. 

Moving quietly through the scrub-brush 
along the rail line, the raiding party split into 
small squads which took up assigned posi¬ 
tions. The 17-man demo group pulled back 
to a house 200 yards from the tracks while 
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CHINA, B.C. 

Before it became necessary to have 
spies and counterinsurgency groups like 
SACO and OSS in Chinn, there was an 
American presence in that teeming 
country. Bob Larson , a B.C. (Before 
Communism) China sailor ; remembers 
how it was then: 

It all started, I suppose, when L first 
began reading the National Geographic , 
back in 1934, I was just a kid then and 
the depression was in full swing, but it 
didn’t cost anything to walk the few 
blocks to the local public library where I 
would eagerly read the latest copy. 

I learned two things from the Geo - 
graphic: I learned something about sex 
(all those bare-bosomed native women 
in obscure comers of the world), and 
whenever the magazine published an 
article about China, it invariably—or so 
it seemed to me — included a photo¬ 
graph of the heavy cruiser Augusta , 
flagship of the Asiatic Fleet, moored in 
man-of-war row near Shanghai. 

Six years later I was a signalman strik¬ 
er aboard the Augusta. “A home and a 
feeder/’ the plank owners said proudly. 
It was a “happy ship/’ the “Augle 
Maru/' thoroughly “Asiatic/’ and 
although I was a callow stripling of 18,1 
knew I was fortunate to be serving 
aboard her/' 1 " 1 "'’' 1 

China, B.C. —the old China. What 
memories it still evokes in my mind. A 
4000-year-old culture, flecked with bar¬ 
baric traditions that the Chinese 
accepted stoically, but which made us 
shudder. The old China, magnificent, 
beautiful, awesome — she was all these 
things — but corrupt and jaded, as well. 
Beauty and bestiality, existing side-by- 
side, cheek-to-j owl, with the obvious 
inroads of a modem society brought to 
her shores by Western man. 

‘‘Let China sleep/* Napoleon 
warned, “for when she wakens, the 
whole world will tremble/' But China, 
especially after the ill-fated Boxer 
(“Harmonious Fist”) rebellion of 1898- 
1900, was hardly in a position to resist 
further Western incursions. 


Bob Larson was treated at Oak Knoll Naval 
Hospital in Oakland, Calif., after his release 
from Japanese prison camp in 1945. A 
China, B.C., sailor, Larson's article recalls 
those happier days. 

In June 1900, with the covert blessing 
of the old Manchu Empress, Tz’u Hsi, 
the Boxers, determined to rid China of 
Westerners and Western influence, 
occupied Peking and besieged the West¬ 
ern legations. Two months later, an in¬ 
ternational relief column of American, 
British, French, German, Russian and 
Japanese troops marched from Tientsin 
to Peking and, in heavy fighting, re¬ 
lieved the hard-pressed legations. In the 
process, they destroyed the Boxers’ will 
to continue the fight. 

“The Open Door Policy/ a phrase 
coined by the Americans, was now an 
invitation for China to make more con-> 
cessions to Western nations. She did so^ 
reluctantly. The Germans, for example, 
“leased” the Kiaochow territory on the 
Shantung peninsula in North China, and 
with typical foresight, constructed a fort 
at Tsingtao, strategically placing it 
above the harbor — ice-free in winter. 
The Japanese, who entered WWI on the 
Allied side, captured it in 1914. 

Needless to say, China was in a mess. 

A clutch of war lords ruled the provinces 
with bloody fists. In some areas, people 
were forced to pay taxes 30 years in 
advance. Even window space was taxed 
rrr the larger the window, the more mas¬ 
sive the tax- And in all parts of China, 
particularly in the north, there was a 
strong undercurrent of resentment 
against foreigners. 

“Send a gunboat,** Queen Victoria 
would say whenever a minister informed 
her of trouble in some far-flung colony 
of the Empire. The U.S. government 
adhered tp a similar policy with our own 
Navy gunboats. It was called “gunboat 
diplomacy” and involved many Old 
China Hands who arc still around today. 
Two coastal and five river gunboats 
were part of the Asiatic Fleet when [ 
served in China. 

The riy^fi boats, extremely shallow 


draft and lightly armed, were comman¬ 
ded by Rear Adm, William Qlassi 
ford, whose Yangtze Patrol headquar¬ 
ters were located in Hankow. Whenever 
there was unrest in one of the-treaty ports 
on the river, a gunboat was Usually sent/ 
to show the flag. We sailed to non-treaty 
ports also when local unrest agitated the 
Christian missionaries. There was never 
any love lost between the “River Rats,” 
as the gunboat sailors proudly billed 
themselves, and the missionaries. At 
basic issue was the ultimate fate of 
Chinese hookers who the missionaries 
were constantly trying to convert and the 
sailors were constantly trying to subvert. 

No doubt about it, an Asiatic Fleet 
assignment was choice duty. All the 
necessities — namely women and booze 
— were cheap. With the exchange 
hovering around 20 Chinese dollars to 
one American dollar, a quart of U.B. 
beer in Shanghai cost less than a nickel. 
One could dally for a short time with a 
girl for two “Mex,” as the Chinese dol¬ 
lar was called —- about 10 cents. All 
night was a more expensive proposition, 
costing as much as two bits. As a Sea¬ 
man Second Class drawing only 36 dol¬ 
lars a month, my pay went a hell of a 
long way. And I didn’t stint or strain to 
build a bank account. 

It was a paradise but the final chapter 
was closing on an unforgettable era. In 
December 1937, the river gunboat 
Panay was sunk by Japanese bombers as 
she lay at anchor a few miles above 
Nanking. Two sailors died as a result of 
the unprevoked attack, and relations 
with Japan quickly deteriorated. 

Late in November 1941, Adm. Tho¬ 
mas C. Hart, CinC of the Asiatic Fleet, 
ordered all gunboats, except the Wake 
and Tutila, back to Manila. The Wake 
was caponed at Shanghai, and the Tuti¬ 
la, over a thousand miles up the Yangtze 
at Chunking, the provisional capita/ of 
Nationalist China, was tumedoverto the 
Chinese government. Its crew made it 
home the hard way. They flew to Calcut¬ 
ta, took a train to Bombay, where they 
embarked on a ship that carried them 
home — around the Cape of Good Hope 
to Trinidad, a distance of ijjpdffc than 
11,000 miles. 

Miraculously, the remaining river 
gunboats, their sides boarded up, made 
it across the China Sea to the Philip¬ 
pines, and performed gallantly during 
the battles of Bataan and Corregidor. 
None survived. 

The final chapter has been long closed 
on the saga of the Yangtze Patrol, and 
though J was never fortunate enough to 
serve aboard one of those plucky little 
boats. I’m proud to have known some of 
their crews, but just as proud to have 
served in the old China, aboard the Au¬ 
gusta , the one and only “Augie Maru/* 

— Robert V. Larson 
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two other squads cleared fields of fire to 
pepper the train crew and security detach¬ 
ment after the derailment charge had been 
fired. SACO intel was right on the mark and 
at exactly 2230, the military train rolled 
through the station where it was lifted into 
the air by the force of the prepared charge. 
Chinese raiders poured rifle and machine- 
gun fire down on the train’s defenders who 
died like flies all along the road-bed. Finally 
beginning to recover from the violence of 
the unexpected attack, Japanese crews near 
the station opened up with an artillery piece. 
Their rounds simply tore up empty terrain. 
The raiding party was already fleeing back 
toward their base camp. The trek involved 
eight days of hide-and-seek with marauding 
Japanese patrols, but they made it back 
without suffering a single casualty. 

Shortly after the train derailing, the Navy 
proposed another important mission for 
SACO. Apparently someone recalled that 
Capt. Miles had originally been sent to Chi¬ 
na to prepare the coastline for amphibious 
landings. In January 1945, he was ordered 
to make a recon of the country’s most- 
accessible beaches. Normally, the Navy 
would simply sneak a submarine into the 
area to do this sort of recon, but China’s 
shoreline remained a mystery to most navi¬ 
gators and reliable charts were not available 
to the allies. It would have to be a recon 
conducted from the landward side. 

Capt. Irwin Beyerly of Miles’ staff was 
given the mission and he selected four recon 
group leaders, one of whom was Navy Lt. 
Phil Bucklew. Bucklew, holder of two 
Navy Crosses, was a SACO scout and raid¬ 
er. His objective was the “great crescent” 
northwest of Hong Kong. To reach it he had 
to travel 400 miles from the mountain vil- 



Bob Larson (center) stopped at U.S. Naval Hospital 110, Samar, Philippines in 1945 after 
his release from Japanese prison camp. Before his capture on Corregidor in 1942, Larson 
served aboard USS Augusta in prewar China. 



Vice-A dm. Milton Miles was a Navy captain 
when sent to China on mission that spurred 
the evolution of SACO. In addition. Miles 
was tasked as Far East chief of OSS, which 
caused friction with Wild Bill Donovan. 
Photo: DOD 


SACO GUERRILLA COLUMN OPERATIONS 


COLUMN* 

ACTIONS 

JAPANESE KIA 

JAPANESE WIA 

One 

..... 25 

168 

101 

Two 

94 

1,200 

2,600 

Three 

55 

943 

732 

Four 

167 

1,600 

1,324 

Seven 

12 

292 

65 

Yangtze Raiders 

22 

744 

■ *• ?&y' f • ' ••; r 


* These Columns operated in Kwantung, Hunan and Kweichow Provinces. 
These totals are for the three-month period, May-August 1945. 


CUMULATIVE TOTALS FOR THEIR ACTIVE 
MONTHS OF SERVICE 


MOS. 

COLUMN ACTIVE SERVICE 

JAPS KIA 

JAPS WIA 

. •/'; ■ 

ACTIONS 

One 

14 

2,691 

957 

231 

Two 

M 

5,106 

1,642 

435 

Three 

11 

3,151 

1,529 

122 

Four 

14 

7.950 

2,638 

448 

Seven 

2 

292 

65 

12 

Yangtze Raiders 

TO 

1,395 

684 

78 


TOTALS 20,485 7,515 1,326 

Chart from p. 477, A Different Kind of War by V. Adm. Milton Miles. 
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lage of Kienyang in Hunan Province. Other 
team leaders were given different coastal 
areas. After mapping their areas, the four 
teams were to join up and return to Camp 
Six. 

Bucklew disguised'himself as a coolie, 
but his 6*2” 240-pound frame towered over 
the 12 Chinese guerrillas who went with 
him. It was a dicey trip, tempered only 
slightly by the delight of the Chinese villa¬ 
gers he encountered who nicknamed him 
“Big Stoop.” 

It didn’t take long for Japanese Army 
units to hear about the huge coolie and his 
entourage. They sent out patrols to capture 
them but the recon team evaded them. They 
foynd haystacks were useful hiding places, 
but the recon team could not afford to spend 
much time evading the enemy. There was a 
deadline to be met and the constant pushing 
finally caused Bucklew’s coolie sandals to 
disintegrate. Eventually he found himself 
traversing rough terrain barefoot. 

Finally his team reached the rendezvous 
point where they were to pick up a hidden 
motorboat to carry out their photo recon. 
This was the moment that Big Stoop, the 
experienced naval officer, had been waiting 
for. The overland trek had been, as he de¬ 
scribed it, “the reverse of what I’d done 
before.” 

The 13 men of Bucklew’s team could not 
immediately get their oars in the water. 
Suspicious Japanese troops had sunk the 
boat they were to use and they had to prowl 
the shoreline in order to commandeer some 
sampans and carry out their mission. 

Then they turned back to join the two 
other groups that had successfully mapped 
different areas. On the way, Bucklew slip¬ 
ped and fell into a ravine, tearing the liga¬ 
ments in one of his legs so badly that his 
faithful Chinese guerrillas had to carry him 
the last 10 miles to the rendezvous point. 

It was a painful, difficult and dangerous 
mission for the the SACO recon teams in¬ 
volved. Unfortunately, it was to no avail. 
By the time their report reached the Navy 
planners in Washington, evolving strategy 
precluded landings on the Chinese main¬ 
land. Big Stoop remained philosophical ab¬ 
out the mission and modestly accepted two 
Nationalist Chinese Medals for his SACO 
service. 

SACO operations set the pattern of con¬ 
flict to come in Southeast Asia. Adm. Miles 
must have realized that. In his book which 
describes the operations of the unit during 
World War II (A Different Kind of War), he 
declared, “It seems clear to me that it is in 
Asia that such unfinished fighting as we 
must f&ce now lies. I do*not see how we can 
possibly escape it, and to be successful.we 
must be supple .... and we must never 
stack arms.” 

One of his young staff members, a 
psychological warfare expert, developed a 
daring scheme to penetrate the Japanese 
stronghold in Vietnam during WWII. 
Lt.j.g. George Devereux’s “Special Mili¬ 
tary Plan for Indochina’’ (cited by Ronald 
Spector on pp. 25-26 of Advice & Support , 


the Early Years — The U.S. Army in Viet¬ 
nam 1941-1960) called for 20 specially- 
trained SACO operatives to be parachuted 
into Vietnam’s central highlands near Kon- 
tum. The team was to establish rapport with 
the local Montagnards. Devereux had been 
an anthropologist before the war. He knew 
the tribesmen and their historical enmity 



USS Augusta stands out of Shanghai during 
heavy fighting between Japanese and 
Chinese in 1937. Chapei District burns in 
background. 



Orient’s answer to Broadway: Bubbling 
Well Road in Shanghai circa 1940. 


Hollywood came to China before the war: 
Grand Theater on Carter Road, Shanghai, 
1940. 



towards lowland Viets, the French and the 
Japanese. SACO would organize the Mon¬ 
tagnards into guerrilla columns, which, 
supplied by air drop, would become oper¬ 
ational within five months and would, 
according to Devereux, “tie up enemy 
forces, offer a rallying ground for French 
patriots and native opponents of the 
Japanese.” Additionally, the guerrillas 
would provide valuable intelligence and 
threaten the Japanese rear if the inyasion of 
Burma went off as then planned. 

Unfortunately, Devereux’s plan was not 
executed. It became the victim of the con¬ 
tinuing feud between the OSS and SACO. 
Despite that, the plan developed by a SACO 
officer becaue a guiding precept for the Spe¬ 
cial Forces CIDG/Mobile Guerrilla and 
Strike Force programs which were well- 
polished during American involvement in 
Vietnam some 20 years later.. 

As WWII wound down, SACO got in¬ 
volved in the sort of strange events that 
haunt professional soldiers when political 
considerations become the driving force for 
battlefield operations. The Chinese com¬ 
munists — Adm. Miles called them the 
Yenan Reds — had begun to jockey for 
post-war power. Although they had snowed 
some Allied commanders, SACO’s more 
experienced staff knew precisely what they 
had in mind. It was maddening when orders 
came from on high that SACO could neither 
engage norfire back at communist troops — 
a restriction which didn’t keep the commies 
from gunning down SACO’s men. The 
situation was exacerbated further when 
SACO learned that the Reds were actively 
in collusion with Japanese forces. When 
word came that SACO would have to work 
with these Reds, Miles was furious. But the 
die was cast. What eventually happened is, 
as they say, history. 

By war’s end, SACO units had secured a 
200-mile stretch of the Chinese coast. Then- 
R. Adm. Miles declared that each day of 
action through July 1945 “brought addi¬ 
tional proof of the spirit and initiative of the 
men of SACO. At least a dozen of my young 
officers were handling operations which, 
except for their smaller scale, were of the 
complexity that are usually reserved for 
generals or field marshals — intricate mili¬ 
tary elements requiring the use of two or 
three languages, three or four different 
kinds of troops and, from beginning to end, 
unfamiliar techniques that had been almost 
entirely forgotten by Americans since the 
days of the Indians in western New York, 
Pennsylvania and Kentucky.” 

SACO was disbanded immediately after 
the war in the China theater ended but not 
before a grateful Chinese nation awarded R. 
A4m. Miles their highest decoration, the 
Order of Un Hui (White Cloud & Golden 
Banner), Medal No. 90. In response, Adm. 
Miles saw to it that his SACO commander 
and good friend, Gen. Tai Li, received the 
American Legion of Merit. Sadly, the de¬ 
coration had to be awarded posthumously: 
Gen. Tai had died in a plane crash near 
Nanking. ^ 
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Between the Druse and the Deep Blue Sea 

Text & Photos by Edward Rasen 


£ £ OU have to take a stand some- 
X where, * * said Hani Azzi as we sat 
on the porch of his father’s house, eating 
fresh Lebanese delicacies prepared by his 
mother. “Look up there,” he said, pointing 
at the nearby hills. “They are less than 
2,000 meters away.” 

I squinted up at the dun-colored, dust- 
covered hills to our rear. Azzi, a Christian, 
was referring to the Druze, Shi’ite and Sun¬ 
ni Moslem militias — aided, encouraged 
and supplied by Syrian-backed Palestinian 
guerrillas — who have encircled Jieh (pro¬ 
nounced Gee), the small, predominantly 
Christian enclave between Damour and 
Sidon, along Lebanon’s Mediterranean 
coast. From this perspective it was hard to 
believe his contention that the Christian 
families here are under virtual siege. 

A fine mist hovered over the lush green 
lawn, irrigation from built-in sprinklers 
constructed by Hani's father, who had seen 
similar systems during a visit to Los 
Angeles. A black Mercedes-Benz 450 SL 
sat in the driveway, framed by stately palm 
trees. The gentle, rhythmic roar of the sea, 
just a hundred meters away, helped to lull 
the senses. We could have been in Malibu 
except for the sporadic crackle of automatic 
weapons fire and the gutted shells of shat¬ 
tered houses which stood across the street. 

Azzi shook his head, sighed and hitched 
at the holster which hung from his belt. The 



CREDENTIALS 
EXTRAORDINAIRE 

This latest report from Edward Rasen 
in Lebanon, where he has visited on a 
regular basis since the late 1970s, marks 
his fourth anniversary as an SOF contri¬ 
butor. SOF readers first met Rasen in the 
January 1981 edition through a compre¬ 
hensive look inside war-tom Cambodia 
that included Rasen’s prose and photo¬ 
graphy. Articles by the University of 


Southern California graduate have also 
appeared in Playboy , Penthouse and 
New York magazines, and have moved 
over the wires of United Press Interna¬ 
tional. In addition, he worked as a cam¬ 
eraman, writer and producer for CBS 
News , ABC and the Public Broadcasting 
System in the 1960$ and 70$. Besides 
Lebanon and Cambodia, Rasen has pro¬ 
vided the public with stories of wars in 
Vietnam. Chad, Ethiopia and Nicar¬ 
agua. 
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Christians in Lebanon would like to be left 
alone, he said. But he was fairly sure they 
never would be. Constant harassment by the 
various Moslem factions has placed their 
backs firmly against the wailing wall. 
Meanwhile, Azzi and his fellow Phalangists 
are convinced that no amount of weeping 
will pull the Christians out of their predica¬ 
ment. In Lebanon these days, the crying 
towel has been replaced by the Kalash¬ 
nikov. Hani Azzi and others like him will 
have to fight if they want a peaceful return to 
their homes in Moslem-controlled areas of 
the country. 

“We could leave,” said Azzi, still wear¬ 
ing his Lebanese Forces’ fatigue uniform 
and a 9mm pistol.“We have money. I had a 
very lucrative law practice in Sidon and my 
wife is a lawyer.” She sat near him holding 
a young child in her arms while a second 
clutched at her dress. Azzi s’ 80-year-old 
father, the former chief of Lebanon’s Judi¬ 
cial Police, offered a fine scotch whiskey 
with ice. His mother brought more food 
from the kitchen, “My father built this 
house. I was bom here. My children were 
bom here. Can I leave?” The question was 
rhetorical and gave some indication that 
there is more to the current conflict than 
merely a bloody feud between the haves and 
the have-nots. 

It’s difficult to grasp the real roots of what 
appears to be class-struggle or a low- 
intensity jihad. As a desultory kind of con¬ 
tinuing abrasion, the turbulence in Lebanon 
has been punctuated by occasional explo¬ 
sions and personal tragedy following depar¬ 
ture of the multi-national force and prior to 
the suicide bombing of the U.S. Embassy 
annex in September of last year. The last 
major factional fight had started on 7 Febru¬ 
ary 1984 and ended three weeks later to the 
day when Israeli Defense Force (IDF) offic¬ 
ers who remained in the area threatened all 
the militias with the full force of a substan¬ 
tial arsenal of modem weapons if they did 
not cease and desist from violent territorial 
bickering. No one wanted a repeat of the 
“Begin and the Jets” rock and roll show 
from the Summer of ’82 and militiamen 
settled into a low-profile, neighborhood cat- 
and-mouse game. A couple of quick mortar 
rounds or the slap of a hastily-fired RPG 
mixed with some 12.7mm or .50-caliber 
machine-gun fire marked observance of a 
relatively-peaceful period in most of Leba¬ 
non’s religiously integrated areas. One or 
all of the Druze, Shi’ite, Sunni or Palesti¬ 
nian militias usually took turns at popping 
any Christians who came in sight. The 
Christians rarely returned fire but that had 
little to do with ethics or a Biblical bent 
toward turning the other cheek. Ammo, pre¬ 
viously provided in quantity by the IDF, 
was becoming a scarce commodity among 
the Lebanese Forces. In an effort to end the 
violence, the Israelis had slowed the supply 
pipeline to a trickle. 

A militiaman in British cammies scans the 
city for anything unusual. His AKS hangs at 
his side. 
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THE BEIRUT BOMBERS 

A person identifying himself as a 
member of Jihad al Islawi (the Holy War 
of Islam), called a news agency i n Beirut 
on 8 September 1984 and warned that 
the group would soon attack “a vital 
U.S. installation’' in Lebanon. The cal¬ 
ler said the action would be in response 
to a 6 September U.S veto in the United 
Nations Security Council regarding a re¬ 
solution calling for the withdrawal of all 
Israeli Defense Force units in south 
Lebanon and the lifting of all restriction 
on the movements of civilians in the 
same area. 

The group had previously claimed re¬ 
sponsibility for the bombing on 18 April 
1983 of the U.S. Embassy in West 
Beirut in which 63 persons were killed. 
They also master-minded the 23 October 
1983 attack on the U.S. Marines’ head¬ 
quarters at Beirut International Airport 
which left 241 U.S. servicemen dead. 
And they were implicated in the bomb¬ 
ing of the U.S. Embassy in Kuwait dur¬ 
ing December 1983, The caller should 
have been granted instant credibility. 

The announced attack was carried out 
20 September 1984 when a Dodge truck 
bearing fake diplomatic plates exploded 
near the U.S. Embassy annex located 
about seven miles from the city limits. 
Another U.S. facility in Lebanon bit the 
dust and took with it two American ser¬ 
vicemen killed and four wounded. 

Jihad al-Islami is a pro-Iranian fun¬ 
damentalist Lebanese Shi’ite paramili¬ 
tary group headquartered in Baalbek, an 
ancient city in Lebanon’s Bekaa Valley 
near the Syrian border. Although con¬ 
trolled by the Syrian Army, Baalbek is 
also occupied by the Guardians of the 
Revolution, another fundamentalist 
Lebanese Shi’ite group, and Revolution¬ 
ary Guard units from Iran. Israeli intelli¬ 
gence sources claim that representatives 
of these groups and others attended sec¬ 
ret meetings during 1983 at Vamo, Bul¬ 
garia, which were organized by the KGB 
under the banner of the Revolutionary 
Federation of the Arabian Peninsula. 

Less than two years ago, Hussein 
Musawi and other dissident members of 
al-Amal al-Islami (better known as 
Amal), the Lebanese Shi’ite paramilit¬ 
ary organization headquartered in West 
Beirut, formed Jihad al-Islami in de¬ 
fiance of the “moderate political views” 
of Nabib Bern, the attorney who heads 
Amal. During and after the withdrawal 
of PLO and Syrian Army units from 
Beirut in late August and early Septem¬ 
ber 1982, Bern maintained informal but 
close relations with the leaders of the 
Lebanese Forces, the predominantly 
Christian militia which controlled East 
Beirut. 

Sources also claim that working 
through Dr, Ghassan Siblani, one of the 



Amal guerrilla wanders through Galerie 
Setnaan, West Beirut. 


leaders of Amal 5 s political bureau, Bern 
also established relationships with U.S. 
Marine commanders in Beirut. Bern and 
Siblani both speak excellent English and 
have lived in the United States. 
Although extremely popular among 
Shi’ites in West Beirut, Bern — for ob¬ 
vious reasons —- was and is not well 
liked by pro-Iranian and fundamentalist 
Shi’ites. 

While it is difficult for Bern to be 
anti-American, it is easy for Hussein 
Musawi, who comes from a large family 
of Iranian descent. In 1975, Hussein and 
other Shi’ite activists including the 
Ayatollah Khoemeini of Iran, signed an 
agreement at Sidon, Lebanon, pledging 
allegiance to the Islamic movement and 
calling for Islamic rule of the world. 
Apparently, during recent years, Hus¬ 
sein Musawi has not only been influ¬ 
enced by Khoemeini but by Sheik 
Mohammed Hussein Fadallah, one of 
Lebanon’s leading Shi’ite scholars. 
Fadallah is a member of the Lebanese 
Assembly of Moslem Ulemas (scholars) 
which has very close relations with its 
counterpart group in Iran. 

Fadallah preaches a strictly- 
fundamentalist, historically-rooted, 
pan-Moslem ideology which uses the 
Koran rather than political rhetoric to 
unite the Shia. As the Roman Catholic 
church used the Crusaders to fight the 
infidels, Fadallah encourages the fol¬ 


lowers of Mohammed to rise against 
their enemies — which include everyone 
who is not a Moslem. Since the early 
1960s he has been quietly promoting a 
concept taken from the Koran, which 
says the party of God will always be 
victorious. Fadallah is very dangerous. 
He is not a fanatic but he is a very logical 
and perceptive political strategist with a 
great sense of timing. He is firmly com¬ 
mitted to long-term goals and unlike 
most diplomats or politicians, Fadallah 
is not seeking political office or personal 
gain. 

The key to reaching his goals lies with 
Hezbollah (The Wrath of God), which is 
best described as a political trend rather 
than a group or party. It is in essence an 
informal alliance of Fadallah disciples 
who have infiltrated various social and 
political groups. Most are Lebanese 
Shi’ites by birth but proclaim them¬ 
selves simply Moslems rather than 
Shi’ites. Hezbollah through its disciples 
has great influence on various groups 
including the Assembly of Moslem Ule¬ 
mas, the Moslem Student’s Union, the 
Shi’ite Scouts youth organization, the 
Guardians of the Revolution, Jihad al- 
Islami , and Hezbo Dawa which has 
strong influence on the militia and mem¬ 
bers of Amal. 

Fadallah is a scholar; not a guerrilla 
leader. He offers religious and political 
guidance to those who share his goals 
rather than issuing orders for military 
operations. Hussein Musawi and Jihad 
al-Islami act in accordance with Fadal¬ 
lah *s goals rather than at his direction. 
The organization has been functioning 
under Hussein Musawi’s leadership as 
the special operations branch of Hezbol¬ 
lah. They are not a bunch of rag-head 
radicals and Jihad al-Islami only claims 
responsibility for extremely well orga¬ 
nized and sophisticated operations such 
as the gas-enhanced bomb attacks on 
U.S. facilities. 

Ahmed al Halaq, a Syrian intelligence 
officer, demolitions expert and high- 
ranking official in Saiqa (a PLO para¬ 
military group organized and controlled 
by the Syrian Army), is named as the 
primary operational link between Jihad 
al-Islami and the recent spate of bomb¬ 
ings in Beirut. Caspar Weinberger, U.S. 
Secretary of Defense, says the bombing 
of the U.S. Marines’ compound was 
conducted with “the sponsorship, 
knowledge, and authority of the Syrian 
Government.” 

Veteran Middle East observers specu¬ 
late the most recent bomb attack at the 
U.S. Embassy annex was launched to 
support a Syrian claim that the Lebanese 
Army is unable to maintain security and 
therefore it is necessary for the Syrian 
Army — in a peacekeeping role — to 
once again occupy Beirut. 

— Ed Rasen 
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“The situation is getting worse,” said 
Azzi, nervously rubbing his fingers through 
his black beard. “The government doesn’t 
protect us and the Israelis sit in Sidon [a few 
miles away] and do nothing to help us.” 

That’s somewhat understandable. Jieh is 
geographically isolated from most areas still 
under control of the Lebanese Army and 
President Amin Gemayel’s police units. 
The main highway from Beirut to Sidon has 
been cut and barricaded by the LF, under 
orders from the IDF, who hold a major 
choke-point just south of Damour at 
Saadiyat. Damour is controlled by Druze 
and Sunni militias. Khalde, the former 
coastal resort town between Damour and 
West Beirut, is controlled by the Druze, 
Amal (the Lebanese Shi’ite paramilitary 
organization), and Hezbollah (the pro- 
Iranian Lebanese Shi’ite fundamentalist 
group). Further north around Beirut Interna¬ 
tional Airport, area control rests in the 
hands of Amal and Hezbollah factions. 
South of Jieh, the Israelis and the newly- 
created South Lebanon Army (SLA) which 
guards their flanks are firmly entrenched 
along the Awali River, just north of Sidon. 
The Christians in Jieh are surrounded and 
cut off by hostile or complacent forces. 

The IDF doesn’t help them because Israel 
is openly upset with Christian President 
Gemayel who abrogated the security agree¬ 
ment between the two countries in favor of 
an agreement with Syria to keep its forces 
out of Lebanon. He didn’t have much 
choice. Gemayel would no longer be presi¬ 
dent if he didn’t bow to Syrian demands. 
But that reality seems lost on the Israelis 
who apparently believe they can use the 
Christian population of Jieh as a bargaining 
chip in their efforts to secure a new security 
agreement. Continuing bloodshed and 
bloated corpses make a strong lever. 

Azzi and his fellow Christians don’t care 
much for playing pawns in the international 
struggle. “Sometimes I drink too much,” 
he said gulping at his glass and refilling 
mine. “We cannot win...but sometimes 
you must fight even if you know you are 
going to lose.” His young daughter, intimi¬ 
dated by my presence, cuddled between his 
knees and hid her face in his chest. “That is 
why I gave up my law practice,” added 
Azzi as he embraced his daughter. “This is 
my home. I must fight for it.” 

Prestigious newspapers and newsmaga¬ 
zines regularly report that a “civil war” is 
being fought in Lebanon. That is patently 
false and simply a reflection of the inability 
of most Western observers to understand a 
situation that contains more grey than black 
or white. The majority of the factional fight¬ 
ing in Lebanon during the last 10 years has 
evolved from efforts by both Christians and 
Moslems to defend their homes and proper¬ 
ty. The so-called civil war began when Sy¬ 
rian-backed Palestinian guerrillas from the 
pro-Sovief Democratic Front for the Libera- 


Leaning against a wall covered with slogans, 
a Mourabitoun guerrilla flashes the 
customary victory sign. 
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THE STRATEGIC 
SHOUF: CRADLE OF A 
CONFLICT 

The Shouf Mountains east of Beirut 
have always composed a virtual Christ¬ 
ian enclave overlooking Lebanon’s 
capital city. The population of 250,000 
was sprinkled through hillside villlages 
dotted here and there with small Druze 
concentrations. That situation was not 
satisfactory for Druze activist Walid 
Jumblatt, who gazed with greedy eyes at 
the strategic mountain area. He began 
his quest for control of the Shouf in 
Aley, the largest city in the northern 
mountains. 

It seemed a natural breeding ground 
for his insurrection since the population 
of Aley is predominantly Druze (until 
1983 it was approximately two-thirds 
Moslem and one-third Christian). Un¬ 
fortunately for Jumblatt’s purposes, the 
Druze of Aley are from the Yazbaki clan 
which was not loyal to him. The Yazbaki 
are openly pro-American and did not 
approve of Jumblatt or the PSP’s politic¬ 
al and military activities. Had the peace¬ 
ful Yazbaki been able to form their own 
militia, the situation in the Shouf Moun¬ 
tains might be different today. They 
were not able to muster military resist¬ 
ance and the PSP forcibly took control of 
Aley in 1982. 

Various villages in the area fought 
sporadically but an Israeli Defense Force 
presence kept the confrontations from 
erupting into anything serious. During 
1983, the IDF held control of three 
strategic hill masses in the area. They 
had moved into the Shouf in the Summer 
of 1982 on the bitter end of Operation 
Peace for Galilee which eliminated the 
Syrian Army and most of the PLO pre¬ 
sence in southern Lebanon. They also 
took control of the coastal highway from 
Israel through Tyre, Sidon and Damour 
to the outskirts of West Beirut near the 
airport; the Beirut-Damascus highway 
from Beirut to Sofar, where Syrian 
Army Special Forces battalions were en¬ 
trenched; and the high ground north of 
Ain Dara which overlooks the B-D high¬ 
way. Bhamdoun, Aley, Baissour and 
Kfar Matta were firmly under their con¬ 
trol. 

U.S. Marines landed in East Beirut on 
25 August 1982 to assist French Foreign 
Legion and Italian Army units deployed 
for the evacuation of PLO guerrillas 
trapped in West Beirut by the Israeli 
Army. The Marines departed on 10 
September 1982 but returned just 19 
days later following the massacre of 
Palestinians and other refugees at the 
Sabra and Chatila camps in West Beirut. 
The U.S. government exerted pressure 
on Israel to reduce its presence in the 
Beirut area and the Marines and the other 
members of the Multi-national 


Peacekeeping Force were deployed 
throughout East and West Beirut. The 
Lebanese government, with the en¬ 
couragement of the U.S., formally re¬ 
quested the assistance of the Marines to 
help facilitate redeployment of the shat¬ 
tered Lebanese Army with special 
emphasis on insuring peace in the 
strategic Shouf Mountains. The Marines 
began patrolling portions of East and 
West Beirut on 4 November 1982 and 
launched a Parris Island-style training 
program for Lebanese Army units in ear¬ 
ly 1983. 

To relieve the Marines and continue 
the training effort, small detachments of 
Green Berets from 2nd Battalion, 10th 
Special Forces Group were sent to Leba¬ 
non. Meanwhile, relations between 
Israel and the U.S. continued to deterio¬ 
rate and Lebanese President Amin 
Gemayel drew closer to the American 
government which had sent forces to 
help him restore order. Israeli forces 
were bitter and resentful about the situa¬ 
tion, feeling they had done all the dirty 
work and were being asked to withdraw 
as foreigners took over. 

Meanwhile the situation in the Shouf 
was also deteriorating. The Lebanese 
Forces and the Druze began skirmishing 
during early October, spreading terror 
through two villages in the Shouf near 
Bhamdoun. On 14 October serious 
fighting erupted near Kfar Matta, Abey, 
and Bahourta, along the road from 
Damour to Baissour. The IDF moved 
into the area and imposed a cease-fire 
but five days later they relinquished 
positions in Kfar Matta to a token 
Lebanese Army force of 50 soldiers with 
three tanks. 

Progressive Socialist Party (PSP) un¬ 
its and Druze militiamen battled Christ¬ 
ian Phalange forces along the Kfar Mat¬ 
ta-Abey road and in Kaifoun near Souq 
el Gharb soon after the IDF withdrawal. 
On 31 October the Druze ambushed a 
Lebanese Army patrol near Aley and 
began shelling Souq el Gharb. The story 
of the Lebanese Army stand in this area 
was widely touted in the American press 
as evidence that the Lebanese govern¬ 
ment was on the comeback trail. Walid 
Jumblatt had suffered a set-back and 
needed backing for his Progressive 
Socialist Party, the political arm of the 
organized Druze resistance to the 
Gemayel government. He had been 
slighted before and was not about to let it 
happen again. 

When Syrian and Palestinian units 
withdrew from West Beirut in late 1982, 
they left most of their heavy weapons 
and artillery pieces for use by various 
sympathetic groups including the 
Mourabitoun, Amal, the Arab Libera¬ 
tion Front and the Arab Socialist Union. 
The PSP was ignored and Jumblatt was 
not happy about being a weak sister. 


Although PSP militiamen manned 
positions with Mourabitoun and ALF 
guerrillas along Beirut’s “Green Line,” 
they were — based on my personal 
observations — regularly insulted and 
threatened by their Arab comrades. 
Neither the Syrian army, the PLO or the 
left-wing Arab militias had much respect 
for the PSP militia. In reaction to such 
treatment, Druze warlord and PSP lead¬ 
er Jumblatt began a series of regular 
visits to Syria (despite the fact that his 
father had been assassinated by Syrian 
Secret Police) and embraced Syrian poli¬ 
cies regarding Lebanon. The floodgates 
opened and the Syrian Army began sup¬ 
plying arms and ammunition to the PSP 
militia and Druze homeguard units. As 
the Druze/PSP militias escalated mili¬ 
tary actions, the Syrians increased the 
flow of arms and supplies. 

Walid Jumblatt realized that it was in 
his best interest to exert pressure and 
attempt to undermine the government of 
Lebanon. He was hungry for power as a 
political broker in the Middle East. His 
primary competition was Nabib Berri, 
leader of Amal, the Lebanese Shi’ite 
paramilitary organization based in West 
Beirut. 

While both men vied for Syrian 
favors, Jumblatt and Berri quickly 
formed an alliance against their ene¬ 
mies. PSP and Amal guerrillas eventual¬ 
ly fought together in West Beirut against 
Sunni Moslem formations such as the 
Mourabitoun who were disenfranchised 
by the Syrians. 

Very soon after this alliance was 
forged, Jumblatt found himself a signifi¬ 
cant power both in the Shouf and in 
Moslem West Beirut. President 
Gemayel realized he was facing formid¬ 
able opposition and attempted to reach 
an accord with Jumblatt. His successful 
power-play explains why the external 
perimeter of the U.S. Embassy annex in 
West Beirut was guarded by 16 Amal 
and PSP militiamen — each paid $2,000 
a month by the U.S. State Department 
— prior to the second bombing of such a 
facility in September 1984. 

Jumblatt’s successes brought rejoic¬ 
ing in Damascus. Syria needed a supply 
line from Lebanon’s Bekaa Valley, 
through the Shouf, to West Beirut so 
Amal could prevent the Lebanese Army 
from taking control of the city. The 
Druze were the key. Syria had to act fast 
because the Lebanese government was 
rapidly increasing the size of its army 
and purchasing large amounts of sup¬ 
plies and weapons from the United 
States. At Syria’s order, the Druze went 
on the offensive, launching attacks 
throughout the Shouf and at Mtoulle. 
The IDF essentially maintained their 
own counsel and kept pressure on the 
Gemayel government, hinting in July 
that it intended to withdraw all its units 
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The rotted carcass of a gutted building 
lies near Souq el Gharb on the road to 
Kaifoun. 

from the Shouf. The area had become 
pivotal to the successful exertion of 
power by Lebanon’s duly-elected gov¬ 
ernment. 

Senior U.S. military advisers in Leba¬ 
non, working with the Lebanese Army 
through the Office of Military Coopera¬ 
tion (OMC), were directly advising the 
Pentagon about the crucial situation in 
the Shouf. LTC Albert Baker, senior 
U.S. adviser and Vietnam veteran of 
service with the 101st Airborne and 5th 
Special Forces Group, said, “Any green 
second lieutenant could look at the map 
and see the tactical importance of the 
hills.” 

Maj. Alex Franco (also a 5th SF Grp 
Vietnam veteran) said that continual 
SITREPS were sent to Washington. The 
U.S. advisers wanted the Pentagon to 
advise Amin Gemayel from the highest 
levels of government that the Lebanese 
Army should take control of the Shouf. 
The U.S. military advisers helped Gen. 
Ibrahim Tannous, then commander of 
the Lebanese Army, develop a plan to 
secure the area but they claim the 
scheme was torpedoed by U.S. Middle 
East envoy Donald Rumsfeld, who 
thought he could negotiate a deal with 
Syria. 

Syria wasn’t dealing and the IDF con¬ 
tinued to control the three strategic 
mountain-tops of the Shouf. By mid- 
August 1983, Lebanese Forces’ intelli¬ 
gence had reliable information indicat¬ 
ing an Israeli withdrawal in the immedi¬ 
ate future. LRRPs began surreptitously 
monitoring the Israeli positions and 
nearby Druze/PSP units. 

Just after midnight on 3 September 
1983, the IDF began Operation Mill¬ 
stone, withdrawing units from the Shouf 
and the outskirts of Beirut. The Druze 
immediately moved into their positions. 
Christian militiamen who also wanted to 
control the strategic redoubts fought a 
battle with the Druze forces on at least 
one hill and eventually took control fol¬ 
lowing a six-hour battle. Lebanese 
Forces also attacked Druze militiamen at 
Kfar Matta and fought for nearly Five 


days to take charge of the strategic area. 

On 4 September, Lebanese Forces 
surrounded the PSP stronghold at Aley 
while the PSP encircled Bhamdoun. LF 
units also overran PSP positions in 
Schweifat and Khalde, along the coast 
south of Beirut Airport. Israeli Air Force 
jets strafed a column of Syrian tanks, 
reportedly manned by PSP militiamen, 
attacking LF positions in Sofar. Fierce 
artillery and tank battles raged at Bham¬ 
doun as the Druze/PSP militias assaulted 
LF positions. After two days of fierce 
Fighting and heavy losses the Druze/PSP 
made a tactical retreat and Walid Jum- 
blatt made a quick trip to Syria. 

The tide of battle was about to turn. 
On 6 September 1983, the Syrian 
Army’s 27th Artillery Battalion (Inde¬ 
pendent) stationed at Hammana, north¬ 
west of Sofar and the Beirut-Damascus 
highway, began shelling Bhamdoun 
with all 36 of its 130mm guns. Pales¬ 
tinian guerrillas from various groups in¬ 
cluding the PFLP, DFLP, PSF, PELP- 
GC, and Abu Moussa, began moving 
from the Bekaa Valley toward Bham¬ 
doun. Heavy fighting erupted in and 
around Souq el Gharb. 

Bhamdoun was lost on 7 September as 
the Lebanese Forces artillery units ran 
out of ammunition for their 155mm and 
130mm guns and were unable to counter 
the Syrians. LF casualties numbered 
about 300 wounded and 50 killed. 

Despite the loss at Bhamdoun, the 
organized Christian militia kept battling 
in the Shouf and sent 200 fresh troops 
including Kataeb Security Police (SKS) 
to reinforce the 700-man LF unit that had 
been Fighting since 4 September. More 
than 3,500 LF militiamen were still 
Fighting throughout the Shouf. 

When Druze and PSP forces rein¬ 
forced by Amal guerrillas captured Bor- 
jein and Ain el Houre, east of Jieh, the 
Lebanese Forces high-command di¬ 
verted units from Baissour to the south. 
The decision proved disastrous. After 
two days of vicious Fighting and four 
counterattacks, they recaptured the high 
ground in the area but suffered heavy 
losses in both troops and morale. 

A decision was made to give Baissour 
and the Kabr Shmoun junction to the 


Lebanese Army and then withdraw. 
Fouad Ali Nader says that he and other 
LF commanders expected the army to 
link with their units at Souq el Gharb, 
which would have made the Druze vic¬ 
tory at Bhamdoun meaningless because 
West Beirut would have been isolated 
from the Shouf and Syrian support from 
the Bekaa. 

But the Lebanese Army units gave up 
the strategic position during a probing 
attack by the Druze, and Palestinian 
guerrillas moved into Baissour. Amin 
Gemayel realized that things were not 
progressing as predicted and ordered the 
Lebanese Air Force into battle. On 16 
September, Five aircraft bombed PSP 
and Palestinian positions in the Shouf. 

The situation was rapidly deteriorat¬ 
ing. The following day, U.S. warships, 
in response to shelling by the PSP of the 
U.S. Ambassador’s residence and the 
Lebanese Defense Ministry where U.S. 
advisers were based, fired Five-inch 
guns at PSP positions in the Shouf. 

The Fighting continued to escalate. 
Heavy combat between the Lebanese 
Army and Shi’ite Amal militiamen 
erupted on 23 September in the southern 
suburbs of West Beirut near the airport. 
The United States ordered the battleship 
New Jersey , equipped with 16-inch 
guns, into position off the coast of 
Beirut. Staring into those huge muzzles, 
the factions agreed to the first of many 
temporary cease-fires. 

Fighting continued to flare up in West 
Beirut and the Shouf during the follow¬ 
ing months. More than 200,000 Christ¬ 
ians evacuated the area as the PSP/ 
Druze/Palestinian coalition gradually 
took control. 

The Syrians began pouring arms, sup¬ 
plies and terrorists into West Beirut and 
contradiction of reports to the Pentagon 
from U.S. advisers in Lebanon by area 
politicians resulted in a major tragedy. 

On 23 October 1983, a U.S. Marine 
Corps HQ building at Beirut Internation¬ 
al Airport was destroyed and 241 U.S. 
servicemen were killed by a single ter¬ 
rorist driving a bomb-laden truck. 

Lebanese Army G-2 ofFicers told me 
that four or Five days before the attack 
they received information that trucks 
carrying bombs would be driven from 
Baalbek in the Bekaa Valley to Beirut 
via the Shouf Mountains. 

The Marines are no longer in Beirut. 
The Israelis are south of the Awali River 
and withdrawing their troops from Leba¬ 
non. The Lebanese Army fell apart dur¬ 
ing February 1984, losing all of the 
Shouf except Souq el Gharb. West 
Beirut is in the hands of Amal, and 3,500 
Palestinian guerrillas have infiltrated the 
city. Amin Gemayel regularly meets 
with Hafez Assad. The Lebanese Forces 
are less than a third of their former size 
and the people of Jieh are Fighting for 
their lives. — Ed Rasen 
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tion of Palestine (DFLP) murdered innocent 
civilians during the consecration of a Christ¬ 
ian church in East Beirut on 13 April 1975. 
Later that day, Christians attacked a bus 
carrying armed Palestinian guerrillas and 
left-wing Lebanese sympathizers as it tried 
to enter Ain Rummaneh, a predominantly 
Christian area of East Beirut. In both cases, 
the Palestinians had illegally entered Leba¬ 
non from Syria. Despite breathless reports 
to the contrary in American media, 
Lebanese were not fighting other Lebanese. 
Everyone involved was either defending or 
extracting revenge on an outside faction that 
had invaded their area. That’s when the 
flame under the bubbling cauldron was 
turned up. 

Syria invaded Lebanon in 1975 disguised 
as the Palestine Liberation Army. Despite 
Yasser Arafat’s posturing, the PLA was 
organized, trained, equipped and comman¬ 
ded by the Syrian Army. “We did not con¬ 
sult the Palestinians, nor did we consult the 
nationalist parties,” Syria’s President 
Hafez Assad later confessed. “We decided 
to go in under the name of the PLA.” Dur¬ 
ing December of the year when most 
Lebanese Christians were preparing for 
Christmas, 2,000 PLA soldiers were infil¬ 
trated into Lebanon. They joined with PLO 
guerrilla formations and left-wing Lebanese 
militias under control from Damascus. Dur¬ 
ing mid-January 1976, they launched a 
coordinated attack against Jieh and 
Damour, which were then predominantly 
Christian-populated towns. 

On 20 January, following a week-long 
siege and intensive artillery barrages, both 
towns were overrun, pillaged and nearly 
destroyed. At least 500 people, including 
women and children, were massacred. De¬ 
spite the healing hand of time, the people of 
Jieh have not forgotten the incident. It’s 
different with the people of Damour. They 
were all killed or forced to flee for their 
safety. 

Lebanese Christians — particularly Pha- 
langist militiamen — are hardly free from 
guilt in killing Moslems over the past 10 
years. But the record indicates they clearly 
have been more tolerant of abuse than radic¬ 
al Moslem factions. That has not come to 
light due primarily to the September 1982 
incidents at the Sabra and Chatila refugee 
camps in West Beirut. 

Phalangist militiamen — there is con¬ 
tinuing speculation that they were directed 
if not led by IDF agents — marched into the 
camps and began a wanton slaughter of re¬ 
fugees presumed to be families of PLO 
fighters who had left Beirut under a U.S.- 
negotiated agreement. In fact, many of 
those killed were simply homeless 
Lebanese who had fled fighting in their 
neighborhoods. The Lebanese Forces, most 
of whom had nothing to do with the Sabra 
and Chatila massacres, have never been 
able to recover from the stigma in world 


Brandishing pictures of their leader, Yasser 
Arafat, members of the Palestinian 
Liberation Army’s Hatim Brigade retreat 
from Beirut in August 1982. 
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opinion. 

It’s easy to understand why people would 
forget what happened during the Moslem 
militia attack on Damour in that light, but 
the fact remains that the entire population of 
the town — some 20,000 people, virtually 
all Christians — were forced to evacuate 
during the PLO/PLA attacks in 1976. The 
town remained a PLO base and training 
center until June 1982 when it was again 
destroyed and overrun by the Israeli Army. 
Small numbers of Christians returned to 
Damour in late 1982 and began rebuilding 
their homes. Other Christians returned to 


Lebanese soldiers of the 10th Bde pose on 
their Ml 13 APC during a pause in fighting 
at Souq el Gharb. 



RDX: THE DEADLY 
RECIPE FOR 
DESTRUCTION 

Maybe they should add a line to the 
“Welcome to Beirut'’ sign that greets 
people who disembark at the city’s inter¬ 
national airport. A handy message might 
read: “Let all those who enter here be¬ 
ware the bomb ? 

On 14 September 19ffe Lebanese 
president-elect Bashir Gemayel was kil¬ 
led by a bomb just a week before his 
inauguration. The Israeli Defense 
Forces headquarters in Lebanon was 
destroyed and many senior officers were 
killed by a bomb during November 
1982- The U-S, Embassy in Beirut was 
crushed by a bomb blast which killed 63 
people on 18 April 1983. The headquar¬ 
ters of the U S. Marine Battalion Land¬ 
ing Team was leveled by a bomb killing 
241 troops on 23 October 1983. 

And on 20 September 1984 the tem¬ 
porary American Embassy annex lo¬ 
cated seven miles northeast of Beirut 
was heavily damaged in a suicide bomb 
attack which killed two U.S, servicemen 
and wounded four others. 

Disregarding the wanton violence and 
suicidal fanaticism that characterized 
each of these car- or truck-bomb attacks, 
there is a common thread which marks 
them all as the work of well-trained ter¬ 
rorists who have very active links to the 
communist-bloc countries of the world. 
The common denominator is Hexogen. 

This explosive, better known as RDX 
in America, is a plastic substance four 
times more powerful than industrial 
dynamite. It is primarily a military ex¬ 
plosive with a few specialty applications 
in the oil industry'. RDX or Hexogen 
appears on the U S. State Department’s 
list of restricted trade items and all ship¬ 
ments of the explosive .are tightly con¬ 
trolled. 

“There is strict control over granting 
export licenses in Europe,” says J. E 

-—_ 


Dolan, Secretary General of the Federa¬ 
tion of European Explosives Manufac¬ 
turers, '"with real authority exercised in 
most cases by defense ministries/ 7 The 
United States, Canada, France, Sweden, 
Israel and China are the only current 
sources for RDX but Western intelli¬ 
gence analysts indicate the Soviet Union 
and East Germany manufacture their 
own version of the deadly explosive. 
Israeli intelligence sources also indicate 
Egypt is now manufacturing small quan¬ 
tities of Hexogen. 

While experts are still sifting through 
the rubble remaining from the 20 
September attack on the temporary 
American Embassy in Beirut, it has be¬ 
come clear from investigation of earlier 
attacks that RDX was used in the tragic 
bombing of the Marine CP at Beirut air¬ 
port. Yosef Bitar, Lebanon’s top explo¬ 
sives expert (he has personally disarmed 
more than 2,000 bombs of all types since 
1975), says the truck which drove 
through the gates at the Marine com¬ 
pound in 1983 contained 660 pounds of 
RDX enhanced with gas and primed 
with PETN boosters or detonation cord. 

Lebanese intelligence officers say 
they are certain that food and souvenir 
vendors wilh access to the Marine head¬ 
quarters scouted the area for pro-Iranian 
Lebanese Shi’ite Moslems who carried 
out the attack. Lebanese sources also 
blame Iranian Revolutionary Guards 
based near Baalbek in Lebanon’s Bekaa 
Valley for helping to ready the vehicle 
which carried a bomb actually assem¬ 
bled in Syria. 

There has been continued specula¬ 
tion. especially among Lebanese intelli 
gence officers, that a radio transmitter 
was also placed inside the BIT Head¬ 
quarters designed to detonate the explo¬ 
sive device even if the driver — who was 
rigged with an electrical “suicide 
switejl’ v was killed before he could 
employ his trigger. 

Explosives expert Bitar also believes 


vendors placed rags impregnated with 
RDX inside the U S. Embassy prior to 
the attack to enhance the blast. At least 
one source who survived the attack de¬ 
nies this theory and insists propane 
cylinders stored in the kitchen of the 
building exploded and increased the 
shattering effect of the bomb. Sources 
who helped conduct the stringent inves¬ 
tigation following the attack theorize 
that the bomb was detonated by a remote 
transmitter located in a nearby building. 
Lebanese experts have previously indi¬ 
cated they believe the driver of the truck 
held two electrical contacts tightly 
clutched in his hand. As long as the 
contacts were closed the electric firing 
circuit remained safe. When the driver 
released his hand — as he would when 
shot or disturbed by a crash --the con¬ 
tacts were released and the firing circuit 
functioned to detonate his explosive car¬ 
go- 

Whatever the real story on triggering 
the device which killed 241 U.S. ser¬ 
viceman in Beirut, it’s clear that the 
bomb was gas-enhanced. Such exotic 
RDX explosive devices first started 
appearing regularly in Lebanon during 
1982. Yosef Bitar claims to have seen 
the first examples of this explosive tech¬ 
nology in 1979. Lebanese intelligence 
officers believe East German techni¬ 
cians are either preparing the bombs for 
terrorist use in the Middle East or train¬ 
ing Syrian Army officers to do it them¬ 
selves. ; 

Only explosives experts with a great 
deal of practical experience can prepare 
a gas-enhanced bomb. Even American 
military demolition experts are not 
trained to prepare the devices due to the 
potential for disaster. The bomb must be 
prepared so that the gas cylinders are 
detonated first, thus creating a cloud into 
which the RDX is fired. It is the gas 
cloud that so drastically enhances the 
blast effect of the bomb. 

— Ed Rasen & Dale Dye 
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Naami, a mixed Christian and Shi’ite town 
just northeast of Damour which had not 
been completely destroyed during the 
attacks. 

But peace — that fragile commodity in 
the turbulent Middle East — was not in the 
cards. Following the Israeli withdrawal and 
the disintegration of the Lebanese Army’s 
4th Brigade at nearby Kfar Matta, Shi’ite 
(Amal) and Druze militias overran the area 
in February 1984 and the Christians once 
again were forced to flee their homes. These 
days they are contemplating a comeback. 

Most of the fighters manning the frontline 
Christian positions at Saadiyat, just south of 
Damour, are from Naami. On a clear day 
they use binoculars to spot Druze and 
Shi’ite militiamen sitting in the houses they 
once owned. The level of anger and resent¬ 
ment remains high here. There is a sense of 
offended dignity. Christian militiamen are 
not occupying Druze or Shi’ite homes at 
Saadiyat. Their commanders do not allow 
them to drive into nearby Jieh and murder 
Moslem civilians and take over their homes. 
The Shi’ites have done all of those things to 
the Christian population. 

Given the tension in the area and the 
potential for continued violence, Druze and 
Shi’ite civilians are not flocking to Damour 
and Naami to rebuild or reoccupy their 
houses either. The surrounding farms and 
fields are empty and barren, as is the fertile 
Damour Valley. Even six months after the 
Israeli-imposed ceasefire, only Druze, 
Amal, and Arab Liberation Front (ALF) 
guerrillas occupy Damour and the surround¬ 
ing area. It is literally a No Man’s Land and 
no man lives here long if he is not armed. 
That problem is handled by Syria for the 
Moslem militias. The Christians in the Jieh 
area are not armed or supplied by Israel, the 
United States or any other foreign power. 
They stand alone with captured weapons or 
those they retained from the glory days 
when the IDF signed the check for the 
Christian Phalangists. 

Nabib Berri, the leader of Amal, and 
Walid Jumblatt, the Druze leader, both 
openly embrace Hafez Assad, the president 
of Syria, and act on his behalf in Lebanon. 
Their militias carry out activities in the area 
according to Syrian plans and desires. Ulti¬ 
mately, those are one and the same: total 
control of Lebanon. 

The Druze and Shi’ite militias get their 
arms and ammunition from Syria which in 
turn is armed and supplied by the Soviet 
Union or other communist-bloc countries. 
There is ample evidence of that available 
from any U. S. Marine who served in Beirut. 
As recently as February *1984, Druze mili¬ 
tiamen with Syrian/Soviet arms and ammo 
were shelling Marine positions at Beirut’s 
airport. It’s clear that Syrian-armed Shi’ite 
terrorists blew up the U.S. Embassy and 

Continued on page 124 

Anticipation of enemy fire sends Lebanese 
militiamen to the ground behind their patrol 
leader. Frequent fire fights keep Labanese 
forces on their toes. 
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M16A2: 


One last high-pitched report bent the 
afternoon dust-devils as a bullet struck the 
berm at 250 yards. 

‘We/4 that's it” 

After three days in parching hundred- 
degree wind, the four testers didn't even 
cheer. Besides, we still had to fire for 
group, blow one last half-mag through the 
chronometer and measure barrel ero¬ 
sion. 

We weren't happy. But we were re¬ 
lieved. Over 6,000 rounds had gone 
down the spout\ and the biggest civilian 
test of the free world's most important 
new small arm was done, 

M16A2: the military technology story of 
the \80s. 

Trying to beat SOF’s experts into print, 
virtually every gun magazine or mili¬ 
tary-oriented medium has whipped out a 
story of one sort or another on the son of 
the much-maligned M-16 service rifle. 
Others have told you how it feels , how it 
looks, how it shoots ... But every other 
article has been based on the easily- 
available, semi-auto AR-15A2 , or firing 
demos staged by Colt or the U. S. military. 

That's just not good enough for a 
weapon that’s destined to accompany our 
fighting men into combat for at least the 
next generation or two. Such superficial 
treatment has created a storm of con¬ 
troversy over the quality of the M-16A2 
rifle that's devisive , counter-productive 
and unprofessional. With this in-depth test 
and evaluation report ; we hope to correct 
all that once and for all. 

SOFs Peter G. Kokalis — formerly of 
U.S. Army Technical Intelligence — 
bought the fist Ml 6A2 delivered to a civil¬ 


ian. At our direction, the 
world-renowned author 
and weapons scientist 
was told to conduct a du- 
plication of the Depart¬ 
ment of Defense official 


6,000-round endurance 
test Ammo was gathered, 
magazines cleaned, and a 
Black Canyon, Ariz., range 
reserved for three days. 

Everyday ; firing began when 
the range opened, and the 
assault rifle's roar stopped just 
long enough for Mil-spec cooling 
between cycles. The desert summer 
tested weapon and technical team to 
the limit Over $2,000 worth of ammuni¬ 
tion was stuffed into 20- and 30-round 
magazines. Although it was time- 
consuming and expensive, we felt the test 
had to be done. 

To avoid bias and single-source prob¬ 
lems with our M16A2 test, SOF sent Bill 
Guthrie, director of editorial research , to 
observe the test and verify results. Guthrie 
checked every malfunction, read velocity 
from the chronograph and performed all 
barrel erosion measurements. No piece of 
the body of data that made up the report 
came from one tester. The 'A2 test is too 
important 

This vital report is the longest military 
small arms article ever printed in Soldier of 
Fortune. This exhaustive technical 
account of the private-sector test of Amer¬ 
ica's new battle rifle is presented uncut, 
with full scientific data, so SOF readers will 
know wha t DOD knows about the Ml 6A2 
— The Eds. 


B orn 

in con¬ 
troversy. America’s 
Ml 6 service rifle seems 
destined to live — at least for 
some time to come — in that same angry 
clamor. Muzzle-energy fetishists and 
armchair experts, like angry bulldogs, just 
won’t let go of their belief that the Ml 6 will 
never be anything more than a plastic toy. 
Fortunately for the American fighting man 
and all the allies who will eventually end 
up wkh the M16A2 rifle, the facts don’t 
support such conclusions. This study 
should finally demonstrate that for SOF 
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M16A2: Small arms scandal or military 
masterpiece? America’s battle rifle for 
the end of the 20th century must the 
biggest firearms story of the ’80s. 
Photo: Peter <3. Kokalis 


readers. It’s the 
first full-scale. 
Mil-spec endurance test 
of the M16A2 conducted by 
an independent civilian authority. 

By 1978 most of the M16A1 rifles in the 
U.S. inventory had been worn out from 
use as training weapons. Many had fired 
more than 50,000 rounds. The need for 
new weapons was apparent and urgent 
Something was required to bridge the 
supposed 20-year gap when the mille- 
nium would commence with something as 
wonderful as a fully-perfected H&K Gil 


tion as its prede¬ 
cessor. After firing 
a round, the projec- 
passes the gas port 
permitting gas to flow back 
through a stainless steel tube 
and a so-called bolt carrier key 
into the hollow interior of the bolt 
carrier. As the carrier moves rearward, 
a cam slot cut into the carrier turns the 
bolt’s cam pin, which causes the bolt to 
rotate clockwise, freeing the eight locking 
lugs from their abutments in the barrel 
extension. The carrier’s momentum 
draws the bolt rearward at a slightly re¬ 
duced velocity. 

There is no primary extraction and the 
extractor withdraws the cartridge from the 
chamber. The spring-loaded bump-type 
ejector emerges from the left of the bolt 
face and rotates the empty case, after it 
has cleared the chamber, around the ex¬ 
tractor claw and out the ejection port of 
the upper receiver body. The bolt carrier 
assembly continues rearward, compress¬ 
ing the recoil spring and cocking the ham 
mer. 

The buffer and recoil spring return the 
carrier and a fresh round is stripped from 


mates. There has been no 
change in the flash character¬ 
istics. The lock washer used 
to retain the muzzle device has 
been replaced by a set of peel- 
washers so that the flash suppressor 
can be rotated either to the right or left, 
for right- or left-handed shooters, respec¬ 
tively. 

The visible portion of the barrel is much 
thicker (0.73-inches in diameter). It tapers 
back to the old diameter just under the 
handguards past the gas port. While many 
will assume this was done to improve 
handling characteristics and/or accuracy 
potential, the real reason is a reflection of 
grunt mentality. Too many snuffies were 
using the Ml6 as a crowbar and bending 
the barrel just forward of the front sight. 
Three carefully-added ounces have dou¬ 
bled or tripled the barrel’s stiffness. 

The new handguards resemble those of 
the M16A1 carbine, the Commando model 
and early factory literature depictions of both 
the Ml6 rifle and the Colt HBAR. As the 
upper and lower halves are identical, spare 
parts inventories can be reduced according¬ 
ly. They are more comfortable than the pre¬ 
vious triangular cross-section handguards. 
Improved handguards and heavier barrel 
have increased the rifle’s sustained fire capa¬ 
bility by raising the probable cook-off limit 
by 20 rounds to 160 rounds. The hand- 


with its 4.7mm caseless ammunition. En¬ 
ter the M16 PIP (Product Improved Prog¬ 
ram): A joint venture among Colt, the 
Marine Corps and Army which com¬ 
menced in 1979. 

Within nine months Colt submitted its 
first proposal on the improved rifle. The 
M16A2 was approved for service use by 
the USMC in September, 1982. It was 
type-classified (adopted) by the U.S. 
Army in November, 1982. The first 1,500 
rifles were delivered to the USMC Marks¬ 
manship Training Unit (MTU), Quantico, 
Va., in January, 1984. Major deliveries to 
the U.S. Army will start by mid-1985. 

Canada has adopted the M16A2 to re- 
place its aging 7.62mm FN FALs. The 
81,500 Canadian M16A2 rifles will 
be manufactured by Diemaco, 
Inc., Kitchener, Ontario, with 
full-auto instead of three- 
round burst Canadian ’A2s 
mt\ will have hammer-forged 
barrels and 30-round 
plastic magazines. A 
good source alleges the 
Canadian government 
will pay $1,300 per 
qun for the special run. 


the magazine. AH forward bolt motion 
stops after the round is chambered. The 
carrier continues forward to contact the 
rear face of the barrel extension and its 
cam slot turns the cam pin which rotates 
the bolt and its lugs anti-clockwise into the 
locked position. 

Direct gas action without a piston was 
taken from the Swedish Ljungman AG42 
rifle. The M16’s trigger mechanism is 
based on that of the Ml Garand. 

The new M16A2 will be marketed in no 
less than six versions for the international 
military market The rifle (Model 701) as 
adopted by the U.S. military has a 20-inch 
barrel. This barrel length is also available 
with a lightweight barrel (Model 703) or 
with the old M16 rear sight (Model 711). 
The carbine version (Model 723) has a 
14.5-inch barrel and a sliding buttstock. 
The M16A2 Commando (Model 733) has 
an 11.5-inch barrel with sliding buttstock. 
Finally, a squad-level support weapon 
(HBAR-Model 741) is offered with a 
heavy barrel and M60 bipod. 

A significant number of needed mod¬ 
ifications have been incorporated into the 
M16A2 rifle. The M16Al’s famous bird¬ 
cage flash suppressor remains, 
sans the sixth port on the bot¬ 
tom which was deleted to 
slightly reduce muzzle climb 
during burst-fire and diminish 
position disclosure when firing 
from the prone in desert cli- 
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YEAH...BUT IS IT 
LETHAL? 

Along with many others I’ve heard 
from over the months since SOF pub¬ 
lished initial comments on the M16A2 
in the September 1984 issue, I’ve had 
to take exception to some of the critic¬ 
ism leveled at the lethality of our new¬ 
ly-adopted service rifle. I feel qualified 
to act as spokesman for proponents of 
the weapon since I was directly in¬ 
volved in evaluating both the XM16E2 
and a pre-production M16A2 at the 
Marine Corps Development and 
Education Command (MCDEC) in 
Quantico, Va., during August 1983. 

You may have been unaware that 
the Commandant of the Marine Corps 
himself directed MCDEC authorities to 
compare SS109/M855, M193 and 
M80 7.62mm NATO ammunition for 
lethality prior to adding his vote for 
adoption of the M16A2. Though the 
official test results are classified, reli¬ 
able sources and my own independent 
testing indicate that SSI09 ammuni¬ 
tion “tumbles” just as quickly as 
Ml93, usually breaking in two at the 
cannelure within four inches of gelatin. 
Given that, SSI09 ammunition should 
produce explosive type wounds in 
targets out to nearly 200 meters. 

Beyond this range, the SS109 has 
50 percent more Kinetic Energy (KE) 
than M193 ammo at 400 meters and 
100 percent more KE at 600-800 
meters. Say what you will for or against 
the necessity of engaging targets out to 
these ranges, the fact remains that 


During the 18th and 36th 120-rd. 
cycles, the rifle was held away from 
shoulder for free recoil, to test energy 
reserve. 

when you must, you want effective 
lethality. 

The SSI09 round provides that for 
the reasons cited and because it has 
more surface area through which to 
transmit its energy since it is 0.163 in¬ 
ches longer than the 55-grain M193 
projectile. According to test results, it 
can “punch a hole in steel plate at 500 
yards” and still destabilize rapidly in 
tissue due to its hard penetrator (over 
50 on the Rockwell C scale), a .315 
ballistic coefficient, and the use of a 
thin jacket material which ruptures 
easily when submitted to 5,200 r.p.s. 
imparted to it by the A2’s one-in-seven 
twist. Furthermore, the steel penetra¬ 
tor is less dense than lead which moves 
the bullet’s center of gravity behind its 
center of form, a concept familiar to 
ballistic technicians since the invention 
of the Spitzer Bullet in 1898. The sci¬ 
ence was originally perfected by the 
British in their MK VII .303 bullet and 
more recently employed by the Soviet 
designers of the 5.45x39mm round. 

The LJSMC and Army RDF units 
who receive the A2 wall be equipped 
with one of the best and most lethal 
battle rifles ever adopted by any armed 
force. The lethality, accuracy and 
penetration of the A2 firing SSI09/ 
M855 ammunition has been well 
documented. 

— Andy Tillman 


guards are retained by a tapered slip ring, 
which was already In the .system 14 years 
ago on the XMI77E2. Joy m the barracks. 
No longer will you need four screwdrivers to 
pry off the bandguatds, 

The pistol grip now has deep longitu¬ 
dinal grooves along its rear face an d a 
finger swell one inch below rhe trigger 
guard. lfs interchangeable with that of she 
M16A1 and. in fact. Colt seems to have 
exhausted their inventory of the aider pis¬ 
te] grips since the new sty^e was installed 
on all 4.000 M16A1 rifles recently sold to 
El Salvador. 

The fro ni sight-post is square md ad¬ 
justed only for initial zero, which is now 
done at the Colt factory. This change was 
requested by Marine marksmanship ex¬ 
perts who believe it offers an improved 
ssght picture. 

The new rear sight was also requested 
by the Marines, who first saw it on the old 
light machine gun. It is a flip-type 
peep with two apertures calibrated for 
M355 ammunition. Rapped forward, the 
large aperture (0.197 inches in diameter), 
marked “0-27' is brought into view for 
ranges our to 200 meiers, low fight levels 
or moving targets, When firing within this 
range, the elevation knob should be se( to 
with tbe sight base at its lowest 
position. Flipped back, the peep sight 
brings rhe small aperture (0.70 inches in 
diameter) into view for ranges of 300 to 
SOG meters. A small indicator line 


ROCK N’ ROLL 
REPORTER 

SOF readers who saw this month’s 
cover blurb on the ’A2 didn’t need to 
read the byline: They knew it was 
Kokalis. Peter G. Kokalis, SOF’s mili¬ 
tary small arms editor, has the right 
tickets punched to do the first civilian 
endurance test of the U.S. Armed 
Forces’ battle rifle. 

A graduate of Northwestern Uni¬ 
versity, Kokalis studied in the Medill 
School of Journalism and ran the stu¬ 
dent publishing company's photo lab 
to work his way through school. He 
later enlisted in the U.S. Army where 
he did one hitch in technical intelli¬ 
gence. 

Pete began collecting machine guns 
while working as a real estate develop¬ 
er in Phoenix. Interest in rattle-guns 
even helped motivate him through a 
Master of Science degree from Arizona 
State University’, 

Kokalis' training and interests are 
expressed in his article’s unique blend 
of technology, history and the view of 
someone who’s seen the elephant. 
Soldiers and scientists alike have ap¬ 
plauded Kokalis' presentations of his 
small arms tests. 

We think Pete's just the best practic¬ 
ing firearms journalist in the world. 
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ARMY WANTS M16A3 

The U.S. Army is currently exploring 
modifications of the newly type- 
classified M16A2 rifle to accept optical 
sighting equipment. And it wants the 
often-criticized carrying handle re¬ 
moved. 

Scopes mounted on the carrying 
handle do not permit a proper cheek- 
weld (spot-weld) on the M16 butt¬ 
stock. And the Army says the luggage- 
type handle on top of the rifle makes it 
too easy for troops to avoid carrying 
the weapon combat-ready at all times. 
Project managers in the Department of 
the Army now see removal of the 
handle and installation of an optical 
sight with emergency iron sights as the 
answer to these problems. 

Both collimator (devices that take 
advantage of human eyes’ natural 
alignment by giving the conventional 
sighting eye an illuminated dot which 
projects to point of impact in the weak 
eye’s field of view) and conventional 
telescopic sights are being tested. 
Scopes of the low-power 1.5x Steyr 
AUG type and more sophisticated con¬ 
cepts — such as the British Sight Unit, 
Small Arms, Trilux (SUSAT) are all in 
the running. 

The 4x SUSAT scope would be an 
attractive choice. Presently fitted to the 
Enfield Individual Weapon and Light 
Support Weapon, SUSAT represents 
the results of 25 years of experience 
and refinement. Designed by RARDE 
(Royal Armament Research and De¬ 
velopment Establishment, SUSAT has 
performed admirably during reliability 
tests in harsh environments during the 
UK Ordnance Board trials. The sight is 
fitted with a small acrylic aiming poin¬ 
ter—illuminated by a tritium-activated 
light source — to allow use under poor 
light conditions. 

Latest word is that the Cobra Scope 
military optical sight (manufactured by 
Swarovski Optik, Hall, Tirol, Austria) is 
heavily favored for the Army’s replace¬ 
ment for the ’A2. The Cobra Scope is a 
conventional, light-weight, compact, 


According to SOF’s sources, this is roughly what the M16A3 will look like. 
Carrying handle is out, and iron sights are for emergencies. 


waterproof, shockproof rifle scope 
available with a variety of reticles. Un¬ 
like the SUSAT there is no tritium ele¬ 
ment, and it doesn’t need batteries. 

The Army intends to provide night- 
vision capability as well. But we’ll have 
to wait to see what form that will take. 

If the current tests demonstrate sig¬ 
nificantly increased hit potential (which 
I’m sure they will) the Army variant 
“M16A3” will soon become a reality. 
M16A1 rifles due for overhaul will be 
brought up to the required Army 
specs. Any M16A2 rifles delivered be¬ 
fore adoption of the third-generation 
variant would be retrofitted. All of the 


other modifications incorporated in the 
M16A2 will be retained. 

M16A3 is our unofficial designation 
for this development. We chose it be¬ 
cause it represents a logical numerical 
relationship to old models in the type- 
classification system the U.S. military 
has previously used. We don’t have 
any idea what the ’ 16 variant the Army 
is pressing for might officially be titled 
after type-classification, but a Colt 
Firearms source recently denied any 
knowledge of an officially designated 
M16A3 variant. 

— Peter G. Kokalis 



Maj. Gen. Wm. G. Carson, Jr., Director of Material Branch, HQ, USMC, accepts 
M16A2 rifle from Guy C. Shafer, Executive Vice President of Colt Industries at 12 
April 1984 dedication ceremony. Photo: Colt Industries 
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matches up with the windage calibration 
lines on the back of the sight base. One 
audible click of the windage knob moves 
the sight 0.4 minute right or left. With the 
small aperture in use, the elevation knob 
should be set at the range required: 8/3 
low for 300m, 4 for 400m, 5 for 500m, 7 
for 700, and 8/3 high for 800m. Audible 
clicks between the main settings will raise 
or lower the elevation by approximately 


one minute of angle. (Elevation is gradu¬ 
ated to fit the M855 projectile’s trajectory 
path.) The new M16A2 rear sight is easily 
adjusted and will be appreciated by rifle¬ 
men trained in its proper use. I hope it will 
help to re-establish the rifle marksmanship 
training so badly needed in the U.S. 
Army. As things stand right now, the 
Marines produce the only riflemen who 
are regularly trained to make full and 


effective use of the vastly improved sight¬ 
ing system. 

The M16A2 upper receiver casting has 
also incorporated a case deflector to the 
rear of the ejection port which throws 
empty cases clear of left-handed shooters. 
In semi-automatic fire the ejection pattern 
has been altered five or six degrees for¬ 
ward by this deflection hump. 

The spring-loaded retaining catch on 




(and often disputed) 
feature of the M16A2 is the three-si 
burst control consisting of a simp] 
and durable ratchet with an 
over-running clutch. 
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the ejection port’s dust cover has been 
strengthened and enlarged. The cover’s 
latch-pin is no longer retained by the slip- 
washer that so often disappeared at the 
wrong time. The first 2,000 M16A2 rifles 
were delivered with the old-style dust cov- 
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the forward bolt assist has been 
changed from a easting to a screw 
machine component with a button-like 
shape and concentric rings. I have never 
once personally used or observed anyone 
using the forward bolt assist in a battle¬ 
field. When I inquired of Colt officials why 
this feature was retained, I was informed 
that no one requested its removal. And so 
mutations often pass into the orderly cycle 
of evolution. 

A most discussed (and often disputed) 
feature of the M16A2 is the three-shot 


Steiner Scope lends accuracy, but 
head-high posture exaggerates recoil. 


M16: FACT 
AND FICTION 

The M16 (originally called the AR- 
15) is a creature of Eugene Stoner, 
then-chief engineer for Armalite, a di¬ 
vision of Fairchild Aircraft. The AR-15 
was essentially a scaled-down version 
of Stoner’s AR-10 (see “Full Auto,” 
SOF, August ’83). A small quantity of 
AR-15 rifles were delivered to Ft. Ben- 
ning for test and evaluation against the 
M14 on 31 March 1958. In a simula¬ 
tion of combat environments, the M16 
proved to be almost three times as reli¬ 
able as the M14. But Gen. Maxwell 
Taylor, the Army Chief of Staff, vetoed 
any further CONARC development of 
the AR-15 in favor of continued pro¬ 
curement of the Ml4. Fairchild, disen¬ 
chanted with the AR-15 program, sold 
the entire AR-15 package to Colt in 
December 1959. 

The AR-15 was tested in Vietnam by 
the Defense Department in the sum¬ 
mer of 1962, under the code-name 
Project AGILE. The AGILE report was 
more than enthusiastic, as great claims 
were made for the .223 cartridge’s kill¬ 
ing power, and the improved handling, 
reliability, durability and ease of 
maintenance of the AR-15 over the 
Ml4. A favorable cost-effectiveness re¬ 
port followed from the DOD Com¬ 
ptroller’s Office. 

The anti-M14 group now had an 
alternative to rally around. A number 
of Pentagon agencies entered the fray 
and began comparing the AR-15 and 
Ml4. A comparative evaluation be¬ 
tween the two rifles was held at Aber¬ 
deen Proving Ground late in 1962. 
The results were ambivalent. 

A comparative lethality and wound- 
ballistics test at Edgewood Arsenal 
stated that the earlier Project AGILE 
report of the .223’s killing power was a 
gross exaggeration. The official Army 
reply to Secretary of Defense McNa¬ 
mara’s order for the comparative ex¬ 
amination of the two rifle systems flatly 
concluded that . .only the M14 is 



acceptable for general use in the U.S. 
Army.. 

But too much evidence pointed to 
an opposite conclusion. An Army In¬ 
spector-General’s investigation de¬ 
cided that the Army had rigged some 
of the tests against the AR-15. As a 
consequence McNamara terminated 
procurement of the M14 rifle on 23 
January 1963 and announced a “one¬ 
time buy” of 85,000 AR-15 rifles for 
the Army and 19,000 for the Air Force. 
An entirely new weapon system called 
SPIW (Special Purpose Infantry 
Weapon, firing small-caliber cartridges 
using steel-flechette multiple projec¬ 
tiles imbedded in plastic sabots) was 
believed to be at hand. 

SPIW never materialized, and inten¬ 
sification of the war by 1965 caused 
Gen. Westmoreland to request the 
M16A1 rifle for all ground combat ele¬ 
ments in Vietnam. Procurement was 
accomplished by August 1966. In De¬ 
cember of that year, the U.S. Army 
type-classified the M16A1 rifle and it 
replaced all ,30-caliber rifles in its in¬ 
ventory, except those eventually re¬ 
tained for use as sniper rifles. 

By the spring of 1967, Colt’s bed of 
M16 roses started to rot as reports of 
widespread malfunctions in combat 
began to appear in media hungry for 
every tainted tidbit about the war in 
Vietnam. The press gleefully printed 
melodramatic letters supposedly writ¬ 
ten by GIs whose comrades had fallen 
dead next to their jammed Ml6s. 

And there were real problems. 

Foremost was the change in mid¬ 
stream from a cartridge using an IMR 
propellant to a ball powder. Innuen¬ 
does of intrigue were leveled against 
the powder manufacturer, Olin Win¬ 
chester. In truth, ball propellants 
generally bum cooler than extruded 
IMR-type powders, extending barrel 
life. This is no small consideration for 
modem, lightweight assault rifles with 
full-auto capability. The Ml6 upper 
and lower receiver bodies are fabri¬ 
cated from T6 aluminum, not steel, a 


far superior heat reservoir. The trade¬ 
off — and there always is one — is that 
ball propellants generate more carbon 
residue which, of course, accelerates 
fouling of the gas system. 

Ease of maintenance had been 
overstressed by both Colt and the 
Army. Proper cleaning equipment was 
not issued with the rifle and the troops 
were not impressed with its import¬ 
ance. In the humid jungles of South¬ 
east Asia that was a lethal error of judg¬ 
ment. Subsequently, M16A1 cham¬ 
bers and bores were chrome-lined: 
another corrective refinement. 

Early on, some M16s would occa¬ 
sionally fire out of battery as a result of 
excessive bolt carrier bounce. That 
bounce caused the same problem 
when the Soviets switched from the 
heavy, forged and milled receiver 
body of the AK-47 to the lighter sheet- 
metal receiver of the AKM. The Rus¬ 
sian solution was a five-component de¬ 
vice which acts as a drag on the ham¬ 
mer and has been erroneously called a 
“rate reducer” by Western experts 
(See “Soviet AKS-74,” SOF, May 
’83). Research by Colt produced a 
new buffer which eliminated the 
potentially dangerous carrier bounce. 
An unexpected additional benefit was 
a reduction in the cyclic rate. 

Original bolts could be installed with 
the extractor to the left, and that made 
the Black Stick futilely attempt to eject 
spent cases through the portless left 
side. But small arms systems mature 
with experience and one more fix was 
re-machining the cam pin and bolt to 
prevent misassembly. Designers and 
soldiers alike have been plagued by 
the Ml6 magazine. Sometimes troops 
overloaded them, but their flimsy, 
almost throw-away design and con¬ 
struction has troubled the system to 
this day. 

With the single exception of a still- 
inadequate magazine, the M16’s woes 
are now almost two decades in the 
past. Military authorities long ago con¬ 
ceded the Ml6 to be one of the world’s 
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burst control consisting of a simple and 
durable ratchet with an over-running 
clutch. Each cycle of the hammer turns the 
spring 60 degrees until after 180 degrees 
the hammer falls from the auto sear to the 
trigger sear, holding it in place. The nine- 
component mechanism is of the inter¬ 
rupted type, which means it picks up the 
count wherever it left off. Thus the first in 
this cycle after a magazine change may be 
either one, two or three rounds. 

This system is less complex and uses 
fewer components than the intricate 
ratchet-counting device fitted to Heckler 
& Koch weapons. The H&K burst control 
holds the sear off the hammer until the 
burst has been fired; any interruption 


(such as an empty magazine) starts a new 
count and releasing the trigger resets the 
counter. The M16A2 three-shot burst 
control requires a heavier disconnector 
and springs. Thus trigger pull weight is 
about one pound heavier. Because of the 
burst control's rotating cam, trigger- 
weight will increase with each pull until the 
cycle is completed. My M16A2 starts with 
a relatively drag-free pull of 7.5 pounds at 
stage one and ends with 9.0 pounds at 
stage three. While this may twitch the 
ultra-sensitive trigger-fingers of match 
shooters, it will not be noticed in the heat 
of combat. 

Despite arguments to the contrary, 
from a military perspective three-shot 



best assault rifles, every bit the equal of 
the ComBloc Kalashnikov and its su¬ 
perior in accuracy potential. 

But controversy haunts the Ml 6. 
Charges of unreliability and inaccura¬ 
cy, supported mostly by rumor or in¬ 
nuendo, dog the original microcaliber 
assault rifle. And for the M16’s critics 
the bete noire is still the 5.56mm 
NATO cartridge. 

On 28 October 1980, NATO ap¬ 
proved the standardization of a second 
small caliber cartridge for use within 
the alliance (STANAG 4172), based 
on the Belgian SS109 5.56mm 
ammunition. Three different calibers 
were represented in the NATO trials: 
the British 4.85mm (never a serious 
contender), the German caseless 
4.7mm (withdrawn because of cook¬ 
off problems) and three 5.56mm pro¬ 
jectiles (SS109, U.S. XM777 and 
M193 for control). 

Three considerations were para¬ 
mount: increased long-range effective¬ 
ness, semi-armor-piercing potential 
and fear that high velocity projectiles of 
the M193 type might be restrained by 
international agreements. The first two 
are desirable attributes. The so-called 


M16A2 proved comfortable for both 
left-handed testers. 


“humanitarian” parameter — a de¬ 
crease in the tumbling and breakup 
characteristic of the M193 — is a 
grotesque charade. The Russians drop 
poison gas on the Afghans and biolo¬ 
gical bombs on the Cambodians and 
NATO worries about decreasing the 
inhumanity of mankind’s most in¬ 
humane activity — the perpetual con¬ 
flict of nations. 

The SS109 projectile, with its more 
sharply tapered form (ogive), greater 
weight (62 gr.) and hardened-steel 
penetrator frontal core, offers armor 
penetration superior to the M80 
7.62mm NATO projectile at greater 
ranges, boring right through the three 
NATO penetrations targets (3.5mm of 
mild steel plate at 640 meters, and the 
West German and U.S. steel helmets 
at 1,150 and 1,300 meters, respective¬ 
ly). As the use of body armor on the 
battlefield is expected to increase, this 
looms as an important quality. The im¬ 
proved ballistic stability which yields 
greater long-range capability through 


burst controls are righteous devices. They 
allow the shooter to forget about fire disci¬ 
pline and concentrate on sight alignment 
and target acquisition. That’s handy in the 
adrenalin rush of a fire fight where the 
brain is busy with other things. 

The selector lever location and mark¬ 
ings remain as before, on the left side of 
the lower receiver, except the “AUTO” 
position to the rear has been replaced by 
“BURST.” The selector markings, 
“SAFE,” “SEMI” and “BURST,” are 
now stamped on the right of the receiver 
also and the selector shaft notched, for the 
benefit of left-handed shooters. 

The trigger pull length has been 
changed to a dimension determined to be 


improved wind drift performance has 
not been offset by the expected mar¬ 
ginal loss in lethality. Extensive tests 
(still classified) at Aberdeen Proving 
Ground indicate the M855 (SS109) 
projectile has greater lethality than the 
Ml93 at ranges past 100 meters. 

Ml93 ammunition performs admir¬ 
ably in the new M16A2 with increased 
long-range potential and little effect on 
tumbling and breakup, since the 
change in barrel twist (from 1:12 in¬ 
ches to 1:7 inches) has less effect on 
ballistic stability (yaw) than does the 
bullet’s geometry. In fact, the barrel 
twist was principally changed to stabil¬ 
ize the new, much longer M856 (LI 10) 
tracer projectile which started to 
keyhole in less than 100 meters 
through 1:12-inch barrels and to yield 
a ballistic match between the ball and 
tracer cartridges. 

This is welcome news since Lake 
City Arsenal is apparently having real 
trouble producing the more complex 
M855 (SSI09) projectile — so we 
probably won’t be seeing it in quantity 
for some time to come (the 200-rd. 
plastic assault packs for the M249 
SAW will initially be supplied by FN). 
Obviously, important work is still afoot 
in re-engineering the ’16’s cartridge, 
and the weapon’s capacity to handle it. 

Systems mature by correcting prob¬ 
lems, and—as it is with men or nations 
— that takes time. Stoner’s system and 
its cartridge have been progressively 
adapted to each other, to the battle 
environment, and to user need. The 
M16 entered the arena of war as one of 
the most reliable and effective tools of 
conflict, and decades of testing, user 
feedback, and controlled development 
have only changed it for the better. 

— Peter G. Kokalis 

Portions of the historical segment of the text were 
obtained from the following sources: 

Ezell. E.C.. 1983. Small arms of the world Harrisburg, 
PA. Stackpole Books. 12th edition. 894 pp. 

Kirby. W.K.. 1972. The M-16 rifle controversy. Oregon. 
Portland State Univ.. unpub. Master's thesis. 63 pp. 

Stevens. R.B.. 1983. U.S. rifle M14 from John Gamnd 
to the M21: Toronto. Canada. Collector Grade Publica¬ 
tions. 340 pp. 
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ideal by the Human Engineering Labora¬ 
tory at Aberdeen Proving Ground. The 
lower receiver casting has been subtly 
altered and strengthened in the rear to 
accommodate the stronger buttstock — 
fabricated from foam-filled, high-impact 
plastic designed to resist fracture from rifle 
grenade launching (trendy once again 
with development of the bullet-trap types) 
and buttstroking Parris Island training 
dummies or body-armored enemy sol¬ 
diers. The buttstock has been lengthened 
by 5 /s-inch. The buttplate’s edges are no 
longer rounded and the entire surface, not 
just the butt-trap, is deeply checkered. 

The weight trade-off for these modifica¬ 
tions is a modest increase from 7,0 lbs., 
empty (for the M16A1—the M16 without 
buttplate trap or forward bolt assist 
weighed only 6.7 lbs.), to 7.5 lbs. 

All that makes the M16A2 a handier, 
more comfortable, stronger weapon, but 
those things aren’t the final measure of a 
service rifle’s effectiveness. What about 
performance: reliability, durability, 
accuracy and hit potential, handling char¬ 
acteristics and claims of accelerated bore 
erosion? To settle the issue once and fore¬ 
ver, SOF decided to conduct its own 
6,000 round U.S. Government Military 
Specification Test (MIL-R-63997) on a 
new, strictly-stoek specimen of the Colt 
M16A2 rifle. 

MIL-R-63997 is a 48-page document. 
Much of it is devoted to a detailed descrip¬ 
tion of the military specification for each 
component of the rifle, defect evaluations, 
interchangeability tests, inspection lot 
tests and the individual rifle test. 

A total of nine malfunctions (attribut¬ 
able to the rifle) is permitted in the 6,000- 
round endurance test The firing proce¬ 
dure consists of 50 120-round cycles. In¬ 
tervals between cycles are determined by 
the cooling of the barrel, which must be 
such that it is capable of being held by the 
bare hand. Each cycle is fired in the fol¬ 
lowing sequence: 30 rounds burst-fire 
with one three-shot burst every five-to- 
eight seconds; 30 rounds burst-fire with 
one three-shot burst every two-to-five 
seconds; and 60 rounds semiautomatic at 
a rate of 10 to 30 rounds per minute. 
During the 18th and 36th cycles, the semi¬ 
automatic fire is conducted with the rifle 
held in the hands not touching the shoul¬ 
der and without restraining the normal 
recoil of the rifle. 

MIL-R-63997 specifies that the 
ammunition used is to be M193 ball con¬ 
forming to MlL-C-9963 (ball propellant), 
as M855 ammunition is not yet available 
in sufficient quantities. In an effort to 
accelerate what had been rumored to be 
rapid barrel erosion, SOF substituted 
1,100 rounds of ammunition using IMR- 
type propellants. Fired in sequence, our 
inventory was as follows: 4,300 rounds of 
PMC M193, 500 rounds of Samson (IMI) 
FMJ (M193), 100 rounds of Lake City’77 
(M193), 100 rounds of AAC ’83 fYugos- 
lav ammo brought back from El Salvador 



Improved sight adjustment system 
pleased ail testers. 

Spring-loaded slip ring holds identical 
halves of handguard. 



Two cases inches apart show high burst 
rate that gives tight full-auto groups. 
Ejection was smart, and failed only 
once in 6,000 rd. 


Post adjustment is unchanged, but with 
rear-sight elevation it is used only for 
original zero. 



New dust-cover latch is stronger, more 
secure. 




M16A2 SPECIFICATIONS 

Caliber 

5.56mm NATO — M855 ball and M856 tracer ammunition 

Operation: 

Gas—direct, no piston; rotary bolt with 8 locking lugs; semiauto¬ 
matic and 3-shot burst-fire 

Cyclic rate: 

700-900 rpm 

Magazine: 

20 and 30-rd. staggered box type 

Weight, empty: 

7.5 lbs. 

Overall length: 

39.6 inches 

Barrel: 

6-groove, right-hand twist with 1 turn in 7 inches 

Barrel length: 

20.0 inches 

Sights: 

Front: protected square post adjustable for zero; Rear: flip-type 
peep with two apertures, 0.197-inch for 0-200m and 0.070-inch 
for 300-800m, knob adjustable for windage and elevation, cali¬ 
brated for M855 ammunition 

Accessories: 

Bayonet telescopic sights, bipod and blank adapter; will accept 
M203 40mm grenade launcher 

Manufacturer: 

Colt Industries — Firearms Division, P.O. Box 1868, Hartford. 
CT 06101 

Status: 

Adopted for service by the armed forces of United States and 
Canada 
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post at the bottom of the field of view with 
horizontal side bars and stadia lines. 
Although never popular in this country, 
this format excels in subdued light and 
offers faster target acquisition than stan¬ 
dard crosshairs. 

After 6,000 rounds the barrel erosion 
gauge dropped a total of only 3.6 percent 
closer to the reject line. No visible signs of 
barrel erosion could be detected with a 
fiber-optic probe even after the final 1,100 
rounds had been fired using IMR type 
propellants. Although linear extrapolation 
is not possible — since erosion will even¬ 
tually become asymptotic — I estimate 
useful barrel life to be in excess of 30,000 
rounds. But, this is a function of numerous 
uncontrollable parameters, such as the 
amount of tracer fired 

The average velocity of the PMC Ml 93 
ammunition dropped from 3,340 fps to 
3,305 fps over its 4,300-round run (these 
higher-than-specified velocities are a 
function of the high ambient temperatures 
prevailing during the test). This is not a 
statistically significant decline as it is very 
close to the standard deviation measured 
for this ammunition. 

The M16A2 maintained two minutes of 
arc (MOA) at 100 meters throughout the 
test. MIL-R-63997 specifies an accuracy 
potential of no more than 1.4 MOA, but 
firing is done inside an enclosed tunnel 
with the rifle held in a fixture and the 
distance from the muzzle to the target me¬ 
asured with exactness. The SOF test was 
shoulder-fired under conditions of high, 
erratic winds and tremendous heat mir¬ 
age, both of which magnified sighting 
errors and shooter fatigue. 

In calculations based on physical, 
measurements, the least precise measure¬ 
ment determines the number of significant 
figures that may be used. Since range dis¬ 
tances are always given, and measured, to 
one significant figure (i.e., 100m, not 
100.0m) only, MOA figures measured to 
the tenth are stretching the point a bit 
Extending this information to hundredth’s 
(1.83, etc.) is an absurd assumption of 
nonexistent precision. Two MOA is excel¬ 
lent for a modem military assault rifle and 
will beat, by a considerable margin, any 
one of the more than 30 million Kalash¬ 
nikovs manufactured. 

So much for barrel erosion. 

Another rumor about the Ml6 series of 
weapons is its reputation for mechanical 
unreliability. Of course, this has never 
been established by any scientific or even 
systematic test, yet the myth persists. 
There were three stoppages attributable 
to the test rifle: two failures to fire (light 
hits) and one failure to extract. 

There were 24 failures to feed. But in 
every instance, the bolt overrode the car¬ 
tridge base, dented the case severely with 
the locking lugs and failed to chamber the 
round Called a u bolt-over-base” stop¬ 
page, it is always a result of faulty maga- 

Continued on page 131 


Testers took turns shooting and 
loading: Here Guthrie replaces 
reloaded mags as Martin fires a cycle. 

— IMR type powder) and 1,000 rounds of 
reloaded ammunition (55-gr. Hornady 
FMJ bullet with 22.5-gr. IMR 8208M — a 
light charge designed to test the gas sys¬ 
tem’s power reserve). 

Our test site was the Black Canyon 
Shooting Range located in Arizona’s Low¬ 
er Sonoran Desert just north of Phoenix. 
Temperatures ranged from 91 degrees 
Fahrenheit to 112 degrees Fahrenheit. 
The test was conducted over a period of 
three days as the barrel cooled slowly (as 
did the four test participants). Two 
thousand rounds were fired each day. 

Before beginning firing and after every 
1,000 rounds we observed carefully- 
controlled measurement procedures. The 
rifle was cleaned thoroughly. A U.S. Mili¬ 
tary Ml6 Barrel Erosion Gauge was in¬ 
serted to determine the progressive ero¬ 
sion of lands at the throat of the barrel 
(increase in freebore). Thirty rounds were 
chronographed with an Oehler Model 33 
Chronotach and Skyscreen III detectors to 
measure any loss in velocity associated 
with increasing barrel erosion. The rifle 
was fired from the bench for group to 
determine the amount of loss in accuracy 
potential that would be expected with de¬ 
terioration of the barrel. 

During the first 4,000 rounds a Steiner 
4X24 NATO rifle scope was attached to 
the rifle with a Swan Ml6 A1A2 Universal 
Top Scope Base (manufactured by 
A.R.M.S., Dept. SOF, 230 W. Center St., 
West Bridgewater, MA 02379). The Swan 
base accepts both Weaver and NATO 
STANAG military scope fastenings. It fea¬ 
tures a special bolt and self-locking 
thumbscrew that assures repeated posi¬ 
tioning and zero hold and a wide-angle 
“TV-screen” iron sight see-through. The 
rugged Steiner scope (distributed by 
Pioneer, Inc., Dept. SOF, 216 Haddon 
Ave., Westmont, NJ 08108) uses the Ger¬ 
man military reticle pattern dating from 
WWI. It consists of a single, thick, pointed 


Thicker barrel at muzzle prevents 
bending. 


Improved pistol grip and BURST 
marking distinguish M16A2. 

Lower receiver markings on Kokalis* 
test weapon. 


Lower handguard removed to show 
half-length barrel thickening and 
plastic-coated sling-swivel. 
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SOF FEATURE 


On 29 September 1984 , the government 
of Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi re¬ 
turned control of the Golden Temple com¬ 
plex near Amritsar in the Punjab to repre¬ 
sentatives of the country’s 13 million Sikhs. 
Restitution of their most holy shrine after a 
fierce battle in June 1984 marked a modest 
victory for Sikhs in their continuing fight 
against government harassment, but it 
didn 9 1 last long and many who survived the 
fighting for the temple could not enjoy it. 
The Sikhs raised a separatist flag over the 
Temple which angered the Indian govern¬ 
ment. On 1 October , Indian troops stormed 
the complex again and arrested 400 of some 
1,000 militants who surrendered peaceful¬ 
ly. The shrine was then turned over to five 
of the Sikh faith’s highest priests. On 30 
October , the Sikhs extracted brutal revenge. 
The pot boiled over in a bloody assasination 
when Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi 
was gunned down in New Delhi by three of 
her body guards — all Sikhs. While the 
nation alternately mourned the loss and 
erupted in new sectarian violence , the Indi¬ 
an Parliament quickly swore in Gandhi's 
son , Rajiv as the new PM. He went on 
national television to urge an end to vio¬ 
lence between Hindus and Sikhs but the 
situation remains unstable in the Punjab and 
elsewhere throughout the countiy. While 
SOF deplores such political assasination , 
the following eyewitness account of the first 
battle to prevent Indian government occupa¬ 
tion of the Golden Temple may give readers 
some perspective on what happened in this 
turbulent land. — The Eds. 

I T seemed a good place to die. For the 
2,000 turbaned and bearded Indian 
Sikhs it was perhaps the perfect place to die 
fighting for freedom from government ha¬ 
rassment and for preservation of their 
ancient lifestyle. They whispered prayers 
and tightened their grip on the mostly anti¬ 
quated Lee-Enfields which would support 
their stand against an array of modern 
weapons wielded by the Indian Army. Their 
backs were against the gilded walls of the 
Golden Temple. 

The Sikhs stared over iron sights at the 
drilled and disciplined throng of 10,000 In¬ 
dian troopers who had cordoned off the en¬ 
trances to the temple. Cannoneers had sight¬ 
ed artillery weapons on likely defensive 
positions along the walls and within the 
temple’s spired minarets. Tank crews 
swiveled their turrets and registered on 
targets. Overhead, recon aircraft and heli¬ 
copters droned and clattered spotting the 
defenders for the infantry below. It would 
not be a long fight and no one inside the 
walls of this most holy place had any doubt 
about the eventual outcome. 

The battle lines were clearly drawn in the 
heart of the fertile Punjab, seat of the Sikh 



The Golden Temple of the Sikhs, built in 
the 16th century, holds the office of the 
Akali Dal, the Sikhs’ political party. 

THE 
BATTLE 
OF THE 
GOLDEX 
TEMPLE 

Gandhi 
Government 
Corners Sikh 
Separatists 

by Singh 

Photos by AP/Wide World 
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people and site of the Golden Temple. On 
this sweltering morning in June 1984, the 
hard-pressed Sikhs had retreated to occupy 
the walled area of some 75 acres, enclosing 
marble walkways, resthouses for pilgrims, 
and an artificial lake of calm, glistening 
water that sparkled in the intense sunlight. 
In the middle of the lake sat Hari Mandir, 
the Golden Temple where Sikh faithful have 
worshipped since the 16th century. If the 
end of Sikh resistance to Indian government 
oppression was to come, the defenders of 
the Golden Temple could think of no more 
appropriate place. 

Over the past 18 months more than 200 
Sikhs had been killed by Indian police and 
soldiers for what were perceived in Bombay 
as anti-government activities. It began with 
protests by Sikh activists who were con¬ 
cerned with infringement on their home¬ 
lands in the Punjab and general religious 
persecution by Hindus. The crowning blow 
for the proud Sikhs was Prime Minister In¬ 
dira Gandhi’s refusal to acknowledge their 
protests or defend the Sikh position in any 
way. In an effort to employ an economic 
weapon, Sikh farmers and landowners cal¬ 
led a boycott and refused to sell their vital 
wheat crop to government sources. It was 
effective. More than half of India’s wheat 
supply — desperately needed to feed an 
undernourished population — was grown in 
the Punjab. Gandhi was furious and ordered 
Operation Bluestar, designed by her strateg¬ 
ists to crush the Sikhs as a political and 
military force. 

It would be a bloody struggle. Sikhs are 
notorious throughout the history of India as 
fierce and aggressive in battle. For years 
during the days of the British Raj, Sikhs 
were the most-feared front-line fighters of 
the Indian Army. On 5 June the govern¬ 
ment announced the tactical master-stroke 
of Operation Bluestar. They would invade 
and occupy the Golden Temple of the Pun¬ 
jab. It would be a fight for simple survival 
and both sides faced each other strung as 
tightly as fine piano wire. To avoid sym¬ 
pathetic reporting, all journalists were 
ordered out of the Punjab, all communica¬ 
tion lines into the state were cut, and all 
roads into or out of the state were closed. 
The Punjab was paralyzed under a 24-hour 
curfew. Sikh farmers who knew nothing but 
working the land and bearded extremists 
who knew a lot about working weapons 
formed a motley army around activist leader 
Sant Jamail Singh Bhindranwale. He would 
direct the final fight for the Golden Temple. 

Farmers and Sikh families made scruffy 
camps on the temple grounds, inside guest¬ 
houses if there was room, outside if not. 
Bhindranwale’s CP was inside the Golden 
Temple itself. By ancient custom the area 
was a sanctuary from police and govern¬ 
ment interference. This was not a day for 
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respecting tradition. He ordered his men to 
fortify the area, spread out and take posi¬ 
tions on the roofs of buildings along the 
temple’s perimeter. Stoic Sikh women and 
children stuffed sandbags while the defen¬ 
ders hefted them into positions throughout 
the golden turrets and gleaming white walls 
of the temple. 

About 30 meters from the entrance to the 
Golden Temple, on the sixth floor of a 
building overlooking the marble walkway 
which speared into the interior, the CO of 
the government assault force set up his 
headquarters. It was mid-morning before he 
had radio contact with all his forces sur¬ 
rounding the area. Western Army Comman¬ 
der Lt. Gen. K. Sundarji and his Chief of 
Staff, Lt. Gen. Ranjit Singh Dyal had an 
unobstructed view of the temple and its 
main entrance. They contemplated the sight 
as a hungry diner would stare at a plump 
roast duck. 

A full-scale assault appeared inevitable. 
Since 0900 the Sikhs had been bombarded 
with surrender appeals shouted through 
loudspeakers. They were somewhat effec¬ 
tive, particularly among Sikhs with families 
to protect. By 1400 some 500 people had 
straggled out of the area and into sanctuary 
behind government lines. 

And then the stream of refugees dried up. 
It was that time of day when Westerners 
seek refuge from the blazing sun with a gin 
and tonic. But there was neither shelter nor 
refreshment for the Sikhs. Their time had 
come. 

Under the direction of former Indian 
Gen. Shubheg Singh, a skilled guerrilla 
fighter loyal to Bhindranwale, supplies and 
weapons were dispersed so the attackers 
would have to deal with multiple targets 
firing from different directions. It violated 
the principle of mass, but Singh realized he 


India’s primary battle tank, the 
top-of-the-Iine Soviet-made T-72, passes in 
review during the annual Republic Day 
Parade in January 1984. 


would have to divide if there was to be any 
chance of conquering. The Sikhs opened 
fire with small arms as soon as the govern¬ 
ment forces indicated they were on the 
move. There seemed no sense in prolonging 
the inevitable bloodshed. From sniper hides 
atop two minarets and the water tower in¬ 
side the complex, riflemen pelted govern¬ 
ment infantrymen moving from their peri¬ 
meter into the assault. 

Several men fell clutching gaping 
wounds made by ancient .303 ammo. The 
assault line faltered. None of the soldiers 
had expected to take casualties so early in 
the battle. It was clear that this would be no 
piece of tactical cake. Sundarji wanted to 


WHAT SINGH SAYS 

This first-person account of the battle 
at the Golden Temple and the historical 
background leading to the confrontation 
between Sikhs and the central govern¬ 
ment of India was submitted by an ex¬ 
perienced observer who asked that he 
remain anonymous. SOF chose to by¬ 
line the report simply 4 "Singh, u which is 
a typical Sikh name. The author travels 
frequently through the more turbulent 
states of India and would be unable to 
continue these adventures if his true 
identity was revealed. Although closely 
watched by the Indian government, he 
promises to continue reporting on the 
area for SOF. 


maintain momentum and ordered up an anti¬ 
tank weapon of World War II vintage. With 
three quick rounds he silenced the snipers in 
the minarets and blew the entire top off the 
offending water tower. Waves of warm wa¬ 
ter cascaded over the Sikh defenders below. 
Only Sundarji knew his high-explosive tac¬ 
tic was merely a feint. Indian Navy divers 
had landed to the rear after a flying trip in an 
AN-12 transport out of Bombay. The divers 
were on their way to the temple site from 
Amritsar even as the smoke was clearing 
from the AT rounds. 

Gen. Sundarji reviewed the original con¬ 
cept for Operation Bluestar and realized he 
was drastically behind schedule. Paracom- 
mandos from the Bihar Regiment were to 
have landed and secured the northern entr¬ 
ance of the complex to cover the wide mar¬ 
ble walkway around the lake. Once that area 
fell to their fire, the paras would enter the 
temple from the east by the Akal Takht 
building and clear the area of Sikh defenders 
under cover of darkness. None of that had 
happened as yet since the Sikh defenders 
had been able to pin the commandos down 
with well-aimed plunging fire. 

The divers using SCUBA rigs would 
search the moat for hidden caches of 
weapons and ammo. Sundarji wanted to dry 
up the Sikh supply if possible before com¬ 
mitting more troops to the assault. Mean¬ 
while, inside the temple, activist leader 
Bhindranwale, second-in-command Amrik 
Singh and strategist Shubeg Singh moved 
their command center to the basement of the 
Akal Takht building at the extreme eastern 
end of the temple lake. From there they 
could scan the entire approach area and use 
what few automatic weapons they had to 
control access to the footbridge. Any assault 
troops entering the temple would have to 
survive a withering crossfire to use this 
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single temple access route. The Sikh CP 
stayed in touch with other outposts using 
prearranged signals and runners. They had 
no modem communication equipment. 

The pointy end of the Indian Army's 
bayonet was thrust home shortly after 1600. 
Government troops advanced toward the 
marble walkway on the edges of the lake. 
Bhindranwale ordered his two machine 
guns — which the government knew no¬ 
thing about — to hold their fire until the 
bulk of the initial assault force was milling 
around near the entrance to the footbridge. 
One gun was in flanking position in the 
Golden Temple itself and could traverse 
through a 360-degree field of fire. The 
second gun was dug in on the ground floor 
of the Akal Takht building covering the 
eastern flank of the approach route and one 
complete side of the lake. When Bhindran¬ 
wale finally gave the order to open fire, the 
guns took the Indian soldiers by surprise. 
They retreated leaving a number of dead and 
wounded near the marble walkway. Round 
one was over as darkness descended on the 
Golden Temple and the decision had gone to 
the Sikhs. 

At dusk Gen. Sundarji tried to turn dark¬ 
ness to his advantage by cutting all power to 
the temple complex. The Sikhs anticipated 
Sundarji’s angry response and replaced 
their dead light sources with two huge bon¬ 
fires. The firelight immediately revealed the 
furtive movements of Sundarji’s troops. 
When more well-aimed fire turned them 
back into the shadows, they responded with 
tear gas cannisters and concussion grenades 
in an attempt to regain the initiative. 

While the defenders strugg/ed to see 
through the swirling white clouds of gas and 
shake off the effects of the grenades, a unit 
of the 10th Guards Regiment began a mas¬ 
sive frontal assault directed at the northern 
entrance to the temple grounds. Again the 
Sikhs had predicted such a move. They had 
fortified the CP walls in the Akal Takht 
building with a temporary brick lining. For¬ 
tunately for the defenders, a strong breeze 
blew up from the lake washing the cloying 
gas from the streaming eyes of the Sikhs. 
The Guards fell under heavy fire and had to 
turn back to rally points, The seesaw series 
of assaults had been raging for 10 hours. 

It was nearing 0500 and the government 
troops had gained precious little ground. 
The Golden Temple was still firmly in the 
hands of the beleagured Sikhs. There was 
virtually no cover for assaulting troops be- 
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Turbanned Sikhs sit, waiting for the next 
move of the government troops after the 
leader of the Indian Army forces appealed 
to them to surrender and evacuate the 
temple. By midafternoon, about 500 Sikh 
women and children left the temple. 

tween the perimeter positions and the single 
entrance to the temple. The open area had 
become a slaughterhouse and Indian Army 
commanders realized they would have to 
score a victory very soon or lose the 
momentum of their attack entirely. It had to 
happen before sunrise. With the dawn, 
assault troops would become clearly visible 
targets for the Sikh marksmen. 

Sundarji got on the radio and spoke to his 
armor commander. The clank and rumble of 
an armored personnel carrier added to the 
din around the temple. The infantry aboard 
were hand-picked for the mission of riding 
the armor close enough to dismount, storm¬ 
ing the Sikh CP and killing Bhindranwale. 

As the APC groaned through the court- 


WHO ARE THE SIKHS? 

For centuries Sikhs have been among 
India's most skilled soldiers. A basic 
tenet of their religion demands that each 
Sikh develop the martial skills necessary 
to protect their freedom and the freedom 
of any people who are too weak or poor 
to defend themselves. These are no 
flower-bedecked purveyors of peace 
through love and inner sanctity. 

Since the 15th century when Mongol 
hordes swept a bloody path through 
northern India from Afghanistan, Sikhs 
have defended their religious freedom. 
Their current dispute with the govern¬ 
ment of India is an extension of that 
fight. 

Sikhism had its beginnings during this 
period of Indian history under a prophet 
named Gum Nanak who protested the 
Mongol attempt to convert all Hindus to 
Islam under threat of death Guru Nanak 
taught that all human beings are created 


Sikh farmers who knew nothing but 
growing wheat gathered around Sikh 
activist leader Sant Jarnail Singh 
Bhindranwale when the Indian government 
announced its intention to invade the 
Golden Temple. 



by the same God and no person has the 
right to force his creed or religion on 
another. He taught that there is no Hindu 
or Moslem and one religion encompas¬ 
ses all people. 

Through the 16th and 17th centuries, 
Sikhism grew in strength. It was often at 
odds with the prevailing Islamic religion 
throughout India and Sikhs fought often 
to help protect the religious freedom of 
themselves and the Hindu portion of the 
population. 

Sikhs are also skilled businessmen 
arid farmers who have no compunction 
about turning their plowshares into 
swords when the right circumstances 
arise. Their creed says, “When all 
peaceful means have been tried and have 
failed . . it is honorable to take up the 
sword against unrighteousness in self- 
defense.” They also believe they must 
not bow before any man, they must earn 
their living honestly “by the sweat of the 
brow,” and share a portion of what they 
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The open area had become a slaughterhouse and 
Indian Army commanders realized they would 
have to score a victory very soon or lose the 
momentum of their attack entirely. 




Delhi policeman takes aim with his baton at 
a Sikh walking his motorcycle during a 
confrontation in June 1984 just outside the 
Bangla Sahib Sikh Temple. 

earn with the needy. Sikhs do not cut 
their hair or beards and believe men 
should always keep their head covered 
with the traditional Indian turban. 

Characterized by their high morals 
and values, honesty in business, and 


ferocity in battle, the Sikhs have thrived 
in northern India, primarily in the fabled 
Punjab. Prior to falling from favor with 
the government of Indira Gandhi, Sikhs 
controlled much of the agricultural and 
industrial wealth in the country. The In¬ 
dian Army, particularly in the days of 
British occupation, boasted some of the 
most fierce formations in the^area: most¬ 
ly Sikhs. — Singh 


yard heading for the footbridge entrance to 
the temple, Bhindranwale pulled another 
unexpected ace out of his meager arsenal. 
Two Sikhs ran forward, rapidly loading a 
Chinese RPG-7. The single anti-tank 
weapon had been hidden from government 
aerial observation throughout the day. With 
a frightening boom and roar the shaped- 
charge rocket left the launcher and crashed 
into the side of the APC with a loud metallic 
clang. The vehicle lurched and caught fire. 
Sundarji was furious and more determined 
than ever to pry the Sikhs from their strong¬ 
hold. 

How many RPGs could the lightly-armed 
Sikhs have? The Indian Army commander 
figured no more than the one that got his 
APC, or perhaps two. He decided to take the 
risk and ordered seven Russian-made T-55 
tanks to drank up and assault the temple 
from the northwest. The tide of the frustrat¬ 
ing battle began to ebb away from the Sikhs. 
The tanks fired cannon and machine gun 
rounds at Sikh defensive positions in a 
deafening roar. Several of the vehicles were 
able to reach the Akal Takht building under 
the harmless spray of small arms fire that 
spanged off their hulls. 

Cannon fire swept the walls free of 
machine guns and the Sikhs were never able 
to effectively employ their single RPG after 
the initial success against the APC. They 
were simply overwhelmed by fire. Jr was a 
bloody, angry fight with no quarter on either 
side. The Indian Army continued to fire and 
the Sikhs continued to die. 

The SCUBA divers went into the lake 
waters once again on a more offensive mis¬ 
sion. They crossed the moat and emerged 
from the water to silence a Sikh machine 
gun position in a stunning surprise attack. 
The area was mostly under army control by 
dawn, but Sundarji was not through extract¬ 
ing his pound of flesh. 

He sent recon patrols through the battered 
area of Akal Takht and discovered Bhin¬ 
dranwale and his number two dead in the 
basement of the building. Witnesses could 
not agree whether the resistance leaders 
died from a single bullet in the head or as 
many as 72 rounds riddling their bodies. 
Combat sweeps continued against isolated 
pockets of resistance until nearly dusk on 
the day of the assault. The sacred temple of 
the Sikhs had been reduced by gunfire from 
a proud four stories to a single-level, shat¬ 
tered, smoking hulk. 

The Golden Temple had fallen. What re- 
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mained was the task of policing up the dead 
and counting the casualties. The official 
government report stated 259 Sikhs and 59 
Indian soldiers died in the battle. Ninety 


WHAT’S THE BEEF? 

In India the say ing goes that“the Pun¬ 
jab is a mother with two sons: one Hindu 
and one Sikh ’V If that’s true, the 
brothers are at war. 

Indira Gandhi’s Hindu-dominated 
government, which welcomed military 
assistance from the Soviet Union, has 
driven a wedge into this northern Indian 
state by promoting its conflict with the 
Sikhs as a religious war. According to 
the official line out of Bombay, Hindus 
and Sikhs are at odds over basic religious 
differences. That doesn’t square with 
history which records Sikhs frequently 
defending Hindus from outside aggres¬ 
sion. The real roots of the bloody strug¬ 
gle between the government and the 
Sikhs can be found by examining the 
domestic history of the nation since in¬ 
dependence from Great Britain. In 
1947 when the British Raj left India, the 
Sikhs were given the choice of declaring 
their fertile Punjab farmlands part of 
Pakistan or remaining inside the newly- 
independent nation as Indian citizens. 
Sikhs are intensely nationalistic and 
loyal so it came as no surprise that they 
remained tied to India with a promise 
from President Jawaharlal Nehru to 
‘‘carve out a state for the Sikhs so that 
they might feel the glow of independ¬ 
ence.” Their Punjab homeland was then 
divided in two. One part went to India, 
the other went to Pakistan and 50,000 
Sikhs recrossed the new border back into 
the Punjab. 

Since independence, and particularly 
over the past 20 years, tension between 
the Sikhs and the central government of 
India has escalated to an unbearable 
pitch. Promises made in 1947 were nev¬ 
er kept and many Sikhs saw their vital 
independence threatened by Gandhi’s 
frequent declarations of martial law. 

Massive changes were made in the 
Sikh lifestyle including their traditional 
leadership and predominance in the Indi¬ 
an armed forces. The Gandhi govern¬ 
ment required that the “religious and 
cultural percentage of the army reflect 


Government troops established a perimeter 
around the Hari Mandir, cordoning off 
temple entrances. All comings and goings 
required going through the military line. 
Troops regarded all people living within the 
temple complex a potential threat. 



Sikhs in New Delhi held demonstrations 
in the wake of the Indian Army takeover 
of their Golden Temple complex in 


Amritsar, shouting anti-government 
slogans in front of the Bangla Sahib Sikh 
temple. 

the strata of the population. ” Under that 
system only one percent of the people in 
uniform could be Sikhs, down from a 
proportion that frequently reached as 
high as 30 to 40 percent of the country’s 
combat formations. The move alienated 
a large number of Sikh youths who had 
planned to follow their forefathers into 
the service. 

Increasingly socialistic moves by In¬ 
dia’s central government have also 
eroded the agricultural and economic 
base of the Sikhs, forcing many farmers 
off family lands. Water flow from the 
Ravi Beas River, a critical source of 
irrigation, has been diverted so that it no 
longer flows through the Punjab. And, 
over the last 10 years, the government 
has allowed the price of wheat and other 
crops to plummet while imposing a stiff 
excise tax on farm equipment. The once 
wealthy Sikh population has been 
plunged into virtual poverty. 

In a crowning blow that eventually led 
to bloody confrontation, the Gandhi 
government eliminated the Sikh major¬ 
ity from the Punjab state government 
despite census figures which show 56 
percent of the constituency is Sikh. 

Since 1976. Sikh demands on the cen¬ 
tral government to correct such injus¬ 
tices have been persistently ignored. The 
government has refused to debate or 
negotiate in any way. The Sikh com¬ 
munity organized civil disobedience 


Sikhs and 110 government soldiers were 
listed as WIA. That did not jibe with a report 
from the Associated Press, the only news 
Continued on page 120 


protests, called morcha, to protest Gan¬ 
dhi’s intransigence. Each day groups of 
Sikhs gathered in front of local police 
headquarters, an illegal act in the Punjab 
which typically resulted in two or three 
days in jail. At one time in the Spring of 
1982, there were more than 100,000 
Sikhs in jail, adding cost and embarrass¬ 
ment to the government. Despite that, 
the morchas lasted from 1980 to 1984 
and a number of Sikhs were killed in 
other, violent protests. 

The morchas had little obvious effect 
on the Gandhi administration which 
further angered the Punjabi Sikhs. 
Activists began calling for a separate 
Sikh state, claiming the central govern¬ 
ment was ineffective and unresponsive. 
There were some proponents for crea¬ 
tion of an Indian state, called Khalistan, 
but most Sikhs understood they would 
be little better off in an independent, 
land-locked area smaller than the state of 
Texas and surrounded by hostile nations 
of much greater population and power, 

Gandhi’s administration seized on the 
Khalistan issue to promote conflict in the 
Punjab as a religious war between Hin¬ 
dus who wanted to retain their Indian 
nationality and Sikhs who wanted to 
break away. It was a clever ruse to draw 
attention away from the government's 
violent solution to the Sikh question. 

At the same time government troops 
attacked the Golden Temple, killing 
activist Sikh leaders, other formations 
attacked 40 Sikh temples across the Pun¬ 
jab. Today, travel is limited in the Pun¬ 
jab and there are few phone connections 
in. Correspondents and foreign journal¬ 
ists are forbidden to enter. All interna¬ 
tional calls out of Delhi are monitored 
and the line is disconnected if the politic¬ 
al situation in the Punjab is mentioned. 

in the Punjab today any Sikh may be 
arrested without charge and imprisoned 
for a period of up to two years. At the 
end of that sentence they may be re ar¬ 
rested and sent back to jail. There are 
rumors that Sikhs are shot on sight by 
government troops patrolling the more 
volatile areas, — Singh 
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SOF CENTRAL AMERICA 

CMA 

IN CENTRAL 
AMERICA 

The Private Sector Suffers Two KIA 

by James L. Pate 

Photos by Cliff Albright 



“Discoverers of forgotten truth or mere 
companions of my youth, all are in my 
thoughts tonight being dead ” 

— William Butler Yeats 


T HE clatter and roar of helicopter rotors 
overhead was the last thing the 
solemn crowd wanted to hear. It seemed 
so...poignant, sad, even ironic. 

They had gathered 28 September at 
this Huntsville, Ala. cemetery to pay final 
respects to a man who spent the last mo¬ 
ments of his life listening to that same 
sound. Death had probably been the last 
thing on Dana Parker’s mind then but it 
was a grim reality this day for the friends 
and family members who stood gathered 
at his hillside gravesite. 

It was 27 days after communist Sandi- 
nista troops in Nicaragua shot down a 
helicopter in which Dana H. Parker Jr., a 
Huntsville police detective, and James P. 
Powell III, a Memphis flying instructor, 
were passengers. Parker and Powell, both 
members of the Alabama-based Civilian 
Military Assistance (CMA) organization, 
were helping train Mario Pozo, a pilot for 
the anti-communist contra faction known 
as the Democratic Force of Nicaragua 
(FDN). All three men died when the 
Hughes 500 Defender chopper was 


Sandinista troops inspect remains of 
FDN’S only helicopter after Mario 
Pozo, Jim Powell and Dana Parker 
were shot down. It was Powell's fourth 
and final helo crash. Photo: Gamma 
Liaison 
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downed by ground fire in a fiery crash that 
caused reverberations throughout the na¬ 
tion. 

Bodies of both Americans — Parker’s 
badly burned and practically unrecogniz¬ 
able — were exploited for their full pro¬ 
paganda value by the Sandinista govern¬ 
ment, which paraded them through Man¬ 
agua in a ghoulish attempt to imply con¬ 
nection between the CMA and the CIA, 
before the communists finally agreed to 
ship them home for burial. Now nearly 
four weeks after the men died, their griev¬ 
ing families were finally being allowed to 
lay them to rest in U.S. soil. 

Although other news photographers 
and reporters were held at a respectful 
distance by the Huntsville Police Depart¬ 
ment, the roar of a low-circling local TV 
news chopper over the cemetery almost 
drowned out the minister’s graveside eul¬ 
ogy for Parker. For most of the mourners it 
was another bitter reminder of the lack of 
compassion and understanding with 
which they felt most of the U.S. media and 
public at large had received news of the 
fateful CMA mission to Central America. 
Parker and Powell — both born 21 Octo¬ 
ber 1947 — belonged to a six-man team 
slated to spend two weeks helping train 
FDN freedom fighters in the war against 
the Sandinista’s communist-dominated 
dictatorship. 

Standing under an overcast sky, strain¬ 
ing to hear the few, frail words honoring 
his fallen compatriot, Tom Posey of near¬ 
by Decatur probably felt as acutely as any¬ 
one the frustration of having to explain 
over and over and over just why Parker 
and Powell felt morally obligated to go to 
the Honduran-Nicaraguan border area to 
help the FDN. As a CMA founder and its 
principal spokesman, Posey had faced a 
relentless barrage of merciless criticism 
from liberal congressmen and senators as 
well as inane questions and witticisms 
from national network television news 
anchors, editorial writers and magazine 
columnists. 

Three typical examples: 

In the first question of a Washington 
Post interview, as if to imply that some¬ 
how the two qualities should never go 
together, reporter Brian Barger said to 
Posey, “You seem like a down-home 
country boy, an all-American who be¬ 
lieves in mom, country and apple pie. 
Why would you decide to ... fight com¬ 
munism in Central America?” 

Newsweek described Parker, Powell 
and other CMA members as “small-town, 
small-time guys who love guns and 
camouflage suits and manly make- 
believe. They are Vietnam veterans who 
think that combat was a kick.... (who) 
were playing far out of their league.” 

And from a CBS Morning News 
anchor, Meredith Vierra: “What is your 
cause here? Why bother?” 

“Why bother?” Posey wondered 
aloud, his exasperation at the question 
obvious. “Since 1950, over 100,000 



JOURNAL OF A 
PROFESSIONAL 
ADVENTURER 

James P. Powell III of Memphis was 
shot down three times as an Army heli¬ 
copter pilot in Vietnam and suffered 
from excruciating back pains. But his 
desire to go to Honduras with other 
members of the Civilian Military Assist¬ 
ance organization to help train Demo¬ 
cratic Force of Nicaragua (FDN) troops 
in their fight against communism was 
undaunted. These passages were ex¬ 
cerpted bySOFfrom an undated jour¬ 
nal he kept on that trip. Soon after 
Powells last entry , he , CMA member 
DanaH. Parker Jr. and Mario Pozo, an 
FDN pilot died when their helicopter 
was shot down by communist troops in 
Nicaragua. 

Our journey here was difficult... a 
weather-plagued flight.. . Cleared 
customs, had rough ride. Met other 
team members — great guys. Met 
many commanders — Mike Lima 
[who] lost arm, leg. Good fellow and 
fighter.. .. 

Long hard drive to Vi Lodosa. Arriv¬ 
al at night, tired and [back] hurt very 
bad. Cried in pain and had to stop 
truck. Camp is rough but neat, and 
pride is evident. Rain and cold—Cen¬ 
tral America is cold in the mountains. 
Met Commander Mike; tough warrior, 
organizer and leader. 

[Four CMA team members] got out 
for mule ride and hike the next day. 
Rain and extreme terrain exhaust them 
all. Lou gives web gear (to FDN 


From left in foreground, Cliff Albright, 
Comandante Mack and Jim Powell a 
couple of days before Powell's death. 

troops]. Parker gets back first, great 
shape — exhausted. All struggle in 
tired with new realization [of] how 
tough these people really are.... Rest 
from pains. Another hard ride on cow 
path roads to camp. See Sandinistas 
and Nicaragua for the first time. Two 
[communist] planes and one helicop¬ 
ter are working out. 

Impossible roads again, hurting very 
much. Arrived at night. Security and 
beds, food — beans and rice. More 
military protocol here. Short helicopter 
flight over country. [Attended] service 
for downed aviators [by] wounded 
Catholic priest. Met Aldopho, com¬ 
mander in chief ,. . again. Father led 
great ceremony, mass; gave cross to 
Aldopho from Pope. 

We are leading classes on Starlite 
scope and planning parachute school 
great guys I am with. [One CMA 
team member] has not shit yet, so we 
made a pool on when he will. 

Everyone is dedicated to helping 
these people. They have impressed us 

with their determination and valor. 

Resilient soldiers. .. . 

These people, and the Americans I 
am with, make me proud to be here — 
one of the most proud times of my life. 

I think of my son [and other family 
members] often . . Mother and 
Father and all my friends coast to 
coast. They probably don’t under¬ 
stand why I am here, I am sure 

I am doing what I think is right! 
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Americans have been killed and the Un¬ 
ited States hasn’t declared war against the 
communists yet We keep sacrificing our 
own men. For what? The politicians won’t 
let us win. If the politicians won’t let us 
win, then the private sector must take it in 
their own hands to do it. 

“Indirectly, you might say, it was Con¬ 
gress that killed my two men,” Posey con¬ 
tinued. He made the point during that 
interview — and continues to make it 
when he faces questions about CMA 
motivations in Central America — that 
liberal elements in the U.S. Congress have 
cut off the flow of Central Intelligence 
Agency funds to the contras (Posey con¬ 
siders the generic term Marxist and prefers 
to call the anti-Sandinista forces “Free¬ 
dom Fighters”) which has made private 
sector aid a necessity. 

The CMA leader said the whole situa¬ 
tion disturbs him deeply. “It seems like 
most people have forgotten the truth,” 
Posey said. “The heritage of Americans 
being patriotic and being proud of it has 
been rubbed in the dirt. Instead, you get 
these guys who cut and ran when duty 
called and they come home to get amnes¬ 
ty. And the guys who went to do their duty 
in Vietnam came home to be treated like 
some kind of war criminals. 

“And darn few people seem to appreci¬ 
ate that Dana and Jim Powell laid down 
their lives for what they believe in, and got 
nothing for it but beans and rice and pub¬ 
lic scorn. It’s just not fair.” 

Tom Posey is a man who believes 
strongly in the American heritage and 
sense of fair play. “There’s something 
backwards about it, some screwed up 
values,” he commented in reference to 
America’s post-Vietnam social conscious¬ 
ness. “We have forgotten the truth some¬ 
where along the way.” 

Posey’s personal, private sector 
approach to the dilemma is the CMA, 
which evolved from informal discussions 
in a Decatur coffeeshop among four 
friends, all Vietnam veterans. The four¬ 
some had met at gun shows or through 
service in the Alabama National Guard. 
All were then — and continue to be — 
frustrated by repeated news stories about 
unchecked communist aggression around 
the globe. 

“Over three or four years, friends and I 
had talked about this. We didn’t know 
what to do because you couldn’t join the 
military to go fight communism,” said 
Posey, who joined the Marine Corps at 
age 17 and served as a machine gunner in 
Vietnam during the mid-1960s. 

By July 1983, the informal group was 
ready to swing into action on a limited 
scale. “We decided we’d send equipment 
(to Central America) because the news 
media had shown us how the troops in El 
Salvador fighting the communists lacked 
so much in equipment,” Posey remem¬ 
bered. “We started collecting what little bit 
we could. When (Korean Air Lines) flight 
007 was shot down, it made us get on the 


These two FDN armorers are holding 
from left, an AK-47 and two AKMs, 
captured from the Sandinistas. In the 
left foreground is a DShK-38 heavy 
machine gun. The other weapon is a 
B-10 82mm recoilless smoothbore. 

stick a little bit harder.” 

At his own expense, Posey flew to El 
Salvador in October 1983 to “ask their 
government what kind of help they 
needed most that we could provide. Our 
initial goal was to outfit two companies of 
men.” 

In the meantime, President Reagan had 
ramrodded a foreign policy bill through 
Congress that included substantial Amer¬ 
ican aid for the Salvadoran government in 
their fight against communist insurgents. 
He was not so lucky in his efforts to obtain 
continuing congressional support for anti¬ 
communist rebels in Nicaragua and the 
loose group of veterans — they still had 
not adopted a formal title — turned its 
attention to that embattled nation. Posey 
wrote a letter to Gen. Gustavo Alvarez 
Martinez, the since-relieved commander 
of the Honduran armed forces known for 
his hard-line anti-communist sentiments, 
Alvarez read Posey’s letter requesting 
help in making contact with the Nicara¬ 
guan freedom fighters working out of 
Honduras and invited the group to visit his 
country. 

They made their way to Tegucigalpa in 
January 1984, stopping on the way in San 
Salvador to touch base with officials 
Posey had contacted in October. “While 
we were in El Salvador,” Posey recalled, 
“we kept getting asked, ‘What’s the name 
of your group?’ At that point, we still didn’t 
have one. We were just a group of men. 
We decided on CMA; we were civilians 
and we wanted to provide military assist¬ 
ance.” 

Honduran officials discreetly put Posey 
and the CMA in touch with FDN officials, 
including Adolfo Calero, the FDN com¬ 


mander-in-chief, Calero’s brother Mario, 
and Alfonso Callejas. During their stay, 
the group toured several FDN base camps 
along the Honduran-Nicaraguan border. 
Parker was particularly affected by what 
he saw there. 

Although he was a battle-hardened, 
veteran Marine grunt with experience in 
such Vietnam hot spots as Khe Sanh who 
later became an Army Special Forces cap¬ 
tain in the National Guard, he had never 
seen such bravery or dedication in the 
face of almost complete destitution. The 
contras had nothing with which to con¬ 
tinue the fight but they expressed grim 
determination to carry on or die. “What 
Dana saw in Honduras during that Janu¬ 
ary trip almost made him cry at times,” 
Posey recalled. “The wounded and the 
kids: It hurt him that they were going 
through so much and knowing how much 
we have in the U.S. that we could send 
down there to help them.” 

According to Mario Calero, the FDN’s 
primary spokesman in the U.S., as Parker 
prepared to leave New Orleans on his last 
trip to Honduras, he bought a whole stack 
of kids’ masks depicting popular cartoon 
characters to give to the FDN children. 
One of the first of the children to jump up 
and down, begging Parker for a mask, was 
a 10-year-old boy who had survived 25 
combat operations into Nicaragua. 

As Spring 1984 crept into Alabama,. 
CMA was blossoming along with the 
azaleas and dogwood. Posey resigned his 
seat on the local town council and had to 
somewhat curtail his activities as a Little 
League baseball coach. Making no 
attempt to disguise his organization’s de¬ 
sire to help in the struggle against the 
spread of communism in Central Amer¬ 
ica, Posey had placed ads in the local 
Decatur Daily in an effort to solicit supplies 
and money for anti-Sandinista forces in 
Nicaragua. The latter came in a lot slower 
than the former. 
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“We’re definitely a non-profit organiza¬ 
tion,” said Posey. He and wife Patsy run a 
small produce business started by his 
father in a tiny brick building hard by De¬ 
catur’s railroad tracks and across from the 
Tennessee Valley Cotton Oil Mill. “If 
we’re in it for profit, we’re going the wrong 
way. Personally, I’ve already spent 
$5,000 to $10,000 of my own money on 
travel and equipment. 

“I’ve sold guns and I’ve pawned guns,” 
said Posey, an avid weapons collector and 
licensed firearms dealer. “I’ve borrowed 
money from the bank to help pay for this 
equipment because the individuals down 
there need it worse than I do.” 

Posey, a wiry, blue-eyed man with 
closely cropped hair, is normally soft- 
spoken but finds it hard to hide his anger 
when reminded of a story aired by a Hunt¬ 
sville TV station following Parker’s death. 
The reporter suggested that the police de¬ 
tective had made a great deal of money 
for his work in Central America which 
enabled him to pay off a $30,000 home 
mortgage. 

According to Posey, Parker was actual¬ 
ly working a second job in January and 
February of 1984, and selling off some of 
his own highly-prized gun collection, in 
order to meet expenses. 

Parker had in fact paid off a $30,000 
mortgage, but the move was part of the 
financial agreement made with his former 
wife, Sharon. He paid off the note on their 
jointly-owned home and had it remort¬ 
gaged in her name under a new loan. 

While Parker may have been ex¬ 
periencing some financial difficulty, things 
were beginning to look much better for 
CMA. As word of the organization’s activi¬ 
ties spread their credibility grew. More 
Alabama chapters opened, and then a few 
got started in Tennessee. Significant 
amounts of donated and purchased 
equipment and supplies began to stock¬ 
pile in Decatur. Posey and his men felt 
they could afford to sponsor a six-man 
CMA training team which would provide 
their military expertise to the FDN and 
deliver the badly-needed stores. 

Posey, the linchpin of the organization, 
would have to stay behind in Alabama. 
He wanted to go very badly but his per¬ 
sonal finances were strained to the limit. 
He simply could not afford to hire some¬ 
one to deliver his vegetables to local mar¬ 
kets while he was away from the store. 
Sadly, he approved the roster of six other 
CMA members heading for Honduras. 

They were: 

Parker, 36, who was on a two-week 
leave-of-absence from the Huntsville 
Police Department. The Green Beret re¬ 
servist was easily the most physically fit of 
the group. At five-feet-six inches in height, 
the muscular 155-pounder could bench- 
press 370 pounds and ran three or four 
miles a day. He finished first in his Special 
Forces training class at Ft. Bragg and had 
maxed the Army physical fitness test at the 
Alabama Military Academy. While in 



“Sophia,” an FDN commando with 27 
fire fights under his belt, holds a 
Russian RPD light machine gun. He 
became a confirmed anti-communist 
after the Sandinistas executed his 
mother, his father and two sisters. 

Honduras, Parker would do his push-ups 
every morning with his buddy, Bill Court¬ 
ney, a burly, barrel-chested Special 
Forces Reserve supply officer, sitting on 
his back. Another member noted his “ex¬ 
treme sense of duty.” 

William P. Courtney, 43, an Army 
Chief Warrant Officer and Vietnam veter¬ 
an who holds a full-time civilian job with 
the 1st Bn., 20th Special Forces Group, 
Alabama National Guard. From his Hunt¬ 
sville armory office, Courtney oversees 
supply administration to Special Forces 
units there and in Decatur, Montgomery 
and Mobile. Courtney and Parker met in 
the Guard and had been very close friends 
for 10 years, learning to fly small, private 
fixed-wing aircraft together. The two were 
dubbed “the Bobsey Twins” by others in 
the group. 

Walton “Cisco” Blanton of Sheffield, 
Ala., another Vietnam vet who served 10 
years in the military, part of it in the same 
National Guard unit to which Courtney 
and Parker belonged. A civilian for the 
past five years, Blanton works hard to 
keep a low profile and helps care for an 


elderly relative. He was the nominal lead¬ 
er of the CMA team on its ill-fated mission. 

Cliff Albright of Memphis, a retired Re¬ 
public Air Lines pilot and Vietnam veteran 
of the Army Airborne associated with a 
CMA chapter in Tennessee. He is prob¬ 
ably better known as commander of the 
Phantom Division, Tennessee Airborne. 
Albright is also a master parachute rigger, 
jumpmaster and instructor. He traveled to 
El Salvador in August 1983 with a Soldier 
of Fortune training mission. 

James Powell, a civilian flight instructor 
who served as an Army helicopter pilot in 
Vietnam where he was shot down three 
times. Back problems from his combat 
injuries had occasionally incapacitated 
him with excruciating pain. During the 
day-long, rollercoaster jeep trips from one 
FDN base camp to another, Powell’s back 
sometimes hurt so badly he wept from 
pain. On those occasions, the driver 
would stop for a few minutes while an 
FDN medic massaged Powell’s back until 
he could sit up again and continue the trip. 
After his death, Albright gave the cane 
Powell had used in Honduras to an FDN 
leader, who vowed to return it to the CMA 
in a victory ceremony in Managua. 

Louis McKnight, who had been a friend 
of Powell’s since the two went to high 
school together, according to Powell’s 
mother, Rose. The Vietnam vet helicopter 
mechanic had more recently been a civi- 
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lian maintenance instructor at Hurlbert Air 
Force Base in Memphis. 

Most team members rendezvoused in 
New Orleans, having been driven down 
by Posey in his van. After preparing pon¬ 
chos, boots and other supplies for ship¬ 
ment in Powell’s Cessna 206, they flew 
TACA Air Lines on 24 August to Hon¬ 
duras by way of El Salvador. The next day 
was spent at a main FDN resupply base 
outside Tegucigalpa, where they were 
briefed by Enrique Bermudez, FDN’s 
chief of staff. Albright noted brand new 
FN-FAL assault rifles, used AK-47s, 
WWII-era Mausers of Argentine manufac¬ 
ture rechambered for 7.62mm, M-14s, G- 
3s, 81mm mortars with no ammo and 
U.S. and Dutch grenades. 

On Sunday, 26 August, the six-man 
team, accompanied by Mario Calero and 
other FDN officials, moved out at 0700 in 
a three-jeep convoy for the first FDN 
camp, Vi Lodosa, which is located in Hon¬ 
duran territory adjacent to the Nicaraguan 
border. The nine-hour trip over treacher¬ 
ous mountain roads and cattle paths was 
bone-jarring for the CMA volunteers. Tro¬ 
pical rains had turned the road into a 
quagmire. Dozens of mud-slides and 
wash-outs regularly required the group to 
dismount and dig their vehicles out of the 
cloying muck. They arrived at their des¬ 
tination after dark in a pouring rain and 
got an introduction to “Commander 



Mario Pozo stands by the Hughes 500 
Defender helicopter which crashed two 
days later. This Honduran camp, Las 
Vegas, is almost within spitting 
distance of the Nicaraguan border. The 
FDN guerrilla sitting on the left is 
unidentified. 

Mack,” who leads about 1,200 FDN 
troops. They also got an omen. 

Word reached the camp that FDN’s 
ancient C-47 transport and resupply air¬ 
craft had been shot down and a Catholic 
priest arrived to hold a memorial mass for 
the victims. Adolfo Calero and other high- 
ranking FDN officials arrived and were 
mobbed by their troops, raising security 
concerns among the CMA members. 
“You know there have to be infiltrators,” 
Courtney said. “They were getting 20 or 
30 people a day at this location. In Janu¬ 
ary they had only 4,000 troops and that 
had risen to 12,000. Everybody was 
crowding around and everybody had 
weapons and grenades. If you do away 
with their major leaders, there’s nobody to 
take their place. 

“Anyway, the priest had a cross he had 
been personally given by Pope John Paul 
II. He gave this cross to Adolfo and wished 
the FDN luck. Adolfo told the priest he 
would return the crucifix to him in Man¬ 
agua and everyone cheered,” Courtney 
said. “It was a very moving scene.” 

At 0630 on Monday, 27 August, four of 
the CMA members departed the camp for 
a tour of FDN border outposts. While 
McKnight, Blanton and Courtney 
accepted FDN advice and mounted out 
on mules, Parker chose instead to strap on 
his web gear and walk with the troops. 
Albright and Powell remained at the camp 
to help repair vital support equipment 
such as generators and sewing machines. 
Tools for such work were ancient or non¬ 
existent. “Their screwdrivers are in very 
bad shape and most of their armor work is 
done with old hammers and pliers,” 


Albright said. The CMA team members 
suggested a solution for the FDN’s lack of 
lubricant for weapons. They told mainte¬ 
nance men to save and seine old motor oil 
which can be mixed with kerosene to 
make an acceptable gun oil. Those who 
went on the road also had a rough time. 

“It was very rugged territory,” recalled 
Courtney, whose mule fell twice along the 
treacherous jungle trails. The group saw 
dug-in FDN mortar and machine gun 
positions overlooking Sandinista outposts 
just a short distance away. After lunch of 
beans and rice the group had planned to 
visit another border camp, but was forced 
by the rough ground to head back to Vi 
Lodosa. 

Courtney recalled an incident on the 
journey which convinced him FDN war¬ 
riors and supporting civilians are a hardy 
breed. “About 1500,” he recalled, “two 
young girls about 13 or 14 came running 
by us on the trail, smiling at us despite the 
field packs they were carrying. I found out 
later that these two girls had fed us break¬ 
fast at the home base, had put up the flag 
and had run to our second stop to cook 
our lunch. They cleaned up lunch, and 
when they passed us on the trail in the 
afternoon, they were headed back to the 
base camp to fix our supper.” 

Back at the base camp, Albright and 
Powell examined and helped identify 
such captured weapons as Chinese 
12.7mm machine guns, AKs of Russian, 
Korean, Czech and Chinese manufacture, 
Russian mortars and a grabbag of ammo 
from all parts of the world. Albright copied 
the serial number from a partially- 
detonated Russian rocket fired at the base 
camp. The remnant, with Soviet markings 
intact, was returned to the U.S. for further 
study by SOF staffers. 

The recon party began to arrive back at 
the base camp at about 2030, Albright 
said, with Parker hoofing it and panting for 
breath, out front of the patrol with the 
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SHALL THEIR VALOR 
PASS UNHERALDED? 

By William P. Cheshire 

Reprinted by permission of The 
Washington Times, where Cheshire is 
editorial page editor 

Since it is unfashionable to bear 
arms against communist insurgents, 
the two Americans who lost their lives 
Sept. 1 during a clash with Sandinista 
troops in Nicaragua are unlikely to be¬ 
come American folk heroes. They will 
not be treated, I am confident, with the 
kind of awesome reverence once bes¬ 
towed on, for example, members of 
the Abraham Lincoln Brigade. 

The Abraham Lincoln Brigade, for 
those whose memories of the Spanish 
Civil War have dimmed, was compris¬ 
ed of American leftists who, in the in¬ 
terlude between the World Wars, went 
abroad to fight against Gen. Francisco 
Franco. 

The civil war in Spain drew any 
number of such political and literary 
nabobs —some 2,500 Americans, all 
told, and thousands more from 
Europe. George Orwell was there, nar¬ 
rowly escaping (along with Willy 
Brandt, the future German chancellor) 
when the communists purged the re¬ 
volutionary Marxist party, orPOUM, in 
1937-38. 

Ernest Hemingway put in an 
appearance, too. (Though “fancying 
himself hard-boiled and experienced 
in the cynicism of war,” says Paul 
Johnson in Modern Times, he was 
“easily duped.”) Also novelist Andre 
Malraux and many other literary men 
and just plain swashbucklers, inno¬ 
cents for the most part, used without 
knowing it by Stalin’s propagandists. 

What is different about Dana H. Par¬ 
ker Jr. of Huntsville, Ala., and James P. 
Powell III of Memphis is the apparent 
absence of the kind of dewy-eyed 
romanticism that distinguished so 
many of the volunteers in Spain. 

Both 36, the two men were veterans 
of Vietnam — disillusioned veterans, 
perhaps. Mr. Powell, a helicopter pilot, 
was shot down three times in *Nam. 
Mr. Parker had been an enlisted man 
in the Marines, In Nicaragua, neither 
received “one penny” from the U.S. 
government or any other source, 
according to Tom Posey, who founded 
the group that took them to Central 
America. 

Mr. Posey suggests an altruistic mo¬ 
tive. Many of the Americans fighting in 
Nicaragua, says Mr. Posey, felt guilty 
about this country’s failures in Vietnam 
and “decided to do something about 
fighting communism without ropes on 
us.” 

Some will dismiss Mr. Posey — 
Messrs. Parker and Powell, too — as 


From left, Dana Parker, Comandante 
Mike Lima, Bill Courtney, Enrique 
Bermudez, unidentified American 
tourist with face blacked out for 
security reasons, unidentified FDN 
member, Cisco Blanton, Mario Calero 
and Comandante 26 in blue shirt, 
calloused mercenaries, soldiers of for¬ 
tune, nerveless men who kill for profit 
— or maybe sport. No doubt such men 
exist, but it is by no means clear that 
Messrs. Parker and Powell were of this 
number. 

“These people, and the Americans I 
am with, make me proud to be here,” 
Mr. Powell wrote in his notebook of his 
stay in Honduras. “I think of my son 
... my mother and father and all my 
friends coast to coast. They probably 
don’t understand why I am here, I am 
sure. I am doing what 1 think is right!” 
Hardly the words of a bounty hunter. 

Whether they were on a rescue mis¬ 
sion, as some have suggested, or were 
part of an attack on a Sandinista mili¬ 
tary school at Santa Clara is unclear — 
and immaterial Messrs. Parker and 
Powell were engaged in fighting com¬ 
munism, this time on the American 
continent — an endeavor that, in our 
century, no one should despise, 
however much one may question the 
efficacy of signing on with the contras. 

War is not a pretty business, and the 
small-bore operation in Central Amer¬ 
ica is no exception. I myself have 
observed the Sandinista military in the 
field — wide-eyed, threadbare campe- 
sinos, many of them barely in their 
teens, full of bravado, rice, and beans. 
Unless somebody held a gun to my 
head, I would lack the stomach to go 


shoot at them. 

Even so, these ragtag soldiers are 
the shock troops of what Ronald 
Reagan has correctly described as an 
Evil Empire — the equivalent of Hit¬ 
ler’s — with footholds already in Cuba 
and Nicaragua and designs on the rest 
of the continent up to the Canadian 
border. 

Thinking to defend their homeland, 
Messrs. Parker and Powell gambled 
their lives and lost and I for one admire 
them for it. 

The thought has sprung to mind be¬ 
fore. It springs to mind again. What 
anti-communism needs most is not 
more money for the B-l bomber — or 
even, when you come down to it, more 
heroes such as Dana Parker and James 
Powell. What anti-communism needs 
most is a “Papa” Hemingway to drum 
up the enthusiasm and esteem 
lavished on those who fought Stalin’s 
battles in Spain. It would help, too, to 
have a Pablo Picasso to toss off the 
Free World’s equivalent of “Guerni¬ 
ca,” showing the terrors of the Gulag. 

Conservative writers have churned 
up a zillion works of non-fiction, to the 
point that no serious person — at least 
no serious person with scruples — 
nowadays defends Marxist politics to a 
lettered adult. But fiction, art? Where is 
it? 

“These are the times that try men’s 
souls,” wrote Tom Paine in The Amer¬ 
ican Crisis, and a tiny nation, set upon 
by the mightiest empire in Europe, 
bent its back to the common purpose. 
The soul is tried again, but we have no 
Paine. 
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point man. “The group was staggered out 
on the trail pretty bad,” he said. “By all 
estimates, including Commander Mack’s, 
they covered over 35 miles that day. Dana 
did all of it on foot. He wouldn’t let any¬ 
body leave him behind.” 

“Shit, that was tough,” Parker ex¬ 
claimed to Albright as he strode into 
camp. “I really admire those guys. They 
handled that terrain like it was nothing. 
They could soldier in any man’s army.” 
Cliff immediately recorded the observa¬ 
tion verbatim in his notes. 

A 28 August trip to Las Vegas, another 
border base camp for the FDN, was 
another back-breaking jeep ride over 
nearly-impassable mountain trails that 
brushed within 10 feet of the Nicaraguan 
border in places. Because of several re¬ 
cent border clashes with marauding San- 
dinista patrols, Contra troops in the area 
were on tense alert. Courtney was first to 
spot Sandinista troops rappelling from 
American-made Huey helicopters just 
across the border about a half-mile from 
the FDN patrol. It was either an exercise or 
a show of prowess for the benefit of the 
visiting CMA group. 

“Tension heavy along border,” 
Albright wrote in his notes. 11 Ambush like¬ 
ly. They know we are here. Trip very 
rough. Jim [Powell] has much pain again. 
But no trouble.... Ten-and-a-half hours 
on the road. Much military protocol at our 
arrival. Briefing by Comandante 26, 
Comandante 82, Comandante Invisible, 
who escaped a Sandinistan jail, and Com¬ 
andante Mike Lima, who has one crippled 
leg and only one arm, but will not give up 
the fight.” 

On Wednesday morning, 29 August, 
the CMA group was briefed at Las Vegas 
and given a camp tour. They noted the 
relative size of the installation which was 
much bigger than the FDN settlement at 
their first stop. Suggestions were made to 
improve various aspects of security. Par¬ 
ker pointed out that the FDN’s flat-top 
bunkers were more vulnerable to the in¬ 
coming 122mm fire. He showed them 
how to build A-frame bunkers that would 
disperse shrapnel along the sides instead 
of allowing it to come straight through and 
injure troops inside. 

Although the FDN had claymores and 
antitank mines, no one had taught them 
how to use the passive weapons. Under¬ 
standably skittish around high explosives, 
the FDN troopers had simply left the 
mines in storage. CMA volunteers spent 
time teaching mine nomenclature, opera¬ 
tion and employment. Others organized 
courses in compass and land navigation, 
patrolling and night operations, and 
ambush techniques. FDN fighters, aver¬ 
aging about 16 or 17 years old, seemed 
hungry for the professional knowledge the 
Americans were dispensing free of charge. 

On Thursday, 30 August, FDN pilot 
Mario Pozo clattered into Las Vegas and 
landed the well-worn Hughes 500 which 
was the FDN’s only helicopter. It was a 


Posey’s Produce is definitely a “mom 
and pop” operation. Patsy and Tom 
Posey check orders before he leaves to 
make early-morning deliveries around 
Decatur, Ala. Photo: James L. Pate 


momentous occasion and the troopers 
gathered around the helo in awe. It and 
the C-47 which had been shot down ear¬ 
lier were the FDN’s only air support. The 
aircraft had been given to the Contras by 
the CIA and they were invaluable com¬ 
modities. Congress had cut off financial 
support for the anti-Sandinista effort and 
there would be no replacements for any 
aircraft downed in the fighting. CMA 
volunteers noted former helo-pilot 
Powell’s obvious excitement when Pozo 
set the FDN bird down. Despite a lan¬ 
guage barrier, the two chopper pilots 
quickly became friends. 

.While Powell began teaching Pozo 
rough-terrain landings and other combat¬ 
flying techniques, Blanton and Albright 
organized a mini-jump school for 10 crack 
FDN troops from a guerrilla special opera¬ 
tions detachment. Two FDN students, in¬ 
cluding Commander Invisible, were able 
to make 1,700-foot jumps before the heli¬ 
copter was summoned away on other 
business. 

The helicopter was gone all of Friday, 
30 August, but returned again on 1 
September. Powell resumed teaching 
Pozo about combat flying and confined 
area landing techniques, spending a lot of 
time helping the FDN pilot learn how to 
hold a stationary hover. Seats were re¬ 
moved from the rear of the aircraft in an 
effort to rig it for stretchers and medevac 
missions. Rocket pods were attached and 
the CMA helo experts worked on a way to 
strap additional stretchers to them. One 
helo would have to perform myriad mis¬ 
sions for the FDN. 

It was a challenge for their ingenuity. 
“The helicopter did not have a sighting 
device, or marks on the windows, or any¬ 
thing,” Courtney recalled. They began.. 


experimenting with various air-to-ground 
sighting techniques. Parker assigned him¬ 
self to help Powell and Pozo, and the trio 
worked at a practice LZ about 150-200 
meters from an area Courtney was using 
for other training. 

Before leaving for the day on 1 Septem¬ 
ber, both Parker and Powell left their wal¬ 
lets and passports with Courtney. Powell 
told Courtney, “I want you to keep my 
billfold. Don’t look in it, but if you need it, 
there’s an address in it.” 

About 1400 hours, instead of landing 
off at a distance, Pozo brought his bird 
down about 25-30 meters from Court¬ 
ney’s infantry training area. “It came in 
hot and set down quick,” Courtney said. 
“Parker jumped out and ran over and 
said, ‘We’ve got an emergency. We’ve got 
to go.’ Apparently they were in such a 
hurry, that’s all they wanted to do, tell us 
they had to go somewhere.” 

Camp training continued for about 
another hour before Courtney and the 
other CMA volunteers dismissed their 
charges for the day. Another hour passed, 
and a young FDN trooper with a portable 
radio came into the camp and said a trans¬ 
mission from Radio Managua had re¬ 
ported an FDN air strike against a Sandi¬ 
nista training academy at Santa Clara* just 
inside Nicaragua. The broadcast indicated 
four aircraft participated in the strike and 
one had been shot down. 

“We waited and waited and the heli¬ 
copter still hadn’t come back,” said Court¬ 
ney. “Then the radio said the aircraft that 
had been shot down had two bodies in it. 
After a period of time, they amended the 
report to say it was a helicopter. They said 
one of the people ... had jumped out as it 
was coming down and that he was a big, 
blond-headed American with a beard. We 
knew when they said that that it was Jim 
Powell. The radio said his body burst 
when it hit the ground. 

“We continued to listen to the radio. 
The freedom fighters moved a 2,000-man 
contingent in to about five klicks from the 
helicopter crash in hopes that the third 


JANUARY 85 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 81 





person that they apparently didn’t have 
would get away and would find his way 
back to friendly lines,” said Courtney. 
“Capt. Mack established a picket line up 
there in hopes the third person would 
show up.” 

Many of the 11,000 Sandinista troops 
in the area swarmed around the crash site. 
In addition, Western intelligence sources 
confirmed information obtained by SOF 
that 300-500 Cuban troops were in the 
immediate vicinity, part of the 2,500- 
3,000 Cuban military advisers believed to 
be in Nicaragua. Despite Sandinista 
claims that the FDN air strike on Santa 
Clara killed only three children and a 
female nurse, Western and Central Amer¬ 
ican intelligence sources agree that at least 
four to six Cubans were KIA in the raid, 
and a large number of Sandinista troops 
were also killed or wounded. 

“The people back at the [FDN] base 
camp were dumbfounded,” Courtney 
said. The Americans were in a state of 
semi-shock trying to decipher radio traffic 
from both sides of the border and deter¬ 
mine exactly what had happened. “We 
kept hoping that the unaccounted-for per¬ 
son could have somehow escaped. We 
assumed it most likely would have been 
the man in the back of the chopper, prob¬ 
ably Parker. We all knew he was in the 
best physical shape to make it out alive if 
he survived the crash. 

“Nobody was hungry that night,” Par¬ 
ker’s buddy somberly recalled. “Every¬ 
one was kind of milling around in a stupor. 
We kept looking around, hoping maybe 
that he’d just walk into camp with that 
smile of his, or that someone would radio 
in to say he’d met the picket line and that 
they were bringing him in.” 

Courtney gathered up the wallets and 
passports he had been given by Parker 
and Powell and began to collect their gear. 
Among Powell’s belongings he found a 
three-page journal of their trip. 

The FDN leaders, positive the Sandinis- 
tas knew other U.S. personnel were just 
over the border and fearful of a reprisal 
strike, advnsed the remaining four CMA 
trainers to leave at first light on 2 Septem¬ 
ber for Tegucigalpa. The group pulled out 
in a jeep convoy, still not knowing if Par¬ 
ker was alive, dead, captured, or what. 
They drove all day through the moun¬ 
tains, much of the time within a few yards 
of the border. Their FDN escorts were 
jumpy, the security alert was high and a 
Sandinista ambush was expected. None 
came. They arrived safe but exhausted in 
the Honduran capital about 2100. 

The four CMA members were im¬ 
mediately taken to a safe house, a private 
residence, where they were told to store 
their gear and clean up. Pizza was brought 
in and the team members ate hungrily. 
Soon, they were told, “a gentleman” 
would arrive to see them. A short time 
later an official from the U.S. Consulate 
came in to tell them that a Honduran in¬ 
vestigation into the incident would begin 


at precisely noon the following day. 

“The hint was very strong,” Albright 
said, “that we should be airborne and out 
of the country by then. He didn’t need to 
hit us over the head with a hammer for us 
to figure that out. The Hondurans 
obviously wanted us gone before they be¬ 
gan their investigation.” 

Early the next morning, 3 September, 
Albright boarded a TACA Air Lines flight 
to Miami. Courtney, McKnight and Blan¬ 
ton flew back to New Orleans aboard 
Powell’s Cessna 206. The group was met 
by Posey and Mario Calero, who had 
heard the news broadcasts. “They had 
one newscast on tape,” Courtney said, 
“and the information we’d given the gent¬ 
leman the night before in ‘Teguce’ was in 
there. The White House had already con¬ 
firmed that there were two Americans in¬ 
volved.” 

“If they’ve got this on today, they'll 
have the names on tomorrow,” Courtney 
told the others. “We’ve got to get up there 
first and notify the family members,” 

A storm system prevented a Cessna 
flight from New Orleans to Huntsville. 
Courtney, Posey and Blanton immediate™ 
ly set out in Posey’s van, driving all night. 
Courtney arrived at his Huntsville resi¬ 
dence at about 0800 on 4 September to 
tell his wife the news. He then left to find 
Parker’s ex-wife, Sharon. When Court¬ 
ney arrived, Parker’s in-laws were there 
with Parker’s three-year-old daughter, but 
Sharon had left to take the six-year-old girl 
to register for her first day of school. 
Courtney broke the news to Sharon’s pa¬ 
rents. The father immediately left to bring 
his daughter and granddaughter back 
home. Once home in the garage, he told 
Sharon that her ex-husband, the man she 


Hidden in the background of this FDN 
base camp is a “hospital,” which is 
able to provide wounded freedom 
fighters with little more than first aid. 
Because of limited medevac capability, 
wounded guerrillas must reach the base 
camp under their own power or die 
alone in the jungle. 

hoped to remarry, was dead. 

Sharon burst into her parents house, 
hysterical. On confronting Courtney, he 
recalls, “she said some things that she 
didn’t mean, things she later apologized 
for, like ‘Why did you come back instead 
of him?”’ 

Courtney then went to the Huntsville 
Police Department to tell Parker’s many 
friends and co-workers. Parker’s police 
partner, Roger Taylor, left with Courtney 
to drive to Guntersville to break the sad 
story to Parker’s sister, Sheila. 

Courtney and Taylor entered her home 
and asked Sheila where her husband was. 
As if not hearing them, she stared blankly 
at them, asking, “Where’s my brother?” 
They asked again for her husband, but 
sensing the tragedy, she only repeated, 
“Where’s my brother?” 

“He’s not coming back,” Taylor finally 
said. 

Finally, after almost four weeks, the 
bodies came home, Parker’s to be buried 
on a Huntsville hillside, as he had once 
requested, Powell to be laid to rest in 
Memphis. In the meantime, the families 
and the CMA had to endure the scrutiny 
of the government, the press and a largely 
unsympathetic public, who saw the dead 
men and their compatriots not as freedom 
fighters, but as some type of immoral. 

Continued on page 122 
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SOF AFGHANISTAN 


COMBAT 

IN KUNAR 



Commander Arab Breaks an Uneasy Truce 

by Mark Warman 


E VIL blossoms of light from the muzzle of a recoilless gun 
pierced the inky black of the night. Following an ear-splitting 
explosion, flames erupted from a bunker to our right front. The 
wily rebels of the mujahideen had pre-sighted the weapon just 
before sundown in view of any Afghan Army look-outs who were 
professional enough to scan the high ground with binoculars. But 
the soldiers were busy contemplating an evening of celebration 
in Chowki on this night in August 1984. 

Now they were paying for the distraction. Cackling into the 
night air the rebel gunners banged off another round and brewed 
up a second bunker to the left front. It too had been pre-selected 
and ranged during their daylight recon of this area that had been 
left in relative peace and security over the past year. 

A second mujahideen formation, armed with RPGs and an 
odd lot of rifles, moved under cover of the recoilless gunfire to 
assault government troops in the town. Over the rattle of small- 
arms fire an 82mm mortar coughed out rounds aimed at an 
ammo dump on the outskirts of Chowki. 


LONG RANGE REPORTER 

Guided tours of liberated Afghanistan are common 
enough, so stories from the sharp end stand out Mark 
Warmans stories get noticed, because hedoes his research 
accompanying mujahideen assassination missions into 
Afghanistan's capital (see ‘‘Kabul’s Urban Guerrillas,’' SOF, 
Nov. ’82) or interviewing a resistance commander as he 
directs the shelling of an Afghan Army outpost 
Veteran correspondent for The London Sunday Times, 
The London Observer and the now-defunct Arabia, War- 
man rejoins SOF to take you back to the battle lines of 
Afghanistan. 


Happy holy warrior walks through liberated zone of 
Kunar. Photo: Mark Warman 
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I thought the mujahideen were being a bit brash for an attack 
staged by so few men with so little ammo. They did not seem at 
all concerned. I watched as an AGS-17 spat two- and three- 
round bursts of 30mm HE grenades at us from the slope of a hill 
just 200 meters to our right. The shrapnel spread by their impact 
would have tom hell out of us if we had been where the Afghan 
Army gunner presumed we would be. Fortunately, we weren’t. 

Mohammad Arab and I sat comfortably on the roof of a distant 
house watching the fight unfold and trying to follow the action in 
the glow of muzzle flashes. By Afghan standards we were safe 
and the mujahideen laughed loudly when I ducked a long stream 
of green tracer curving in our direction from the confused defen¬ 
ders of Chowki. Like most of the minor skirmishes between the 
mujahideen and the Afghan Army in this area, the battle at 
Chowki was inconclusive. It simply continued full-tilt until the 
mujahideen finally ran out of ammunition. 

When that happened, Mohammad Arab led his men to a 
refugee camp in Pakistan where they waited for another 
ammunition shipment. That would take about a month so the 
war in the Kunar area of Afghanistan went on hold until around 
the middle of September. It was no big deal for mujahideen 
leader Mohammad Arab. He had spent the last week of July 
preparing for battle in his Kunar Valley home ground. The valley 
stretches north from Jalalabad, parallel to the Pakistan border, 
between 15 and 20 kilometers inside Afghanistan. The Kunar 
River which cleaves through the length of the valley flows fast 
and wide through a complex maze of irrigation ditches. Moham¬ 
mad Arab loves the area but he hates the Afghan Army troops 
and their Russian advisers who occupy the many villages of the 
Kunar. 

He comes by his feelings honestly. The burly, 32-year-old 
Pathan was once a government customs officer working the 
Afghan end of the Khyber Pass. In the Afghan Army he drove a 

“Give me a gun so I can fight.” Young and old alike 
plead for weapons to wage jihad. Photo: Mark Warman 



T-54 tank. He became angry, disenchanted and finally rebellious 
when the Russians invaded his country. 

Arab currently commands the mujahideen loyal to the Yunis 
Khalis faction of the exile Hezb ’ Islami Party, Khalis is regarded 
by many Afghans as a man of action. He regularly exposes 
himself to danger inside Afghanistan, which makes him a marked 
departure from other Afghan political leaders who range from a 
former car dealer to a Khomeini-like Islamic zealot. 

Khalis recently withdrew from the Islamic Alliance which in¬ 
cluded the Gulbuddin faction of Hezb ’ Islami and Jamiat-I- 
Islami, charging widespread corruption. He is unlikely to join 
Islamic Unity — the other major resistance coalition — because 
of the connection with Afghanistan’s former monarch, Moham¬ 
mad Zahir Shah. Khalis blames the king for originally letting the 
Russians gain influence in his country. Men like Mohammad 
Arab tend to agree and gladly carry on the fight in Khalis’ name. 

In 1979 Arab and Aqa Mohammad began armed resistance to 
the communist government of their country led by Nur Moham¬ 
mad Taraki. They were the only two avowed mujahideen in the 
Kunar area but that didn’t come as a surprise to anyone. Kunar 
residents and their immediate neighbors to the north in Nuristan 
have long been known for strong resistance to foreign invasion or 
interference in their affairs. Alexander the Great suffered defeat 
in this area and as recently as 1946 Kunar was a center of 
resistance to the king’s attempts to introduce national conscrip¬ 
tion. 

But the king is long gone and the Soviets and Afghan govern¬ 
ment troops are causing trouble in Kabul. The Russians and their 
puppets actually occupy relatively little of the remote Afghan 
hinterlands but they have all the modern technology to deny 
these areas to the Freedom Fighters, using fixed-wing attack 
aircraft and deadly helicopter gunships. Naturally, they concen¬ 
trate on the border areas through which pass the essential com- 


Mujahid landing craft on the Kunar: eight tires, one rope 
and a brushwood deck. Photo: Mark Warman 
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THE HILL TRIBES 


Afghanistan is a natural fortress defended by natural sol¬ 
diers. Potential conquerors of Asia have always stumbled 
over this block. The Soviet Union is just the latest example. 

From the Amu Darya to the Indus and from the Pamir 
Mountains to the deserts of Iran, Afghanistan is physically 
hostile. Mountains over 25,000 feet, passes over 14,000 
feet and waterless deserts are more difficult to defeat than 
many armies. Yet it is the people who inhabit this natural 
fortress that compose Afghanistan’s strongest bulwark. 

These hard lands have bred hard people. Living at a 
double crossroads — between Central Asia and the Indus 
Valley, between the Iranian plateau and the Far East — 
Afghans have fought many invaders. And because Afghans 
are a mixture of ethnic groups, they fight each other when 
there are no foreigners around to incur their wrath. 

In the West we have come to refer to them as “Afghans” 
(a word coined by Iranians) but they go by much more 
ancient titles such as Tadzhik. Durrani. Pushtun. Uzbek. 
Turkmen. GhaJjis. Khakhai. More often Afghans use tribal 
names, calling themselves Yusufzai, Waziris. Afridis. Khor- 
ait. Abskahiel, Mahsuds or Zadrans. 

The Afghans can be split into four major groups. 1) The 
Eastern Afghans (the Khakhi tribes like the Yusufzai) who 
live in northern Pakistan from Peshawar up to the borders of 
China and Russia. 2) The Western Afghans (the Durranis 
and Ghaljis ) inhabit the southwestern area and are noma¬ 
dic. 3) The minority groups of Turks and Mongols (Tad¬ 
zhiks. Hazara. Uzbeks. Turkmen) who are generally located 
north of Kabul and in the center of the country. 4) The hill 
tribes, called the Karlanri Pathans , like the Waziris. 
Mahsuds. Zadrans . Khataks. etc. who are located in th south 


and east, along both sides of the current border with Pakis¬ 
tan. 

The problem of identifying who the Afghans are is compli¬ 
cated by language. The tribes living in the northeast and the 
southwest speak Piishtu, an Indo-lranian language and 
closely related to Persian. Dari , or Farsi , which is descended 
from Persian, is also spoken commonly in Afghanistan. The 
Durranis , even though Pushtu in origin, usually speak Dari. 

The hill tribes, the people that we typically refer to as 
Pathans, are probably hold-outs from the original stock of 
Indo-Europeans who came into the area around 1500 B.C. 
Herodotus, the Greek historian, mentions a people called at 
various places in his chronicles the Paktuike, Paktues and 
Paktuan . They lived near India and fought as allies of the 
ancient Persians. 

It is the hill tribes which have fought so hard to keep alive 
the famous code of the Northwest Frontier, Pukhtunwali , 
which demands courage, hospitality to guests of unarmed 
men and keeps alive the system of blood feuds which keeps 
the political pot boiling in Afghanistan. 

The hill tribes, by the nanies we know them today, were 
written about the first time by Babur, Mughal Emperor from 
1482-1530, the conqueror of India, a descendant of both 
Tamerlane and Genghis Khan. In Babur’s memoirs he de¬ 
scribes fierce tribesmen (like the Waziris) who blocked the 
passes leading down into India and blocked his campaigns 
to the south. They resolutely refused to pay taxes despite his 
many expeditions into their country. 

To this day the hill tribes don’t pay taxes. The Pakistanis 
have given the tribes an autonomous area. There life goes 
on as it always has. 

The communists in Kabul are being taught the lesson 
learned by previous potential conquerers. The Pathan hill 
tribes don't surrender their independence. — Jim Graves 
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munications, supplies and reinforcements for the mujahideen. 

Despite all that, Commander Arab and his band of 200 armed 
mujahideen have opened an eight-kilometer gap in the Afghan 
Army’s Kunar Valley defenses. They control four major villages 
and both banks of the river. The main road through the valley is 
impassable to all but the most heavily armed and escorted Soviet 
convoys. 

The resistance makes undramatic, plodding progress in east¬ 
ern Afghanistan. Their buddies further south are doing better. 
Mujahideen have successfully maintained a siege around the 
government garrison town of Zazi. Helicopter is the only means 
of resupply for the hard-pressed troops in the town. On the road 
to Ghazni, a major population center in eastern Afghanistan, the 


rebels run regular truck convoys which government troops try 
unsuccessfully to chase down or ambush. Bit by bit, the Afghans 
of the resistance are wresting control of their country from Rus¬ 
sian hands. 

Commander Arab was inspired by such successes when he 
returned to Kunar in July. He crossed the border to a small 
staging area at the foot of the Mitay Mountain in Pakistan and was 
unconcerned by the sight of two wounded warriors who had 
been evacuated from the Kunar by donkey and were waiting for 
a bus to take them to a hospital. The attending medic — a former 
petroleum engineer and proud graduate of a three-month Red 
Cross first-aid course — had provided the standard mujahideen 
remedy for any and all wounds or injuries: an application of 


A TURBULENT TRUCE IN THE 
PANJSHER 

Ahmad Shah Massood, commander of the Jamiat-I- 
Islami forces in the Panjsher Valley, made a truce with the 
Soviets in December 1982. In early 1983, the world found 
out about it. Wild speculation followed shock throughout 
Afghanistan and in free-world circles. Was it a sell-out? 

Given the nature of the conflict in the Panjsher and the 
commander of the forces in the area, no one could be sure. 
Commander Massood and his Tadzhik Freedom Fighters of 
the Panjsher had run Afghan Army troops out of the valley, 
and between 1979 and 1982 fought off six separate Russian 
assaults. That didn’t seem like the track record of a man who 
would suddenly go soft on the Soviet occupation forces. Still 
no one could say for certain what prompted the ceasefire in 
one of the most tactically significant areas of Afghanistan. 

The Panjsher, a narrow, fertile valley starting just north of 
Kabul and running generally southwest to northeast, was a 
perfect guerrilla stronghold. From the valley, Massood’s 
forces were able to strike convoys coming from the USSR 
through the Salang Tunnel (the only road into Kabul from 
the north), Bagram Air Base (the Soviets’ principal air facil¬ 
ity) and even Kabul itself. 

Massood, a 30-year-old, Dari- (Afghan dialect for Farsi) 
and French-speaking former engineering student turned 
guerrilla chieftain and philosopher, was also a natural West¬ 
ern journalists who had visited Massood in his Panjsher 
redoubt Med columns with speculation about his disturbing 
and unexpected agreement with the Russians. 

The best available evidence indicates Massood either 
agreed not to attack the communists anywhere in Afghanis¬ 
tan or promised not to attack the major communist base at 
Roka near the mouth of the Panjsher and along the roads 
coming out of the Salang Tunnel In return the Soviets likely 
agreed to end the bombing of the Panjsher and make no 
attempts to establish a government presence in the valley 
beyond Roka. 

Whatever the actual terms of the agreement, it was 
greeted with immediate and justified suspicion by the other 
mujahideen resistance groups. Rumors circulated in the 
bazaar indicating the Russians had bought Massood. Sup¬ 
porting this thesis were statements by Jamiat-I-Islami Com¬ 
mander Zabiullah in Mazar-1-Sharif (See “Afghan Raiders 
On Russia’s Border,” SOF, September ’84) and Comman¬ 
der Abdul Haq, who operates in Kabul Province. Zabiullah 
indicated he had refused money offered for a nonaggression 
pact with the communists and Abdul Haq claimed the USSR 
had offered him $400,000 to quit attacking the Kabul power 
plants and transmission lines. 

Other mujahideen leaders complained Massood’s treaty 
would allow the Russians to redeploy units protecting Ba¬ 
gram and the Salang Tunnel approaches to other areas. 
That prediction came to pass quickly. A Soviet unit 
ambushed near Urgun on 10 May 1983 by the National 



Shah Ahmad Masood (center, smiling) made a 
controversial non-aggression pact with the Soviets. 
Photo: AP/Wide World 

Islamic Front of Afghanistan had originally been deployed in 
the Panjsher facing Massood’s troops. The Russians were 
also able to safely move convoys into the area to support 
their 1983 summer offensive. 

Given such tactical set-backs for the resistance move¬ 
ment, why would Massood do it? His supporters claim it was 
all subterfuge. 

“We knew it would be a propaganda and political loss for 
us,” said Jamiat-I-Islami spokesman Masood Khalili, “but 
Massood wanted the military advantage. 

“He needed time to train men, harvest crops (which we 
had not really been able to do since 1979), resupply and 
plan for the war. Our people were not ready or prepared for 
this war when it started in 1979 and after three years we 
began to realize we had made some mistakes. In the first 
three years we thought we could defeat the Soviets with 
bravery. But can you really beat the Soviets with bravery? 
Can you defeat the USSR with tribal warfare? How long can 
bravery last? 

“Massood realized the only way we could defeat the 
USSR was by learning scientific guerrilla warfare. He con¬ 
stantly pressures me to send him more books. He realized 
that in the long run we Had to have a systematic approach, a 
program to win. Our aid is limited and improperly chan¬ 
neled and the resistance is just not as effective as it should 
be, Massood wanted to build the proper kind of army and 
then launch a selective campaign using hide and hit tactics.” 

Suddenly Massood’s willingness to negotiate with the 
Russians takes on new meaning to the mujahideen. Spokes¬ 
man Khalili continued. 

“We can ambush almost any convoy coming through the 
Salang Tunnel, but why do it? Not all of them are worth 
ambushing. Massood wants to hit specific convoys. If a 
convoy comes through the Salang Tunnel with something 
you don’t need, why hit it? But if you need RPGs and the 
convoy has a shipment of RPGs, then you hit it.” 

Khalili claims, and other sources in Pakistan confirm, that 
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gentian violet, a non-sterile gauze dressing and some rare anti¬ 
biotics. Arab considered the wounded men lucky. At least they’d 
be safe from marauding Soviet helicopters for a while. 

Resupplied and fortified, Arab moved his mujahideen force — 
ranks swelled by one British journalist — downslope, away from 
the sanctuary of Pakistan. He was headed on a course through 
the Shonkle Valley to the Kunar River. 

Thirty armed men in Mohammad Arab’s group stopped for the 
night in the village of Shekhal on the northern slopes of the 
valley. They could have reached the destination in another day’s 
march but there was trouble here. It took most of the day and 
much of Commander Arab’s diplomatic skill to settle it. 

A tribal feud had broken out between the villagers of Shekhal 


“Massood did not allow his men to hang their Kalashnikovs 
up on a nail during the truce period.” The Panjsher fighters 
ventured outside their valley to help other resistance forces 
... which may be why the truce is no longer in effect. 

Massood’s men fought in the shadow of other mujahi¬ 
deen formations until the Spring of 1984 but they did not 
directly hamper Soviet activity. They kept their bargain. The 
rumor in Pakistan in May was that the Soviets and Kabul 
communists had negotiated with Massood right up to the 
day the truce broke down. 

Khalili says Massood was merely stalling for time. He had 
intelligence which predicted an assault on the Panjsher. 
Massood evacuated the civilians in early March and most of 
the troops were able to hide in side-valley caves when the 
assaults came. Massood had expected the Russians to use 
gas (they did), so his troops had gas masks. Massood also 
asked for and received an emergency shipment of anti-tank 
mines to thwart Soviet armor during the negotiation period. 
Finally, he resumed the guenilla campaign against Salang 
Tunnel approaches starting on 18 April. 

Soviet retaliation began on 21 April. Three days of high- 
altitude carpet bombing was followed by a similar period of 
air-dispersed gas attacks. On the sixth day after the truce 
breakdown, 20,000 Soviet troops were lifted into the Panj¬ 
sher Valley by Mi-24 helicopters. Afghan Army units came 
on APCs and trucks and they suffered heavy casualties from 
the crop of 1,600 anti-personnel and anti-tank mines Mas¬ 
sood planted on the Panjsher approach routes. 

The Russians eventually overwhelmed organized resist¬ 
ance in the Panjsher but it was a hollow victory. Pushing 
Massood’s entrenched defenders out of the valley took an 
enormous toll in men and equipment lost. Meanwhile, Mas¬ 
sood appears to have escaped with most of his men. He is 
now reported to be operating from other valleys beyond the 
Panjsher. 

Russians being Russians, there was one other tactic tried 
to defeat Massood in the Panjsher before committing the 
main body of their assault force. In the first week of the 
attack the Kabul government announced that it had killed or 
captured Massood. At different times they claimed both. 

They did try to assassinate Massood. Three hit-teams 
penetrated the Panjsher before the attack. Fortunately for 
Massood, the communist Afghan killers included one Tad¬ 
zhik from the Panjsher. 

His team got within 10 yards of Massood but the Tadzhik 
informed. His companions and the other two teams were 
captured. The Tadzhik who changed his mind told Massood 
that Babrak Karmal, President of Afghanistan, had given 
him the pistol with which he was to shoot Massood. Karmal 
promised a provincial governorship if Massood died. 

The Tadzhik may have figured he had to be alive to 
collect. He wouldn’t live long in the Panjsher after assassi¬ 
nating Massood. 

His bargain, like Massood’s controversial truce with the 
Russians, was doomed to be broken. — Jim Graves 


and the inhabitants of Gargo, six kilometers across the valley. 
Two men were dead on each side. Since Mohammad Arab has 
20 armed men on permanent station in each village he was 
obligated to arrange a ceasefire. Unlike many of the ideological- 
ly-intolerant Afghan leaders, Arab is well-read in the theory of 
guerrilla warfare. He knows the villagers are the water in which 
his mujahideen fish must swim. 

After seven hours of see-saw negotiation an agreement was 
finally reached. Each side pledged five rifles — valuable com¬ 
modities in occupied Afghanistan — to keep the peace. The rifles 
would be awarded to the injured party if shooting started again. 

Feuds are endemic to Afghanistan but they are not confined to 
rural tribesmen. Peshawar-based political parties frequently de¬ 
cide on the enemy of the day depending on the status of such 
disputes. If the argument is heated enough, the military arms of 
the political parties may take to shooting each other rather than 
the Russians. 

Hekmatyar Gulbuddin — the most extreme of the Afghan 
fundamentalists — once closed a pass to the Panjsher, vital for 
resupply of Ahmad Shah Massood’s mujahideen formations, as 
a result of a feud. It remained closed until the 1984 Soviet major 
offensive in the Panjsher, when public opinion forced Gulbud¬ 
din ’ s Hezb ’ Islami forces to allow Massood’s supplies through the 
pass. As late as year’s end, sources in Peshawar indicated the 
vital pass was closed again and the people tasked with resup¬ 
plying Masood are forced to take a longer route to reach his 
camps. 

Captured Soviet body armor (see SOF’s scoop on Sov 
body armor in May *84, p. 70) protects Mohammad 
Zaffar, mujahid RPG specialist. Photo: Mark Warman 
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But the feud in Shekhal was not so serious and we moved on 
to the village of Malagoro in time to spend the evening on the 
balcony of a mosque. As the mujahideen cleaned their weapons, 
mosque attendants scurried about picking up gun-oil polluted 
gravel and throwing it down into the valley below. Half Moham¬ 
mad Arab’s men carried AKM folding-stock Kalashnikovs while 


the other half doggedly stuck with bolt-action .303 Lee-Enfields. 
They also had two RPG-7s, one captured from the Russians and 
another of Chinese manufacture. A captured, Chinese-made 
82mm B-10 recoilless gun would be introduced on this mission. 
Somewhere along our route, Commander Arab’s men would 
stop to collect a cache of other weapons including 200 rifles, six 


THE AFGHAN FREEDOM FIGHTERS’ 
ORGANIZATION 

A single, unified Afghan resistance front might drive the 
Russians from Afghanistan. Unfortunately, that potential is a 
virtual impossibility given the inevitable division of the Free¬ 
dom Fighter factions along familial, tribal, ethnic, linguistic, 
religious and political lines. 

The anti-communist revolt started in 1978. Nuristan took 
up arms against the government of President Noor Moham¬ 
mad Taraki who had ordered radical reforms in traditional 
Afghan education, marriage customs, religion and agricul¬ 
ture. 

By early 1979 there were literally scores of individual 
mujahideen groups, or fronts, in the countryside, who 
would kill any communists who came to their land. They 
called the war a jihad All three terms — mujahideen, jihad 
and land (as it applies in Afghanistan) — are mostly mis¬ 
understood in the West. 

A jihad translates as “holy war.” But Moslems clarify it as 
“the struggle to advance Islam.” A mujahid is a Moslem who 
fights in jihad. Under their definition an Afghan who pro¬ 
vides food for a passing fighter is also mujahid. as is an 
Afghan working in the Middle East who contributes money 
or supports the struggle by word or deed. 

The concept of land means something different to most 
Afghans than it does to most Westerners. When a Tadzhik 
from Bazarak village in the Panjsher Valley says he's going 
to drive the Russians from the land. he*s talking about 
driving them from Bazarak. That’s not to indicate he would 
not also walk down the valley five kilometers to help out the 
Tadzhiks in Roka with their communist problem. If the 
weather’s nice, he has enough bullets and there are enough 
spoils to go around, he might even walk 35 kilometers to the 
Salang Road and help the Tadzhiks ambush Russian con¬ 
voys. 

Once hes taken care of all the Russians in Parwan Pro¬ 
vince, the jihad has been won as far as he’s concerned. If the 
Russians are still active in Paktia. the Pushtuns will take care 
of that. It’s an entirely different land, after all. 



Afghans are relatively secure in many areas. Here they 
drink tea in staging area just inside Afghanistan. Photo: 
SOF 

In mid-1979 that mentality began to change and six 
mujahideen fronts emerged inside Pakistan, first at Miran 
Shah and later in Peshawar. These groups tried to broaden 
resistance goals and minimize prejudice and feuds which 
crippled the jihad. 

Today the resistance is divided into two major groups: the 
fundamentalists and the traditionalists. 

The three fundamentalists are: 

• Hezb’ Islami: Led by Hekmatyar Gulbuddin. 43. One 
of the largest groups and perhaps the one best connected to 
rich Middle Easterners. Through his reported contacts in the 
Moslem Brotherhood (a secret society which originated in 
Egypt) Gulbuddin maintains those contacts. When Zulfikar 
Ali Bhutto was president of Pakistan he supported Gulbud- 
din’s political party which called for the formation of a true 
Islamic state in Afghanistan modeled after Iran. Pakistani 



LEFT: Communists help when the Free World fails: Commander Mohammad Arab 
holds Chinese 82mm round. Photo: Mark Warman. BELOW: Foreign aid takes the 
form of anti-armor mines. Photo: SOF. RIGHT: Suspicion, walls and bolted doors 
characterize Peshawar political HQs for the resistance fronts in Pakistan. But 
mujahideen in the field begin to cast differences aside to kill invaders. 

Photo: SOF 
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more RPG-7s, an 82mm mortar and a Dashika (Afghan word 
from DShK-38) 12.7mm heavy machine gun. The plan was to 
use the firepower in an all-out attack on complacent Afghan 
Army troops occupying the Kunar River town of Chowki. 

We moved out early next morning in groups of two and three. 
At the mouth of the Shonkle, where it joins the Kunar Valley, an 


abandoned government bunker and trench complex is under 
observation from an OP on Kuligram Mountain five kilometers to 
the south. Afghan Army FOs can call down 82mm mortar fire on 
any groups of mujahideen they spot coming out of Shonkle 

Continued on page 112 


authorities continue that support. Gulbuddin is opposed to 
the traditional system of power in Afghanistan — the mul¬ 
lahs (village religious leaders) and maliks or khans (tribal 
chiefs). He is a controversial leader, suspected by the other 
groups of sometimes working for the Soviets. It is claimed 
that he was a member of the Parcham faction of the Afghan 
communist party. 

• Hezb’ lslami Afghanistan: Led by Maulavi Mohammad 
Yonis Khalis. 63. Islamic fundamentalist but not of the 
Gulbuddin type. This group is strongest in Pushtu -speaking 
areas along the border, especially in Nangarhar Province. 
Considered to be one of the better fighting organizations. It 
has fought with Gulbuddin's group. 

• Jamiat-I-Islami: Led by Professor Burhanuddin Rabbi- 
ni, 51, a former religious lecturer on the Kabul University 
faculty. Jamiat is primarily made up of the three million 
Tadzhiks who live in northern Afghanistan and is strongest 
in Badakshan (where Rabbini is from). Kunduz, Balkh, 
Kapisa, Takhar and Baghlan. Rabbini is well connected in 
the Middle East. His organization has had pitched battles 
with Gulbuddin. 

The traditionalists are: 

• National Islamic Front of Afghanistan: Led by Sayyed 
Pir Gailani. head of the Qadiri Sufi sect who commands a 
large traditional following among the Pushtuns , particularly 
in southern and eastern Afghanistan (Wardak. Paktia. 
Ghazni, Logar and Nangarhar). His organization is trying to 
build its strength in the north. Of all the groups. Gailani*s is 
the best connected in the West since many of his leaders 
were educated there. He is also a supporter of former King 
Zahir Shah, currently living in Italy. 

• Harakat lslami Afghanistan: Led by Maulavi Moham¬ 
mad Nabi Mohammadi. 63. Mohammadfs group is 
nationalist even though it is an organization dominated by 
the mullahs . the village religious leaders. These mullahs are 
not backers of the revolutionary fundamentalism of Iran. 
Harakat is strongest in Loghar, Kabul. Kandahar. Ghazni 
and Kunduz and has also fought Gulbuddin's men. 

• Afghan National Liberation Front: Led by Sibghatullah 
Mojaddedi. 58. a former professor at Kabul University. He 


has a strong traditional following among the Pushtuns be¬ 
cause he comes from the Shor Bazaar sect, but his move¬ 
ment is nationalist in scope. 

The fundamentalists and the traditionalists formed two 
working groups in 1982, the Alliance and the Unity, respec¬ 
tively. The two coalitions have been able to cooperate in 
some areas but not to the extent that the six separate fronts 
have lost their autonomy or identities. For example, con¬ 
tributions delivered to one of the fronts are considered for 
the specific use of that front unless the contribution is clearly 
identified as an Alliance or Unity contribution. The Alliance 
has been less successful than the Unity in presenting a 
united front since Gulbuddin’s group is widely distrusted in 
mujahideen circles. 

It is unlikely that any of the six major leaders will be able to 
bring into being a single organization representing all 
Afghans. Reports of petty internecine squabbles still eman¬ 
ate from Pashawar but they are countered by other tales of 
mujahideen ignoring politics and banding together to fight 
the jihad . The fighters inside seem to have less concern, 
about the political and religious problems of some distant 
future when Afghanistan is free. Their concern is the Rus¬ 
sians who are in their country right now. The message going 
back to Peshawar from the field seems to be “quit fighting, 
work together and get more guns, ammunition and food out 
to the front." 

Interestingly enough the message may be having an effect 
on events at resistance headquarters in Pakistan. The 
Peshawar Fronts have toned down their previously boister¬ 
ous, sometimes-violent bickering to sotto voce grumbling. 

All Afghans are aware that a strong, charismatic leader, 
emerging to form one organization of Afghan Freedom 
Fighters, would be able to find new sources of funding and 
resources for their struggle. Western observers and Afghans 
who are not committed to one of the six groups think the 
only possible solution to the impasse in Peshawar is for 
some commander to emerge from inside Afghanistan who 
through his reputation as a fighter can bring the Fronts 
together. 

Frankly, it's a long shot —Jim Graves 
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S INCE the British strolled off the Road to 
Mandalay and granted Burma her inde¬ 
pendence in 1948, the Southeast Asian na¬ 
tion has been racked by 35 years of armed 
struggle for power and dominance. It’s a 
confusing situation for natives as well as 
observers who try vainly to keep track of 
who’s killing whom in Burma. 

The major fighting is essentially between 
the forces of the central government in Ran¬ 
goon and a plethora of opposition forma¬ 
tions. Currently fighting for independence 
from government control are 10 ethnic 
armies, two communist armies, several 
“opium armies” of Shan drug warlords, 
and a few Koumintang Nationalist armies, 
remnants of the forces that crossed the Bur¬ 
mese border to escape the Chinese com¬ 
munist victory in 1949. 

While it gets extremely complicated 
keeping up with it all, the situation basically 
involves the military forces of Rangoon fac¬ 
ing the rest of the armies and fighting on 
various fronts. The opposition is not as for¬ 
midable as it seems since the Burmese gov¬ 
ernment’s enemies spend much of their time 
fighting each other. 

The strongest and most familiar force 
fighting the Burmese central government is 
an alliance of ethnic armies called the 
National Democratic Front (NDF). Formed 
in 1975, the NDF is now comprised of eight 
ethnic armies: The Karen National Libera¬ 
tion Army , the Karenni Army , the Mon 
Liberation Army, the Arakan Liberation 
Army , the Shan State Army , the Kachin 
Independence Army, the Wa National 
Army , the Pa-o National Army , and the 
Labu State Liberation Army. Another nona- 
ligned ethnic army, the Palaung State Li¬ 
beration Army , operates in Burma’s north¬ 
ern Shan States. 

While these formations are clearly di¬ 
vided along ethnic lines, the issues that fre¬ 
quently lead to violence involve much more 
than tribal or territorial loyalties. Burma’s 
Shan States, the primary opium producing 
areas of Southeast Asia’s notorious “Gol¬ 
den Triangle,” are home to several private 


armies fighting over the lucrative raw dope 
trade. The largest of these is the Shan Un¬ 
ited Army commanded by the drug warlord 
Khun Sa. There are others organized to pro¬ 
tect their interest in opium production and 
trade including most notably the Shan Un¬ 
ited Revolutionary Army , composed of 
Nationalist Chinese who fled to Burma in 
1949. 

Like most struggling Third World na¬ 
tions, Burma is not without her communist 
movements and influence. Two communist 
armies operate in the Chinese and Laotian 
border areas. The Burmese Communist Par¬ 
ty, loosely supported by China, is the 
largest. The Communist Party of Burma , a 
smaller and more recent arrival, is sup¬ 
ported by Vietnam. The potential for trou¬ 
ble is clear. 

Fighting this hodgepodge of different 
armies and warlords are the Burmese 
Armed Forces. Comprised of a large well- 
trained army and a small navy and air force, 
the Burmese government can field about 
180,000 troops over which there is no civil¬ 
ian control. 

Burma’s iron-fisted ruler Ne Win is the 
current military dictator. He seized power in 
a military coup in 1962 and abolished the 
parliamentary government established after 
independence. Calling his new doctrine the 
“Burmese Way to Socialism,” Ne Win im¬ 
posed a roughshod military dictatorship 
complete with reeducation camps, secret 
police, controlled press, communes, work 
quotas, ration cards and the abolition of 
private property. 

And he instituted a policy called “greater 
Burmese chauvinism” which eventually 
sparked violence and resistance to govern¬ 
ment control in the country. In simple lan¬ 
guage, Ne Win’s policy means that ethnic 
minorities are neglected, oppressed or 
otherwise hassled by the Burmese majority. 
Political dissent is outlawed by decree from 
Rangoon and suppressed by the Burmese 
secret police. They don’t have much trouble 
collecting intelligence on subversive activi¬ 
ties. East German specialists have trained 


the Burmese secret police in brutally effi¬ 
cient interrogation methods. 

Torture is the name of the game. Saw 
Haryuh, one of the commanders of the 
National Democratic Front’s military wing, 
tells gruesome stories of brutal electric 
shock torture he endured as a prisoner of the 
Burmese security forces. Imprisoned be¬ 
cause of alleged “dissident attitudes” even 
before he joined the NDF, Saw Haryuh also 
indicates he withstood water tortures as well 
as microwave and infrared tortures where 
energy waves are focused on a prisoner’s 
head, heating up his brain and skull until the 
pain becomes unbearable I heard other 
testimony describing rebel POWs being 
skinned alive by Burmese security forces 
and ethnic women being raped and beaten to 
death by Burmese soldiers. 

Tentacles of Ne Win’s oppressive rule 
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have tightened around virtually all levels of 
Burmese life. “National Solidarity Asso¬ 
ciations” function as local enforcement 
agencies on the village level. They watch 
for “dissident attitudes” and “counterrevo¬ 
lutionary tendencies” in much the same 
way as do the “bloc committees” in Cuba 
and other communist countries. 

All this has resulted in a host of enemies 
arranged in a bewildering array of armies 
lined up in rebellion against Rangoon. Basi¬ 
cally, the situation shakes out like this: 
THE KAREN NATIONAL LIBERA¬ 
TION ARMY (KNLA) 

Sometimes called the “White Karen” or 
“Karen Pyu” because of the color of their 
traditional costume, this largely Christian 
anti-communist ethnic minority is concen¬ 


trated in the mountains of eastern Burma 
flanking the Thai border. A few villages can 
also be found sprinkled in the Irrawaddy 
River delta area to the west. 

The Karen's armed struggle began in 
1948 and for years they effectively kept the 
Burmese government troops confined to the 
area around the capital. During the early 
years when the Karen were kings of Bur¬ 
mese turf, the Rangoon bureaucracy was 
referred to as the “seven-mile govern¬ 
ment.” The Karen had government forces 
so hamstrung that they were unable to pro¬ 
ject power much beyond the outskirts of 
Rangoon. Since 1971 when massive foreign 
aid began roiling in from various commun¬ 
ist countries, the Burmese Army has man¬ 
aged to push Karen influence back to a line 



ChiCom weapons captured from the 
Burmese Communist Party are a welcome 
addition to the guerrilla's arsenal. This 
KNLA soldier casually shoulders a Chinese 
Type 56 LMG. 

betwen the Salween and Moi Rivers in east¬ 
ern Burma. 

Despite the hardships of fighting a better- 
equipped force, the Karen have not lost 
motivation and clung to their moral stan¬ 
dards for the most part. Although opium 
trade would provide a lucrative and badly- 
needed source of income to support their 
struggle, the largely Christian Karen lead¬ 
ership prohibits drug trafficking across the 
borders in their area. Meanwhile, foreign 
aid to the Karen is minimal. They rely pri¬ 
marily on a five percent tax levied on smug¬ 
glers plying a contraband trade between 
Thailand and Burma to fuel their continuing 
war. 

Practically a nation unto themselves, the 
Karen have their own flag, language, 
schools, hospitals, democratic government 
and army. The army is seasoned, formid¬ 
able and considered by many observers to 
be the best guerrilla formation in Southeast 
Asia. It boasts an estimated 6,000 to 10,000 
troops under arms. Most are volunteers who 
enlist for periods from just over a year to a 
lifetime. Pay for KNLA troopers is lousy. 
They receive only rice, salt, uniforms and 
weapons in exchange for long, often savage 
years of jungle combat. 

Among the Karen, the military sets the 
tempo for civilian life. Males are forbidden 
to marry until they have spent five years in 
the army. That is not as draconian as it 
seems; the military is a way of life for most 
males in Karen society. Many junior KNLA 
officers have 20 years in uniform and some 
senior officers boast 25 years of combat 
experience. 

Necessity is the mother of invention in a 
guerrilla army and the KNLA has managed 
to give birth to a booming weapons black 
market in Thailand which provides them 
with guns captured from Burmese or com¬ 
munist forces as well as effective ordnance 
created in jungle workshops. Karen armor¬ 
ers claim to make their own projectiles for 
81,82, and 60mm mortars. Effective mines 
are made from glass bottles or bamboo. 
Heavier weapons are more difficult to 
obtain. A few heavy machine guns of Ko¬ 
rean War vintage serve as the KNLA’s 
primary anti-aircraft resource. 

THE KARENNI ARMY (KA) 

Called the Karenni or Red Karen (a 
description based upon the color of their 
native dress) the anti-communist Karenni 
control parts of Kayah State north of the 
White Karen strongholds. They are fighting 
to keep the independence of their territory 
which they call Karenni State claiming their 

Although barely old enough to play with toy 
guns, these Karen kids have taken up arms 
against the government in Rangoon. Like 
their parents, they use any arms they can 
find. From left they are, an Ml carbine, an 
M16 and a Soviet SKS. 
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rights to independence were acknowledged 
by the British and Burmese in an 1875 treaty 
which has been ignored by the Rangoon 
government. They have their own 
language, flag, and democratic 
government. Largely Christian, they 
abstain from opium trafficking but are 
poorer and less powerful than their White 
Karen allies to the south. 

The Karenni army and militia are the 
muscle of the Red Karen movement. About 
1,000 men under arms continue to harass 
sporadic Burmese patrols into their 
territory. With access to only limited funds, 
the KA is forced to obtain weapons from 
any source possible. The black market and 
captured Burmese or communist arms 
provide most of the arsenal. 

THE MON LIBERATION ARMY 
(MLA) 

Controlling the territory south of the 
White Karen strongholds, the Mon prowl 
the rugged jungles on the Burmese side of 
the Isthmus of Kra. The Mon are one of the 
oldest peoples in Burma. Between the fifth 
and ninth centuries, they controlled all of 
Burma. The strength of their forces is 
unknown but they are clearly not as 
powerful as the Karen forces to their north 
of their native lands. 

THE PA-O NATIONAL ARMY (PNA) 

Concentrated mainly in the hills near 
Taungyi in the Shan States north of the 
Karenni, the PNA has an estimated force of 
5,000 men. Their language is closely 
related to the Karenni. Fighting for their 
independence they have sometimes made 
temporary alliances with the Burmese 
Communist Party to obtain weapons. At 
present they have split from any BCP 
connections and have joined the NDF. 
THE SHAN STATE ARMY (SSA) 

A powerful force in Burma, the SSA 
boasts an estimated 5,000 to 10,000 men 
concentrated east of the Salween River in 
the central Shan States. In the past the SSA 


has provided a buffer against the expansion 
of the Burmese Communist Party into 
central Burma. Although the SSA and BCP 
have formed defense pacts in the past to 
enable the SSA to get ChiCom weapons to 
fight the Rangoon forces, the SSA has 
abrogated these agreements because of 
communist arrogance and ideological 


interference with Shan religious practices. 
The SSA is indirectly involved with opium 
traffickers which they tax to provide 
revenue to buy arms. 

THE WA NATIONAL ARMY (WNA) 
Thought to be the direct descendants of 
the aboriginal people of Burma, the Wa are 
wedged into wild rain-forest areas on the 



A RETURN TO 
SOUTHEAST ASIA 

After spending three years in Vietnam 
as a soldier, a return to Southeast Asia 
was the last thing Mark Johnson ex¬ 
pected. But that's exactly what hap¬ 
pened. Intrigued by the ongoing guerril¬ 
la conflict in Burma, Johnson turned 
freelance writer and headed overseas. 

While in Chiang Mai in northern 
Thailand, Johnson linked up with a 
Chinese jade smuggler who provided 
him with contacts in the National Demo¬ 
cratic Front. Once inside Burma the rest 
was up to him. 

On the banks of the Salween, Author 
(kneeling at center) poses with a group of 
Karenni fighters. Their weapons are 
whatever they can get — Ml carbines, 
AK-47s, HK G3s, an M-79 grenade 
launcher, even an old shotgun. 
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Burmese border with China. The Wa, who 
speak Chinese and Burmese as well as their 
own language, have been heavily recruited 
in the past by the BCP. Those who volunteer 
to soldier for the communists have been 
primarily seeking an economic escape from 
extreme poverty and a hand-to-mouth 
existence. The Wa have not bought 



Most of the different Burmese resistance 
movements have their own unit patches. 

Top: Karenni Army shoulder insignia. 
Center: Karen National Liberation Army 
patch (worn on both sleeves). Bottom: Two 
different versions of the Mon Liberation 
Army insignia. 

ideological communism and find 
themselves mostly used as mercenaries by 
the BCP. 

Recently a large faction of southern Wa 
has split away from the BCP and joined with 
the National Democratic Front. Called the 
Wa National Army, this faction boasts a 
strength of some 5,000 well-armed soldiers 
who resist the Burmese Army incursions 
into their traditional strongholds. 

Former British colonialists called them 
the “wild Wa" since they were formerly 
headhunters with a reputation for being 
extremely fierce in battle. As my guide put 
it, “The Wa are not afraid to die." 

THE ARAKAN LIBERATION ARMY 
(ALA) 

As they are fairly isolated in the 
traditional lands of western Burma, the 
ALA is a mystery to most observers. Their 
territory runs from the Bay of Bengal to the 
mountains which rise out of the western 
Irrawaddy River valley. 

A group of ALA soldiers traversed 
Burma to join the NDF forces as an 
ideological contribution from the 
Arakanese people to the NDF forces in their 
fight with the Rangoon government. After 
walking 30 days to reach the Karen 
stronghold of Maw Po Kay, they dug in 
beside other NDF contingents to help fend 
off assaults by some 3,000 Burmese troops 
who besieged the border stronghold. 

THE KACHIN INDEPENDENCE 
ARMY (KIA) 

Thought to be one of the stronger ethnic 
armies, this hardy group lives in the rugged 
mountains of northern Burma. Separated 
from the rest of Burma by massive rock 
pinnacles which extend to peaks of 19,000 
feet along the mountain range, the KIA have 
also remained a relatively obscure force. 

Kachin were used effectively by the allies 
in the China-Burma-India theater to support 
British and American commandos 
sabotaging the Japanese Army in WWII. A 
friendly exterior that belied a ruthless knack 
for destroying the enemy earned them the 
nickname “amiable assassins." 

The name still applies and the Kachin 
have proved to be as stubborn and difficult 
in combat as the terrain of their native 
mountain homeland. The Burmese Army 
has tried unsuccessfully to suppress the 
Kachin rebellion for many years. Fielding 
about 3,000 soldiers, the Kachin are the 
third largest insurgent group in Burma. 
THE LAHU STATE LIBERATION 
ARMY (LSLA) 

A relatively minor group with little effect 

Determination and his M16 are all this 
KNLA soldier needs to fight government 
troops. 



Accommodations in a guerrilla camp. No 
frills but they are hard for the Burmese 
Army to reach. 


on the situation in Burma, the LSLA prob¬ 
ably has no more than 300 fighting men. A 
recent addition to the NDF, the LSLA pre- 
vioulsy played only a small role in the separ¬ 
atist movement. In February 1984, the 
LSLA gave in to Rangoon's forceful prod¬ 
ding. Their surrender marked the end of an 
11 -year-long struggle which never quite got 
off the ground. The LSLA’s surrender will 
not have any impact on the NDF’s fight for 
freedom. 

THE BURMESE COMMUNIST 
FORCES 

The Burmese Communist Party has 
ridden the rollercoaster of changing power 
and influence in the nation. While not 
aligned with — and in most cases hostile to 
— the ethnic armies of the NDF, the BCP 
was once the strongest military power 
outside Rangoon. In the 1970s they had 
nearly 17,000 regulars under arms with a 
reinforcing militia of 10,000. But the 
changing winds of fortune blew badly for 
the communists. By 1980 a rift had opened 
in the BCP’s relations with their mentors in 
Peking. The rift quickly became a gaping 
chasm and military aid from China slowed 
to a trickle. The BCP’s military arm 
dwindled to less than 10,000 men by 1981. 
It probably remains around that figure 
today. 

There are two major reasons for the break 
with China’s communist power structure. 
The first involves pure politics. The BCP 
supported the Gang of Four in its 
ideological struggle against Deng 
Xiaoping. The Gang of Four lost. 

Meanwhile, Vietnamese expansionism 
throughout Southeast Asia has shifted 
China’s attention away from prime 
concerns with sponsoring Third World 
communist revolutions. In order to gain 
support for a united front in Southeast Asia 
against the Vietnamese, Peking has decided 
to rethink its foreign policy. A small 
movement like the BCP simply doesn’t 
merit the same attention as Vietnamese 
aggression in the Chinese backyard. 
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BURMA’S MYSTERIOUS 
MILITARY MACHINE 

The present confusion that reigns in 
Burma stems from more than just the 
bewildering array of rebel forces fight¬ 
ing the government. Burma’s post-war 
cloak of self-imposed isolationism has 
made it difficult to get a handle on the 
composition and true capabilities of the 
Burmese Army. Regarded as somewhat 
of a pariah by Southeast Asian neigh¬ 
bors, Burma’s government has done lit¬ 
tle to counter that image. Most Wes¬ 
terners don’t know much about Burma’s 
military and few regard it as a potent 
power among Asian armies. 

The formations funded by the Ran¬ 
goon government have plenty of combat 
experience. Fierce fighting with a col¬ 
lection of enemies since before WW11 
and the present bout with rebel ethnic 
armies has kept them honed. 

The roots of the modern Burmese de¬ 
fense establishment lie in WW1I. The 
disarray left in the wake of the advancing 
Japanese tide prompted creation of the 
Burma Independence Army (B1A). 
Formed in late 1941 under Japanese gui¬ 
dance, the BIA developed the basis for 
the modern Burmese political and mili¬ 
tary system with an original “Thirty 
Comrades” calling the shots. 

After Britain abandoned most of her 
former colonies following the war, Bur¬ 
ma gained independence in 1948. Com- 
mited to a nonaligned foreign policy, 
Burma trundled through years of con¬ 
solidation in the 1950s. In 1958, a split 
within the government precipitated a 
political crisis. Reconciliation seemed 
impossible and in September of that year 
the military took control of the country. 
Led by Ne Win, one of the original Thir¬ 
ty Comrades, the military set up a care¬ 
taker government with the limited goal 
of providing order until elections could 
be held. Early in 1960, elections put 
popular candidate U Nu at the head of 
Burma’s reform government but his 
administration proved mostly ineffec¬ 
tual. 

Ne Win again intervened. A coup in 
March 1962 set aside the constitution 
and established a new revolutionary 
government. He has been in power ever 
since and has attempted a thorough and 
radical transformation of Burmese soci¬ 
ety under a program called “The Bur¬ 
mese Way to Socialism.” Led by a new 
elite of senior military leaders, the pro¬ 
gram rejects Western parliamentary 
democracy in favor of authoritarian poli¬ 
tical control through a single party sys¬ 
tem. Although Burma has had a con¬ 
stitution since 1974, real political power 
as well as control of the armed forces 
remained in the grip of Ne Win and his 
close supporters; most of them former 
military officers. 

Because of Burma’s non-aligned for- 



Not all the ethnic armies* equipment is 
obsolete. This young KNLA trooper shows 
off his M16 and M203 grenade launcher. 


eign policy, external defense is not a 
major preoccupation of the Burmese 
Army. India and Thailand are benevo¬ 
lent neighbors, Laos has internal prob¬ 
lems and China, despite continuing 
problems with Burma, chooses to retain 
cordial relations with Ne Win. 

Maintaining internal security is the 
Burmese Army’s principal task. Burma 
has no formal military treaties with any 
other nation and does not allow foreign 
troops to enter her territories. Aid and 
advice have been solicited occasionally 
from the British, Yugoslavs, Russians 
and Chinese, but the policy of the army 
is to rely on its own system of training 
and obtaining arms. When weapons are 
needed, the army procures them from 
abroad for cash. 

Largely a light infantry force, the Bur¬ 
mese Army has retained the British reg¬ 
imental system. Heavy weapons support 
for the 115 infantry battalions formed 
into six divisions is provided by five 
field artillery regiments, one anti¬ 
aircraft regiment and two armored reg¬ 
iments. 

The bulk of the 180,000-man army is 
ethnic Burmese. The remainder is a mix¬ 
ture of the major ethnic groups in Bur¬ 
ma. It has been official policy to man all 
military units with a mixture of Burmese 
and ethnic peoples, but the old British 
system lingers and units are still segre¬ 
gated according to cultural groups. 
Formed into battalions, they are the 
Kachin Rifles , five battalions; Chin 
Rifles , four battalions; Shan Rifles , one 
battalion and the Kayah Rifles , one 
battalion. 

Each battalion is organized into four 
rifle companies of three platoons, plus a 
support company with mortar, machine 
gun and recoilless rifle platoons. An 
administration company provides the in¬ 
evitable logistic tail. Full-strength batta¬ 
lions are listed at 27 officers and 723 
enlisted men but they rarely muster more 
than 500 men. Three or four battalions 


form a Tactical Operations Command; 
three TOCs form a division. Artillery 
and armored units are deployed only as 
required. 

Despite the gravity of the military 
situation inside Burma, service in the 
armed forces remains voluntary. Pay is 
not as high as in civilian jobs, but the 
army offers free rations, clothing, 
accommodations and medical care. In a 
country with a standard of living as low 
as Burma’s, there is little difficulty in 
recruiting officers or men. 

There are virtually no reserves for the 
army. Called territorials (sitwundans), 
the reserves numbered about 14 batta¬ 
lions at independence but most have gra¬ 
dually been absorbed into regular forma¬ 
tions. 

Equipment is largely of British and 
American patterns and mostly obsolete. 
Some is being replaced by locally made 
small arms and heavy equipment from 
abroad. The H&K G3 is manufactured in 
Burma and is replacing musty old WWII 
rifles carried by many infantrymen. 
Vietnam-era M-79 grenade launchers 
provide explosive punch. 

Artillery is mostly ancient U.S. 
105mm howitzers and 100 or so 75mm 
Yugoslav mountain guns. British Hum¬ 
ber armored cars and Ferret scout cars 
comprise Burma’s only armor strength 
but armor does not play a major strategic 
role given the country’s dense vegeta¬ 
tion. 

The air force is small and geared 
mostly toward aerial resupply missions. 
Ten ground attack fighters, 28 transports 
and 58 helicopters are flown and main¬ 
tained by 9,000 Burmese airmen. 

The military tradition is strong in Bur¬ 
ma. During the colonial years, the Brit¬ 
ish chose to believe that the Burmese did 
not make good soldiers. Such arrogance 
led the British to neglect the inclusion of 
an apolitical military in the administra¬ 
tive apparatus they bequeathed to the 
Burmese at independence. 

Tribal rivalries have kept Burma in 
turmoil for centuries. Fueling that fire is 
Ne Win’s Burmese Way to Socialism 
which is essentially a bland blend of 
Marxism and Buddhist ethics guiding a 
military regime in the attempt to force a 
martial ideology on its subjects. Because 
Burma is a country with such a large 
population of diverse ethnic groups, the 
program has run into stiff opposition. 

In the form of enraged minorities cla¬ 
moring for autonomy, Burma’s rebel¬ 
lion has become significant among her 
neighbors who don't want the fighting to 
spread across their borders. In Rangoon, 
a continuing blind belief that Burma can 
ignore the mounting pressures of a hos¬ 
tile world has created a cloud of com¬ 
placency that keeps the country’s leaders 
from finding a realistic solution to the 
dilemma. 

— Dale Andrade 


94 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


JANUARY 85 






Another reason for decreasing Chinese 
support of the BCP involves economics. 
When it comes to money in many 
worldwide enterprises, the end justifies the 
means. Burma has a ready supply of raw 
heroin and the communists have no moral 
qualms about trading in it. Heroin has 
become a new source of income and that 
reality has forced the communists to change 
their tactics. 

The BCP has not mounted any military 
operations against the Burmese Army for 
the past two years. A behind-the-scenes 
truce with Rangoon has left the Burmese 
Army free to concentrate on the piecemeal 


dismemberment of scattered hill tribes and 
efforts to deal with other NDF formations. 

With firm faith in their Leninist doctrine, 
the BCP is satisfied to sit back to wait for the 
outcome of Burma's continuing internecine 
struggle. Rangoon tactical planners hope to 
eliminate the ethnic armies one by one and if 
they can pull it off. the BCP will undoubted¬ 
ly step in to fill the vacuum. 

The wild card in the jumbled deck of 
Burma is expanding Vietnamese influence. 
Hanoi's puppet Communist Party of Burma 
(CPB), is playing the Marxist hand in the 
Burmese poker game. It is difficult to get a 
line on the influence of the CPB because it 


KNLA officer keeps contact with his patrols 
in the bush. Limited commo equipment 
hinders the guerrilla’s ability to mount 
complex operations. 


operates along the remote Laotian border 
area of Burma where strangers are not 
usually welcome. . 

During the dry season Of 1984, the 
Burmese Army launched an unprecedented 
offensive against the ethnic tribes living in 
the untamed wilderness of eastern Burma. 
The resultant combat operations have 
locked the NDF formations into a violent, 
no-holds-barred contest with the Burmese 
Army. Some effective alliances have been 
made, but fire fights generally develop 
between small, independent units and army 
patrols depending on who gets ambushed or 
sniped in the dense jungle. 

The offensive is the biggest challenge to 
survival in the NDF's 35-year fight with 
various Rangoon governments. In January 
1984, the Burmese Army’s 44th Division 
with 10,000 combat troops using American 
helicopters, 120mm mortars and 105mm 
howitzers came knocking at the door of the 
Karen stronghold of Meh Ta Wah. 

It should have been the death-blow for the 
Karen resistance, but sheer tenacity and 
courage allowed them to hold out against 
overwhelming odds. Contrary to many 
reports from the area, the pressure applied 
by the Burmese Army has not caused NDF 
resistance to collapse. Leaders of Burma’s 
ethnic armies insist they will continue to 
fight until the government agrees to grant 
them the independence they feel is their 
right. ^ 


WITH THE KARENNI 
GUERRILLAS ALONG 
THE SALWEEN RIVER 

The woman finished her work in the 
shade of a thatched hut. Handing a rum¬ 
pled OD fatigue shirt to Maj. Htoo. she 
retreated into the beckoning cool of the 
Turning to me, Maj. Htoo handed 
over the shirt on which his wife had sewn 
two Karenni Army shoulder patches. 
‘’Here/' he grinned up at me. “Now if 
the Burmese catch you they will surely 
kill you,” 

Two days of painful trekking through 
rugged mountains covered with dense 
jungle had brought me to this Karenni 
stronghold in eastern Burma. A local 
guide led me from Thailand through tri¬ 
ple-canopy jungle down to a lush river 
valley . We caught a ride on a hang yao 
(long-tailed boat) for the final leg into a 
Karenni tribal territory. 

The oppressive heat of the Asian dry 
season along with the lull of the rippling 
brown water made me drowsy and be¬ 
fore I realized it we had arrived. Our 
boat nosed the shore with a gentle bump. 
As I sat on the riverbank brushing clouds 


of darting gnats from my face, I couldn't 
help having second thoughts about my 
trip, 1 was waiting for another boat that 
would take me to what the resistance 
fighters in this area consider the “front 
lines.” Why risk my life to tell people 
about this struggle? With nuclear saber- 
rattling filling the world’s headlines, 
who would care about this nasty little 
jungle war? And then I got my personal 
answer. 

As J watted for my ride, the riverbank 
quickly filled with refugees. Karenni 
women and children who had fled the 
Burmese Army’s genocidal operations 
in the south were on their way to safety 
where Red Karen formations could pro¬ 
vide some measure of security They sat 
stoically on their possessions awaiting 
boats that would take them upstream. 
War and death was an everyday reality to 
them. 

A voice from the water jolted me back 
to my own reality. It was Maj. Htoo. 
“We go now,” he said as a hang yao 
bearing four Karenni soldiers, each 
armed with a different weapon, 
approached the rickety wharf. I scram¬ 
bled aboard. 


The silent voyage took us down the 
river, shaking through jungled moun¬ 
tains smothered by lime-green thickets 
of bamboo and soaring tropical hard¬ 
woods. Exotic birds flew across our path 
and crocodiles slithered into the water. 
Except for an occasional thatch leah-tp 
on some lazy river bend, the banks of our 
watery highway were uninhabited. 

But there was little opportunity to en¬ 
joy the scenery. Ahead the river split 
into two blind channels separated by a 
solid rock cliff. At the last moment a 
narrow opening appeared. Accelerating 
into an “S” turn in the river, the boat¬ 
man deftly threaded the craft through the 
eye in the cliff. The glassy water abrupt¬ 
ly transformed into a foaming cauldron. 
The boat plunged down a harrowing 
chute of white water. Any miscalcula¬ 
tion and it was $Tf§pver. 

“We lose boat and three guns here 
before, ' ’ bellowed Maj , Htoo over the 
roar of the rapids, “ft is the worst place 
on the river.” 

Our boatman tamed it this time. I 
turned around and gave hint a thumbs 

Continued on page 130 
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SOF ADVENTURE 

DIVE 
ON THE 


At War or 
Underwater, 
the Rush 

Remains Text & Photos by Gary Gentile 


ANDREA 

DORIA 




I CY tmgcrs of Alton lie seawater preyed 
hard ul my j(isist hke a surgeon sear¬ 
ching 1'ur a pulse. Mine was radiu! and I 
wnilcJ chNirlv hujl Ltke rlutd of im heartbeat 

ii * 

Liver the rom 1 ot ivjutoinr evlianst I* veil 
LulditflhC iicisieULSons pi l' ssiile at this ilepth. 
M was ton'd nol to IlypeiA nLiL llLu We had 
JeheendeiJ calmly through the murky ilcjiths 
when suddenly it loomed up out ul the 
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The author, Gary Gentile, in diving gear 
aboard the dive boat. 


VETERAN DIVER 

Gary Gentile is a Vietnam veteran 
whose wide-ranging experience lets him 
cover what lie does best'— outdoor acti¬ 
vities such as SCUBA diving, mountain 
climbing, backpacking, and canoeing. 
His service career in Vietnam consisted 
of service with the 25th Inf. Div., Third 
Brigade, and the Fourth Inf. Div. in 
Pleiku. He is presently writing a book 
tracing the development of a draft-age 
teenager in Vietnam. 
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wavering vluidufra on the silty bottom. 

liven m her watery grave she was vast, 
impressive and ominous, iindless tiers of 
brass portholes, overgrown with flowering 
sea Einemunes. gaped along the curve of her 
massive hull A funeral shroud of seaweed 
covered the railing where rich passengers 
once stood to wave farewell or greeting in 
the many ports she made Only the smooth 
leak deck, holystoned to a rocky sheen by 
gen.endii.ins of sweating sailors, seemed to 
have resisted the ravages of her long burial 
at sea. 

Still, us I hung suspended by my buoyan¬ 
cy compensator, there was no mistaking the 
hulking form of the Andrcu Darin. 1 wailed 
in reverence while my dive partner over¬ 
came his own awe and considered the chain 
of events that led me to descend on this 
sunken drip, one of the most fabled among 
divers from around the world. 

When I look up diving as a hobby I had 
never Ittard of the Andrcu Darin. 1 wasn't 
following a lifelong ambition, nor did I 
know the grandeur, the sense of accom¬ 
plish me nl that came with the sport. Diving 
became my escape from a humdrum life¬ 
style — and from certain memories of worse 
times. 

Lisiemng to the‘hollow whoosh and roar 
of my regulator. I remembered another day 
as I prepared for an undersea escape. A 
buddy noticed the white sheen of shrapnel 
sears and asked me if my fascination with 
diving somehow stemmed from mv evpurt- 

U was a harrowing dive lor all of us. But 
shaking afterwards with a post-trauma 
emotional reaction similar to the same thing 
1 felt in Vietnam was maybe the reason 1 
did it in the first place. Maybe it was 
something to replace that feeling, to 
encounter the edge of the envelope again. 


























eiH'os in Vietnam. I had Us think about that 
Long and hard. 

I Hashed buck 10 those long, difficult days 
spent in the jungle near Due Pho; days of 
oppressive heal, insatiable iiiHCeis, hunger. 
lhir>c. aching muscle* and enemy contact. I 
remembered how alive \ felt when a fire 
fight finally ended. Wei* I seeking somehow 
to regain lhai feeling hy challenging myself 
asul the elemenl* of nature as a SCUBA 
diver? 

Perhaps. Maybe I u'j.t looking for the 
same old ru*h I had fell in Vietnam. Maybe 
the surging adrenalin had somehow hooked 
me, calLStng me to warn more and more. 
Maybe chui was wliat had brought me to this 
place im feet helow the surging surface of 
the Atlantic. 

But I had been here before. In fact, I had 
made a half-dozen previous dives on the 
ill-fared Dor*it jLihi to look around 

and chase the old feeling of excitement and 
adventure- This lime 1 was after a prize: fine 
European china from the liner's first-class 
dining room. 

Other divers with big bucks and helium- 
oxygen mixed gu* rigs could go alter the 
purser’* sate and make a media event out of 
the recovery and the long-a waiied, anti- 
climatic opening, but I wanted something 
more personal:: something like gold em¬ 
bossed dishes with the name “Italia" in¬ 
scribed to prove what I had accomplished on 
less money and more guts. 

That's the sort of lfunking that led me to 
begin planning this dramatic dive. Unlike 
previous dives on the wreck, we would not 
have millions of dollars worth of life- 
support equipment and trained back-up per¬ 
sonnel. Ours would be a strictly shoestring 
operation. dependent entirely on guts, 
tenacity —and Luck. We would use double 
tanks, each holding K2 cubic feet of air and 
breathe through sirtgk-ho.se regulators. 
Dives wtiuld be Nmired to 20 minutes each, 
with decompression done in ihe open ocean 
— minus protection from marauding sharks 
and without immediate decompression sup¬ 
port if some thing went wrong. Our hired 
boar would have to be anchored in precisely 
the right spot on the churning surface and be 
able to remain stationary- with solid moor¬ 
ing, In the end. all those considerations 
meant sacrificing the safety margin of recon 
dives to pinpoint a safe entry area to the 
7t¥M'oot-lung vessel. It also meant diving 
wtlh someone l could trust. 

I picked Steve Gallo, an eager and com¬ 
petent young diver who had packed an im¬ 
pressive amount of expertise into three short 
year* of underwater experience. He had 
done a fair number o! deep dives under my 
instruction but our expedition would mark 
his first descent on something as deep and 
1 

The moment ui truth: Si ere (Jatto shows me 
hi* air Kaugc m the decompression line. I 
offered m huddy-hre@the with him but we 
were botfj low. Sieve rose to the surface and 
threw down a spare tank before the 
nitrogen hubbies hud time to surface in his 
bloods! ream. 
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Two china unfcds shortly after their 
recovery. Deep inside the hull, my thin 
shaft of light sliu^iJ nothing but slimy 
seaweed waving through the reddish cast of 
rusting iron. 

A little cleaning revealed the chain link 
design, crown atid Italia crest in this wine 
glass from the Andrea Doha . Before the 
dive, 1 wondered if 1 WM challenging myself 
to find that same: feeling 1 sensed after a 
Vietnam fire fighf. 



Overturned lifeboats and debris from the 
deck float clear of the luxury liner Andrea 
Doha early on the morning of 26 July 1956 
as the Italian ship takes its final plunge into 
the deep w aters off the coast of 
Massechusetts. Photo: AP/Wide World 

SINKING THE 
UNSINKABLE 

Unsinkable ships: men have always 
tried to build them. Sometimes — when 
ego and technology combine to make 
them think they can fool Mother Nature 
— men announce to the world that they 
have finally built the unsinkable ship. It 
never proves to be true. 

The ill-fated Andrea Doha — pride of 
the Italia line — is a case in point. By 
1953 standards her builders had em¬ 
ployed the latest technology in an effort 
to make the Andrea Doha unsinkable. 
They hyped that aspect of her construc¬ 
tion to reassure passengers who would 
sail in her across the Atlantic for lucra¬ 
tive passage fees. True, the ship was a 
marvel of modem marine science, but 
the builders should have known better 
than to bill her as unsinkable. Most of 
them were alive and kicking when the 


unsinkable Titanic went to the bottom in 
1912 with all 22 of her watertight com¬ 
partments flooded. The Titanic disaster 
claimed more than half of her 2,200 pas¬ 
sengers when she collided with an 
iceberg in thick fog. The Andrea Doha 
sinking was less costly. Of the 1,700 
passengers and crew aboard only 52 lost 
their lives. 

On the night of 28 July 1956, during 
the Andrea Doha's highly-publicized 
100th crossing of the Atlantic, her offic¬ 
ers drove her through a vagrant patch of 
pea-soup fog with brash confidence. Her 
radar showed an approaching vessel 
some 16 miles away but the instruments 
did not allow the officers on the bridge to 
gauge the relative movement of the 
oncoming vessel. 

On the bridge of the Stockholm 
watch-standers also noticed a blip on 
their radar. Traveling under a. perfectly 
clear and starlit sky in their sector of the 
sea, they could not understand why 
lookouts couldn’t spot what the scope 
said was there. As a precaution, both 
ships began evasive maneuvers. Unfor¬ 
tunately, they swerved directly into each 
other's path. By the time each ship was 
visible to the other a collision was inevit¬ 
able. 

Just after 2300 the Stockholm's bow 
pierced the Andrea Doha's starboard 
side opening a gaping wound. Icy Atlan¬ 
tic waters began to rush in and passen¬ 
gers were tossed from their beds. Valiant 
rescue efforts by the crews of the lie de 
France and other ships which answered 
the SOS, saved most of the passengers 
and crew from the stricken liner. The 
following morning the unsinkable 
Andrea Doha slipped quietly, almost 
gracefully, beneath the calm surface of 
the Atlantic and eventually came to rest 
in 200 feet of water. 


potentially dangerous as the sunken Andrea 
Doha. 4 

When 'Summer brought warm weather to 
the Atlantic coast, we chartered a boat for 
the three-day run to the wreck site. The 
weather soured shortly after we left Mon- 
tauk on the eastern tip of Long Island. We 
rolled and shuddered with the 42-foot btitiE 
and realized if a freak storm made condi¬ 
tions any worse we would be in in serious 
trouble so far from a sheltered harbor. 

Once over ihe wreck the pre-dive prelimi¬ 
naries proved deceptively simple. Estimat¬ 
ing the Andrea Doha's final resting place 
beneath our keel, we dropped buoys for¬ 
ward and aft, hoping to hit the wreck. Steve 
and I bounded over a gunwale and dropped 
into the murky depths letting our weight- 
belts drag us toward the bottom. We clutch¬ 
ed an anchor line from the support boat 
which we would secure to the sunken ship 
for stability. The hulk loomed rapidly out of 
the dark be|ow us and we touched down on 
the hull at 170 feet, just below the once 
proud vessel’s promenade deck. Sweeping 
my diving light in a circle to get my bear¬ 
ings, I recognized the deserted “winter gar¬ 
den” just aft of the bridge wing and a large, 
acetylene-cut opening through which a 
more famous team of divers had removed 
the Andrea Doha's safe. The temptation to 
simply swim through the gash into the heart 
of the ship was nearly overwhelming but I 
stuck doggedly to our carefully-prepared 
dive plan. If things went right, Steve and I 
would enter the And™ Doha for ihe first 
time on the next descent. 

Topside, the situation was deteriorating. 
A revised weather forecast for this portion 
of the Atlantic warned of thunderstorms 
headed our way. Rain presented no prob¬ 
lem, but strong winds would whip the seas 
into a treacherous cauldron. The charter 
boat skipper indicated he might have to pull 
anchor and head for a lee short if the pre¬ 
dicted weather front materialized. Op our 
tight budget, that would mean (he endpfour 
quest for some of the Italia line’s fine table 
service. 

Veteran divers realize they are always at 
the mercy of the elements. It’s a lot like 
being in the infantry, I realized as we 
gathered in the clammy cabin to discuss 
alternatives. Outside squalls hissed and 
swept the seas with solid sheets of rain. 
Wave action had increased to three-to-five 
feet and rollers were cresting white spume 
all around us. The boat rocked from side to 
side with a sickening motion as the pound¬ 
ing of the waves increased. It was not an 
ideal time to enter the water on a dangerous 
dive that would require steady surface sup¬ 
port. 

We were stymied — 200 feet short of our 
goal. I poured over the U.S. Navy Standard 
Air Decompression Table, working out re¬ 
petitive dive and decompression times. A 
shorter surface interval would give us 19 
minutes of bottom time at a maximum depth 
of 190 feet and require a 44-minute decom¬ 
pression stop. Since my information indi¬ 
cated the most likely location of the china at 
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around \&i) feet, 1 felt we wuuld have a 
eoinr'urtabJe sat'eiy margirt, To ensure we 
were working on valid assumplions. we’d 
have to Uo a quick rccLin dive —right now 
before ttiu weather got worse. 

Steve and I made a final equipment 
check. With the boat rocking and bobbing 
like a cork, we climbed into our year, drop- 
lied into the frothy water and swain to the 
anchor Eirte, At 10 feet it was eerily calm. 
Synchronising our air aral depth gauges we 
exchanged tms.su ring hand signals and 
kicked down toward she wreck of the 
Attdrat Dorter A solid Knot of tension grip- 
lied my stomach just as it had so many times 
before wlien I stepped out of cover and 
began a slow, cautious walk across an open 
rice paddy. Good. As it had in Vietnam, the 
painful knot would remind me to stay alert. 

Jusi below ihe surface the waters of the 
Atlantic had been clear and warm. As we 
dropped through successive ihertnodines 
and plankton layers, visibility worsened and 
a'bone-numbing chill crept through the in¬ 
sulation of our dry-suds. The storm- 
darkened sky did not allow much light to 
penetrate at these depths and we were in 
absolute darkness when we finally landed 
cm the wreck. In the glare of our lights, the 
ragged wound in Andrea Daria's hull 
yawned like a monstrous mouth ready to 
swallow us. 

Staring fixedly along the thin shaft of my 
light I could see nothing but slimy seaweed 
waving through the reddish cast of rusting 
iron. Visibility inside the ship would be 10 
feet or less, This was going to be tough on 
the nerves, 

The Andrea Dttria is on the bottom rest¬ 
ing on her side. Thai position puts every¬ 
thing 90 degrees out of phase for divers who 
can retain lltcir orientation to up and down. 
The deck and overheads would be vertical 
surfaces and the bulkheads would all be 
horizontal 1 . We entered trying to retain a 
mental picture of the situation. 

I dropped straight down, dragging one 
hand along the smooth Linoleum deck to 
slow and control my descent into the ship’s 
interior. Across from me an access panel to 
llie liber s electrical system beckoned like 
the mouth of a cave, I fought off the tempta¬ 
tion to investigate and shifted my gaze to a 
spider-web of broken pipes and torn cables 
which extended from a piece of grill work. A 

During a preunus din.' uit the wreck a 
shark gnl lm dose for cnmFort t and too 
atigresshe to be honored. 4 diver had to 
deal with the marauder using a 


turnprtHHed-air spear gum 
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diver tangled in that mess would become 
another victim of the wreck of the Andrea 
Dor in. 

We simply let our weights drag us 
straight down into the bowels of the wreck. 
There were no reference points or marking 
rounds from an artillery battery to pinpoint 
our location as there had been in the jungle. 
We swam abreast into the gloom trying not 
to notice that the opening through which we 
had entered was shrinking rapidly above us. 
The cold blackness seemed to squeeze in on 
us causing the first needles of panic from 
sensory deprivation. Our lights simply 
would not penetrate to display anything 
more than an eerie green dot. 

A steady pounding in my ears was be¬ 
coming quite distracting. Was it simply 
equalization to compensate for increasing 
depth or the first signs of deadly nitrogen 
narcosis? I sh rugged it off as I used to ignore 
annoying musquilnes or leeches in South¬ 
east Asia. 

A glance al my diver’s watch told me we 
had been inside the wreck for only three 
minutes. Despite our efforts to keep kicking 
to a minimum, our exhaust bubbles were 
dislodging nist and particulate matter from 
bulkheads, it descended on us in a thick, 
solid cloud. Like a driver on a dusty road, 
we had to keep moving just to stay ahead of 
the silt. 

At five precious minutes in the interior of 
the Andrea Doria we passed over debris that 
had fallen from a first-class cabin; huge 
sheets of balhroujTi tile, wooden paneling, a 
red-backed chair, and a jumble of broken 
nuoftrseent tubes. 

Finally something at the edge of our light 
caught my eye. A glimmer of white. The 
edge of a plate poked up out of the cloying 
silt. Tenderly i reached for it and the dish 
came free easily in a swirl of thick mud. 
Pooling our meager light we noted the gold- 
leaf trim and the crown logo. The word 
"Italia" was proudly emblazoned on the 
bottom. We had found the first evidence of 
our huried treasure. 

Another plate gleamed in the light five 
feet ahead- Like donkeys mindlessly fol¬ 
lowing following a carrot on a stick we were 
lured deeper into heart of the Andrea Doha. 
Dinner plates, cups, saucers, bowls and pie 
plates began to appear everywhere we 
looked. It seemed like a gigantic garage sale 
and we poked through the debris hungrily 
like tightly-budgeted shoppers on a spree. 

It was hard to concentrate on anything but 
breathing and plucking the prized porcelain 
out of the muck but I realized we were 
running out of time. I diverted attention to 
my gauge panel by bringing it up close to 
my face mask. The readings on the dials 
didn't seem to make any sense. Inside the 
mask 1 fell my mouth mold into a foolish 
grin. I recognized the symptoms. Narcosis. 
My eyes were seeing the readings but tiiy 
brain refused to interpret them correctly. 

Forcing concentration, I lifted the panel 
and took another look. We were 14 minutes 
into the dive, which meant that we had to be 
out of the corridor and starting our descent 


ABOVE: During ihe hour-long 
decompression, there was time Tor A look at 
china hanging in a goodie hag Truin divtr 
Steve Gatto's arm. On my ascent from I he 
hull, 210 feet below, we kept a constant 
watch for sharks. Fortunately, nunc 
approached. We were armed only with 
diving knives. BELOW: We spent a InE of 
time studying gauges to check prnper dtplh 
and time during the lengthy deconipressHiii 
on the anchor line. The spool of line dipped 
to our belts was an emergency 
decompression reel to be used in case the 
anchor line breaks or cannot he found. 




ABOVE: hive precious minutes inside the 
.Andrva Doha we passed over debris tluit 
had fallen when it was rammed b\ the 
Swedish ship, Siwkhuho, Despite time 
constraints, it was hard to resist playing 
with the faucet of a bathtub in the corridor 
leading to the dining room, BELOW: I'd 
made half a dozen tints to the ill-fated 
Andrvu iJiuiu just to look around. This time 
I was after a prize: fine European china 
from the Hrst-dass dining room. 






Colorful, lowering anemones surround a 
square hatch on tike boat deck. Inside sat 
the treasures we coveted* tempting us to 
descend only a few more feet into the 
murky bowels. 



On the upper hujl, porlhole glass is covered 
with marine growth. Inside looking out, 
there appears to be no escape from the 
maze of passageways and blackened 
portholes. 


in no more than five minutes. The gauges 
also said I had 1,000 pounds of air remain¬ 
ing in my tanks. It was only a third of what I 
had brought from the surface but within 
safety limits for the yscenl and decompress¬ 
ion stop. 

Then the reading on my depth gauge 
finally registered and sent my heart thump¬ 
ing. The needle rested firmly on the 210- 
foot murk. Somehow we had misjudged I lie 
location of the china cache and failed to 
notice it when we descended beyond the 
depth on which we had computed the avail¬ 
able bottom time. The treasure we could lift 
from this recon dive would have to suffice. 
We had to hurry out and up if we warned to 
keep success from turning to tragedy. 

In the muck and darkness I could not see 
the mesh bag hanging from my wrist 
lanyard. Feeling for the metal hoop I un¬ 
dipped it and began to rapidly stuff plaies 
and other flatware inside. Sieve and I gab¬ 
bed for whatever was in sight belorc it could 
be obscured by the cloud of silt that sur¬ 
rounded us. 

Fighting off the giddiness of threatening 
narcosis I rechecked the gauges and disco¬ 
vered we vyere due to begin our escape from 
the clutches of the Andrea Doha and return 
to the surface. We turned and used our 
buoyancy compensators to ascend * lightly 
into clearer water. I put a reassuring hand oil 
the linoleum deck again and pushed upward 
toward the exit hole. After covering Lhe 7^ 
feet 1 computed should pul us at lhe exit. I 
encountered only a solid steel bulkhead. 

The sheer terror of a hopeless silualioii 
gripped me with icy fingers. Not alter sur¬ 
viving Vietnam and countless dangerous 
dives. I thought. Surely I won't be trapped 
to die in an underwater tomb. Fntnlkally I 
groped around me and felt only rusty steel. 

I fought off the panic. Calm dimn and 
reason it out. I thought, breathing deeply 
through niy regulator. Descending several 
feet I discovered the bulkhead which lisid us 
trapped had a rounded lip. A hatch. Passing 
under it hesitantly. I swept my light around 
and discovered a trail of portholes. Lillie 
green dots of faint light shone through the 
shroud of darkness to point the way to safe¬ 
ty- 

Meanwhile, our treasure was becoming a 
burden. To offset the weight of the china 1 
injected air into niv dry-suit, but I still had to 
kick furiously to reach the elongated ripen¬ 
ing that beckoned to us. 

By the time I swam through it I was 
gasping for air and needed a moment lo 
regain control of my breathing. We had 
escaped the Audrey Doha but ih$re was 170 
feet of water between us and the solely of 
our boat. 

Preoccupied with my own problems. I 
suddenly realized I had lost sight of Steve. 
Sweeping my light back onto the wreck I 
could just make out his form in the murky 
water. He was struggling with his own bag 
of china. Working quickly. 1 slipped the 
mesh bag off my wrist and let it fall to the 

Continued on page 108 
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SOF VIETNAM 

“HELL’S BELLES!” 

Is This Any Way to Run an R&R? 


by CPT James M. Perry, USA, Ret. 


T HERE came a time in 1959 when Bull 
Simons relaxed his order limiting 
travel between A-Teams in Laos. We’d 
been so few when we first came in, we were 
almost family. Now, with the first six 
months of Operation White Star completed, 
most were going home to Ft. Bragg. 1 had 
volunteered for yet another six-month tour 
and Capt. White in Luang Prabang had just 
come over. 

“I'm going up and see what sort of news 
Ed brought in from Bragg, ” I told my Team 
Sergeant. “You hold things down until the 
new XO gets in.” 

“Don’t forget to get your ashes hauled,” 
he winked. I laughed. But he was hitting 
closer to home than he knew, 

“If I wanted to do that,” I huffed back 
defensively, ‘ Td stay right here in Pakse. ’’ 
But Pakse, a Mekong rivertown of about 
500, was poor hunting ground. Luang Pra¬ 
bang, the religious capital of Laos, was 
much larger. White had sparked my interest 
in a visit when we last talked on the radio. 

“The Lao Battalion moved out last week. 
We’ve got all the cathouses to ourselves.” 

•Til try and catch the first Air America in 
there,” I said, my blood already racing. 
“You guys just don’t wear it all out. Bush 
living down here’s driving me nuts!” 

He laughed. 

“Grab johnny Li’s plane. He comes in 
every Wednesday.” 

Li, in the opinion of most, was the best 
C-47 pilot in Laos. I had pulled a lot of right 
seat time with him and had a few anxious 
moments doing it. But he never got caught 
in a blind canyon. He knew the central high¬ 
lands like the back of his hand. He was 
always cool, the quintessential bush-pilot 
type. I don’t think he ever even scratched 
the paint on an Air America plane. Still, 
riding with him was sometimes hard on the 
nerves. 

As usual, he was punctual with his land¬ 
ing at Pakse. He dropped the plane down on 
the 6,000-foot macadam strip right on time. 
It sagged with the weight of 20 or so pallets 
of rice. 

“We’ve got a drop on the Jars first,” he 
told me. “I should make Prabang about 
1400 hours. You still wanna ride?” I nod¬ 
ded. He cocked an eyebrow in the direction 
of the sagging C-47. 


“I could use you in the door . . . help kick 
a couple of bundles.” 

“Damn, John,” 1 said, “the last time I 
kicked bundles for you, you almost dumped 
my ass outta the door!” 

“Wear a parachute,” he said, and that’s 
the way we took off, him in the left seat and 
me sitting next to him draped in a ratty old 
Irvin rig that the Lao’s had provided for all 
their troops riding Air America aircraft. 

We were over the Plaines des Janes in an 
hour or so. Named the Plain of Jars because 
of the many odd-shaped calcific mounds 
that grow out of the ground. They closely 
resemble inverted klong jars of the type 
used in Thailand to store water. 1 never got 
around to taking a real good look at one of 
them, but from the air, they sometimes ran 
for miles. 

Plain of Jars is a misnomer, they were 
anything but flat. It was rolling hill country 
three or four thousand feet high and only a 
few klicks from Xieng Khousang, a Pathet 
Lao stronghold. The communists had a nas¬ 
ty habit of shooting at anything that looked 
American. We circled for our first drop. 

Kicking a free drop isn’t all that compli¬ 
cated. It just takes a lot of nerve and sweat 
hanging there on a thin safety strap while 
you half-dangle in an 80-knot slipstream. 

The pallets contained loosely filled bags 
of rice with no cargo chute, and the secret 


HELL’S BELLS! 

Capt. Jim Perry's military career 
spanned 24 years and two services, the 
U.S. Army and the Marine Corps. In the 
Army he served with the Special Forces 
where he taught High-Altitude, Low- 
Opening parachute tactics and served 
three stints under the watchful eye of 
Bull Simons. 

One of those Green Beret assignments 
was operation White Star. “Hell’s 
Belles!” continues Perry’s ongoing 
chronicle of his Laotian adventures. 
Other episodes are “Bull in Indochina 
Shop,” ‘"White Star Warriors,” “Fire 
in the Hole!” and “Another Bridge on 
the River Kwai” (SOF, January, April, 
May and October ’84). 


for getting them safely on the ground was to 
come in low and slow and sort of skid the 
stuff into an intended area. It didn’t always 
work that way. Bags would burst, spreading 
rice all over the plain like a freak snow 
flurry. No problem. Women and children 
were out there immediately, their little 
brooms going, and I suppose they always 
salvaged enough to make it worth the effort. 

Knowing that a supply plane would in¬ 
evitably come, the Bad Guys always staked 
out remote Army outposts, waiting for the 
drone of distant propellers. Kickers in the 
door were prime sniper targets. Survival 
often depended on that weird ESP that air¬ 
men have about danger. With no external 
stimulus, deciding when to stick your head 
out and when to pull it depends on a sixth 
sense. 

We circled the outpost several times, 
waiting for the recognition signal. It came in 
the form of hand smoke, two greens. The 
Crew Chief pushed his lip mike to one side 
and yelled in my ear. 

“We’ve gotta shove this stuff closer to 
the door!” 

“Stand by!” someone else yelled, “this 
is a drop run!” 

1 probably got too close to the threshold. 
The Chief jerked me back. 

“Asshole!” he screamed, “the last guy 
got it in the head!” 

“Head I don’t mind. It’s quick. But with 
my luck, they’ll get both of these.” He 
dropped his hands to his testicles and fing¬ 
ered them to reassure himself they were still 
there. In mimic, I dropped a hand to mine. 
The thought of losing even one chilled me. 

There were two small hills to the north of 
the outpost. Li couldn’t avoid passing over 
either of them. I watched with apprehension 
as he let the bird sink lower to the ground, 
almost enough to shave off their tops. But it 
was better than jinking up the canyon floor, 
flaps and gear down, then slamming the 
cargo against the side of the DZ. 

“Oh Boy!” the Chief yelled, “this is 
gonna be a good one!” The green light 
winked on. 

“Shove ’em!” 

We heaved and the pallets went spinning 
off into the void. AK-47 fire rattled around 
the open door, a few rounds getting inside. 1 
found myself on the floor almost instantly, 
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hands wrapped around my head, sweating. 
Li pulled the ship up sharply and we made 
enough altitude to avoid any more small 
arms fire. He circled the outpost once and 
everyone below waved. It had been a good 
drop. 

The rest of the drops were pretty much the 
same, each pallet spanking the ground at 
just the right angle. Each pallet opened like 
a blossoming flower, sprinkling its bags to 
the ground like falling petals. I felt good, 
and I might've congratulated Johnny on his 
expertise if I hadn't found him beneath an 
engine at Luang Prabang picking weeds out 
of the oil cooler. He apparently wasn’t dis¬ 
turbed. 

“Gotta learn not to skim that hill so 
close,” was all he said. But he fingered a 
rather large twig, turning it over in his hands 
several times. He had that far-off gaze in his 
eyes. 

“You know,” he said, tucking his chin in 
a couple of times. “One day one of these 
things is going to get me. ’ ’ It eventually did. 

I heard he burned in 1964, dropping cargo to 
the Hmoung Secret Army. He didn’t have a 
co-pilot with him. 

Ed White met me at the plane with a 
bottle of Jack Daniels in one hand. I took a 
mighty swig, coughed, and he slapped me 
on the back. 

“Kicking bundles, huh?” 

“Scared the shitoutta me, he did.” I took 
another long drag on the bottle, then wrap¬ 
ped my arms around Ed. It was like coming 
back to civilization. 

“Let’s go find a cathouse,” I said as we 
walked to his Jeep. He laughed. Ed White 
and I had struggled through a hell of a lot of 
field training back at Bragg. It doesn’t take 
too much of that before you find you’re 
almost like brothers. 

“Hey, cool it! We’ll get a bath at the team 
house, snort a couple, and go out after 
dark.” He glanced around, perhaps a little 
furtively. 

“The Bull comes in here and can't find 
me at the desk, my ass is grass.” 

“He’s coming in?” I asked, with the 
same apprehension that I usually felt during 
one of his unannounced visits to Pakse. Ed 
spoke softly, almost into a cupped hand. 

“He likes cathouses too,” he whispered. 

Ed’s team house was spacious, It was a 
Taj Mahal compared to mine in Pakse: radio 
room, weapons room, supply area, two 
huge showers. I was so short of room in 
mine that we had to bathe outside, dipping 
water from the klong jar and still trying to 
cover our nakedness with one hand. The 
Lao were very sensitive about nakedness. I 
never saw anything wrong with that, but it 
isn’t easy to cover everything with one hand 
while you scrub with the other. 

The news from Bragg wasn’t all that ex¬ 
citing. The Special Warfare Center was ex¬ 
panding rapidly. They’d already added 
another Group, the Third. Our Group, the 
77th, had been redesignated simply the 7th. 
Col. Blackburn was still the Center CO. 

Continued on page 128 
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Are you an acti ve, reserve or retired miiitar> f jiiinper?If so, this is 
your onee-in-a‘ltfetime opportunity to join the American Delega¬ 
tion arid SOFs Staff along with fellow paratroopers from around the 
Free World for this exclusive seven-day Israeli Airborne Tour! 

• Jump with Israel's Elite Airborne Corps 

• Earri the Coveted Israeli Jump Wings 

• Tour Israel’s Frontline Areas of Operation 

• Visit the Historic Sites of Jerusalem, Masada, Nazareth,, Beth- 
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lehem and More! 

• Meet with Senior MilitaryOfficials for In-Depth Briefings on the 
Problems Facing the Middle East 
This seven-day tour package includes round-trip airfare from 
York City to Israel; ground transportation while in Israel; 
deluxe hotel accommodations with hreakfast; most lunches and 
all military and historic tours conducted during the Congress. 
Plus .. the highlight 1 .A jump with the is^aehAifborne and the 
award of Israeli Jump Wings . As an added bonus , SOF is offering 
a five-day SCUBA diving tour of the Red Sea and its myriad 
underwater attractions immediately following the Congress! 
Sign-Up Today ! You’ll receive your complete information 
Opacket and itinerary as soon as possi¬ 
ble, and your spot on an Israeli C-130 
will be guaranteed! Due to a limited 
nurnber.of billets, Ihe tour will be filled 
on a first-come, first-served basis. Be¬ 
cause of this, a noft-refundable regisira- 
tion/administration fee of $100 must 
accompany your registration. Fill out 
the registration coupon below, and mail 
it with your cashier’s check or money 
order only, for $100 to: 

Congress of Free World Paratroopers 
c/o Soldier of Fortune 
P.O, Box 693, Boulder/CO 80306 
For a complete rundown on last year’s 
exciting Congress, check out the Octo¬ 
ber 1984 issue of Soldier of Fortune. 


. 
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Paratrooper Congress Tour & Jump (approx.)**.$1,500 (May 5-12) 

SOFs Red Sea SCUBA Extension Tour (approx.)**.$ 500 (May 13-17) 

*Dates are tentative and subject to change. Any such changes will be announced. 

**Based on current rates of currency exchange 


□ Jump Tour Only 

□ Jump and SOF SCUBA Tour 

I’ve enclosed my $100 registration fee payable by: 
□ Cashier’s Check □ Money Order 


Name:_ 

Address:_ 

City,St.,Zip -_ 

Unit of Airborne Service:. 

Date of Last Jump:_ 

Age:-Height: — 


. Weight: . 
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P.O. Box 683, Dept. 185, Boulder, CO 80306 
(303) 449-3750 



GERBER KNIVES 




Built to give and take the worst, the Guardian from Gerber is one survival knife 
that lives up to its name. 

#4102 — Guardian 11 Camouflage Slip-proof, high-tensile cast aluminum 
handle. 6 3 A” blade. Overall length, I14V\ Weight, 8 oz. Blade thickness 
.250”. Metal-lined camouflage Cordura scabbard with pistol belt-attaching 
clips, belt loop and lacing eyelets. $69.50. 

#4103 — Guardian 1 Camouflage W' blade. Overall length, 9”. Blade 
thickness .172”. Weight 4 oz. Camouflage scabbard with belt loop for 
standard belts and boot belt clip included. $59.50. 

#4104 — Guardian Camouflage 3blade. Overall length VA'\ Blade 
thickness .172”. Weight VA oz. Camouflage scabbard with belt loop for 
standard belts and boot belt clip included. $49.50. 

#4106 — Mark I 4 3 /4” blackened blade. Overall length 9”. Blade thickness 
.250”. Weight 5 Vi oz. With leather belt/boot scabbard with quick-release 
thumb snap. $54.50. 


#4105 — Mark II World famous. 6 3 /4” blade. Overall length 12”. Blade 
thickness .250”. Weight 8 oz. Black leather scabbard included. $64.50. 



>M ^ 


#4108 — LifeknifeTrailmaster. The Volkswagen of the Lifeknives. 5!4” 
440 stainless-steel blade with sawback, super-tough molded VALOX ther¬ 
moplastic handle with survival codes, watertight storage space, screw-cap 
with precision luminous liquid compass, camouflage CORDURA nylon 
sheath and sharpening stone. Complete survival and first-aid kit. $29.95 

#4001 — Sabrelite Flashlight. The flashlight used by the U.S. Special 
Forces, U.S. Navy and field-tested by the SOF Staff in Central America. 
Strong, sturdy and submersible down to 2000 ft. Strong Krypton lamp gives a 
bright straight beam even under water, 300% more light and life than a 
standard flashlight lamp. Unique rotary switch won’t turn on accidently. Easy 
to carry, ready for emergency use. Exclusive spring-loaded clip locks on strap 
or belt. Exclusive split ring attaches to snap-hook. Multi-use adjustable wrist 
lanyard. Available in green or black. $29-95 

#4002 — Military Sahrelite. Sabrelite Flashlight with modified black out 
non-magnelic hardware. $31.95 

#4003 — Pelilite. Smaller version of the Sabrelite. Submersible down to 200 
fit., the Krypton lamp gives a strong bright beam and will take a lot of 
punishment. Size 5 W' long x \W' wide. 7 oz. $19.95 



#3100 — Brunton Model 8040 Compass. The 

most popular compass for professional compass 
readings. Mirrored cover for accurate prismatic 
sightings with rotating dial which adjusts for de¬ 
clination graduated everly 2 degrees. Compact 
size allows the instrument to be carried in shirt or 
pants pocket. Lanyard and compass instruction 
booklet included. $31.95 


Check here for free catalog. 


SHIP TO: 


Quantity Item # Color Size Description Price Ea. Total 























Method of Payment (check one) Total Price of Items 

□ Check or Money Order □ MasterCard □ VISA Colo. Resident tax 3% 

Credit Card # 

Expiration date Shipping & Handling 

Signature TOTAL 



Shipping & Handling SI .75 for the first item and 75<2 ea. additional item. We ship UPS unless you have a 
P O, Box or outside UPS territory. For Air Mail or UPS Blue Label add $4.00 to regular postage. Foreign 
orders add 30% of order total. 
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Been wondering what 
to give your buddy for 
Christmas? 


What better than a year’s wpfth of 
action and adventure. 

You *ve been (here with us for all the 
action and adventure SOF brings each 
month, and now is your chance to bring 
your pal along. By giving an SDK gift 
■subscription h uiur buddy wilt he there 
too ■>» with the professionals ... on the 
front line. 

For years the SOF professionals have 
pitNert together to bring you the real 
truth — not secondhand but firsthand 
— by going and rifling p And the coining 
year, ntir tenth, will he bo exception. 

By giving a gift subscription to SOF, 
yon and your friend wifi he where the 
action with our li A Tcam 3t of 
pmfessionaJs: 


Robert K, Brown 
Dale Dye 
Pete kokulis 
John Donovan 


Give n gift that eaiPt be matched. Sign 
\ our buddy up today! 





soiJHni or roiiTurcr jhaoa/ini: 


Thr JloujTi-iiL Of ProFe-ssiionfli Ad^ltlir^ 


Take advantage of this special offer — 
the first subscription at J-24.95* (a 
savings of 30% off the one year 
single-copy price), each additional Mitt is 
$22,95, (save 36% off the one year 
single-copy pricek 


What** more, well send a gift card to 
your recipient announcing that a year of 
action and adventure from Sofdier of 
F&rtune is on iCs way* 


All you need to do is TUI out the coupon 
and your gift subscription and card will 
he on the way. 

Mail lo; 

SOF 

Dept. Christinas Gift 
P«0. Bos 693 
Boulder, CO 80306 


(Please allow 6-£ weeks for the 
subscription to begin.) 


SOPS GUARANTEE 
OF SATISFACTION 

If any issue of SOF fails to live up to 
your standards of excellence, nr yon 
wish to cancel for any reason* you may 
do *o — and receive a full refund for all 
unmailed issues* 

(Oner Kypirrs 


12 Issues of SOF 
Yours For $24.95 

(SAVE 30% OFF One-Year Single-Copy Price) 

Yes! Sign me up for one year of action and adventure for only $24.95. I save 
30% off the one-year single-copy price. 

Name- 

Address —-- 

City_State-Zip- 

XCSD5 

□ Payment enclosed (U.S. Funds Only) 

□ VISA □ MasterCard 

Card #-Exp. Date_ 

Signature- 

A Gift of SOF" 

1 Year for $22.95 

(SAVE 36% OFF One-Year Single-Copy Price) 
Given By: 

Name____ 

Address_ 

City_State_Zip_ 

□ Payment enclosed (U.S. Funds Only) 

□ VISA □ MasterCard 

Card #-Exp. Date- 

Send To: 

Name_____ 

Address_______—- 

City_State-Zip_ 

XCSG5 

A Gift of SOF 
1 Year for $22.95 

(SAVE 36% OFF One-Year Single-Copy Price) 
Given By: 

Name_„__ 

Address_____ 

City-—. State_Zip - 

□ Payment enclosed (U.S. Funds Only) 

□ VISA □ MasterCard 

Card #-Exp. Date_ 

Send To: 

Name-------- 

Address_____ 

City-State_Zip_ 

XCSG5 
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THE BEST in RUGER 10-22 



# 7127 Pistol Grip Stock 

New from Choate Machine 
& Tool. $44.95 

# 7101 Folding Stock 

Our proven design with cheek 

piece & rubber buttpad. $67.95 

# 7110 Ventilated Handguard 

Heat resistant plastic. $ 9.95 

# 7121 Metal Handguard $ 9.95 

#7118 Ram-Line 30rd. Mag. 

8lack anti-jam design. $ 9.95 

#7119 Ram-Line 30rd. Mag. 

See thru anti-jam design. $ 10.95 

#11202 Bipod Clips on Barrel 
Strong fiberglass/plastic 
design. $ 9.95 


# 7100 Flash Suppressor 

No modification required. $14.95 

# 7120 Magazine Kwik Release 

Extended release replaces 

original. $ 4.95 

# 7104 lOrd. Factory Magazine 

Original Huger Magazine. $ 6.75 

# 7109 50rd. Mitchell Drum 

Teardrop drum w/belt clip. $29.95 

#11201 BMF Activator 

Fire up to 1200rds. per minute 

just by turning the crank. $ 19.95 

# 7107 Dual Magazine Holder 

Joins two factor magazines. $ 4.95 


#B5071 Beeman SS-1 Rubber Armored 2.5 x 16 Scope 

This very compact (5Vi" x %" tube) rubber armored, shock proof and waterproof scope is 
perfect for the 10/22. $119.95 


B5045R Beeman 3X to 7X, 20 mm., Tube Scope 

Brightest, sharpest and best economy variable Scope for .22 Rimfire. Includes precision 

cast mounts. $ 65.95 


[Home £ 4 <£>. 

SPECIALIZING IN PARTS AND ACCESSORIES 
MINI-14, SHOTGUN, AR-15/M-16, .45 and 10/22 




P.O. BOX 1995, Dept. SF15 Send $1.00 for Complete Catalog 2101 N. COLLEGE 

EL DORADO, AR 71731 CALL 1-800-64 3-15 64 (501) 863-5659 

C.O.D. ORDERS ACCEPTED FOR U.P.S. SHIPMENT 




MIL ARM CO. LTD. 

IN 10969 101 ST STREET 

CANADA CONTACT: EDMONTON, ALBERTA T5H259 



NIGHT VISION SIGHT 


AN/PVS-3 Hyper-Mini 


FEATURES 


SHIPPED COMPLETE WITH 

• Night Vision Sight 

• Daylight Filter 

• Combat Eye Guard 

• AR15/M16&M14/M1A 
Adapt. Bracket 

• Manual 

• Battery 

• Carrying Case 


$1,495.00 (Plus $15.00 UPS) 


EXCALIBUR ENTERPRISES 


Range 300 to 400 Meters 
Automatic brightness control 
Focus - 4Ft. to infinity 
Weight - 3 Lbs. complete 
(smallest of the military scopes) 
18mm Image Intensifier 
Excellent Condition 


P.O. box 266, Emmaus, Pa. 18049 
(215)967-3443 


Night Vision Equipment Specialists 
Send $3.00 for our illustrated catalog 


ANDREA DORIA 

Continued on page 101 

surface of the hull. Swimming down to get a 
grip on Steve’s arm, 1 dragged him out and 
onto the upper surface of the Andrea Doria’s 
hull. By now we were in a real time crunch. 
Grabbing my bag on the fly I kicked toward 
the anchor line that led to the surface follow¬ 
ing Steve’s no-nonsense lead. 

Kicking slowly for the surface, we forced 
ourselves to maintain the prescribed ascent 
rate of 60 feet per minute. In less than three 
minutes I checked my depth gauge and 
halted at 40 feet. Steve hung suspended 
above me fumbling with the white plastic 
slate on which he had noted the decompres¬ 
sion requirement for exceptional exposure. 

We had no way of knowing it just then, 
but our Skipper was having an equally har¬ 
rowing time on the surface. The seas were 
pounding his craft relentlessly. Extra tanks, 
dive gear, and crewmen were crashing 
around on the slippery deck. Under the roil¬ 
ing surface we found ourselves being jerked 
around on the anchor cable like subway 
strap-hangers on a rough stretch of track. 
The deep swells made maintaining proper 
decompression depth impossible. 

Steve was unable to hold the slate still 
enough for me to read all he had written. 
The big numerals 56 — our total required 
decompression time — were all I could 
make out as the slate bounced before my 
eyes. I would just have to follow Steve’s 
lead. 

We were still at the 30-foot stop when he 
suddenly pointed to his air gauge and drew a 
gloved hand across his throat. He was low 
on air. I looked at my own gauge and nod¬ 
ded. Our main tanks were almost empty. 
We quickly switched to the small Pony 
emergency tanks which contained an addi¬ 
tional 20 cubic feet of life-sustaining air. 

I looked around for the spare bottle that 
was supposed to be hanging in the water 
according to our plan. The Skipper must 
have pulled it up when weather conditions 
got really bad on the surface. The rough seas 
made it difficult for us to control our brea¬ 
thing rates in order to conserve air. We still 
had 10 minutes of decompression to go 
when Steve signalled that he was leaving. 
Desperate for company, I offered to buddy- 
breathe with him. He shook his head when I 
held out my regulator and was gone before I 
could argue. He was sacrificing himself to 
try and save me. Within minutes of reaching 
the surface without the necessary decom¬ 
pression he could be lying on the deck crip¬ 
pled with the bends. Despite that,.he chose 
to take the chance rather than rob me of 
precious air. 

He disappeared into the churning waves 
and 1 was alone with my jumbled thoughts.. 
The dive had gotten away from us and we 
had been plagued by variables either uncon¬ 
sidered or beyond our control. It occurred to 
me that I might have finally stretched the 
edge of the envelope once too often. Pre¬ 
vious dangers flashed in my mind as if to 
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» BRIGADE'S BASICS FOR LIFE 







TheWddlly Pully, 
Military Sweater 


MADE IN ENGLAND 


M5 

MEDICS 
BAG 

Better than 
the original 
Medical 
Supply Bag. 

packcloth for lightness and 
water repellancy. All the Gl features, plus 
some. Size: 16''x9"x10'': Choice of Woodland 
Camo, OD Cordura, Black. 

BAG-5, Med. Bag 0NLY S 49 95 ppd. 

COMMANDO 
CAMOUFLAGE WATCHBAND 


100% Pure Wool Twill reinforcing shoulder & elbow 
patches. Extra tough and comfortable, even when wet! 
Great match up with military camo BDUs. 

Size 34 to 46. NOW ONLY 

WP-70, Camo Woolly Pully «>■ jiqk 

ppd. 

Our regular Woolly Pully Sweaters used by 
the Marines, Army, Air Force, and Coast 
Guard are available immediately. 

Choices of WP-110 Olive Green, WP-131 USAF/Coast 
Guard Blue, WP-171 Army Black, WP-120 Navy, WP-170, 

Black, WP-185 Tan. Pripps Slashpri! 

Sizes 34 to 46. rricK siasneoi 

ONLY *39 95 ppd. 

RANGED 
BOONIE 
HATS 

Floppy brim Vietnam 
style hats are comfort¬ 
able and functional Mil- 
spec quality and fabrics. 

Sizes: 7, 7V4, 7% 7%. 

Choices of 

VRH-7, Woodland Camo, 

VRH-2, Olive Drab, 

VRH-8, Desert Camo 


Your 

Choice 


sgss 


ppd. 


BDU PATROL CAP 


Genuine issue poplin fabric 
with wool-lined ear flaps. 
Excellent cold weather 
protection. 

Size: 7, 7V 4 , 7Vz t 7 3 /^ 95 
CCP-5, BDU Cap ppd. 



AMEDIP r “ T 

T-SHIRTS 

Show your colors today! 

Our Grand Republic copyrighted designs are 
distinctive and proud. Full color printing on 
our medium weight 50/50 T-shirts. Choice of 
Long or Short Sleeve Black Shirts. 

Sizes: S, M, L, XL. 

Black Short Sleeve, *8 95 ppd. 

Black Long Sleeve S 1 1 35 ppd. 



TIGER 
STRIPE 

At last, Tiger Stripe 
Jungle style fatigues in 
100% rip stop cotton, 4 
pocket coat, 6 pocket 
pants with drawstrings. 
Special 50/50 cotton 
polyester blend T-shirts 
and our own matching 
mesh ball cap. Sizes S, M, 
L, XL 

MA115, T.S, Jungle Coat s 27 95 ppd. 
MA105, T.S. Jungle Trouser*29 95 ppd. 
BQT71, T.S. T-Shirt $ 6 95 ppd. 

BAS-C9. T.S. Cap S 4 25 ppd. 

CAM-111, Bandana $ 1 5D ppd. 



Protects and conceals nighttime glow - 
unique Velcro® doublelock band and crystal 
cover strap. Ideal for nightwork, hunting, 
and hard work. Measure wrist to nearest W' 
mark for correct size. 

CB21, Camo Watchband S 5 95 ppd. 

Also available in OD, Black, Navy nylon web. 

CB1, Watchband s 5 5 ° ppd. 



VIETNAM STYLE 
PLASTIC WATCH 

Look-alike 0D plastic case Timex watch has 
12/24 hour dial and nylon wrist strap. Depth 
tested to 80 feet with a one year warranty 
Great survival watch! 

Buy some time, for only 5 I 7 95 ppd. 


Postpaid Shipping TOTAL ENCLOSED 

□ Send FREE Catalogue of Basics for Life Products. 


Send Check, Money Order or charge to Visa, Mastercard, Amex., or 
Diners Club. Foreign orders must request postage rates. 


Name 



Brigade Quartermasters, Ltd.- 

266 Roswell Street (SF23), Marietta GA 30060 

Charge Phone Orders to your Bankcard Call [404] 428-1234 


Address 

City _ 

State _ 


.Zip. 


Money Back Guarantee 
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Crdir Ha.: SF-M1 U.S. Ml RilU. World War T«d Edirtan. SF-M16USA U.S. M16-A1 Rifle. U.S. Army Edition 

SF-M1K U.S. .Ml tMb, Katem Edition SF-M16MC U.S. M16-A1, U.S.M.C. Edition 

SF-M14VN U.5. m 14 RiHc, v'jffltnnm fdihan- SF-M1NM U.S. Ml Rifle, National Matches 

SF-M16VN U-iS M Ii-Al RHIh, Vietnam Edition ® SF-M14NM U.S. Ml4 Rifle, National Matches 
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The 1984 
Soldier of Fortune 
Convention Poster 

Personally 
Autographed 
to you by 
Crissa 'Bo' 

ONLY 

$6.50 postpaid 
OR 

For Only 
$9.50 postpaid 
Get both The 1983 
and 1984 
Soldier of Fortune 
Convention Poster 

Order yours 
today from: 

THE 

SURVIVAL 

STORE 

3250 Pollux 
Las Vegas, NV 
89102 



THE SURVIVAL STORE 

LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE CONVENTION 1984 


Printed in Full Color on Heavy 17V2 x 2.4V 2 Stock 


convince me this situation was not so bad. 

I remembered the dive during which I had 
been circled by a seven-foot blue shark for 
45 frightening minutes. It came closer with 
each pass, fixing me with an evil eye and a 
dark, fathomless glare. And then it at¬ 
tacked. 

As the shark stretched its jaws and made 
the final charge I spread my legs wide and it 
passed right under my crotch. Angry at mis¬ 
sing a meal, the big blue turned and made 
another run at me. Before he could reach me 
he was distracted by a shiny object in the 
water above us. He rammed his snout 
against the propellor shaft of our dive boat, 
then backed off and made another lunge at 
lunch. By that time I had reached the ladder 
and put the steel rungs safely between us. 

With a sudden shudder 1 realized it could 
happen again. The sharks that guard the 
Andrea Doha are fair-sized blues. While 
they aren’t known as man-eaters, they are 
certainly aggressive. My only defensive 
weapon as I hung helpless waiting for de¬ 
compression was a dive knife. 

I was still dwelling on the possibility of 
shark attack when a sudden splashing above 
me caused me to recoil in panic. Fortunately 
the blue sharks stayed below and it was only 
a spare air tank descending from the sur¬ 
face. It jerked to an abrupt halt at the end of 
a nylon tether. Steve followed it down with 
another hastily-donned set of tanks on his 
back. Not only did we now have ample air, 
but Steve had spent such a short time on the 
surface that nitrogen bubbles had not had a 
chance to form in his bloodstream. 

Several minutes later we were both on the 
boat, exhausted and exhilarated at the same 
time. The anchor line was severed by an 
anxious crewman and we were underway 
for a safe port. 

It had been a harrowing dive and I shook 
with the same post-trauma emotional reac¬ 
tion I had felt after a fire fight in Vietnam. 
Maybe that’s why I took the risk in the first 
place, I thought. Maybe it was all about 
conquering fear and reveling in the euphoria 
of survival against the odds. 

It’s the quest for those things that makes 
life worth living. ^ 
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SILVER HEAD 
TRI-FOIL SWORD 

148 


SWORD 
CANE 

Intricately detailed Silver Eagle Head. 
Secret catch unsheathes 30” high 
carbon steel tri-foil sword. Made in 
France. Superb quality and craftman- 
ship. Cane length 36”. _ 

BEAU GESTE 


DISTANT SOUND DETECTOR 
MULTIPLIES SOUND 500 TIMES 
The vanSleeK FABF00N a 

ESsi 


Receptivity plus convenient size. 
The VanSleek Farfoon combines 
the parabolic dish Sound Mirror 
of the Double Farfoon with the 
handy size of the smaller Hunters 
Ear. The result is a superior direc¬ 
tional receptor without the 
widespread large dish receptors 
which in many applications are 
cumbersome to use and trans¬ 
port. The VanSleek Farfoon uses 
the same type retrograde sound 
as the Double Farfoon. Take 
VanSleek into tight places. Enjoy 
the mirrored sound gathering not 
possible with direct receiver pro¬ 
ducts. 

The VanSleek FARFOON is the 
most sophisticated yet devel¬ 
oped of the sound devices. 


FOON 


$148 

postpaid 


© 1984 




THE VanSleek 
FARFOON 


Jd 


Hears 


A Whisper 
TWO Football Fields 


cane 


Dagger 

H©adKnocker Dagger cane. Fashioned from 
Legionaire bayonets, dagger measures 11" with a 
silver hand grasping the handle. French made. A 

work of art but all business. 36" length. $124 


SWORD 


$130 


known to be popular with agents of fact and 
tion. Rattan handle, large black umbrella and 
sword in shaft. Length 36”. 

STEEL PORCUPINE 

A simple pull on the silver-plate pommel handle 
releases six steel spikes that snap to rigid atten¬ 
tion. Fashioned after medieval mace. Attractive 
yet formidable. Complex inner mechanism is com¬ 
pletely concealed when spikes are folded down in 
rest position. 36" length. 


ORDER TOLL FREE 1 (800) 821-5157 


BIONIC EAR $68 

Our price $63 and that includes 
shipping. Optional booster $39 
Our Bionic Ear also comes with built- 
in tape jack. Others don’t. 


THE HISSER 

Continuous Discharge CN Teargas 
i.e. military boarding parties 
Handthrown Teargas Missile 
Order the HISSER at $24.50 
or 3 cans at $21.40 each. 


postpaid 


SAP 

GLOVES 


$143 


BRASS 

CARBIDE 

LAMP 

moo/\ 


Carbide + Water = 
Acetylene. A simple 
stroke on the built-in 
flint and you’ve got 
brilliant white light. 
Lamp burns for hours on 
one fill. No batteries to 
grow dim or wear out. 
Natural fuel waits until 
you need it. Lamp 
$24.00. 8-oz. Carbide 
$1.85. 2-lbs. Carbide 
$6.00. 4-lbs. $10.00. Cap 
with mounting bracket 
$4.50. 


$55.50 

Full trigger-finger dexterity 


Cleverly sewn into each glove is 8 ounces o( lead, so evenly dis¬ 
tributed that it is impossible to tell from any line quality pair of 
gloves. They are soft and comfortable, and well worth the price 
even if they did not carry the special “punch" inside their back and 
knuckles. Normally not available except to policy departments, 
and possible not lor long from us. We made a lucky buy and when 
these are told we may not be able to get any more. Quantity is limit¬ 
ed. $55.50 per pair postpaid. Specify small, medium and large. 


SPECIALS 

Spike Trench Knife...— .$18.00 

Imported Survival Knife & Sheath 

(Parkerized 5” blade).. $12.00 

Original & Genuine Marine 
Combat Knife & Sheath 
(Parkerized 7” blade 

made In USA) ..... $22.50 

Import Combat Knife. ... $15.00 

14” Officer’s Kukri $14.00 

TEKNA 

COMPASS $22 

Samarium-Cobalt compass 
Velcro closure wrist strap 


Folding Trench 
Knife ..^$8.95 


iFREE Butterfly Knife 
| ($7.50 value) with all orders over $70 
| TOLL FREE 1-800-821-5157 

I RUSH ME:_ 


MACE® 3 for $25.50 

Smith & Wesson MACE. A potent 
punch of highly purified CN teargas. 
Formerly available to police depart¬ 
ments only. Now offered to the 
public. 9.95 each 


£ the DUTCHMAN 1 

| 9071 METCALF SUITE 158 ' 
■ OVERLAND PARK, KS 66212 

□ MasterCard 

□ Visa O Check enclosed 

.00 


WE PAY SHIPPING! 


TOTAL 


Name. 

Street. 


Gty_ 

State. 























































Steiner’s 7x50 Commander is among the 
brightest and the best binoculars ever made. An 
integrated compass and rangefinder enables 
you to determine your own location, or the loca¬ 
tion of an object or target any time, day or night. 
Objects appear bright even though barely visi¬ 
ble to the naked eye. 

Steiner’s 6 x 30 Combat is one of the world’s 
most versatile binoculars. Designed for field use 
and jungle combat under dense tropical foliage. 
From rolling waves to the shaky and bumpy ride 
of an all-terrain vehicle. The 6 x 30 Combat pro¬ 
vides the steadiest view no matter what 
situation. 


Steiner’s 6x30 and Commander feature: 

• Rugged Rubber Armoring 

• Lens caps and strap 

• Multi coated optics 

• Optional military modifications such as com¬ 
bat reticles 

• 5-Year warranty 

Other Steiner Military-Marine models: 8 x 30- 
compact & powerful. 7x35 Wide Angle, 
7x50—the brightest, 10x50—high power, 
15 x 80—highest powered hand-held binocu¬ 
lars, Rifle Scopes, Electronic (mage Intensifiers, 
Laser binoculars, and Periscopes. 


COMBAT IN KUNAR 

Continued from page 89 

Valley. The crews will generally only en¬ 
gage hard targets or large formations 
which is the reason we were divided into 
fireteam-size elements for the crossing. 

Three Soviet mortars once controlled 
the slopes of Kuligram. Now there are 
only two. Mohammad Arab gleefully 
takes the credit for that reduction. He 
noticed that the government troops set the 
mortars in at the same locations every 
morning. That gave him the where for an 
attack and a dud mortar round gave him 
the how. 

With typical Afghan panache, Arab col¬ 
lected an 82mm round that had glanced 
off a rock and failed to explode. Carefully 
padded, the used round was sent back up 
the hill in the hands of two Afghan guerril¬ 
las. Quickly locating one of the recurring 
mortar positions on the high-ground, the 
mujahideen buried the live round in the 
middle of the pit, fuse up with the detona¬ 
tor covered by a couple of inches of loose 
dirt. Government soldiers returned to the 
pit the next day to find a large formation of 
mujahideen offering an enticing target In 
their haste to emplace and engage they 
dropped the heavy mortar baseplate 
directly on the buried round and wound 
up out of the fight for good. 




Cal! our Instant Info SPECIAL HOTLINE at 1 -800-257-7742 
(NJ, Alaska, outside continental USA, Call 609/854-2424) Or Write 
PIONEER & CO., 216 Haddon Ave., Westmont, NJ08108 


* ★ CAN YOU? ★ * 


Electronically listen thru any wall? 

See in the dark cheaply? 

* Read thru an envelope with a $1.00 chemical? 

•Obtain UNLISTED TELEPHONE NUMBERS? 
*Open virtually any LOCK OR SAFE in seconds? 
m Ditch or tail anyone? 

Beat the lie detector and the PSE? 

Run a driver's license/vehicle check? 


Trace anyone, anywhere? 

Save 30% 500% on the best surveillance gear? 

* Get birth death and real property records? 
Run a 50 state credit check? 

* Alter common objects into surveillance gear? 
Beat private detectives at their own game? 

* Perfectly scramble any conversation? 

Defeat bug and recorder detectors? 


The First Encyclopedia Of CIA Type Tricks 


HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY 

- LEE LAPIN - 

Can 10,000 private investigators, police chiefs, intelligence agents (from both sides of the fence), embassies 
news reporters and the internal security forces of several mid-eastern countries all be wrong? 

. The most dangerous book ever published,‘-NBC newscaster, "one hell of a book, for the first time ANYONE 
can access the secret data banks and devices of the sophisticated power$"~National News Service, "the private 
eye's bibleV Association of Private Investigators, plus rave reviews in everything ranging from consumer pub 
lications to Police Times . 

NOW AVAILABLE TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC!! Now you can actually understand/use or protect yourself from 
becoming a target of any intelligence campaign. Hard-and fast data from skip tracing to state of the art 

surveillance!!! At Better Bookstores Everywhere - OR 


ORDER TODAY BY MAIL OR TOLL FREE 

rnTTlT T j 1 T>| T | I VISA MC ORDERS ONLY 800-345-81 12 in PA 800 662 2444 or mail 

L F J I J r_J XT M A. j.. ^ 1 » Sza.g&T&d 00 pPEtagn to Ajburn Wnlfe Co. Box 623 Holmes Pa 19043 Dupi 50. 
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WORLD'S FINEST MILITARY EQUIPMENT 


137 5 N. WILSON ROAD RADCLIFF, KENTUCKY 40160 



TEMPTU PAINT-ON TATTOOS 
Non-toxic and FDA approved, the finished 
designs last up to a week, vet remove instantly 
with nibbing alcohol or baby oil. They’re easy to 
apply and last through several showers. Just 
position, moisten and paint in the colors you like 
best. Includes everything needed to make realistic 
and colorful tattoos that will amaze your friends 
and almost fool the experts. You get 6 tattoo 
paints, brush, cleaner, setting talc, towelettes 


and 2 each of 6 military designs and 6 fashion 
designs. 18 applications in all. 

SF05-0943 Complete Tattoo Kit.$16.95 

SF05-0944 Refill Kit (18 replacement designs 
and towelettes.$6.95 



SURVIVAL TABS 

Food in tab form for those emergency conditions 
requiring subsistence for days or weeks. Twelve 
tabs per day provide the majority of the calorie 
needs of an active adult. Eliminates wasted time 
hunting for food and exposure to detection. 
Container fits G.I. canteen cover. Fifteen day 
supply(180 tabs). Not recommended for persons 
who must restrict glucose intake. 

SF05-0990.$22.50 


GERMAN 

ARMY FLASHLIGHT 
Olive drab metal case 
with leather loops 
buttons to your 
uniform or attaches to 
your pistol belt. 
Levers on the front 
reveal colored signal 
lenses or black out 
light. 

SF04-1563...-$14.95 




ELITE FORCE WATCHES 
We’ve added a touch of class to our TIMEX* 
Vietnam Style watch. Right in the center of your 
Elite Force watch face you’ll find your choice of 
Airborne-Death From Above or Special Forces 
Crest. Dramatic white designs on standard black 
face. Olive drab plastic watch case and nylon 
band. Check time and remember your allegiance 
to these proud attack forces. Full TIMEX® 1 year 
factory warranty. A U.S. Cavalry exclusive. 


SF05-1355 Airborne Watch...$29.95 

SF05-1354 Special Forces Watch.$29.95 



2-S SURVIVAL KNIFE 

Mike England handcrafts knives devoting most of 
his efforts to the making of a solitary knife, this 
2-S Survival Knife. 

The HANDLE: It’s 5” of thick 440C stainless 
steel, wrapped with black nvlon for a sure grip. 
It’s hollow and waterproof for storing your 
survival necessities. A high tensile aircraft 
aluminum butt cap unscrews to reveal a magnet¬ 
ically safe compass. Use the end for pounding; 
it’s more durable than even stainless steel. 

The BLADE: Ground from solid ‘A” 440C stain¬ 
less steel, it’s 9” long.The first top five teeth have 
a sharpened edge the same as the blade. The 
others are reverse cant saw-teeth that produce an 
effortless ripping cut. The cross guard has two 
holes for lashing it to a pole for use as a spear. All 
metal parts are bead blasted for a non-glare 
finish. Black Latigo leather scabbard has snaps 
that face inside to guard against loss of your 
knife. It comes complete with a diamond grit 
sharpening instrument. 

THE 2-S SURVIVAL KNIFE 

YOU CAN DEPEND ON IT FOR A LIFETIME!! 
SF07-2032....$299.00 




PERSONAL ARMOR SYSTEM GROUND TROOPS KEVLAR® HELMET 
PASGT helmet was developed for U.S. Army ground troops in response to a military 
reguirement for a ballistic protective helmet, designed for greater protection, 
comfort and stability . 

The FGAST helmet is made of Kevlar® and is a close fitting and low 
CG contour designed piece of headgear. It extends further over 
the ears and neck than our previous helmets. It 
effectively covers 11.6% more head area and 
provides extra comfort, because of its new 
suspension system. 

And, this helmet has been tested in combat! 
Our victory in Grenada was a great one. 
Several lives were saved because our ground 
troops were wearing the PASGT Kevlar® helmet. 

Now you can own state-of-the-art ballistic technology . It’s 
all olive drab, brand new, U.S. government contract. 
Genuine military part no, 8005024. 

Order bv size: XS C6 3 A”), S (7”), M (7>/4”), L (7 5/8”). 
SF05-0949......$374.95 



CAMOUFLAGE 
INSULATED RAIN SUIT 
Woodland camouflage on vinyl 
Jacket has drawstring biHHhd 
Subdued snap closure. Two 
large map pockets. Trousers 
are bib-type with suspenders, 
snap fly and snaps at the leg 
for snug fit around boots. 
Attached lining in both 
garments is the same 
as a field jacket liner. 

Sizes: S (33-37”), 

M (38-41”), 

L (46-45”), 

XL (46-49”). 

SF04-1022 Jacket 
......... $26.95 

SF04-1023 Trousers 

.$26.95 

UNLINED 
CAMOUFLAGE 
RAIN SUIT 

Exactly like the rain 
suit sold above, except 
with no lining. Select 
from the same sizes as 
above. SOLD AS A 
FULL SUIT ONLY. 

SF04-0996.$26.95 


-S M ■ 



YOUTH 

TANKER JACKET 
Did you give your son 
or nephew a camo- 
flage uniform last 
Christmas? Complete 
the look and allow 
him to play outdoors 
during cooler weather 
with this jacket made 
of official Woodland 
Camouflage. Black 
knit at cuffs and 
waist. Quilted lining. 
Select from even 
sizes: 4 to 16. 
SF04-1066.... $19.95 


uemSFW 

WORLDS FINEST MILITARY EQUIPMENT 

1375 NORTH WILSON ROAD 
RADCLIFF, KY 40160 
PHONE (502)351-1164 



QTY. 

NUMBER 

DESCRIPTION/SIZE,/CO LOR 

PRICE 
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THEY NEED 


YOUR 

HELP 



Soldiers like these go into combat with a 
pair of worn-out boots, thin socks, no 
cleaning gear for their rifles, no poncho 
or poncho liner against torrential rains 
and worn-out web gear. They’re troop¬ 
ers in the Salvadoran Army and Nicara¬ 
guan freedom fighters. Being brave, 
tough and willing isn’t good enough 
without basic equipment. They need: 

Combat Boots 
Boot Socks 
Uniforms 

Cammie or fatigue or Khakis 
(medium and small ONLY: 

These people are small) 

Rifle/MG Cleaning Gear 
Web Equipment 

(pistol belts, LBE suspenders, 
pouches for 30-r. M16 magazines, 
canteens, canteen covers, etc.) 

Lensatic Compasses 
Ponchos/Poncho Liners 
K-Bar Knives 
Field Dressings 

Send the above equipment to: 

EL SALVADOR/ 
NICARAGUA 

DEFENSE FEND 

do Soldier of Fortune 

UPS: U.S. MAIL: 

5735 Arapahoe P.O.B. 693 

Boulder, CO 80303 Boulder, CO 80306 

We'll see that they get to the fighting units that are defending 
your and our freedom. Do it NOW and pass the word to your 
friends. 


Moving along the valley in twos and 
threes, we reassembled at Barabat, a de¬ 
serted village. The former inhabitants are 
either dead or refugees in Pakistan. I spent 
nine days in Barabat with 30 of Arab’s 
men. We were joined at one point by a 
smaller group of armed men from a diffe¬ 
rent party. 

Three kilometers upstream the town of 
Pashad is held by 500 assorted militia and 
Khalq/Parcham party members. Five kilo¬ 
meters south, 50 government troops and 
100 militia are dug in on the sides of Kuli- 
gram Mountain. The nearest Soviet base 
is 18 kilometers north at Chagha Serai: 
900 Russian troops and about seven heli¬ 
copters are under the command of a col¬ 
onel from Soviet Tadzhikistan named 
Bhaktia. 

“His father was a Moslem,” said one 
mujahid scornfully. 

Passage of time during the slow days at 
Barabat was marked by overflights by 
Soviet choppers clattering from Jalalabad 
about 45 kilometers south to Chagha 
Serai just beyond our position to the 
north. Helicopter resupply is an expensive 
way to support outposts in a country the 
size of Afghanistan. Trucks would be 
cheaper, but the Soviets would have to 
expend the troops to secure every foot of 
mountain road to have any confidence 
that convoys would get through the mu¬ 
jahideen gauntlet Choppers seem to be 
the best bet under the circumstances but 
they must fly heavily-armed and the 
weight of weapons drastically reduces 
their payloads. All that means to the mu¬ 
jahideen is that they can count on seeing a 
lot of Russian aircraft in eastern Afghani¬ 
stan. 

When I visited Kunar the first time in 
1981 my escort made me put on soft- 
soled shoes and we crept across the valley 
at night. From our daytime hiding-places 
along the spines of high ridges, I could 
look down on the helicopters through the 
blur of their rotors as they hugged the 
valley floor. 

These days the mujahideen make the 
crossing in broad daylight and the cruising 
helicopters fly at altitudes well out of rifle 
range. The river crossing is still hazardous. 
Rebel warriors are sometimes in the open 
for up to half an hour. But the “Mujahi¬ 
deen Navy” is attempting to solve that 
problem. 

Back in 1981, river crossings were 
made via crude clumps of inflated goat 
skins lashed together to form a raft. Now 
the mujahideen have managed to come 
up with eight truck-tire innertubes tied 
with nylon line and decked with branches 
for camouflage. It’s a great improvement 
which allows for much more efficient 
movement of men and materiel across the 
Kunar River but the mujahideen still have 
not got it quite right. They apparently did 
not foresee the need for paddles. 

During our crossing, Arab’s men flailed 
at the water with sticks and we crabbed 
slowly sideways while the raft, heavily 
loaded with men and weapons, rushed 




Sff-SKS-* w „ 

t&S —«*«■** 

Leather Cases 

Single, Double and Triple genuine 
leather cases available for all HKS 
Speedloaders. Black, Brown or Tan. 
No. 105 Single $13.95 
No. 103 Double $18.95 
No. 102 Triple $18.95 (No Flap) 


Competition Ammo Box 

Quick access to $14.95 
ammo for fast 
loading. Protective 
plastic box holds 
60 cartridges (wad 
cutter or round 
nose) in precise 
circles of six. 

HKS Speedloaders Fit Nearly 
Every Revolver 

• SMITH & WESSON 

.38, .357, 22-0, 22-K, .41 Mag., 

.44 Spec.,.44 Mag., .45 Auto Rim, 
.45 Colt Long, .9MM 

• COLT .38, .357, .22 

• RUGER .38, .357, 

Security Six, Speed Six 

• DAN WESSON 

.38, .357, .22LR., .44 

• CHARTER ARMS 
.38, .357, .44 Special 

___ / 

See Your Local Gun Dealer 


HKS Products, Inc. 


V 


7841 Foundation Dr., Florence, Ky. 41042 


J 
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SPARE TIME SPORTS 


Traq Binoculars 


The original CAMO T,M ‘Shoe. Extremely lightweight lor hours of comfortable use. Hunting, 
hiking, wading, at work or play, the ultimate outdoor shoe. The low tops 
have Velcro closure lor a positive fit, high tops lace up to provide true 
ankle support. Both have 
the “Lateral Traction” sole 
to insure stable looting over 
the most nigged terrain. 

Green or brown 


Address 


- Phone 


State 


Our three most popular binoculars, 
manufactured by Traq to withstand 
years of use outdoors. Rugged frames 
and quality lenses make Traq the choice 
of professional guides and outfitters. 

A. 10 x 50 Wide Angle for long range 
spotting. $44.95 + $3.50 shipping 

B. 7 x 35 Wide Angle general purpose. 
$39.95 + $3.00 shipping 

C. 8 x 21 rubber coated CAMO, ideal for 
hunters. Small yet powerful. $74.95 + 
$3.00 shipping 


Marathon Camouflaged Jacket. Knee 
length, 100% waterproof jacket in marsh 
(brown) pattern. Insulated, large pockets 
for shells and equipment, drawstring 
hood for foul weather. S - XL 66.95; XXL 
$72.95; XXXL $79.95 (+ $4.00 

shipping) 


Kershaw knives. High strength stainless 
steel and guaranteed for life. The finest 
available anywhere. All Kershaw blades 
are shaving sharp from the factory, and 
bold an edge better than most other 
knives. 

D. Sportsmans Shears lor cleaning birds 
and small game. All-purpose sheen. 
$10.95 + $2.00 shipping 

E. Floating fillet knife, ideal for cleaning 
fish on the boat or pier. $16.95 * $2.00 
■hipping 


F. Jr. Blade, Trader. Tackles all cutting 
jobs. Comes with a skinning blade, fillet 
blade and saw blade, all pack safely in a 
leather sheath. $22.95 + $2.50 shipping 

G. Black Horse. New this year. Hard 
plastic handle is light, yet offers a firmer 
and more bin need grip than conventional 
handles. Comes with belt sheath $27.95 
+ $3.00 shipping 


T ./ 

Sportsman’s Dress Slacks. Stylish slacks 
for dress or sport. Available in khaki, 
olive, or navy with your choice of Marlin, 
Duck or Sailfish embroidered on the 
pocket flap. Even sizes 30 - 42, 
unfinished inseams (limited quantity). 
$33.95 + $3.00 shipping 


R. Sportsman’s Bells. Attractive addition 
to your sports wardrobe. Woven belt with 
leather buckle straps. Your choice of 
designs: Marlin, Sailfish, Tuna, Dolphin, 
Bass, or Yacht, in even sizes 24 - 
46. $11,95 + $2.00 shipping 

S. Three Belt Comho. Navy, khaki and 
brown, with interchangeable buckle. You 
cut to fit. $16.95 + $2.50 shipping 


sof i ss SPARE TIME SPORTS 

11011 South Wilcrest, Suite E Houston, Texas 77099 


Name 


Please bill my □ Visa □ Am. Exp. □ MC MC INT. BK # 
Card#__ 


Expiration Date - Signature 


Quan. 

Item 

(Letter) 

Description 

Size 

Color o 
1st Choice 

r Design 

2nd Choice 

Item 

Price 

+ 

Shipping 

Extended 

Amount 























































VISA, AM. EXP. & MASTERC 
CALL 1-800 231-086: 

Tex Re«. CaU 713-568-9151 

ARH Total Order 


Tex Res. add local sales tax 


TOTAL ORDER AMOUNT 



NO C.O.D.* Please CD fff - 


camo 


avail- 


both 


high and 


low top, 


youth sizes 


Boys and mens sizes 4^ • IDA, 12 and 13. Solid black in high and 
low top, sizes 4 - 13 including half sizes (except 12^). High tops 
$42.95 Low tops $29.95. (+ $3.00 shipping) 


H. Spare Time’s own felt sportsman’s 
hat. Stylish and ruggedly handsome, our 
hats look better the more they’re worn, 
Available in camouflage, tan, gray or 
navy. Sizes 6 1 /? - 7%. Camouflage 
$38.95, solids $33.95 (+ $4.00 shipping) 
(Camouflage order 1 size larger). 

J., Outdoor shirt from Sportif. The most 
comfortable sports shirt you’ll ever put 
on. Poly/cotton blend with 6% spandex 
for stretch under active conditions. 
Available in tan only, S -XL. Limited 
quantity. $24.95 + $2.50 shipping 


Bats [ Cook Fly Duck Deer 

K-l K-2 K-3 K-4 K-5 

Ogie's Guide Shirt 100% cotton khaki 
for light weight and comfort even on the 
warmest days. Available with your 
choice of embroidered design. Sizes S • 
XL $28.95 + $2.50 shipping 


Parker Camouflage Pen. Quality 
writing instrument in a camouflaged 
case. A great gift idea for your 
favorite outdoorsman. 
free with a $100.00 
or $7.95 ea. 
$1.00 shipping 


VISA, AMERICAN EXPRESS & MASTERCARD CALL 1-800-231-0862 
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TOCKS 



rSrc= 


EXTENSION $19.95 
FOLDING STOCK $67.95 



PISTOL GRIP STOCK $45 


FITS ALL T/C PISTOLS, CONVERTING IT INTO A LIGHT, COMPACT RIFLE. YOU MUST HAVE A 16" 
BARREL TO MAKE IT LEGAL WE ALSO OFFER A BARREL EXTENSION TO FIT THE 14" BARRELS TO 
MAKE IT LEGALLY 16". 


TOP FOLDING STOCK 





$69.95 

<REM 870 • WIN 1200 
RANGER 120 • MOSS 
HI-STANDARD 


SHOTGUN PISTOL GRIP 



$15.95 

REM 870 • ITHACA 37 • WIN 1200 
RANGER 120 MOSS 500 
HI-STANDARD $15.95 


MAGAZINE EXTENSIONS 


7 SHOT 18” BRL. 8 SHOT 20” BRL. 
REM 870/1100 
BROWNING A5 
WIN 1200 • S&W 3000 


$22 


9 SHOT 22” BRL. 
REM 870/1100 


10 SHOT 26” BRL 
REM 870/1100 
WIN 1200 
S&W 3000 

SLING BASE CLAMP 


$32 

$ 5 “ 





MINI STAINLESS 
OWNERS NITEX FOLDER 

$79.95 


FOLDING STOCK FOR 
MINI-14 • .30 CARBINE • 10/22 

IVER JOHNSON • U.S. CARBINE 
ALSO AVAILABLE UNIVERSAL 

$67.95 


SPECIFY WHICH FIREARM 



ONE PIECE MINI-STOCK 


MADE WITH UNBREAKABLE 
DUPONT'*' ZITEL 

NOW AVAILABLE FOR 10/22 aa 

10/22 HAND GUARD $57^0 


$44.95 

ALSO U.S. CARBINE Ml 
ALSO FOR UNIVERSAL 

10/22 FLASHIDER $14.95 


SIDE FOLDING STOCK KIT 



$74 


WITH RUBBER RECOIL PAD 
FOR WIN 1200 * RANGER 120 
REM 870 • S&W 3000 
COMES WITH FOR END 
(PLEASE SPECIFY) 


ORANGE HIGH VISIBILITY 
SHELL FOLLOWER 


$3 


3 


REM 870/1100 * WIN 1200 
M37— S&W 3000 

This follower will protect the 
compressed spring in a full magazine 
from jamming. 


VENTILATED HANDGUARD 


BLACK PLASTIC 
MINI-14 $8 

10/22 $9.95 

CARBINE STEEL $8 



BENELU 
& SPAS 

$50 


PLASTIC PISTOL GRIP STOCKS FOR SHOTGUNS 


FORENDS FOR SHOTGUNS $9.95 


WIN 1200 • RANGER 120 • MOSS 500-600 
ITHACA 37 • REM 870 • REM 1100-$20 
BLACK PLASTIC FORENDS-MORE CONTROL-NON SLIP 
REM 1100—$20 


BAYONET LUGS 


MUST USE FLASHIDER 
AS SHOWN 

$22 $25 
BLUE STAINLESS 

USES U.S. M-16 BAYONET 



MIGHT FIBtHO - BLUE* MITE* 


S.W.A.T. COMBAT 

FLASH SUPPRESSORS 
AND FRONT SIGHT UNIT 
RUGER MINI-14 
FLASH SUPPRESSOR 8 
FRONT SIGHT UNIT 
BLUE $30 

NITEX & STAINLESS $33 
10/22 FLASHIDER $14.95 



“WOOLEY-BUGAR” 
FOLDING BIPOD 


BLACK NON-SLIP RUBBER 


UZI $189.90 
AR 15 $159.90 
MINI-14 $159.90 
H&K $189.90 
FN $209.95 

ARMSON O.E.G. 

FASTEST SIGHT DAY OR NIGHT 

YOU USE BOTH YOUR EYES 
AT THE SAME TIME • JUST PUT THE RED 
DOT ON TARGET AND SHOOT. 

NEW .22 GROOVED RECEIVER MODELS $74.95 
AVAILABLE FOR SHOTGUNS • CARBINES • ASSAULT 
RIFLES • HANDGUNS 



FITS MINI-14-AR-15 
H&K 91-33 MIA-FN FAL 


I 


EXTENDED 
NON-SLIP 
BUTT PLATE 

s 15 


ALL STEEL LOCKS 
OPEN & CLOSED 




1-505/821-4946 

$4.00 Shipping Each Stock 
$2.00 Each Other Items 

SEND $2 FOR 40 PAGE CATALOG 


7201 AVENIDA LA COSTA NE • ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109 
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downstream driven by a strong current. 
Finally reaching the far shore, we un¬ 
loaded and dismantled the raft By dusk 
we were on the road north and walked 
past the wreckage of a T-72 tank, two 
APCs and several trucks, remnants of a 
Soviet convoy ambushed in May when 
the garrison at Chagha Serai was 
changed. 

In Mohammad Arab’s home village of 
Khortke the residents say that after the 
ambush Russian troops hurled grenades 
into homes along the road, killing and 
maiming civilians. They also machine- 
gunned livestock. Khortke is tenuously 
held by 50 armed mujahideen. A fortified 
position on a hillside just 300 meters away 
is held by 100 government troops. 

Still, we ate an uninterrupted traditional 
Afghan dinner in a courtyard surrounded 
by sheep, goats, dogs, cows and chickens. 
As we ate, a government DShK-38 across 
the river sporadically returned sniper fire 
from the surrounding hills. My hosts told 
me a distant rumble was a village near 
Jalalabad being bombed. 

South of Khortke on the west bank of 
the river, mujahideen control two more 
villages and nine kilometers of road lead¬ 
ing to Chowki, which is held by no less 
than 300 government troops, 500 militia 
and 200 armed Khalq/Parcham party 
members. We were nearing the target 
planned for a 3 August attack after dark. 
Mohammad Arab’s group of 30 mujahi- 


NEW 6 FT. TAKE - DOWN BLOWGUN 

SURVIVAL WEAPON SILENT POWERFUL 






Bore-Lock Cone Darts 
$10.00 per 100 


Our guns come 
fully assembled. 
Not a kit that 
vou have to Dut 


Beaded Darts 
$3.50 per 100 



Don't be fooled by 
other's low prices. 
This is the finest 
Blowgun on the market 


Broadheads 
$10.00 per 100 
(5 free with gun) 


You get combined: 
2' Blowgun 
3Vz' Blowgun 
4'/2 Blowgun 
6' Blowgun 

All for $24.98 
plus 125 free darts 
plus carrying case 


Sports presents the NEW 4-in-1 
d. Su 


Free with each 
Blowgun 
100 Bead Darts 
& 

25 Cone Darts 


FREE 40-page 
Catalog 
with order 


Yaqua 6' Take-Down Blowgun 
combined. Super Speed! Dart flies out of chamber as never before. Great for 
hunters, backpackers, hikers or any sportsman. Astound friends! Can hit a beer 
can at 2Q0 ft. Can pierce !li wood. NOT A TOY. dart is spring steel. Clever kits 
lets you adjust dart for large game or small. Kills varmits. Caliber Is .40. Safety 
mouthpiece. Material is camouflaged aluminum. Hunters use ‘long’ darts for 
large animals. Police use ‘very short’ darts for dog control (just skin pricks). 
Complete with 125 dart kit. $24.98 plus $2.00 postage & handling. Buy 3 guns, 
500 darts FREE. Order by mail from: 

Exotic Sports, Inc. Lucky St. Box 129F 

Fayette Mo. 65248 

VISA. M. C„ AM. EXP.S G.O.D. 
TOLL FREE 24 HRS.-ORDERS ONLY 


get 


J-800-248-5128or 1-800-227-1617 ext. 601 


NEW SAFETY 
MOUTHPIECE 


60-DAY MONEY 
BACK GUARANTEE 


DEALER 
INQUIRIES WELCOME 



Professionally Produced 
Videotapes with Dramatic Slow- 

Motion Sequences narrated and 
demonstrated by three-time National Point 
Champion, Black Belt Half of Fame member 
Keith Vitali, 7th Degree Young Seon Seo, and 
others. Select from six, hour-plus videotapes, 
for your concentrated training program. To 
order, complete the form or for credit card 
orders only call Toll Free (1) (800) 323-1717, 
except in Illinois, call (1) (800) 942-8881. 


(No COD’S ) 


What if you didn’t 
have your gun? 


#1 Exercises - Follow step-by-step through a series of 
full-body exercises. A second set of exercises are 
explained and demonstrated for individual work¬ 
out. 

#2 Basic Techniques - In-depth explanations cover 
slow-motion and full-speed views of basic and ad¬ 
vanced techniques. 

#3 Self Defense - Expert responses to a variety of 

simulated real life occurences are 
performed and explained - slow mo- 
H tion - full speed. 

#4 Professional Competition - Winning 
strategies and techniques - Includes 
power developing - advanced 
techniques - slow-motion - full 
speed 

#5 Point Competition - Winning 
techniques and strategies explained 
and demonstrated in slow-motion 
and full speed. 

#6 Forms - From Chunji through Chung- 
jang, detailed explanations of 
techniques in slow-motion and full 
speed. 


Circle tape number & indicate quantity ordered 1 _ 


6 - I 


Take advantage now of generous 
discounts on multiple Videotapes 
orders. Please add $5 00 handling 
charge to total cost. (No COD’s.) 


Any one tape 
Any two tapes 
Any three tapes 


Make checks 
payable to World Tae 
Kwon Do Assn 

Name_ 

Address_ 

City_ 


Any four tapes 
Any five tapes 
Any six tapes 
More than six 
Amount of purchase, $_ 


$69 

$129 

$179 


$229 
$269 
$299 
$49 each 


□ Money Order 

□Visa Card#_ 

□ MasterCard # . 
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plus $5 00 handling. Total $_ 
_Exp date_ 


Exp date 


Signature_ 

Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 


.State. 


VHS 
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. BETA I 


JSOFj 


WORLD 
TAE KWON DO 
ASSOCIATION 


PRESENTS 



In The World’s 
Best Training 
Videotapes 



World Tae Kwon Do Association 
4320RoswellRd., Atlanta, GA30342 
(404) 252-B947 
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COUNTERFEIT GUNS EXACT SIZE WORK¬ 
ING METAL MODELS THAT LOOK, FEEL, WEIGH AND 
HANDLE LIKE THE ORIGINALS. CAN BE '‘FIELD-STRIPPED.” 
CANNO T BE MADE TO FIRE REAL BULLETS. DELIVERED 

SAFE! 

FOR 

DISPLAY 
M1921 

THOMPSON “STAGE PROP GUNS’ 

C01S-B1-700. .5175 (5.50) 


GOV’T. .45 
AUTOMATIC 
CO IU-81-300. $55 (3. 




GERMAN 
P-08 

PARABELLUM 
C01G-81-200. .555 (3.00) 


357 

POLICE 
MAGNUM 
C01 P-81-1 Ofl.$55 (3.00) 


MILITARY KNIVES QUALITY REPRODUC¬ 
TIONS OF FAMOUS, HISTORICAL EDGED WEAPONS AND 
MILITARY KNIVES 



U.S. M3 FIGHTING KNIFE. 

C07U-4Q-048 .$30 (3.00) 


FAIRBAIRN-SYKES COMMANDO KNIFE 

C07B-40-Q14 $28 (3.00) 



fifit/r tnvt 


ALL KNIVES HAVE SCABBARDS 
GERMAN HJ YOUTH KNIFE 

C07G-05-09 $20 (3.00) 


FREE COLOR CATALOG SHOWS OVER 50 DIFFERENT TYPES 
OF EDGED WEAPONRY FROM BATTLE AXES TO SAMURAI 
SWORDS TO FULL-SIZE SUITS OF ARMOUR. 


MEDALS & BADGES 



PERFECT REPLICAS 
HIGHEST QUALITY 


THIS “RUPTURED DUCK” IS 
MADE FROM ORIGINAL DIES. 
U.S, WWII DISCHARGE BUTTON 
C14U-81-01B.$4 (1,75) 


GERMAN WWI “BLUE MAX” 

C14G-10-01 (W/RIBBON). . .520 (1.75) 
C14G-20-77 (NECKCHAIN).. .$10 (1.75) 




BRITISH WWII RAF OR 
WWI RFC PILOT WINGS 

C15B-10-11B (RAF) . .$10(1.75) 

C15B-10-11C (RFC) .$10(1.75) 

FREE COLOR CATALOG SHOWS OVER 50 DIFFERENT TYPES 
OF MILITARY INSIGNIA, MEDALS, BADGES, FLAGS, ETC. 


CREDIT CARD ORDERS. NO INQ UIRIES . PHONE TOLL FREE > 
1-600^3ft-2000 (IN MD: 301-933-4801) ORDERS ONLY! * 
na h n ■■ mail mo risk coupon tooay* ■ tm ■ ■ mm a at 

ICOLLECTOR’S ARMQURY, INC. ,_, 

B 800 SLATERS LANE PLEASE 

P.O. BOX 1061, DEPT. SO SEND FREE 

ALEXANDRIA. VIRGINIA 22313 USA -CATALOG 


*■ NOTE AOO DELIVERY CHANGE (IN PARENTHESIS] TO EACH ITEM 

□ MONEY ORDER □ CHECK ENCLOSED $. 

CHARGE TOfrtY: □ VA □ MC PAX □ G0 □ DC 


rr 


(EXPIRATION DATE! 


$10 MINIMUM CHARGE 


PRINT NAME 
ADDRESS 


I STATE/ZIP . . . . . ..I 

Jma MONEY BACK (LESS POSTAGE) IF NOT SATOftEO M HP M «9 mm 

N CANADA. REPLICA MODELS O* CANADA, NO J RO.. RICHMOND. B.C.. CANADA Vt» 7C3 


deen gathered at dusk to confirm the plan 
of attack. They split into three units and 
moved out through rice fields surrounding 
the town. 

Chowki had not been attacked for a 
year and no one expected trouble. A 
celebration in the town following a gov¬ 
ernment ceremony awarded the defen¬ 
ders a night off from security duties. At a 
prearranged time, the recoilless gun crew 
cut loose and the year of tranquility for 
Chowki ended. As supplies burned and 
bunkers crumbled under mujahideen fire, 
Kabul government troops rushed to their 
positions to return fire. 

That was entirely expected by the rebel 
attackers. A second mujahideen unit, 
armed with RFGs and rifles, poured fire 
into the areas between buildings to cut off 
the defenders’ access to their positions. 
The Afghan Army garrison commander 
hesitated to order a counterattack since he 
could not be sure how many rebels were 
involved or in reserve. To add to the 
general confusion, a mujahideen crew 
chimed in to drop mortar rounds on the 
government ammunition dump beyond 
the town. 

Desperate, confused and facing a long, 
dangerous night with no chance of Rus¬ 
sian reinforcement until morning, the 
Afghan Army simply opted to hide behind 
a heavy, inaccurate volume of fire: The 
battle at Chowki lasted for three hours. 
The mujahideen broke contact and we 
pulled back toward the Kunar River. 

By 0300 we were asleep in an open-air 
mosque beside the river. At 0500 — as 
usual — the mujahideen were wakened 
by the voice of Gul Mahomet. Like all 
sergeants the world over he pulled them 
out of the sack and encouraged them to 
be alert and careful that day. In typical 
Afghan fashion he also interspersed 
prayers with his exhortations. 



But above the sound of his voice the 
crackle of small-arms fire could still be 
heard coming from Chowki. Firing con¬ 
tinued until the arrival of two Mi-24 
gunships around 0830. They buzzed in a 
protective pattern over the town, flying 
cover for two Mi-8 troop-carriers which 
landed quickly and discharged Soviet sol¬ 
diers. 

Firing in Chowki intensified and area 
farmers later told mujahideen that they 
had seen a group of men pursued out of 
town and shot down along the river bank. 
The speculation is that arguments over 
failure to properly defend the town broke 
out between Khalq and Parcham party 
members. Shots were fired and finally 
Soviet troops were airlifted in to restore 
order. 

On his way back up the Shonkle Valley 
headed for Pakistan, Mohammad Arab 
stopped to pray in the mosque at Mala- 
goro. The villagers wanted a meeting and 
he reluctantly postponed his departure. 
For two hours I listened while the 30-odd 
leading citizens held their jirga. 

Repeatedly they begged for weapons 
so they could join the jihad. They asked 
for 800 rifles, a request that Mohammad 
Arab was quite unable to meet. He prom¬ 
ised them 10 with a caution that delivery 
might take weeks or months to filter 
through the political parties in Peshawar 
and into Afghanistan. 

This year the CIA chose Time Magazine 
to be the recipient of their annual back¬ 
ground briefing on how arms are reaching 
the Afghans. Time was told of a network 
of educated refugees, trained as freight 
forwarding agents, who allegedly expe¬ 
dite the movement of weapons through 
Pakistan’s ports. Perhaps, but in five years 
of reporting this war I have seen little to 
substantiate the claim. 

The main source of mujahideen 
weapons is certainly foreign nations, but 
the Russians also provide a great deal of 
arms and ammunition to the mujahideen 
who simply take them away from desert¬ 
ing government soldiers or pick them up 
from casualties on the battlefield. Most of 
the Kalashnikov ammunition I saw on this 
trip was Chinese. 

Mohammad Arab could find 1,200 
men of fighting age to take guns tomor¬ 
row. .. if he had the weapons. He already 
has more volunteers than he can use but 
he is hamstrung by lack of materiel. And 
he is only one of many mujahideen com¬ 
manders experiencing the same problem. 

A few days after I left his country, 
Mohammad Arab cabled me. He had re¬ 
ceived word of the result of his attack on 
Chowki. Without suffering a single mujah¬ 
ideen casualty, his unit had managed to 
kill five government soldiers, including a 
senior military representative from Kabul. 
Four militiamen also died in the attack and 
six more were wounded. Communists kil¬ 
led by other communists in the subse¬ 
quent feud were not counted. ^ 
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Some people just can’t let go 

ofVietnam. 



Most of us left it behind with Woodstock, Kent State and Watergate. But for 
some, Vietnam is still an everyday nightmare. 

That’s because nearly 2,500 Americans are still missing in Vietnam. 2,500 
people who disappeared, leaving questions in their place. 

Over the years since we left the conflict, hundreds of firsthand sightings by 
refugees and others report Americans still alive in Vietnam. Laos. And Cambodia. 
Growing older day to day in prison camps, while Hanoi denies knowledge of them. 
Other reports confirm bodies being held for ransom by that same Hanoi government. 

Meantime, their wives and families live frozen in time. Not knowing whether 
to remarry. To move ahead. Or to hang onto hope. 

Now, Washington has finally admitted some of the missing could still be alive. 
But the wheels of government turn slowly. You can help speed them up. Write 

your rSES Americans are still inVietnam. 

Ambassador to the United Nations, 20 Waterside Let's get them out. 
Plaza, N.Y., N.Y. 10010. Let Hanoi know that this time Americans are together on the 
question ofVietnam. And that we want out. Completely. 


The National League of Families, 1608 K St. N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006 
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EXCLUSIVELY FOR. THE ARMED PROFE5SJOMAL 


SWAT VIPER 

SYSTEMS 

When the chips are down and 
second best just won’t do. 
They are called S.W.A.T. or 
Special Response Units. They 
respond to crisis situations and 
their equipment must work! 
They choose the S.W.A.T. VI¬ 
PER Jumpsuit & MEDUSA Tacti¬ 
cal Belt Systems. Designed es¬ 
pecially for S.W.A.T. and 
Tactical Applications. The Jump¬ 
suit may be comfortably worn 
over soft armor. Pockets are 
strategically located for radio, 
gloves, carabiner, gas cannister, 
with gun ports on both sides. 
Neoprene padded elbows, knees 
and shoulders provide protec¬ 
tion. Legs and sleeves are adjustable, with velcro. The MEDUSA TACTICAL BELT & 
ACCESSORIES have been adapted to place key equipment where you need it, 
designed to stay exactly where you put it. 

WRITE or CALL SWAT VIPER SYSTEMS 
2701 South Susan Street 
Santa Ana, CA 92704 

(714) 545-5859 or (303) 322-6304 Colorado only 


GOLDEN TEMPLE 
BATTLE 

Continued from page 74 

organization to have a correspondent in 
Amritsar during the battle. The AP reported 
their correspondent personally checked 
police and crematory records to find more 
than 1,000 Sikhs and 220 government fatal¬ 
ities. A local physician tasked with conduct¬ 
ing the post-mortem examinations agreed 
with a Sikh Deputy Police Superintendent in 
the area who said 17 of the Sikh corpses they 
examined had been shot in the head after 
their hands had been tied behind their backs. 
Those bodies had been unceremoniously 
dumped in the lake surrounding the sacred 
Golden Temple of the Sikhs. 

Sikh families were not allowed to reclaim 
the bodies of the dead. All the defenders 
who died at the Golden Temple fight were 
labeled “unidentified” and tossed on Indi¬ 
an Army trucks for mass cremation. The 
military spine of a proud people had been 
snapped. Only time will tell if the Sikhs can 
emerge from the ashes of the Golden Tem¬ 
ple in the land of the Punjab. ^ 


THE INDIAN ARMY 

India has the most highly-developed 
arms industry in South Asia, producing 
frigates at Mazagon docks in Bombay, 
the Vijayanta tank, and a variety of air- 
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India's high-altitude soldiers, wearing 
white winter clothes, march under 


tropical sunshine as they participate in 
the parade celebrating the 18th Indian 
Republic Day anniversary in New Delhi. 
The soldiers are stationed in the border 
area to stand watch in the dizzy heights 
of Ladakh against communist Chinese 
on top of ice-capped mountains. 

craft, as well as ammunition and ord¬ 
nance that it supplies to other Third 
World countries. In her short 37-year 
independence from the colonial grip of 
the United Kingdom, India has managed 
to assimilate a kaleidoscope of races and 
religions into a military force instructed 
to guard its borders and quell civil dis¬ 
obedience. The military is also an im¬ 
portant political tool of India’s central 
government. 

Shortly after independence in 1947, 
India waged a bloody war with neigh¬ 
boring Pakistan. Tension then de¬ 
veloped between India and China and in 
1962 China penetrated deeply into Indi¬ 
an territory which brought the veteran 


THE FAMOUS 
BUCK KNIFE 



(Model 110) w/Leather Case 

$24.95 ea. 


BUTTERFLY KNIFE 


Finest Quality 
$29.95 ea 

BOOT KNIFE 




All 440C Steel Hand Forged 
and Finished • Excellent Quality 
$28.50 ea. 


DEALERS INQUIRIES WELCOME 

Send Check or Money Order Plus 
$3.00 Handling Charge to: 

PERSONAL SECURITY & ARMAMENT 

(A Division of Roman Sales) 

Baccara Drive • New Fairfield. CT 06812 
or Call TOLL FREE 1-800-243-1053 
[in CT (203) 746-6536] 

For VISA and MasterCard Orders or C.O.D. 


army into action. India was again at war 
with Pakistan in 1965 and 1971. These 
skirmishes and border disputes have 
kept the Indian Army hard, lean and 
battle-ready. Arms shipments from the 
USSR and the United States have kept its 
arsenals stocked. 

India’s 3.1 percent expenditure of her 
GNP on defense represents a substantial 
chunk of the national budget. In 1982, 
India shelled out $5.26 billion on de¬ 
fense, a $2.2 billion increase since 1978. 
Faced with a nuclear-armed China 
across the Himalayas, there is no incen¬ 
tive for India to discontinue its invest¬ 
ment in both nuclear and non-nuclear 
defense. 

Total armed forces equal 1,104,000. 
out of a population of 688,600,000. The 
army comprises the foundation of the 
military with 944,000 active troops and 
200,000 reservists. The Indian Navy 
musters 45,000 sailors and 2,000 men in 
the naval air arm. The air force, with 
113,000 men, the Border Security Force 
of 85,000 men, and other paramilitary 
forces with 175,000 troops, complete 
the count. 

Since independence,India has turned 
progressively to the Soviet Union, forg¬ 
ing a relationship based on a general 
coincidence of perspectives, such as 
their mutual proximity to the PRC. 
Soviet military assistance to India began 
about I960, and accelerated after 1965. 
That aid includes training Indian mili¬ 
tary personnel in the Soviet Union, and 
provision of a wide variety of arms in¬ 
cluding tanks, artillery, aircraft and 
ships. In August 1971, India and Russia 
signed a 20-year “Treaty of Peace, 
Friendship and Cooperation.” Official¬ 
ly, India sits on the international fence, 
claiming to be non-aligned which allows 
her government to request — and reg¬ 
ularly receive — additional aid from the 
United States 

U.S. aid under the Military Assist¬ 
ance Program amounted to $90.3 mil¬ 
lion from 1950-1967. Aid from America 
was mainly grants on favorable credit 
terms. American military equipment 
sold or given to India has included trans¬ 
port aircraft, air defense detection and 
control equipment, and light weapons 
for mountain operations. lndo-U.S. re¬ 
lations were strained in the 1971 Bang¬ 
ladesh crisis, but since then both coun¬ 
tries have maintained open communica¬ 
tion based along lines of mutual interest. 

India’s military is called on to keep 
order inside her borders much more 
often than it is called upon to protect 
those borders. Despite that and given the 
fact that India shares borders with Ban¬ 
gladesh, Burma. Pakistan, the People’s 
Republic of China, Nepal and Bhutan, 
the Indian government feels a need to 
keep its military strong and modem. It 
also feels it is necessary to maintain its 
alliances with the two superpowers. 

— Ben Bran nock 
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This is the way it will 
happen! 


It’s 3:00 A.M. and your position is 
under attack. Be able to see your 
opponent at night. 

U.S, Military Parachute Flares 

These are original unused night 
illumination flares as used by the U.S. 
military. Not a toy or common fire¬ 
works. They are fired from any 
weapon with a standard size flash 
hider (AR-15, AR-180, M-1, M-1 car¬ 
bine, HK-91, HK-93 etc.) by using a 
standard grenade launcher blank. 
Light your killing zone . Each flare will 
illuminate thousands of square feet of 
terrain fey 25-30 seconds as it 
decends/by parachute, from its 600' 
altitude. All flares are shipped in their 
original sealed tube and are in strictly 
Grade I condition. 


ORDER FORM 

Please ship the following items. I certify that I am 
over 18 years of age and that these items will be 
used strictly for emergency illumination. Phoenix 
Systems, Inc. and its officers and employees take 
no responsibility for property damage or injury 
resulting from the misuse or improper use of any 
of these items, nor do they warranty the ser- 
viceability thereof. 


Name 


- 

Address 

City 

State 

Zip 


Signature {Necessary to send Merchandise) 


Ordering Information 

Flares: $15.00 each, 3 or more $13.50, and 12 or 
more $12.00 each. 

Grenade Launcher Blanks: $4.00 each, 3 or more 
$3.50, and 12 or more $3.00 each. (Specify 
Caliber: 30-06, 30 Cal. Carbine, .233, or .308) 

Shipping and Handling Add $3.00 
Please Send Me: 

Flares:_ 

Grenade Launcher Blanks:_ 

Calibe r:___ 

□ I enclose my check or money order for $_ 

or please charge to □ VISA or □ Mastercharge 


Account Number Expiry Date 


Phoenix Systems Inc. 

P.O. Box 3339-C 
Evergreen, Colorado 80439 
Phone: 303 674-2653 
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M2 95 BLITZ 


Plus $2.00 Shipping 


ANY 
WITH 
SIZED 
PROTECTION 
TELESCOPING 
STEEL COILS 


These are the 
original steel 

gun blued for low 
profile visibility, 
small but powerful. 
They open in an 
eyeblink, deliver 
stunningly painful 
blows, rendering 
assailants helpless 
instantly without 
breaking bones. 

No matter the odds, 
with BLITZ or SIPO 
they're with you. 

Totally guaranteed. 


Dealer Inquiries 
Invited 


Specifications: 

BLITZ: 5Vb" closed, 
13 3 /4" open, 

5V2 ounces. 

SIPO: 6" closed, 
16" open, 

10 ounces. 


STUN! 

STAGGER! 


*1 9 95 SIPO Plus$2.00 Shipping 

GET YOURS NOW! 


To Order, just send your name, and address 
with check, cash or money order to: 

INCO, P.O. Box 3111 Dept. B(1) 
Burbank, CA 91504 (213) 842-4094 


30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


CMA 

Continued from page 82 

greedy, blood-thirsty miscreants. The 
term ‘‘mercenary” was bandied about 
with heartless abandon. The charges and 
other vicious innuendoes ripped at the 
guts of the team members who knew and 
respected the two fallen men and their 
motivations. 

“A mercenary to me is a soldier who 
fights strictly for money, not out of any 
sense of duty, and who doesn’t care 
where the money comes from or what the 
cause is,” said Posey. ‘‘It bums me up 
because we are not mercenaries. We are 
not for hire. We’re together to fight com¬ 
munism before it comes to the United 
States. We’ve drawn our line and that line 
happens to be in Central America. We’re 
offering our knowledge and expertise and 
what little material support we can to to 
those who need it who are themselves 
fighting for the survival of something we 
believe very strongly in: freedom.” 

Courtney, who used to accompany 
Parker on police patrol two or three nights 
a week as an auxiliary deputy, delivered a 
tribute to his fallen friend. “He cared 
greatly about what people thought about 
him. He wanted to make a good impress¬ 
ion. He always wanted to do the best job 
possible and he desperately wanted peo¬ 
ple to think he was the right kind of per¬ 
son. And, by God, he was the right kind of 
person.” 

As for the many detractors who have 
tried to impugn the character and dignity 
of men like Tom Posey and his CMA free¬ 
dom fighters, the people who know them 
best, their neighbors and fellow citizens, 
can only scratch their heads and wonder. 

“I’ve known Posey about 10 years,” 
said Winford Turner, a New York Times 
employee who lives in Decatur and is re¬ 
gional editor of the Times-Daily, in nearby 
Florence. “If anything, Tom is too honest, 
if that’s possible. He hates communism, 
no doubt about that. And if he says he is 
doing this because of his hatred of com¬ 
munism, I have to believe him. I’ve seen 
him spend his own money for other things 
he believes in, many times. He’s got a very 
good reputation in the community.” 

Posey “has been quite open about” 
CMA and its goal, said Morgan County 
Sheriff Buford Burgess. “We were just 
very saddened that some of our local peo¬ 
ple had been killed.” As for anyone in 
CMA being a mercenary, Sheriff Burgess 
said, “1 don’t see how anyone could be in 
it for personal gain when you’re putting 
your life on the line. Judging from what 1 
know, they certainly haven’t raised 
enough money for anyone to get rich on. 
Posey hasn’t violated any laws, local or 
federal, as far as 1 know, and he certainly 
hasn’t bothered anybody around here.” 

The effect of the resultant publicity 
hasn’t been all bad for CMA. A weary 
Tom Posey is quick to admit that. His 
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their Wearer’s High Quali¬ 
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width, too!).$115.- 

ALL ORDERS SHIPPED WITHIN 24 HOURS! Money Back 
Guarantee, if merchandise is returned within 30 days in original 
condition. Paymml: Money Order or Certified Check. American 
Express - Visa * Mastor CanJ accepted. Please, include shipping 
costs: Orders up to $20+$6 - up to $50+$9 - over $70+815.50. 
Complete Catalogue for $5. PHONE ORDERS in ENGLISH 24 
Hours a Day from Monday-Sunday by calling 0114^8856-2219. 






DEIBEL GERMAN 
MILITARY EQUIPMENT 

BahnhofstraBe 19a 
8122 Penzberg / West Germany 


122 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


JANUARY 85 






















phone rings constantly now, and he and 
his wife are the only staff available to 
answer the many calls and letters. In¬ 
quiries have poured in from every state in 
the union except Hawaii. 

“The U.S. and America deserve a vic¬ 
tory over communism,” declares Posey. 
“And we’re all Americans, don’t forget 
that; whether we live in Canada or Nicar¬ 
agua or Brazil. I’m not talking about Gre¬ 
nada, which was a small operation. I’m 
talking about a major victory in which the 
communists can be the ones for a change 
who have to go home and lick their 
wounds. Since World War II, over 40 
countries have fallen to communism, and 
how many have they lost besides little 
Grenada? 

“But once they lose a major country ... 
the poor people like those in Nicaragua 
will know that communism can be beat, 
and those in other countries will take heart 
and rise up to fight for freedom and over¬ 
throw the communists,” said Posey. 

“They’re our allies now, but in the 
1930s, most people in the U.S. thought 
Japan was a friendly nation until 7 De¬ 
cember 1941, when they bombed the hell 
out of us. Are we going to have to wait 
until Russia bombs us before this country 
wakes up and realizes that those com¬ 
munists are our sworn enemies? So 1 say 
anything that can be done right now to 
stop the spread of communism, I think 
America ought to do it.” ^ 
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NIGHTSTALKER Accessories 
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Shotgun Pouch - Black Nylon, Gl specs., 
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Tanker {approx. 15x9x9) 
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mags, velcro closure. $9.50 
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Shipping Information: All orders MUST include $3.00 handling fee. Outside continental U.S. add 
estimated shipping cost. Add $2.50 lor C.Q.D. Free catalog with $25.00 & over purchase. Prices and 
availability of merchandise subject to change without notice. Send check or money order to: 

GEMINI INDUSTRIES 
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MIDDLE EAST 
UPDATE 

Continued from page 59 


Embassy annex as well as the Marine’s 
Battalion Landing Team headquarters. De¬ 
spite such blatant effronteries, the Amer¬ 
ican government has written the situation in 
Lebanon off as a hopeless melange of fac¬ 
tional disputes. The party line from 
Washington declares that Lebanon is in the 
throes of a civil war and America will not 
again interfere in the nation’s internal 
affairs. 

It all sounds very good— terrific , in fact, 
from a liberal perspective, but it won’t wash 
and it leaves the innocent people of Lebanon 
in a dangerous lurch. 

You can’t convince the Eid family in 
Mtoulle, a small village of 110 houses in the 
hills about 12 miles east of Jieh, that they 
are facing civil war. For more than 100 
years, the entire population of Mtoulle has 
been Eid family members and Christians. In 
July 1984 when I visited George Eid, a tall, 
skinny attorney, most of his family village 
had been destroyed. Only 20 houses were 
still inhabited. 

The Druze started shelling Mtoulle on 6 
May 1983. After bombarding the village for 
about a week, 300 Druze from the Kamal- 
Jumblatt Brigade, personally Jed by Kamil 
Mahmoud, the unit commander, sur¬ 
rounded the village in preparation for the 
final assault. Eid family members, without 
the support of Israel, the United States, the 
Lebanese Army or anyone else, fought them 
off successfully. The Lebanese Forces (LF) 
militia sent so-called Special Forces person¬ 
nel and LRRP teams from Beirut to the area 
but they initially held in positions five kilo¬ 
meters southwest of Mtoulle. 

The Eids were still going it alone when 
the Druze overran some of their positions, 
almost capturing the church in the center of 
the village. One 70-year-old Eid shot and 
killed two Druze with an ancient carbine. 
The LRRPs rushed to the scene and laun¬ 
ched a counterattack against the Druze flank 
while the LF Special Forces troopers rein¬ 
forced the Eids and fought house-to-house 
inside Mtoulle, killing almost 50 Druze in¬ 
cluding three company commanders and 
Kamil Mahmoud himself. 

Five Eids were killed in the fighting. The 
Druze began retreating but 40-50 remained 
encircled inside the village. Suddenly, the 
Israeli Army appeared, slopped the fighting 
and escorted the Druze from the village. 
Meanwhile, the LF LRRPs had captured an 
Ml 13 APC with Israeli markings and some 
unique folding RPGs from the retreating 
Druze. The Israelis demanded that they take 
the APC even though it was damaged but 
the LRRPs refused to release it. Finally, 
after some bitter argument the armored 
vehicle was stripped and returned to the 
IDF. The Israelis withdrew from Mtoulle 
taking both the Lebanese Forces and the 
Druze with them. The Eids were left to bury 
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their dead, rebuild their shattered village 
and contemplate the “civil war” in which 
they had been attacked by Syrian-supplied 
formations and then rescued by troops 
armed and equipped by Israel. 

And the craziness continues. AtBaiquon, 
a village on the next major hilltop some two 
miles east of Mtoulle, villagers tell horror 
stories about the Christian families who 
were murdered in early 1984 by Amal guer¬ 
rillas using weapons brought into Lebanon 
from Iran. Prior to that in 1977 at Mazraat 
ech Chouf, approximately five miles north¬ 
east of Mtoulle, the Druze guerrillas turned 
their Syrian-supplied guns on the Christian 
third of the village population. It was one of 
a series of foreign-directed Druze attacks on 
the Christians in various parts of Lebanon. 

It was all supposedly retaliation for a car 
bomb attack against the Beirut residence of 
Kamal Jumblalt, father of Walid and then 
leader of the Druze. Kamal was not very 
popular with the Christian community in 
Lebanon as he openly supported the PLO 
(for which he was awarded the Lenin Peace 
Prize) during the fighting in 1975 and 1976. 
He also openly associated with and advised 
Yasser Arafat, leader of the PLO, and 
Abdel Halim Khaddam, Syria’s Minister of 
Foreign Affairs. Innocent citizens of the 
Lebanese countryside find it hard to fit these 
situations involving foreign interests into 
the definition of a “civil war.” 

Clearly, religious affiliations continue to 
define most of the frontline positions in the 
Jieh-southern Shouf area. Syria, Iran, Israel 
and other foreign powers are playing several 
ends against the middle and using factions 
— divided along lines of religion — to fight 
for their interests in Lebanon. The people 
taking the worst beating are Christians such 
as the residents of Mghairiye, located five 
miles east of the Mediterranean sea coast 
and five miles west of Mtoulle. The town 
once had 400 Christians living in peace with 
the 7,000 Sunni Moslems. In late May 
1983, Druze militiamen entered the town 
forcing all the Christians to flee. 

Just a half-mile west, Majdalouna, a 
town of some 700 predominanlly-Christian 
residents, was also attacked by the Druze in 
May 1983. It is still the scene of continual 
fierce fighting with Druze and Christians 
firmly entrenched in positions on the out¬ 
skirts of town. By July 1984, the civilian 
population of Majdalouna had dwindled to 
less than 100 people. All this does not mean 
the Lebanese Forces have not extracted an 
appropriate pound of flesh from Moslem 
tormentors. 

At Joun, a town on the road between 
Sidon and Jezzine (site of a major Syrian 
Army base until June 1982), there remains a 
mix of Christians and Moslems. Christians 
comprise approximately two-thirds of the 
population with Shi’ite Moslems in the 
minority. Despite tight control by Christian 
militiamen under the banner of the 
Lebanese Forces, Shia are still living and 
working in Joun. Hani Azzi openly admit¬ 
ted that some Shia have been persecuted and 
some of their homes destroyed. 


“After what the Druze and Amal did to 
our people (Christians) in other villages, 
some of our fighters were determined to 
seek revenge,” he said. “You must under¬ 
stand, they are just simple peasants and 
farmers who were very angry. We stopped 
them before they did too much damage. We 
do not hate the Shia. We want them to stay 
in their homes. We must learn to live 
together.” If Lebanon is experiencing civil 
war then men like Azzi would like for towns 
such as Joun to be their Appomatox. 

Despite such examples of moderate suc¬ 
cess at living together, the Christians con¬ 
tinue to hold grudges and retaliate when the 
opportunity presents itself. At Borjein, a 
small Moslem-Christian village about four 
miles inland from the center of Jieh, the 
predominantly Moslem population was 
forced to flee after Christian militiamen des¬ 
troyed most of their family homes. The 
militiamen are in clear control at Borjein but 
life remains dicey for Christian families of 
the village. 

A large number of Lebanese Forces mili¬ 
tiamen staff the area command post located 
on the outskirts of the town but Druze, 
Shi’ite and Sunni militia units are nearby 
and a state of siege exists. Things are not 
much better anywhere in this turbulent area 
of Lebanon’s coastal plain. Only a mile east 
of Boijein, Lebanese troops man outposts in 
the hills near the tiny village of Ain el 
Houre. Another mile south at Daraiya, Arab 
Liberation Front (Sunni Moslem) guerrillas 
rule the turf. Between the two villages is a 
shattered wasteland that regularly becomes 
a shooting gallery. 

The current situation in Lebanon tends to 
pivot around troop dispositions in this area. 
Daraiya is tactically significant because it 
guards the main road which starts at the 
coast in the Jieh area and runs east through 
Chhime and then north through Barouk 
(where the Israelis still have an observation 
and radar post), Ain Zhalta, and Ain Dara 
before connecting just east of Sofar (a major 
Syrian Army base) with the Beirut- 
Damascus highway. Just north of that junc¬ 
tion, the headquarters of the Druze/PSP 
militias is located at Hammana which coin¬ 
cidentally is scheduled to be the base for the 
Lebanese Army’s new all-Druze 11th Bri¬ 
gade. The highway from Hammana south 
through Barouk to Chhime is the primary 
supply route to Druze militiamen on the 
outskirts of Majdalouna. Just west of 
Chhime is the junction with the secondary 
road which goes through Mghairiye and 
Majdalouna. Chhime is a large Sunni Mus¬ 
lim town guarded by the ALF and Druze 
militias. 

Despite the fact that the Druze/PSP mili¬ 
tias are openly armed and backed by Syria, 
the Israeli Army maintains friendly rela¬ 
tions with them. Christians in Lebanon attri¬ 
bute that to a sizable Druze population in 
Israel and the special status they enjoy. 
Druze are the only religious group other 
than Jews, allowed to serve in the Israeli 
Defense Forces. Supposedly, there are 
more than 5,000 Druze in the IDF — many 
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Nightsighter light-emitting diode front sight 
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in the Golani Brigade — and large numbers 
with the Israeli Border Police. 

Although the IDF is heavily entrenched 
along the Awwali River north of Sidon, and 
the hills to the east, it has virtually with¬ 
drawn from the city due to ever-increasing 
terrorist attacks by Palestinian and Sunni 
guerrillas. The population pf Sidon is pre¬ 
dominantly Sunni Moslem which has long 
supported the PLO. The IDF has learned — 
as America did in Vietnam — that it takes 
more than a large military force to control 
cities inhabited by hostile groups. The IDF 
is unable to eliminate the PLO presence in 
Sidon because the PLO enjoy the support of 
the people. That could pose a big problem in 
the future if the IDF is withdrawn from 
south Lebanon and their positions are given 
to the Israeli-backed South Lebanon Army. 

In that case, Syria would likely order 
PLO/PLA units from Lebanon’s Bekaa Val¬ 
ley to Majdalouna via the Beirut-Damascus 
highway and the road through Barouk and 
Chhime. If they overran the Christian posi¬ 
tions outside Majdalouna, they would have 
a clear road over the three or four miles to 
the coast just north of Sidon. All of the 
Christian villages in the mountains would 
be lost and all avenues of escape, except for 
the Mediterranean Sea, would be cut. With¬ 
out support from Sidon or Jezzine, the 
Christians would quickly be annihilated as 
other Druze, PLO, Shi’ite and Sunni guer¬ 
rillas moved south from Damour and took 
the high ground east of Saadiyat. Such a 
scenario would clearly mean the end of what 
little order remains in Lebanon and tum the 
country into a bloody battleground. ^ 
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Continued from page 13 


M onument 
for MARIO... 

Sirs: 

After reading the article in 
September SOF about the death of 
that brave young soldier Jose Mario 
Viatoro 1 could delay no longer in 
gathering up these dusty items of 
web gear and equipment I’ve been 
able to save or scrounge over the 
years. 

1 hope the people of those coun¬ 
tries in Central America who are 
actively fighting communism may 
possibly have some use for these 
things. 

And I hope that perhaps they may 
be used to avenge the death of 
Mario. 

Arthur R. Thomas 
Milford, Ohio 

Your welcome contributions are 
on their way to El Salvador along 
with several hundred pounds of 
similar items. The story of Mario's 
death is tragic but you can rest 
assured his friends and fellow free¬ 
dom fighters will not let the com¬ 
munist guerrillas get away with it 
— Eds. 


C OLT 

CHRONICLER... 

Sirs: 

I am writing a history of the GI 
.45 Automatic F^stol in combat, from 
WWI thorugh to the present day, as 
seen through the eyes of those who 
used the weapon. 

With this in mind, I would be glad 
to hear from veterans and ex- 
servicemen who were issued the pis¬ 
tol and who have any interesting 
memories of using it, whether in ac¬ 
tion or on the firing range. 

Photographs will be especially 
welcome and any received will be 
copied and returned at once. Any 
information used in the book will be 
credited and all letters will be 
answered promptly. My address is 
40 Belmont Park, Lewisham, Lon¬ 
don, SE13, England. 

Tony Walker 

Readers, please respond. It 
sounds like a worthy project and 
there must be some vets out there 
who — unlike ourselves — managed 
to hit the broad side of a bam with 
the .45. — Eds. 


A N AUSSIE 

CONNECTION... 

Sirs: 

Having read in “FLAK” March 
’84 issue of SOF about being ban¬ 
ned in Australia, thought you may 
be pleased to hear that your maga¬ 
zine is welcome in this country de¬ 
spite efforts to stop us from reading 
it 

The bookstore where 1 get my 
copy of SOF — when I can — sells 
it at $6 Aus., and seals it in plastic 
with an “R” certificate, which is 
“Porno” mark in this state. 

Having done two turns in the Au¬ 
stralian military forces, I like to keep 
up to date on weapons and world 
trouble spots .. despite our enlight¬ 
ened leaders attempt to curb our last 
few remaining freedoms. 

D.J. McAuliffe 
Australia 

Good on you , mate. Keep reading 
arid perhaps the demand for SOF 
will inspire the censors to wake up. 
— Eds. 





ENFORCERS OUTFITTING, INC. 

P.O. Box No. 1, Villa Park, IL 60181 

Please send NOVA XR 5000 Stun Gun at 69.95 each. 

□ Black leather basket weave holder $19.95 

□ Black Nylon {on or off duty) holder $12.95 


Phone Orders 
312/941-0615 Ext. 714 


□ Black Plein leather hofder $18.95 

□ N. Cad Battery with charger $15.95 


NOW AVAILABLE 

Currently being used by 
hundreds of law 
enforcement agencies 


NOVA XR 5000 

STUN GUN 

SAFE • LEGAL • EFFECTIVE 

subdue violent suspects 95 

instantly without injury ■%%£ 
to officer or offender 


Now you can put down and 
immobilize your subject before 
applying handcuffs. The Stun 
Gun works through heavy 
clothing including leather 
jackets. It's small 6’/*x2 V *x 1", 
light weight 5 ounces and 
powerful enough to stun and 
immobilize without risk of 
being lethal or causing any 
permanent injury - it does not 
affect pacemakers. It is not a cattle prod or electrified flashlight, does not 
control by pain but immediately overrides the nervous system, removes 
voluntary muscle control from the attackers and quickly puts them on the 
ground . weak and dazed up to 15 minutes. Works on all subjects 
including those intoxicated, on drugs or alcohol. 


The Stun Gun is engineered under the guidelines set by the United States 
consumer Product Safety Commission. {Note to Law Enforcement) All 
related safety data, including copies of government reports can be sent to 
you upon request on your departmental letterhead. 

Uses only one small rechargeable 9 volt battery. 


Illinois residents add 
6%/SALES TAX 
Shipping/handling 
charge 2.50 

SORRY NO COD's 


Name__ 

Address__ 

C11y.StBte.zip _ _.___ 

Expiration Date 
.Expiration Date 


MC (no.) _ 
VISA (No.) 
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(303) 447-1263 


"1 P.O. Bo* 687 
4 Dept. F185 
Boulder, CO 
80306 


Military Sabrelite — the flashlight used by U.S, 
Special Forces and field tested by the S.O.F. 
staff in Central America. Strong, sturdy and 
submersible. In O.D. or black with black out 
non-magnetic hardware. $31.95 wth out black 
out hardware $29.95. 

$1.75 postage and handling. 


Lifetool — wallet-steed piece of surgical steel 
which has over 40 different uses, described in 
the accompanying booklet. Examples range 
from cutting through aircraft skins to open cans. 
Burning lens included. $24.95 plus $ 1.75 post¬ 
age & handling. 


SURVIVAL BOOKS 


WEAPONS MANUALS 

CampralMMln, illustrated nuouli providing the lolloming data: diiassamtihr and 
TwauraWy roelftttnami awl cleaning, operation, and description and technical data 

Cotl 45 Aulo Pistol: military manuals, 96 pages, drawings and photos 57 95 
Haltock's 45 Auto Handbook: history, operation, takedown, 
fnaintonance, modifications, accunzrng 13.95 

Know Your .45 Auto Pistols: for the collector, history, models, serial numbers, 
proof marks as well as lunction and field stripping data 8.50 

Ml, M1A1, M2, and M3 .30 Cal. Carbine 9.95 


AR-15, M-16, M16A1 
Ml, MIC, M10, Garand 
M-14 Rifle 
F.N. F.A.L7 62 
UZI 9mm Submachine Gun 
Browning Hi Power 
Ingram MAC-10 
WaHlw P-38 
AK-47 Assaull Rifle 
Luger P-08 


1100 Ruger Carbine Cookbook Mini-14 

9.95 and 10/22 Operational Manual 

7.95 & Accessary Guide 

8.95 Mini-14 Exotic Weapons System, 

6.95 Selective Fire, Silencer, 

7.75 & More 

6.00 AR-7 Exotic Weapons System. 

7.95 Selective Fire. Silencer. 4 More 14,00 

8.95 G3 (Seieclive Fire HK91) 8.00 

6.95 HK33 (Selective Fire MK93) 8.00 


6.50 


14.00 


SEMI^ia^ FULLY 
FULL AUTOMATIC CONVERSION BOOKS 

Practical r.wtlrod* to convert your teml-auto weapon to lull auto or uleetlve fire should 
the need arise. 

Full Autb Volume 1 AR-15 
Volume 2 UZI 
Volume 3 MAC-10 
Volume 4 Semi Auto Tompson 
Volume 5 Ml Carbine to M2 
Full Auto Modification Manual, HK91, HK93, 

MAC-10, MAC-11. AR-15. Mini-14, Ml Carbine 
Home Workshop Guns Vot. 1: Constructing the Submachine Gun 
Automatic Firearms Design Book Vol. 2 : Conversion of Colt 45 Pistol 
HK91, HK93, Winchester '64, Winchester 490, plus orig. projects 
AR-7 Excolic Weapons 
Submachine Gun Designers Handbook 
improvised Weapons ol the American Underground 
MAC-10 45 ACP Submachine Gun RecetygrPlans 


SURVIVAL BOOKS * (213) 763-0804 

11 106 Magnolia Blvd., No. Hollywood, CA 91601. Attn. Nancy 
Prices subject to change. Ordors paid with monoy order or credit card 
sent immediately, persona) check orders held 4 weeks Catalog S2.00 



HELL’S 

BELLES 

Continued from page 103 

There was word on the wind that they were 
finally going to give us our Green Berets, 
but to us here in Laos it didn’t matter. The 
Bull had already taken care of that. He skip¬ 
ped over into Bangkok, bought a whole 
bundle of them, designed a patch that in¬ 
cluded the Erwan symbol and a couple of 
lightning bolts, then passed them out. 

“If we’re gonna get killed as Green Be¬ 
rets,” he breathed, “we’re gonna wear 
’em.” I lost mine somewhere, probably up 
on the Plaines des Boleven , but that’s a 
whole different story. I loved that cocky 
little skimmer and that horsey little patch. It 
put a curl in our tails. 

By 1800, Ed and I were deep in it. We 
stopped off at a little Chinese spit-stop and 
had some eggfooyung. I couldn’t get that in 
Pakse. No Chinese restaurants. We lived 
mostly on a diet of beans and spaghetti. If 
we ate out, it was Chateaubriand et pommes 
frites, meat and potatoes. The salads were 
plentiful and always fresh, thanks to Jean 
Cadeaux, a metis planteur who grew beauti¬ 
ful vegetables up on the Plateau, 

In another hour, we were weaving our 
way into the midst of the cathouses. 

“Whore” is not a good definitive term 
for a Lao prostitute. She’s much, much 
more than that. Women are subservient in 
Laos, just as they are in most other parts of 
the Orient. She’s petite and sweet smelling. 
She rubs your sore shoulders, working 
cocoa butter into that swelling ache at the 
back of your neck, and she coos softly into 
your ear. It doesn’t make any difference that 
you can’t understand what she’s saying. It 
just sounds good, reassuring. Not like the 
Butterflies on Tu Do Street in Saigon a few 
years later, calling out raucously from the 
other side of a sweating bar. 

The Hell’s Belles cathouse — named that 
by some former team member who had 
already gone home — had a dimly-lit in¬ 
terior. There was a table or two here and 
there, a couch, a few chairs. In one comer, 
they’d spread lamb skins around and drop¬ 
ped a few soft pillows there. I plopped. A 
pretty little thing, probably no more than 
16, sat beside me, working in that ginger 
and cocoa butter. I might’ve been in heaven 
if it hadn’t been for an excess of Old Jack. I 
was out like a light in 10 minutes. 

Things happen fast in the mysterious 
Orient. In one moment, all of the gods de¬ 
scend from on high and you are at peace. In 
the next moment, the gods fold up their tents 
and the devils take over. That’s what hap¬ 
pened in the Hell’s Belles. 

The first few rounds flew over my head. I 
was awake and sober in seconds. Someone 
with an AK was trying to take the place 
apart. The first burst of fire had eclipsed the 


lights, and that soft-lit interior was now a 
black hole. I wriggled back into the deepest 
comer I could find and clung there. I could 
hear Ed screaming. 

“Pathets!” he yelled. “The whole fuck¬ 
ing room is full of Pathets!” 

In that day and time, we rarely went 
armed. If you carried anything, it was a 
blue-steel, four-inch S&W .38. Americans 
didn’t walk around with a rifle slung from 
their shoulder. Anyway, who’s going to 
drag an M16 into a whorehouse? Our only 
chance at survival now was to get out, 
through any hole possible, and with as much 
alacrity as we could display. 

“The wall!” Ed yelled. “Head for the 
wall!” 

The gunner was either looking for a target 
or changing magazines. I could see him, 
dim and shadowy, at the other end of the 
room. The pretty little girl tugged at my 
sleeve. 

“Pa/,” she said softly, “Go. This way.” 
We crawled. I supposed Ed was trying to do 
the same thing on the other side of the room. 

We slithered through a venting slit, a cut 
in the concrete block that eliminates the 
need for windows. Windows in Laos were 
not common. The monsoons drive down too 
hard and the French devised a way to get the 
same effect by cutting venting slips at the 
base of the building so the cool air that 
circulated was as stimulating as a fan. 

The vent we found was small, but she got 
through first, and I followed, tearing the 
skin off the back of my neck getting 


5? SOI 7 

NEW T-SHIRT 


GRENADA 



Grenada: 

When you care enough to send the very 
best White w/green ink or brown. ... $7 95 

Send $7 95 ea. + $1 75 shipping to; 

SOF Exchange 
P.O. Box 687, SF 1/85 
Boulder, CO 80306 
303-449-3750 

Mastercard & VISA orders welcome#!. 
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through. The brick wall, eight feet or high¬ 
er, loomed before me. 

“Pai/” she said again, this time with 
more urgency, and she pointed at the top of 
the yawning wall. I paied , went like hell, 
grabbing onto anything that jutted out, pull¬ 
ing myself painfully to the top. I wrapped 
my hands around the crest of the wall and 
screamed. Broken glass, buried there to 
provide a barrier, was chopping my palms 
to pieces. 

The gunner inside the Hell’s Belles was 
back at his dirty work. The AK rattled — he 
seemed bent on shooting the place to pieces, 
targets or not. But he could stop that at any 
moment, step outside, and sweep me off the 
wall with a single burst. 

That’s why pain doesn’t get in your way 
when someone is busy trying to make a 
sieve out of your rear end. I went up and 
over and down the other side, dropping to 
the ground with no more sweat left in me. 
Then I ran. 

Someone got into the Hell’s Belles with 
an equalizer and sent the Pathet to Paradise. 
Some said he was just mad, hopped up on 
opium and off his nut. I say he was a Pathet 
out to kill a couple of Green Berets. And if 
he wasn’t a Pathet, where did he get an AK? 
They dragged him out into the street and 
dumped him in the sloppy gutter, and he 
was still lying there the next morning when 
Ed and I went back to see the damage he’d 
done. 

Doc Barker sewed up my hands so that 
several months later, hardly a scar re¬ 
mained. The Bull in Vientiane, getting the 
message by Ed’s radio of what had hap¬ 
pened, was in Luang Prabang on the next 
available plane. I hung my head, sitting in 
the chair before him, while I gave him a 
verbal after-action report. 

“Did you get your piece of tail?” he 
asked softly. I shook my head no. He cluck¬ 
ed his tongue. 

“Shame ... damned shame,” he said, 
the empathy in his voice reaching out. 
“Well, you get on down to Pakse and when 
the chance comes, visit me in Vientiane.” 
He might’ve even winked slightly. 

“We’ve got a few cathouses there, too. ” 

Ed and I said goodbye at Johnny Li’s 
C-47. It was loaded with rice pallets. 

“Gotta drop on the Jars first,” he said. “1 
should make Pakse late this afternoon. You 
wanna shove bundles for me?” 

I held out the two bandaged hands. 

“Sorry, John, out of action.” 

He smiled, curling it at the comer of his 
mouth. I thought it was more of a sneer. 

“No sweat,” he said, “you can sit the 
right seat. I need somebody for the flaps and 
gear.” 

And that’s the way we went, him behind 
the yoke and me in the right seat, the same 
ratty old Irvin parachute wrapped around 
my shoulders. 

I hoped the AK gunners at the Hmoung 
army outpost had given up and gone home 
... or maybe to Hanoi for a little R&R. ^ 


230,000 SALVADORANS 
HAVE FLED THEIR HOMES 
BECAUSE OF COMMUNIST 
TERRORISM - THEY NEED 
YOUR HELP AND OURS. 

While REFUGEE RELIEF INTERNA- 
TIONAL, INC. is non-political, we do aid 
victims of oppression by dispatching 
medical teams and shipments of supplies 
to remote areas of EL SALVADOR and 
HONDURAS. Our future goals include 
the establishment of medical dispensar¬ 
ies in secured areas of KAMPUCHEA 
and along the PAKISTAN-AFGHANI- 
STAN border. 

We believe in President Reagan's challenge for the 
"private sector” to parallel government efforts in 
supplying needed assistance to those facing daily 
suffering, medical treatment deprivation and crushed 
hopes in the midst of armed conflicts. Our implementa¬ 
tion of independent aid will defray costs that the United 
States government would ordinarily incur, thereby 
freeing a portion of its financial allocations for the 
providing of additional military and other support. 

Tax deductible contributions are needed from private 
individuals, corporations and foundations. Our volun¬ 
teers are non-salaried but donations are urgently 
required for their expenses and for the transportation 
of medical equipment to target areas. .(Our Federal 
Identification Number is: 74-2255573.) 

For further information, please contact: 
Thomas D. Reisinger 
President 

REFUGEE RELIEF INTERNATIONAL, INC. 

1105 Balmora Drive 
Lafayette, Colorado 80026 


G.I.M-65 FIELD JACKET 



Current G.l. M-65 all-weather field jacket is 
windproof, water repellent, and worn by the 
military for cold weather climates. This jacket 
Is manufactured under strict quality standards 
by a prime government contractor in the 
United States. Excellent for hunting, work, or 
leisure. Hurry, and order now. Only $39 95 
AVAILABLE IN CURRENT GOV’T. COLORS: 
Gl Olive Drab • Woodland Camouflage 
(current issue) OR: Tiger Stripe Camouflage • 
Swat Black • Police Navy • AF Sage Green • 
Khaki. SIZES: X-Sm, Sm, M, Lge, X-Lge. For 
proper fit, specify chest measurements. BOYS 
SIZES: 4-6, 8-10 12-14, 16-18 Woodland 

Camouflage. Only $ 35 95 
M-65 button-in liner, *16” plus s 3°° shipping 
and handling. 

State size and color, and mail proper amount 
plus *3°° ( s 6°° in Canada, Alaska and Hawaii) 
for shipping and handling to: 

GREENE MILITARY DISTRIBUTORS 
P.O. BOX 20008, Dept. SF 
KNOXVILLE, TN 37940 


UNDERGROUND ECONOMY 


GUERRILLA CAPITALISM 
How to Practice Free Enterprise 
In an Unfree Economy 
by Adam Cash 

Each year in America, billions of dollars go unreported 
on tax returns. This is the Underground Economy, and it 
is growing every day. Now, for the first time, there is a 
book telling you exactly how millions of Americans are 
evading taxes and dodging Big Brother. Contents of this 
amazing new book include: 

★ How to do business “off the books" 

★ The trouble with banks — and how to avoid them 

★ How to invest unreported income — and one thing 
you should never do 

★ How to cash checks without running them through 
your bank account 

★ How the IRS discovers unreported income — and how 
to stay out of their clutches 

★ Skimming money from an above-ground business 

★ Barter — when to use it, and when not to 

★ And much, much moref 

Guerrilla Capitalism tells you all there is to know about 
making tax-free money in the Underground Economy. 
Send for it today! You will be very pleased, we know. 



5Vi x 8Va, 176 pp. 
illustrated, soft cover 


f 

■ . _ _ _ Address _ 

J LOOMPANICS UNLIMITED 

^ox 1197, P. Townsend, WA 98368 City/Stale/Zip-_ 



copies of Guerrilla Capitalism to 


Rush _ 

me today! ($12.95 each, plus $2.00 shipping) 

Name __ 
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RESISTING RANGOON 

Continued from page 95 

up. “Dee maakV'(Ve ry good.) Chomp¬ 
ing on his cigar he broke into a big grin. 

Suddenly the elephant grass that 
cloaked the bank parted to reveal four 
armed men. They stepped onto the sand¬ 
bar at the river’s edge, weapons slung 
over their shoulders. I was grasping de¬ 
sperately for a rifle when I noticed that 
no one else in the boat was startled. 
Greetings crossed the water as we 
headed for shore. 

“We stop here; wait until dark, ’ ’ Maj. 
Htoo told the gathering. “We must pass 
Burmese base near Salween River. We 
go by very quietly after dark. Time to 
eat.” 

Mounds of bananas, rice, wild boar 
and pumpkin arranged on a large banana 
leaf made up our feast for the evening. 
Everyone dug in with their fingers and 
when dinner was over the fun began. 
Sections of green bamboo stalk filled 
with a potent local brew circulated 
through the circle of seated warriors. 
Maj. Htoo leaned toward me with a wry 
grin, “Karenni whiskey. Very good. 
You drink.” 

Down the hatch. It was like swallow¬ 
ing a mouthful of molten lava. My eyes 
watered and the breath rushed from my 
lungs. I recovered but deemed it much 
more likely that I’d die of poisoning 
before the Burmese Army ever had a 
chance to draw a bead on me. 

“Karenni people make the best whis¬ 
key in all Burma. Made from rice,” 
Maj. Htoo chuckled. 

You bet. 

Underway with hangovers the next 
day we traveled until our boat finally 
shot out of the rapids and into the wide 
Salween River. It was near dusk and a 
thin sliver of waxing moon silhouetted 
the Burmese mountains. The engine 
coughed and sputtered into silence. 
Searching for a landmark in the inky 
dark, the helmsman hissed a warning for 
silence. A Burmese Army camp was 
nearby. The muffled metallic clink of 
chambering rounds was the only re¬ 
sponse from the Karenni fighters. We 
glided past into the night until the sound 
of more rapids disturbed the stillness on 
the Salween. 

The half light of approaching dawn 
revealed another stretch of rapids. The 
roar of the water would cover the sound 
of our passage along this dangerous 
stretch where the Burmese Army held 
control. I no longer doubted the expert 
piloting of the Karenni boatmen and we 
were soon into the safety of calmer wa¬ 
ter. At least it seemed safe after the rol¬ 
lercoaster ride over the rapids, but that 
was before the gunfire erupted. 

Muzzle flashes from the hazy outline 
of the far bank marked the locations of 
an ambush party. Rounds slapped the 


This child reflects upon his people’s fight 
for freedom. Someday he too will take this 
SKS into battle. 

water near our craft. Contact. The Bur¬ 
mese Army was familiar with this infil¬ 
tration route and had stationed an OP 
along the riverbank. 

With violent jerks on the starter, our 
helmsman forced the engine to life and 
we roared away from the inaccurate, 
sporadic fire. To provide some conceal¬ 
ment during our escape, we nosed into 
the shadowy darkness along the opposite 
bank. 

“The Burmese have no gods” stated 
Maj. Htoo matter of factly. “Their bul¬ 
lets cannot hit us.” As evidence of 
Karenni invincibility from the godless 
Burmese a quick check for casualties 
revealed no one hurt. My adrenalin rush 
subsided as we searched the passing 
shore for the next guerrilla camp. 

Later that night I lay on a mat in camp. 
Maj. Htoo gave me a briefing on the 
situation in his area. “Burmese very 
mad,” he stated. “Two weeks before 


we ambush two companies, kill 15 Bur¬ 
mese, capture many weapons. Many 
Burmese soldiers in area. Two days be¬ 
fore they take six men from this village. 
Force them to work. Before there was*a 
large village near here. Burmese bum 
village. Destroy over 100 houses.” 

He pondered this carefully before 
continuing. “Burmese never patrol un¬ 
der company strength and local people 
always alert us to their presence.” Maj. 
Htoo’s face beamed with pride as he 
spoke of the people’s loyalty to his 
cause. “Main problem,” he continued 
thoughtfully, “is getting weapons and 
ammo for people who want to fight Bur¬ 
mese.’” 

About 50 additional Karenni guerril¬ 
las materialized out of the morning fog 
to join us the next day. Despite an in¬ 
credible hodgepodge of weapons, they 
looked lethal. I identified Ml6s, M14s,‘ 
Mis, AKs, BARs and H&K G3s as well 
as a few M-79 Bloopers. LAWs and 
ChiCom and American grenades strap¬ 
ped to their bodies. 

Maj. Htoo debriefed the officers and 
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their men. With a battered pencil he 
methodically recorded their statements 
in a small notebook. They had been 
operating in this area for some time and 
experienced several short, sharp con¬ 
tacts with the Burmese, Army. 

We piled back into the boat and con¬ 
tinued our trek to reach Karenni area 
headquarters. A brilliant morning sun 
streamed through the jungle canopy and 
beat down on us with a stupefying effect. 
Progress would be slow. Maj. Htoo sent 
flanking patrols along the bank ahead of 
the boats. He was taking no chances. 
The ambush of the night before was still 
on everyone’s mind. 

After hours on the river, we finally 
turned onto a tributary that took us deep¬ 
er into the jungle. A few more miles and 
another Karenni stronghold materialized 
in the jungle mist. We were home. 

Several days later at the village head¬ 
man’s house I sat cross-legged on the 
floor with several Karenni leaders. A 
low table was covered with local fare: 
Fresh rice, pork, fish, vegetables, cur¬ 
ried meats and potent Karenni whiskey. 
Battle was far from our minds but the 
weapons propped against walls served as 
a reminder of why we were here. 

Mai. Htoo’s clear voice broke the 
thoughtful silence. “The Karenni peo¬ 
ple are not fighting for a new independ¬ 
ence. We have always had our independ¬ 
ence — for hundreds of years. We are 
fighting to preserve our autonomy from 
fhe Burmese aggressor.” 

The strains of religious hymns, a 
haunting melody of accordion and high- 
pitched voices drifted up from the 
church in the village below. Karenni 
women and children sat in a tight group 
on the fringes of light radiating from a 
kerosene lamp. Glancing to the open 
balcony and beyond to the jungle moun¬ 
tains bathed in tropical moonlight I 
wished the Karenni success against the 
great odds they face. It seemed the least I 
could do. 

— Mark Johnson 

* 



M16A2 

Continued from page 69 

zines. 

We had only nine mags with which to 
conduct the entire 6,000-rd. test and the 
swirling dust played hell with them. Yet, 
the bolt-over-base malfunctions ceased 
when defective magazines were isolated 
and withdrawn from the test cycle. 

As a practical matter, our test indicated 
shooters should never load Ml6 maga¬ 
zines to more than capacity and stick with 
Colt-manufactured mags rather than sub¬ 
stitutes such as Adventure Line models. 


Further, to avoid magazine stoppages, 
disassemble all mags; clean them thor¬ 
oughly, and lightly lubricate the follower 
spring after you have stretched it by hand. 
If a magazine continues to cause prob¬ 
lems, trash it or sell it at a gun show to 
someone you don’t know. A new 30- 
round magazine with an improved maga¬ 
zine follower is now in production, accord¬ 
ing to Colt, but something more drastic 
than a change in magazine followers is 
required. The M16A2 needs and deserves 
an entirely new magazine system. 

Incidentally, after these bolt-over-base 
failures the rifle fed, fired, extracted and 
ejected every bent cartridge when it was 


^■VIDEOTAPES ■ VHS AND BETA 

Lenny Magill Productions is proud to announce the release of three dynamic videotapes for home viewing. 
Each program is professionally produced in full color and features slow motion, freeze frames, split screens, 
graphics, music and complete narration. The tapes are classics that will be viewed and enjoyed for years. 

The 

Bianchi Cup 
VI 

The world’s richest, most com¬ 
petitive tournament. Five dif¬ 
ferent events comprise this 
exciting pistol competition. 60 
minutes in length. 


TO ORDER: Send check, money order. VISAor Mastercard number for $59.95 per cassette plus $3.00 postage. Please include 
yuur shipping address and whether you prefer □ VHS or □ BETA. Credit cards must include signature. 

D Check □ M/O □ VISA □ Mastercard .— l —___—.—. . ..—....__._____ 

Exp. Ua>e: MunlhQ^ Year I I 1 I I I I I I I I I .1-1 J .1 I 

Signature ----_--- 
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(619) 5694000 


Steel Challenge 
World Speed Shooting 
Championships 

Speed and accuracy are the 
determining factors as shooters 
blaze down steel targets in their 
efforts for the lowest overall 
time total. 60 minutes in length. 



Encapsulates SOF convention 
held in Las Vegas, Nevada. 
Includes 3-gun combat match, 
automatic weapons demo. G. 
Gordon Liddy speech, 70 min¬ 
utes in length. 


FULL - AUTO 



Here is an un-retouched photo (TRI-X at 1/1000 sec.) 
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best - BLAST BOTTLES TO BITS! (in a safe place please!). 
Spitting 3,000 BB's per minute well over 50 yards says 
one thing • FIREPOWER! it's simple to use too - just pour 
in BB's (3,000 maximum) pop in the compressed air or 
one pound con of Freon (as pictured - available at auto, 
air conditioning, and hardware stores) and wotch opt - 
another Ml?-A is on the prowl. Get in on the 
AUTO-ACTION and order your M19-A today. Oh yes, if 
you're o pistalero get the Ml 9-AMP, It's a smaller pistol 
version that performs exactly like its big brother the 
M19-A. Betler yet, get em both. 

$39.00 each or both lor $75.00 

OFFER VOID WHERE PROHIBITED BY LAW. SEND TO: 
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(305) 339-6699 FL RESIDENTS ADD 5% SALES TAX 
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SIGNED __ 
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NAME _ ___ 

STREET. ___ 

CITY, STATE __ 
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recycled from a reliable magazine. 

More findings from our SOF test: 
Sometime after round 4,000 three of the 
four rear retaining tabs on the aluminum 
heat shields under the handguards broke 
away. It did not affect the rifle’s operation 
or handling characteristics. The rifle was 
almost too hot to hold at the end of every 
cycle in the test. Also, at the end of the test, 
the plastic nub at the end of the buffer was 
splayed and cracked and appeared close 
to failure. 

SOF Senior Editor Bill Guthrie and I 
were both able to consistently place all 
three shots of a burst into a standard mili¬ 
tary silhouette target at 50 meters from the 


standing position without a sling. This is 
the maximum distance point targets 
should be engaged with three-shot bursts. 
Riflemen should be trained and ordered 
to fire their rifles semiautomatic only. Now 
that we once more have a true SAW at the 
section level — the M249—the rifleman’s 
requirement to provide intensive support¬ 
ing fire is diminished and three-shot bursts 
should be restricted to close-range — like 
“they’re coming over the wall” — 
emergency use only. 

Two of the test participants, Jason 
Kokalis and Patrick Martin, are left- 
handed. After more than 1,000 rounds 
apiece, they learned to appreciate the 
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+ 0ver 40,000 items in stock & we pay postage 
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Skull & Eagle.$30.00 

#3. S.S. Officers Black Winter Weight M-43 Take 
Down Style. Silver Piping, Metal Eagle & S.S. 

Buttons . $26,00 

M. S.S. Officers Green Winter Weight M-43 Ski. 
Correct Bevo Insignia & Buttons. (Have few with 
Army insignia)...Your choice S.S. or Army 

. ' .*.: ....$32.00 

#5. Luftwaffe Flying Officers Summer, white top 
Visor Cap, Metal Insignia & Eagle. Silver Chin 

Cord . $58.00 

#6. U Boat Captains Cap, Removable. Washable 
White Top Hand Made Gold Thread Insignia & 
Visor Braid. Leather Chin Strap.. .$88.00 


Our 224 page fully illustrated CATALOG 
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Don’t just take our word, here is what the*experts say 
about Special Weapons Products... 

“Special Weapons Products one-ups everyone else in 
nylon gear bag and holster business' 1 ... S.O.F. June '84 
“Expensive, yet is the best carrying case of its type 
money can buy”... SWAT Dec. ’84. 

Passed the 24 hour test with flying colors, Survival 
Guide April *64. 
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•Extremely fast. ’Utilizes S.W.P.’s famous 24 Hour 
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No.1210 SL, with speed loader pouch...$44.95 
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THE CLASSIC • Weight balanced between shoulders 
and belt. ‘Quick release pull through retainer for max¬ 
imum security. ’Hugs body fdr maximum concealment 
of large caliber weapons. * Designed to allow proper grip 
on firearm. ’Famous 24 Hour harness with no excess 
buckles or fasteners that can cause discomfort or show 
lumps through clothing. ’Available In black or tan. 
No.1215 large frama auto w/double mag pouch$49.95 
No.1218 4” revolver w/dbi. speed loader pouch$4B.95 
N 0.1217 8" revolver w/dbl. speed loader pouch$54.95 
N 0.1218 6” revolver w/dbl. speed loader pouch$54.95 
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case deflector installed for their 20 percent 
of the world’s population. 

The new, all-checkered buttplate met 
with mixed reaction. Two testers felt it 
improved the handling characteristics, 
prevented stock slippage and increased 
stability, especially in the three-shot burst 
sequences. Two felt it cut too sharply into 
shoulders protected only by a T-shirt be¬ 
cause of the broiling desert sun. 

At first, this cutting effect was exagger¬ 
ated by high perceived recoil. Surprised at 
this in the heavier weapon, we continued 
to suffer superficial bruising and abra¬ 
sions, until we removed the Steiner 
Scope. Rugged, compact .and well- 
adapted to battlefield precision shooting, 
the Steiner requires a raised-head shoot¬ 
ing posture which accentuates recoil. 

Lower head position allows more se¬ 
cure stock-weld (or spot-weld), since the 
cheek must be lifted off the stock when 
aiming through any scope mounted on an 
M16’s carrying handle. This may also be 
attributable to the lengthened stock which 
allows a more comfortable stock-weld for 
most shooters. 

Acclaim for the new rear-adjustable 
sight system was universal. Vertical adjust¬ 
ment is what is most often needed for field 
marksmanship and the old ’ Al’s elevation 
by turning the front sight never was 
acceptable. Neither is holdover: Kentucky 
windage went out with the Kentucky rifle. 

In general, reaction to the M16A2 was 
positive — even ecstatic. Everyone felt it 
was a quantum leap forward. (JSMC 
Commandant Gen. Paul X. Kelley has 
stated, “We think that in the M16A2 we 
have come as close to perfection as you 
can come in a rifle.” 1 think he is correct 

A civilian semiauto version of the 
M16A2 is now available. Called the AR- 
15A2 Sporter, it differs from its military 
counterpart in the following ways. The old 
style rear sights have been retained. There 
is no forward bolt assist or case deflector. It 
is being issued with the older dust cover. 
The geometry of the rear portion of the 
lower receiver remains the same as be¬ 
fore. There is, of course, no selective fire 
option. As with the earlier AR-15 semi¬ 
auto rifle, the lower and upper receivers 
are connected at the forward end by two 
screws instead of a push-pin — a conde¬ 
scension to the BATF, as it supposedly 
inhibits attaching a full-auto lower receiver 
to an AR-15 upper receiver assembly. In¬ 
quiries concerning the AR-15A2 Sporter 
should be directed to Robert C. Platkin, 
Manager of Marketing, Colt Industries — 
Firearms Division (Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 
1868, Hartford, CT 06101). ^ 
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BACK TO THE BUSH 

Continued from page 44 

Scottish warrior. The beer and the audi¬ 
ence were working on Mad Jim. I de¬ 
cided to stick around and pass the 
peanuts since I was new and inexperi¬ 
enced at the soldier trade. 

It all began, Mad Jim related, in a 
pleasant little village in northern Scot¬ 
land. By the age of 13 it was quite clear 
to anyone who cared to notice that Bur¬ 
nett’s academic performance was bound 
to be abysmal. He was an embarrass¬ 
ment to his family, having served one 
term in Borstal (juvenile reformatory) 
for a continuing rampage of petty 
crimes. Little Jimmy Burnett — with 
very little resistance from his family — 
split from hearth and home. 

“Was off to see the world, wasn’t I? 
Soon’s I figured where a hairy-assed, 
talented type like myself belonged, I 
brought home the recruiting forms for 
me folks to sign. The old man, bless his 
bleedin’ heart, couldn’t get to a pen fast 
enough, but me mum blubbed for fuck¬ 
ing hours. She’s a treasure really, the old 
cow, loves me like I was pie and gravy; 
reckoned if she bawled for a bit I’d see 
the error of me ways and troop off back 
to lessons with me mittful of chicken 
sandwiches and history books. 

“Well, that’s not for me, is it? So I 
told her if she wouldn’t sign, I was gon¬ 
na start using some of the tricks I picked 
up in Borstal.” 


xSOF 


NEW T-SHIRT 



C.A.T.T.: 

Central America Training Team Navy w/ 
white ink.$7 9a 


Send $7 95 ea. + $1 75 shipping to: 

SOF Exchange 
P.O. Box 687 
Boulder, CO 80306 
303-449-3750 

Mastercard & VISA orders welcomed. 


Mad Jim Burnett would have felt at home 
with these Selous Scouts troopers waiting to 
go on maneuvers in 1977. During Rhodesian 
war RLI fire force, his unit, spent six weeks 
in the field, 10 days out, seven days a week 
for as long as a man could stand it. 

It was a cunning ploy aimed straight at 
the heart of poor Mum’s battered mater¬ 
nal instincts. She was already well 
advised that the only thing really taught 
in Borstal was how to rob banks and 
Pakistani grocery stores. Perhaps the 
prospect of having a bank robber for a 
son seemed unpleasant at the time, but in 
the long run he would at least have 
stayed dry in the rain. He would also 
have had cause to shoot fewer people. 

The British Army took Burnett to its 
cold heart and nurtured him. As a Boy 
Soldier , he was carefully molded by 
perhaps the most effective system ever 
devised for converting young, impres¬ 
sionable lads into useful psychopaths. 
Their grateful ward was putty, not yet 
old enough or drunk enough to experi¬ 
ment with disobedience; he was ripening 
in the fold, where no one, not even 
Mum, could alter his destiny. 

His lethal apprenticeship finally over, 
the promising graduate was posted first 
to Hong Kong, Eastern hub of decadent 
commercialism, and last bastion of what 
remained of “The Empire.” 

“The Empire, mate, was built around 
the holes of sweet native wenches. It’s 
heathen maidens what brought ships 
halfway around the world to colonize the 
wilderness, not curried meat and smelly 
beaver palts.” Travel, clearly, was 
broadening his horizons, investing him 
with insights he would certainly not have 
gained in the conservative confines of 
the classroom. 

After Hong Kong came ski training in 
Norway, bierfests in Germany, and two 
fiery tours in Northern Ireland. But Mad 


Jim was growing bored with it all. “No 
women and children, know what I 
mean?” 

Rhodesia beckoned and Burnett 
wound up in Africa plying his trade as an 
infantryman. In the two years Burnett 
and I served together in the Rhodesian 
Light Infantry, there was little alterna¬ 
tive but to get to know the man. He was 
fascinating. The longer you lived in his 
shadow, observing his point-blank 
approach to life, the more Burnett began 
to appear sort of, well.. .human. His 
animal instincts — and the actions they 
usually prompted — were a serious so¬ 
cial defect. He let his opinions of any¬ 
thing and everything be known at once, 
in uncompromising terms for the rest of 
the world to accept or condemn as it 
pleased Despite all that, Burnett 
evinced a strong affinity for other hu¬ 
mans. Black, white, orientaf, occident¬ 
al, it didn’t matter. He was homy. 

“When I was growin’ up,” he whis¬ 
pered warmly, “Me mum used to keep 
the liver hid in the neighbour’s icebox, 
or I’d of fucked it.” 

He pawed at his crotch. 

“Did I tell you the time I was in a stick 
with Color Bradbume? Was just after I’d 
got to the Commando and it were so 
damn busy they put the old man back in 
the sticks to help out. Course, we’ve got 
to go para because he gets fucking verti¬ 
go in the choppers, don’t he. I don’t 
mind though. Airborne Ranger, love to 
jump.” 

1 was well aware of Burnett's passion 
for operational parachute jumps. I’d en¬ 
dured my share of hours with him in the 
Dak. Once the bird was in the air you 
could have buggered him with a garden 
hose and he wouldn’t have flinched or 
been even remotely aware his shorts 
were tom. It was either paralysis or ec¬ 
stasy. Burnett was too contrary to let you 
know which. 
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Selous Scout rests before 1977 battle. 
Although Mugabe leads Zimbabwe’s masses 
down the road of more war, massive 
government corruption and a failing 
economy, Coleman believes the fight for 
Rhodesia was worth it. 

“Anyway, we’ve just cleared this 
kraal, you see, and Color’s got his little 
mob of locals all bunched together out¬ 
side one of the huts. Women and chil¬ 
dren mostly, ’cause the men are all hid¬ 
ing with their rifles, aren’t they? I've had 
a really good day now, slotted my first 
gook, put up a good show, and 1 reckon 
f ve earned a bit of reward. So 1 wanders 
over to Color — real easy like — and 1 
ask him, ‘Say, Color, what’s the story 
with loot around here? Can a fellow just 
help himself or whatever?’ 

‘“Why sure,” says he. ‘Got no objec¬ 
tions to a bit of harmless pilfering. Just 
what’ve you got in mind, lad?’ Real 
fatherly like. Color is, you know. 

“Well, T casts me eyes on this young 
black female he’s got sitting there in 
front of the hut and I- gives him a know¬ 
ing wink. ‘Sort of fancy that one there, 
don’t I?’ 

“Oh, you should have seen him, 
mate. Guess that’s not what he figured to 
hear from one of his little soldiers. ‘We 
don’t do that sort of thing here!’ he 
shouts at me. ‘I’ll have your balls in 
butter, you cunt, if I ever catch you 
mounting the smelly locals. You got no 
chance with me, trooper, no chance!' 
Called me a heathen bastard and a baby- 
diddler and a few more besides, but there 
weren’t no call, really. I was only 
asking. That’s j ust how honest and polite 
1 am. Next time I won’t ask.” 

If Burnett had chosen any other line of 
work, he would have been dragged away 
long ago, hissing and spitting, to a con¬ 
tainment area for the socially deranged. 

In the army, he was a treasure. In com¬ 
bat, his performance was priceless. 

Virtually all men are intrigued, at 
some time, by the legendary glamor of 
battle. Most of them get over that crap 
quickly once exposed to the foul reality 


of dismembered bodies and personal ter¬ 
ror. Some few — very few — relish it 
and seek it at every opportunity. That 
explains Burnett’s presence in Rhodesia 
even after all he’d been through as a 
British soldier. 

Air Rhodesia winged north out of 
Salisbury at least once every day. Any 
imposters, there only to wave at TV 
cameras or collect war stories for girl¬ 
friends, soon found pressing reasons to 
leave for cooler climates. Most who cal¬ 
led themselves “mercenaries” did just 
that. Burnett stayed and strutted. 

He thrived in the heat, pressure and 
violence of the Rhodesian war. RLI Fire 
Force duty was six weeks in, 10 days 
out, seven days a week for as long as a 
man could stand it. Two or three times a 
day the choppers and Dakotas lifted their 
loads from the forward airfields into 
God-only-knew what fresh insanity. 
Each mission was different; each de¬ 
manded an entirely fresh set of rules. 
The strain was incredible and RLI 
troopies—particularly Burnett—found 
relief where and when they could. When 
the African night closed in and the chop¬ 
per jockies flatly refused to fly except in 
emergencies, the bar was open. So long 
as a man was spared the nuisance of the 
guard roster, last drinks were at his own 
discretion ... he had simply to be primed 
for duty the next day. RLI duty grew hair 
on a man’s ass like grass on a golf green. 
Mad Jim’s looked like the 18th at La 
Costa. 

Near the end of the war, when Corn- 
Ops (Combined Operations) felt a need 
to enhance rookie training by rotating a 
few authentic bush-beasts into the in¬ 
structor staff, Burnett drew first duty. 
He seemed ideally suited to the task. A 
handful of choice degenerates dispens¬ 
ing justice and wisdom to the pimpled 
masses. Something in his murky soul 
responded to the corruption of the inno¬ 
cent. There were incidents, of course: 
the deliberate stabbing of a recruit with a 
bayonet (charges dismissed), drunken 
yodelling after lights-out (dismissed for 
lack of evidence since Burnett had led an 
entire crew in full voice). And then the 
war ended. 

In the sudden cessation of hostilities, 
all of us faced the uncomfortable likeli¬ 
hood of mass execution or at least 
wholesale unemployment at the hands of 
the new government. It seemed like a 
sensible time to sleep with boots on and 
not shout too loudly about “slotting 
gooks by the boatload.” But that was 
never Burnett’s style. I slipped away to 
South Africa and lost contact with Mad 
Jim. 

And then I happened into a bar full of 
South African Defense Force troopers. 
He was upstairs, some friends told me, 
with a girl and a mate. I looked into the 
room and saw Mad Jim, stripped of his 
SADF uniform and intent on forcing his 
ample attentions on the semi-conscious 


girlfriend of an old Irish mate from 
Rhodesia days. Burnett had often com¬ 
mented on the Irish who he called 
“heavy drinkers and bad-tempered all.” 
I feared Jim would get to see some of the 
latter evil until the Irishman belched re¬ 
soundingly and slid from view behind an 
overturned coffee table. His lady was 
somewhat better off and not totally una¬ 
ware of what the semi-naked madman 
groping at her crotch was after. Her pro¬ 
tests were becoming increasingly vocal. 

“Burnett,” she screamed, “they can 
put you away for what you’re planning 
to do, you turd.” 

Mad Jim was typically unaffected. 
“Shush, mate, or you’ll wake the Irish. 
If you’d any respect for the man at all, 
you wouldn’t want him to see his girl¬ 
friend in this awful state. Just get the car 
running and take the beer out of the 
refrigerator. Chrissake, if me mum’d 
worn her knickers this tight it’s damned 
certain I’d have been bom five years 
younger.” 

And damned certain this time Mad 
Jim wasn’t going to be cheated out of his 
reward over a polite formality like 
asking. 

•— Wiliam Norris 

* 


BATTLE BLADES 

Continued from page 16 

double-strand Texas barbed wire with 
ease. More revealing in a different way 
is the absolutely devastating way this 
cutter parts even fine chicken wire. 
Fine wire is sometimes more difficult to 
cut because it is so fine, and it takes a 
wire-cutter that is made with close 
tolerances to cut it in many cases. 

That fact didn’t dawn on me when I 
first began to test the AK bayonet’s 
wire cutting capacity. I wondered why 
the blade of the bayonet was made out 
of precision ground stock. That’s ex¬ 
pensive and unnecessary in a bayonet 
And I wasn’t examining ordinary knife 
steel. The blade had been constructed 
of a grade of steel and a degree of 
hardness and temper that is neither 
needed nor desirable in a knife. This 
steel is of a level of hardness and abra¬ 
sion resistance that is only employed in 
tools that are designed and intended to 
cut metal. That marks the main reason 
why Ivan or his cousins can’t sharpen 
their AK bayonets in the field. The met¬ 
al is so hard and tough that neither a 
file nor hand-held sharpening stone 
will cut it. Add that conclusion to the 
fact that the bevels employed for both 
the cutting edge and the clip are so 
severe that they would not cut flesh 
with any degree of effectiveness if they 
were sharp and I began to understand 
that the designers of this piece were 
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either very, very stupid, or they had 
something else in mind. 

We have talked about the functional 
aspect of the blade and the sheath tip. 
There is also a fine row of non¬ 
functional serrations running for about 
% of the length of the back of the blade 
in some AK bayonet models* These, 
like the false edge ground on the re¬ 
verse side of the clip point, are purely 
for psychological enhancement They 
simply make the bayonet look like 
some sort of high-tech gut-ripper. 
What do we really have here? 

We have a blade on a bayonet that 
will not cut flesh, a blade that cannot be 
sharpened in the field, a blade made 
out of costly, tough, high-grade steel 
by an expensive grinding and milling 
procedure, and a blade that gives a 
soldier a psychological boost by 
appearing to be a deadly weapon 
when it’s not If that were all there was 
to it, the AK bayonet might be dis¬ 
missed as an expensive piece of equip¬ 
ment that doesn’t work too well but 
remains popular with the the troops. 
But we can’t dismiss this concept out of 
hand. The Soviets want Ivan to enjoy 
carrying the AK bayonet and close 
scrutiny of the rest of the sheath, the 
guard, the handle, the pommel, the 
release mechanism, and even the two 
screws that hold the handle and re¬ 
lease mechanism in place show why. 

Once you stop thinking in terms of a 
bayonet or fighting knife and start 
thinking in terms of a wire-cutter, all 
sorts of insights develop, and certain 
engineering features of the AK 
bayonet take on new and significant 
meaning. A bayonet doesn’t neec| an 
expensively milled and ground tool- 
steel blade, or an injection-molded 
phenolic handle that insulates against 
electricity, or a pommel with a protec¬ 
tive shroud cast around the release 
mechanism to prevent jamming or 
accidental release. Neither does a 
bayonet require that the two simple 
screws that hold the handle and re¬ 
lease mechanism in place be staked 
with a punch so that they can’t possibly 
come loose unless there is something 
intended beyond the obvious function 
of a bayonet — such as anti-shock 
electrical insulation which might be lost 
if the fit of the handle were disturbed. If 
that sounds like wild speculation or 
second-guessing the Soviet military 
mind, take a look at the rest of the 
package: sheath, guard and the AK 
series weapons themselves. 

We have already described the sim¬ 
ple but highly-effecfive wire-cutter that 
is formed by the tip of the sheath. The 
rest of the sheath is a very durable and 
robust metal envelope that covers the 
blade. Just the sort of thing that you 
would grab and use to pry on some¬ 
thing. And the top half of the sheath — 
the part you grab with your hand — is 


insulated against electrical shock. Not 
just a little insulation, mind you, but a 
good, solid, black rubber shroud that is 
at least Va — and in some places a full 
V4-inch — thick. Further, the sheath 
attaches to the belt with a simple little 
leather harness that allows it to be 
quickly and easily removed from the 
bearer’s belt without removing or 
loosening any other load-carrying 
equipment. The insulation remains un- 
disturbed during the removal. It 
should. It is one half of the wire-cutter. 

The guard of the AK bayonet, like 
the rest of the piece, was designed to 
function as more than a guard on your 
basic bayonet. It is a very strong cast¬ 
ing, and is attached to the blade by two 
very robust rivets. Most guards on 
fighting knives and bayonets simply 
slide over the tang and are held in 
place by the handle. Additional ex¬ 
pense and effort were expended here 
because the men who designed this 
little jewel wanted more than a com¬ 
mon bayonet or a simple, hand-held 
wire-cutter. If they had not, a simple 
slide-on guard would have been suffi¬ 
cient. By riveting the guard, they allow 
it to work as a fulcrum when the cutting 
function is employed and the bayonet 
is in place on the rifle. Simply rest the 
sheath half of the cutter on the ground 
and steady it with your foot on the 
insulation covering the sheath, grab 
the AK-47 by the stock and heat shield, 
pick up the wire in the jaws of the 
combination, and push. There is very 
little wire I know of that can’t be cut 
with a fulcrum and a 30-inch lever. 
American troops who used the flash 
suppressor on their early Ml6s to snap 
the wire on C-ration boxes would have 
appreciated this type of feature. 

If the wire happens to be electrified, 
no sweat The AK stock and heat shield 
provide electrical insulation on one 
end, and the rubber coating on the 
sheath provides it on the other. It all 
makes for one hell of a good combat 
wire-cutter, and one that the troop 
won’t throw away. As mentioned pre¬ 
viously, even if he hasn’t encountered 
wire, he’ll hold onto something that 
looks like a knife. 

Several simple conclusions for the 
American fighting man come out of all 
this. If Ivan or anyone else comes at 
you with an AK bayonet in his hand 
and a knife-fight on his mind, he’s due 
to be dead meat in short order — pre¬ 
suming you have a better weapon in 
your hand and know how to use it. 
Don’t be overly-concerned about the 
AK bayonet as a trench knife. It is near¬ 
ly impossible to cut someone with one 
of the .things, and almost as hard to 
effectively stab unless there is a rifle 
attached behind the blade. A con¬ 
frontation between a man armed with 
a proper fighting knife and someone 
waving an AK bayonet around almost 


DEFEAT ANY 
ATTACKER.... 



INSTANTLY! 

STUN GUN 

40,000 volts will instantly 
“scramble" an attacker’s ner¬ 
vous system causing immed¬ 
iate (temporary) paralysis! 
By simply touching your 
attacker anywhere he will drop 
helpless even through many 
layers of clothing. But not 
lethal. 

SAFE * LEGAL * EFFECTIVE 

STUN GUN. $69.95 

Ckirftr/kittiry.$14.95 

(unit must use rechargeable 
9-volt battery) 


BUTTERFLY KNIVES 

All blades 440 stainless, 5" closed. 
Guaranteed quality. 

1. Brass lining, stainless handle 

.. $15.96 

2. Black silicon coated blade, skeleton 
handle plated black. 

43M3"Hi*1 . $24.95 

3. Black silicon coated blade, skeleton 
handle, antique brass plated. 

-SSfett-Nral . .$24.95 


NINJA HAND CLAWS 

Used for climbing or self-defense. 
Adjustable straps. 

NMH00.$24.95 pr. 



AUTOMATIC TELESCOPIC 
POLICE BATON 

Heavy duty model. Press release lever and chromed heavy steel 
tubes lock into place. Comes with leather holster. 

. Now $24,95 



NINJA SWORD 

This is it! Authentic styled sword features a 24" tempered steel 
blade that can be sharpened to a fine edge. Black braided 
handle, square steel guaid, black lacquered wood case (stand 
not included). 

*WF04..... . $13100 

MS-01 ItUnd) ..... $14,25 


LARGEST SELECTION OF MARTIAL ART 
WEAPONS - SOME TOO 0ANGER0US TO 
ADVERTISE. SEND FOR CATALOG TOO AY' 


Send to: DRAG ON MASTER 

1474 Monterey Pass Rd. Dept. SF Monterey Pk.. CA 91754 


Qty. 


Description 


Price 


Total 


Shipping charges: 

up to $ 20 .... $l.gs 
up to $50 ... ... $3.00 
over $50 ....... $5.00 

□ Visa □ Mastercard 

Card No __ 

Name — 

A ddress ____ 

City —--- State . 


CA 6 V 2 % tax 

Shipping 
C.O.D. Total 
Accepted 

exp date 


-Zip. 
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qualifies as an unfair fight — but then 
that’s the idea as I see it and why I 
make fighting knives. Even our issue 
KA-BAR is far superior as a hand-held 
fighting knife. 

Soviet planners obviously feel that a 
good wire-cutter is much more 1 vital to 
their interests than a good fighting 
knife or a good bayonet. They have 
elected to expend a great deal of 
thought and no little manufacturing 
effort and expense to design such an 
implement. They also want to ensure 
Soviet troops have this tool in their 
possession in combat, so it was given 
the appearance of a weapon to hide its 
basically non-lethal function and pre¬ 
vent its being discarded at the first 
available opportunity. This, along with 
the great care and effort expended to 
make this wire-cutter shockproof and 
100 percent reliable — remember the 
shroud around the release mechanism 
and the staked assembly screws — 
shows the very great emphasis the 
Soviets place on being able to breach a 
wire perimeter. They want to be abso¬ 
lutely certain that anyone who makes it 
to the wire won’t have an equipment 
failure in his wire-cutter when he gets 
there. They want to be positive that the 
first man to reach the wire in an assault 
is able to cut it before the defenders 
can blow him away. With the AK 
bayonet they have given him a tool 
that will get the job done. Both clever 
and devious, it is well engineered and 
skillfully made. It is a very good wire- 
cutter that will get you killed in a knife 
fight. It is obvious from this piece of 
equipment that those in charge of 
Soviet infantry tactics see no real 
potential for the average infantryman 
to face a knife-fight situation on the 
modem battlefield. 

They expect wire, and they plan to 
cut it ^ 


DE-BRIEF 

Continued from page 4 

The first tentative steps have been 
taken in the formation of the Joint 
Special Operations Agency which 
oversees all military special opera¬ 
tions and advises the JCS on anti¬ 
terrorist activities. We support that 
and applaud the emphasis on quick- 
strike reactions by Army Special 
Forces and Rangers, Navy SEALs, Air 
Force Special Operations units and 
Marine Recon outfits. Even more 
loudly, we applaud the attitude of 
President Reagan who backed his 
military bets with a National Secur¬ 
ity Decision Directive which allows 
military or paramilitary strikes to 
prevent terrorist attacks against 
America and her allies — and to pun¬ 
ish the attackers. 

It’s about time we learned that 
turning the other cheek to terrorists 
simply invites another slap. ^ 



Something New For The Gun Man 

Qkmtm & Guns 

Color Prints 

Firearms & Females Together 
In Unforgettable Combination 
Bikinis To Evening Gowns 

Photographs 
Printed on Heavy Paper 

3 - 8 x 10 s $7.00 

5 - 8 x 10 s $10.00 

5 - 5 x 7s $8.00 


L ° ve,v ^ > Wlth<^^ aut,ful 
IVomen ' ^^Weapons 



Delta Products • P.O. Box 1 • Walnut Grove, CA 95690 

Please state magazine in which ad was seen 


BULLETIN BOARD 

Continued from page 10 


S POTLIGHT 
BRIGHTENS... 

In the wake of the deaths of CMA 
members Jim Powell and Dana 
Parker (See “CMA in Central 
America,” page 75,) questions from 
the world press showed that SOF is 
widely considered to be the only 
authoritative source for information 
on the “private sector military” — 
or, if you prefer, soldiers of fortune. 
This attention and 85 reporters at 
the ’84 SOF Convention spawned 
the most balanced stories about the 
magazine we have ever seen. 

Both ABC and NBC featured SOF 
in their evening news broadcasts, 
including Fred Francis' impartial 
four-minute segment on NBC. Since 
then. SOF has had PBS and West 
German TV network crews trooping 
through our offices. 

SOF has been cited for 
effectiveness both in reporting on 
and participating in private sector 
efforts to fight communism. In an 
NBC broadcast. Atlactl Bn. CO Maj. 
Armando Azmitia stated. “Before 
[SOF] started to help us. we could 
anticipate that 50 percent of our 
machine guns were going to fail in 
the field. And right now. we have 
almost zero malfunctions.'' 

Azmitia credited that record to 
Pete Kokalis' small-arms 
maintenance training missions. 


A rde 
SPLIT... 

Injured by a bomb blast, and 
expelled from Alianza Revolucionavia 
Democratica Nicaraguense (ARDE) 
by a 19-1 council vote. Eden 
Pastora is trying to keep what little 
he has left by continuing to call his 
remaining supporters “ARDE." 
Commander Zero is the only person 
who can benefit from this 
misrepresentation, since most 
norteamericanos won't know the 
difference. 

Americans solicited for aid by 
ARDE should make sure 
contributions are going to the 
reformed ARDE under Alfonso 
Robelo. since they are now planning 
combined ops with the FDN. 

* 
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COMBAT 

WEAPONCRAFT 

Continued from page 14 

military weapons do not allow soldiers 
to direct accurate fire in low-light situa¬ 
tions. 

A weapon for combat must be de¬ 
signed with night fighting in mind. 
Much of modem combat since Korea 
has been in irregular or counterin¬ 
surgency warfare. That means in order 
to survive and succeed soldiers must 
fight effectively at night 

When was the last time you zeroed 
your military rifle at night? 

OK, an easier question first. Name 
the world’s battle rifles made without 
issue night sights: FN-FAL, G3, 
FAMAS, AK-47, CETME, MinUl4, 
Steyr AUG, M16A1 and M16A2 .., 
Hardly any type-classified battle rifle of 
any army allows sighted fire at night 

Which issue rifles have night sights? 
Galil, some AKMs ... the list is much 
shorter. 

Deduction: As a grunt in any war 
going on today, you need — but prob¬ 
ably won’t have — functional night 
sights on your issue shoulder weapon. 

Do night sights work? Yes, even in 
daylight. Carrying a Galil in El Salva¬ 
dor, 1 leave the night sights flipped up 
all the time. They look just like the 
high-visibility sights on my combat pis¬ 
tol, and help me in snap shooting. 

So Galil has taken care of the 
Israelis. What about the rest of us? 

Field expedients will be crude, but 
can be helpful. One of the easiest is a 
white string, tied from the rear aperture 
to the front post. You can’t see it in the 
lowest light, and you have to lift your 
head above the normal sighting plane 
to see the string, but once you get the 
hang of it, you can point pretty well at 
close range. Unfortunately, it only 
helps with direction and the real prob¬ 
lem with night shooting is usually 
elevation, shooting too high. 

Another expedient is a chalk line or 
strip of white tape run down the top of 
the barrel and handguard. It’s harder 
to knock off than the string, but to aim 
using this system you must lift the head 
even higher over the weapon. That 
complicates the concern for firing high 
as the muzzle tends to rise with the 
level of the eyes. 

The best bet is to make yourself a 
luminous sight 

It’s not that hard. I’ve had to use 
many different firearms in security 
work in Africa and Central America, 
and I’ve had to install my own night 
sights on all of them except the Galil 
and the AKM. 

Any standard flip-type military aper¬ 
ture sight can be converted without 


affecting the weapon’s combat accura¬ 
cy. File the top of the long-range (300- 
500 meters) aperture sight down level. 
Then file a deep, square notch down to 
the bottom of the aperture. Paint a 
vertical line on the front post and dot 
the standing arms of the rear sight with 
colored luminous paint. To aim at 
night, simply center the luminous ver¬ 
tical line between the two dots, swing 
onto the target, hold and squeeze. 

An even better modification can be 
made by cannibalizing any cheap, five- 
dollar compass. Break the compass 
apart and using a fine knife-blade pry 
off the luminous dots on the compass 
base. Super-glue them to the arms of 
your home-made rear sight Next pry 
off the luminous bar on the compass 
needle and super-glue it to the front 
post Works great 

Manufactured night sights work 
even better. The U.S. military has 
tested an M16 sight with luminous tri¬ 
tium inserts that replaces the existing 
sight without modification. That’s a 
great idea for the front, but we still 
need something for the rear sight. 

The Aimpoint sight is battery po¬ 
wered, adjustable for intensity and ex¬ 
cellent for day or night. The recon pla¬ 
toon commander of the Airborne 
Battalion of the Salvadoran Army is 


presently using an Aimpoint sight, a gift 
from Bill Rogers of Rogers Holster 
Company. He says he likes it for gener¬ 
al use, but it is particularly effective at 
night (The latest model is still smaller 
than the original compact Aimpoint) 
The only problem: changing batteries 
in the field ... if you have them. 

The Armson G. E.G. — my personal 
favorite — is a single-point type scope, 
made for use with both eyes open. The 
O.E.G. is rugged, accurate, and effec¬ 
tive for both day and night shooting 
without modification. It is lit by a re¬ 
placeable radioactive element, 
guaranteed for 10 years. Six were 
given to the Salvadoran Army. The 
Atlacatl Battalion got most of them, 
and one Atlacatl platoon commander 
claims a one-shot kill at a paced-off 
400 meters. RemembeT to use your 
strong eye on the O.E.G. and look at 
your target with the weak eye. It’s a 
hard sight to use for a man with his 
strong eye opposite from his normal 
firing shoulder. 

Every assault rifle in current issue is a 
good combat weapon; You can fire it 
by day or night, and clean it by day or 
night. You can even perform elemen¬ 
tary repairs by day or night 

You ought to be able to sight it by 
day or night. ^ 




DESIGN 

QTY 

SIZE 

S.M.LXL 

1 PRICE 

TOTAL 

Mercenary Sweat Shirt 



$17.95 ea. 

$ 

Mercenary T-Shirt 



$ 7.95 ea. 

$ 

Commie Sweat Shirt 



$17.95 ea. 

$ 

Commie T Shirt 



$ 7.95 ea. 

$ 

Alabama Residents Add 4% tax 

$ 

$ 

Postage/Handling 

$ 1.50 ea. 

$ 


TOTAL 

$ 


CALL TOLL FREE (Outside AL) 1 800 821-6843 

□ Check □ Money Order □ Visa □ MasterCard 

NAME_-__ 

STREET_ . __ 

CITY_ 

CARD # __ 


_STATE, 


ZIP 


_EXP. DATE. 


MERC SHIRTS 

Dept. 13-1 

801 Executive Park Drive 
Suite 105 • P.O. Box 160686 
Mobile, AL 36606 
1 205 471-3947 
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Supply Locker 



Mtri-Htjrh Quality Srrwn Printed Shirt* w 

To order send *8.75 plus *1.25 P&H u»: S 

Micro-Structure* of Florida 

2072 64th Ave. South. Dept. 12 °0 

St. PetershurR. Florida 33712 "O 

Specify S. M. I.. XL FI. Resid. *■ 51. Tax -22 

ForeiRn orders include *2.00 PAH 
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MAG t 


COMBAT GLASSES 

UNDER DEVELOPMENT FOR 5 YRS. 
RECOMMENDED BY BRIG. GEN. JAMES CULVER 
FOR USE 

BY THE UNITED STATES ARMY 


*2495 

ppd. 

Order From: 
Combat Glasses 
Dept. F-1 1710 S. Hillside 
Wichita. KS 672*11 


• Durable nylon 

• Fit comfortably under 
gas and scuba mask 

• Accepts prescription 
lenses. 

MasterCard & Visa 

1-316-684-2362 

ORDER TODAY! 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 


MEN. WOMEN. BOYS. GIRLS 
CURRENT GENUINE MILITARY GOV’T 
ISSUE M-65 FIELD COAT 
Woodland Camouflage and Oliva Groan 


HIDDEN HOOD DRAWCORD 



The latest U.S. Army Field Jacket made of 50% nylon 
and 50% cotton with water repellency. Features a zip-in 
hood, heavy duty front zipper and snaps. Drawcord on 
the hood, waist, and bottom of jacket. Four (4) large out¬ 
side pockets with snaps. Great for skiing, bicycling, 
hunting, hiking, work or leisure. 

Man-Woman Only Boys-Giris Only 

$39.50 $35.95 

SIZES: Men-Women - X-Sml, Sml, Med, Lge, X-Lge 
COLORS: Men-Women - Woodland Camouflage, Olive 
Green, Swat Black, Navy, Safari Khaki, Maroon, Jungle 
Tiger Stripe 

SIZES: Boys-Giris - Sml (4-6), Med (8-10), Lge (12-14), 
X-Lge (16-18) 

COLORS: Boys-Giris - Woodland Camouflage, Olive 
Green, Jungle Tiger Stripe 

State size and color and mail $39.50 or $35.95 plus 
$3.50 per jacket for shipping and handling to: 

ALPINE MILITARY SALES 

P. O. Box 18380, Dept. SOF 
Knoxville, TN 37920-2300 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back 



mM&t 

sijar iS. tm 

'send Kinder 


CREATIVE HORIZONS 



SECRET TELEPHONE 
RECORDING DEVICE 


SPECIAL HALF-PRICE OFFER 
ONLY 

sg&dKf $14.95 

This fantastic miniature electronic device 
turns any tape recorder into a SECRET PHONE 
BUG that silently and automatically records 
both sides of your telephone conversations! 

Connects any cassette tape recorder to your 
telephone anywhere along the phone line. 
Automatically starts tape recorder when phone 
is picked up, records both sides of phone 
conversation with crystal clarity, then turns 
recorder off when phone is hung up! Includes 
atl attachments. Completely self-contained 
unit never needs betteriee! Not to be used for 
surveillance, ALSO, our giant catalogue of 
laser weapons, surveillance devices, and much 
more is included FREE with every order! 100% 
MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE. Send $14.95 + 
2.25 shipping ($17.20) to: 

UNIVERSAL ELECTRONICS, Dept. F-1S 
15015 Ventura Blvd., #1653, Sherman Oaka, CA 
91403. Or send $1.00 for giant catalogue. 



LIVE 
SMOKE 
GRENADES 


For: 

• Law 

Enforce merit 

• Para-MilKary 

• Survival. 

• Hiol Control « 

Dealer fnqurrttis Iffvtteif 



Why fool around with toys when you 
can have the real thing! 

2 Devastating Models Available 

Both with 2-year guarantee! 

#050 COMMANDO GRENADE: 

• Medium to heavy crowd control • Large 
smoke screens • War Games.Volume: 50,000 
cu.ft. HC White: 3 minute burn time; 15 sec. 
fuse delay. 3-pack *13.95 12-pack* *49.95 

#0100 RIOT BUSTER GRENADE: 

• Heavy riot & crowd conditions • Huge 
smoke screens • Military type War Games 
(will blot out a city block!) Volume: 100,000 
cu.ft. HC White: 2.5 -3 min, burn time: 10 sec 
fuse delay. 3-pack *16.95 12-pack' *59.95 

'FREE with each 12-pack purchase: 6 Mini 
Grenades (Volume 3,000 cu.ft. HC White). 

VISA/MC & C.O.D. Phone Orders 
shipped immediately! Call 617-922-8262 

(Free Shipping in Continental U.S.) 
Personal checks held 4 wks. Send SASE for 
FREE catalog (included with order). 

YANKEE MANUFACTURING CO. 

SB Chase Sr. Beverly. MA 01915 


The famous C.I.A. 

“Get out of jail free” card 

An exact reprint of the C.I.A. Covert Opera¬ 
tions I.D. card carried by members of the 
SOG (Studies and Observations Group) in 
S.E. Asia during the Viet Nam Era. 

. .Do not detain or question him! He is 
authorized to wear civilian clothing, carry 
unusual personal weapons, pass into res¬ 
tricted areas, requisition equipment of all 
types .. 

“If he is killed, do not remove this document 
from him! Etc... printed in three colors! 

SOLD AS A WAR $5.00 

RELIC ONLY! guaranteed! 

Devil's Brigade 

Box 392 

Mt. Ida, Arkansas 71957 



The attachment 
that lets you 
open your 
single blade 
knife with 
one hand. 

Attachment for single lock-blade knife gives one hand 
access to your blade with flick of your thumb. Meas¬ 
ure your blade thickness at top edge next to handle. 
Specify size: 1/8”, 1/10", 3/32’’, $2.95 ea.. ppd. Send 
check, cash or money order. 

KURT EHRLICH CO. 

P.O. Box 1525 Royal Oak f Ml 48068-1525 


r ^UARDfaffier 


FROM LOCKED 
AND 
COCKED 



1. Oronanc* *taal construction 
throughout. 

2 . 4 " h»»d*n*d at**l round 
taparwd shaft. 

3. Posltlv* iock Incur** 

■haft will rvamln op*n 
during usa. 

4. Knuri*d positlv* 
grip. Blu* finish— 
similar to a Una 
fir* an*. 

ORDER NO. 
BR-50010 

Send: $29 
(immediate pre 
paid delivery) 


Tha Guarctf thar la ncl 
a knit*. awltchbti:i. 
gravity knif*, din. =14 
Than *r* NO TEDERJIL 
LAWS AGMM5-T ITE 


POWERFUL 
SPRING LOADED 
MECHANISM 

srw^riw iflipt* 

cunllaniMi MtMJtfH Ottll £-1 

mind lends aacurity, whan 1 tuNr 
arm or knlf* will n*v»r do. 1** G-jinl- 
fathar Is th*rs—Instantly a-ilab-a 
—without i'jiE J El:r 
Plasma note: Tha Guardtathar la not a r**»p 
n or mechanical p4*(" -ah* *'■ mMiG a* 
Wad*. but wlF*-- ■ r, F .L (,.,| r pr+t+.:.i 
ductd4*i0*4d ■i|n [iE*E*<ii ip. vwmso 


BRYG’S, INC. 
P.O. Box 1452 
Li I burn, GA 30247 


Dealer Inquires Invited 


138 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


JANUARY 85 





































Aviation 


A.V. Library 



“HELL ON THE WESTERN FRONT” 

80 minutes of unrelenting action 
from the Normandy Beaches to the 
Siegfried Line and crossing the Rhine, 
a living human document of the great¬ 
est military campaign in history. 

Taken from the Armed Forces Ar¬ 
chival program, 'The True Glory,’ this 
remarkable epic depicts graphically 
the savagery of massive armies locked 
in bitter battle. 

An important combat program for 
action buffs. Running Time: 80 Min. 


VHS or BETA 


Only 


$59 


95 


Plus' Try, Try Again'.' Medal of Honor 
Series A crippled 8th AF. bomber 
crippled by Luftwaffe and a semi¬ 
conscious pilot struggles home. A tri¬ 
bute to valor. 

Send to: FERDE GROFE FILMS 
3100 Airport Av«., Santa Monica, CA 90405 
U.S. and Canada, add $2.50 shipping, foreign 
orders, add $3.50. CA res add 6Vi% Sales Tax. 
Visa& Master - include card no. & expiration. 

ORDER TOLL-FREE 
(SOO) 854-0561, axt. 925 
In Calif. (800) 432-7257, «xL 925. 



@t MI6A2 

ASSAULT BRACKET® 

PAT-PEND. 

ADAPTS ALL AR15/M16 WEAPONS 

FOR ASSAULT POSITION CARRY 
• No Weapon Modification* 

• Solid Parkerixed Steal 

• 100% Combat Reliable 

• Satisfaction or Refund 

• Lifetime Warranty 
• Fits 1 Vi” Assault Sling* 

ASSAULT BRACKET . $19.95 
BRACKET W/SUNG.. .$29.95 
Add $1.50 U.S. Postage 
$3.00 Foreign Orders 
Literature SASE 

40 pg. Catalog $2 


COBRA • P.O. Box 30035 • Midwest City. OK 73110 



Smoky Mountain Survivor 

9VS” overall ^ 

5” double edged 
surgical steel Blade. 

Hollow handle 
with water¬ 
tight screw-on cap. 

Sheath included. 

Black finish — 

Comes With Mini Survival Kit! 

Fits in handle compartment. Has M|| ti- 
matches, striking surface, fire starting ^ 

compound, fish nooks, line, & sinkers. w 

All For $ 17.45 yr)W 

Call Toll-Free for Fast Response: 

1 -800-821-5951 in TN: (615) 855-1028 

Mainline Sales, Inc. 

P.O. Box 22545 Chattanooga, TN 37422 

Add $3.00 shipping. COD orders add $1.65 extra. 

Tennessee residents add 7%% sales tax. 

IVe generally ship within 48 hrs. Satisfaction Guaranteed! 
Send for FREE catalog of outdoor merchandise! 


Put A Warning On Your Door 
That Even Criminals Can t Ignore 


THESE 3" x 4 " DRAMATIC, TWO 
COLOR SELF-ADHESIVE WARNING 
STICKERS REALLYGIVE EMTHEIDEA! 

2 • There Is Nothing In Here Worth Your 
Life 

3 • Abandon Hopei All Who Enter Here 

4 • Never Mind The Dog - Beware Of 
Owner 

5 • Rob Someone Else 

6 • Criminals Beware - No Prisoners 
Taken 

7 • Just Keep Moving 

8 • Criminals Beware We Shoot Back 
10 • is There Lile After Death - Trespass 

Here And Find Out 
To order; just send ii • Warning! Trespassers Will Be Shot 
your name and 12 * Notice-AnyoneFound Here At Night 
address with cash wj „ Be Found Here In The Morning 
or money order to: __ 

DELTA PRESS 

716 HARRELL ST., EL DORADO. AR 71730 
60 PAGE CATALOG *1.00 (Free with purchase) 

Phone (501) 862-4772 for credit card orders. 

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 



60 WILDERNESS ACRES 
TO USE AND OWN!!! 

FISHING - HUNTING - BOATING 
SNOWMOBILING 

10 LOCATIONS PLANNED 

$595.00 TOTAL PRICE 

PARTICIPANTS LIMITED 

RESERVE YOUR SITE NOW! 

WRITE TO: 

GEMINI WILDERNESS 
1355 N. MCCARRAN BLVD. 
RENO, NV 89512 

(702) 322-9137 


NEW DESIGNS 

NEW STYLES 




Don’t leave home ~ 
without it. Q*) 


TURN ME ON! 

MUSCLE SHIRTS 

LONG SLEEVE T’S 
T-SHIRTS 

Reach Out 


I'll Flip The Switch 



Touch Someone 



Alt Designs 
©Cloudland 
Enterprises 


50%Cotton 50% Polyester 

COLORS^ 

SS TShirt:Tan& Lt.Bluc Sixcs* 

LS TShirt : Lt.Blue SM.-MED.-LGE.’-XL 

Muscle Shirt: Gray XXL i SST Only!! 

TO ORDER-' PRICES: 

List:Quantity/Size / Item Choice *j*. 58.50 

& Color vSi;i TXi 9 an 

Enclose Total Amt. Due lS T'$t2.00 

U.S. Currency-Only! Musc,e 50 


Ordering g 
By Phone i 




\L 


Add $1.50(ea. order) 
Postage & Handling 

Canada* Add $2 
Foreign.Add 30% 
ALLOW 3-4 WEEKS 


Call 24 HRS. 
615 — 624 ■ 1851 

tL 


OFPT ,__ 

Pi).BOX 3*11 
CHATTANOOGA Y* 37404 


OOGA ,TN 37404 -y. 

iBHa . 



NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS: 

From time to time, we make our list of 
customers’ names and addresses 
available to carefully screened com¬ 
panies to send announcements of their 
products or services. 

If you prefer not to receive such 
mailings, and want your name on our 
subscriber list only, please write us T 
enclosing your mailing label. 

Please address your request to: 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

Attn: Cherry Chavez 
P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, CO 80306 
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TAYLORfSETO 

MCR-11 

TANTO 

Over-all length 
10 3 /4”. 

Black-handled 
gunblued surgical 
steel blade. 
Armour piercing 
point and black 
leather sheath. 

Only $ 37 32 

TAYLOR 

CUTLERY 

P.O. Box 1638 
Kingsport, TN 
37662 




1 - 800 - 251-0254 


The King And 
Sutley Company 

Buy Direct at 
Factory Wholesale Prices 

Viet Nam Jungle Boot 

Rubber lug sole and heel vulcanized to canvas 
upper. Steel reinforced sole — Nylon webbing on 
sides and top. Steel shank — Leather inner sole. 
Available in D Width Only. 



$29 95 List Price 

$19.95 Our Price 


Add $2.00 for shipping and handling. 
Coil 1-615-966-1719 for C.O.D. orders. 
Master Charge and Visa accepted. Send 
number and expiration date. 


Please send checks or money orders to 

The King And Sutley Company 

P.O. BOX 22791 DEPT. SF-15 
KNOXVILLE. TN 37933 



MINI-14 

ACCESSORIES 


BULLETPROOF 

VEST 

Will stop the .357 Magnum, 9mm and 00 
Buck, Meets and exceeds “Threat Level 
II-A" tested in accordance with the NILECJ- 
STD-0101.01, Weighs 2 3 /4 lbs. Fits easily 
under T-shirt. 



Front & Back Protector .. $150.00 ppd. 
Detachable Side Panels ... $27-50 ppd. 

Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov¬ 
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 

MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 

(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1754 
Matthews, N.C. 28105 



TIMBERSHEPHERD ™ 

TIMBERWOLF/GERMAN SHEPHERD HYBRID 

As Men in S.W.A.T. Magazine November 1983 
and Survival Guide Magazine August 1984 



'FRIEND AND PARTNER 


Loyal *10161119601 compaoion for Family Protection *Home 
•Field •“Patrol." 37.5 Timberwolf 62.5Germao Shepherd 4th 
generation hybrids takiog 7 years to produce from North 
American Gray Timberwolves and German Import Shepherds. 

DO NOT CONFUSE The TIMBERSHEPHERD with the V* 
wolf Vi shepherd mix, poorly bred, unpredictable and 
unsuitable as a professionally trained working dog. 
KEENER SENSES of Sight -Hearing -Smell than any 
other domestic breed. 

LONGER LIFE SPAN over the Rottwieler -German 
Shepherd -or Doberman Pincher 
EVEN TEMPERAMENT Ideal for the family with small 
children. The TIMBERSHEPHERD is bred exclusively as 
a superior working dog— Devoted, Useful, Life Long 
Companion 

OUR TRAINING RESOURCES are extensive and most 
credible, employing the latest techniques and standards 
currently in use by the U.S. Dept, of Defence Military 
Working Dog Program. -Family -Home -Law Enforce¬ 
ment ( Public or Private) -Operative -Whatever!!! -Full 
Health -Temperament -Hip Guarantees -Shipping — 
Worldwide. 

LRRP SECURITY SERVICES, INC. 

Box 1620 M-1 A, Aiken, S.C. 29801 (803) 649-5936 
Add $2 for brochure—including SWAT and Survival 
Guide reprints. 


AAA 



Quality Food that 
has a shelf fife of 
5 Years! 

• NO REFRIGERATION NEEDED 

• NUTRITIOUS 

• NO PRESERVATIVES 

• WHOLESALE PRICES AVAILABLE 

• NOT DEHYDRATED 

The most exciting program ever 
available for you. Send $3.00 today 
for brochures and sample pack to: 

M & R ASSOCIATES 
2101 N. Park Lane #31 
Aftus, Oklahoma73521 

_ ± . -w 
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ELITE INSIGNIA! 



French Foreign Legion Para 
metal beret badge. Guaranteed 
original issue, made famous by 
Legionnaires and mercenaries 
worldwide. $8.95, ppd. 



SS death’s-head cloth badge. 
Exactly reproduced using the 
original “bevo" woven con¬ 
struction. Color is black/gray. 

$3.95, ppd. 

Our latest 68 page catalog of 
world military insignia, books and 
gear is $1 (free with any order). 

Lancer Militaria 
Box 100S, Sims, AR 71969 


Never Before In 1 Piece I 


notliinq lnit 
CAMOUFLAGE 


Catalog 



Adult & Children's 
Clothing • Hats 
Belts • Tents • Tarps 
Ralngear • Packs • Sleeping Bags 
"Eyewear • Nets • Paint & Morel 

Send $2.00 In US funds today I 

(Refundable with first purchase} 

PICKY. PICKY. PICKY 

830 G St., Dept. 3, Areata, CA 95521 


Introducing 
My New Hollow Handle 
Survival & Combat Knife 

Non-Glare Mat Combat Finish 


r 

440 c 
Blade with 
Saw Teeth 
That Workl 
13" overall 
length. 

All stainless steel 
construction with 
combat sheath. 



Only 


l 99 oo 


Photo by Mother 
Earth Newt 


■V 


Knives 


Custom Handmade Knives 
by Robert Porrlth 

1922 Spartanburg Hwy. Hendersonville, NC 28739 
Phot* (704) 692-2486 
Send SASE for more information 



mm mm/ 
wamm/m, 

©MM/ 

ass raw*/ 

«■ mm sub 


KNIFE FIGHTING, 
KNIFE THROWING 
FOR COMBAT 

by Michael D. Echanis 



OHARA PUBLICATIONS, INC. 

1813 Victory Place, P.O. Box 7728 Dept. SF 
Burbank, CA 91510-7728 


A book which reveals for the first time, knife 
combat techniques adapted from the 
2,000-year-old art of Hwarang Do, used by 
elite units of the Special Warfare 
branches of the U.S. 

Military. 


No. 129 


Send check or charge with Visa or MasterCard 
(use account no. ana expiration date). 


• California residents add 6% sales tax. 

• L.A. and Bay Area Counties add 6 V 2 %. 

• Shipping and handling: 1 book—$1.00. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES: Please submit tnt’l. M.O. or Bank 
Draft, payable in U.S. funds. Add $2.00 for first item plus 
75« for each additional Item for Postage and Handling. 


NUMB AH ONE T-SHIRTS 

_ “NO UE Gl 1 _ 


T6 


T30 


SIM LOI WA‘ 

■ :jr.. VVcIw Ch.nfic- means tough sh1 VCj 

Money Orders prompt, priority a hipping 

CAPS a T-Stilrt, $ 9 .”Eadi tindudespSM 

f Shirts Screened Front & Back: "No Cheap Charlie!" I 

05 available if specified; STATE SIZE & STYLE NO 

For Overseas Air Mari add $2.25/tfem 


SIN LOI PRODUCTIONS Inc. [SLPI] 
1105 N. Main St. Suite 2A No. 2 
Gainesville, FL 32601 


We Cotv Many VIETNAM T-Shny 

Send $2 for Catalog [free with purchase] 





SWITT • SILENT • DEADLY 



anklebag 

“Invisible carry-all” 

Carry wallet, cigarettes, 
lighter, comb, pen, keys 
etc 

Enjoy pocketless fashion 
while protecting your 
valuables 

Made from lightweight 
washable stretch synthe¬ 
tic with velcro closure for 
safety and proper fit 

Two side pockets with ad¬ 
justable flaps plus two 
insert compartments 

In navy or black with red 
trim (as available) 

Absolutely unconditio¬ 
nally guaranteed or your 
money refunded 

ANKLER DESIGNS, P.O. BOX 5636 

San Juan, Puerto Rico 00905 
(809) 727-6500 

Please send me- Ankiebags at $11 00 each. 

two for $20 00 Postage & Handhnq included 
_Check_MO-MasterCard -Visa 




Card number- 

Interbank number-Exp date- 

Name- 

Address —-- 

City-State -Zip- 

US Pat Des 258. 246 


prom? 


Avoid BIG BROTHER... 

Best techniques ever published 
for creating COMPLETE PRIVACY! 

■ Avoid Surveillance, Eavesdropping 

■ Become “Invisible” to Investigators 

■ Stop Generating Financial Records 

■ Receive Confidential Mail — Safely 

■ Stay out of Government Files 

■ How to Eliminate Negative Records 

■ Begin Creating Helpful New Records 

■ Hiding Your Assets 

■ Banking Alternatives 

■ Privacy from Taxes 

■ “Low Profile” Secnsls 

■ Hideouts; Deep Covbi 

■ Multiple Addresses 

■ Using other “Names” 

■ How to “Disappear 1 ’ 

ALL THE PRIVACY YOU 
Don’t wait! Order TODAY! ONLY $14”, 

EDEN PRESS • 11623 Slater "C” 
Box 8410-AP • Fountain Valley, CA 92728 


■YES! Send m \e PRIVACY. 
gEnclosed is 14.95 □ check □ money order. 
g(Calif. residents please add 6% sales tax.) 

■ □ Send latest Book Catalog — FREE 

®Name_______ 

^Address_ 

■City __ 

pState— _zip_ 
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Support AFGHAN 
FREEDOM FIGHTERS 


gurrvn i 

THE BRAVE V 
PEOPLE OF V 
AFGHANISTAN \ 

IN THEIR FIGHT v 
FOR FREEDOM AGAINST SOVIET \ 
AGRESSION AND OCCUPATION. 


All funds collected will be donated 
to pro-western Afghan resistance 
groups selected by the SOF staff. 
These funds will be used solely for 
the purchase of arms, ammunition 
and medical supplies as specified 
by the groups receiving assistance. 
No funds collected will be expend¬ 
ed for salaries or administration. 

Donations are NOT tax deductable. 
Send your donation to: 

Afghan Freedorrf Fighters’ Fund 
Box 693 

Boulder, CO 80306 


LEARN GUN REPAIR 


YOU CAN BE AN EXPERT 
GUNSMITH IN LESS THAN 
SIX MONTHS 

START NOW AND EARN YOUR DIPLOMA w, 

AT HOME IN YOUR SPARE TIME. 

OUR FAMOUS STAFF OF EXPERTS WILL TEACH YOU: 

• BASIC/MASTER GUN REPAIR • CUSTOMIZING • CHOKES 

• ACCURIZING • BLUEING • SPORTERIZING • SCOPES 

• BALLISTICS SECRETS • HOW TO BUY WHOLESALE 

• RELOADING FOR PISTOL AND RIFLE • SHOTGUNS 

• HOW TO GET YOUR FEOERAL FIREARMS LICENSE 

PLUS MUCH MORE! 

PROVEN METHODS—CHARTS— EXPLODED VIEWS 
ACCREDITED & APPROVED BY STATE & NATIONAL 
AGENCIES & BY THE V.A. FOR Gl BENEFITS 
OVER 40,000 STUDENTS SINCE 1946 
MAIL TODAY OR CALL (602) 990-8346 

Please RUSH lull info on how I can become a profes^T 
siona! gunsmith the QUICK, easy home study way. 
No obligation. No salesman will call. 

NAME _ ACE - 



MODERN GUN REPAIR SCHOOL dept. GA15 
2538 N. 8TH ST., PHOENIX, ARIZONA 85006 



LEGIONNAIRES 


SURVIVAL 


BOOT 


KNIFE 


ONLY 

s-j2 95 


Double edge 440 stainless 
steel blade. Full tang one 
piece construction. Leather 
sheath with quick release 
snap and metal boot/belt 
clip. Money Back Guaranteed 
If Not Fullv Satisfied!! 


Add $1.05 Hndl. 


Model 

K-99-A 


WESTBURY SALES CO. DEPT. BK-1-SF 

373 Maple Avenue, Weatbury, New York 11590 
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OFFICIAL 
SOF BERET 
& INSIGNIA 


TOP 

QUALITY 
RED BERET 

made to U.S. GoV't specifications $13.00 
post-paid, SOF COLORED ENAMELED 
INSIGNIA $7.00 post-paid. Specify beret 
size. 

SOF EXCHANGE — P.O. Box 687 
Dept. 1/65 — Boulder. CO 60306 



Our blowgun has a .625 I.D. Constructed ol heavy 16 
gauge steel, it is 40 inches long. The end is chamfered to 
remove any burrs that might deflect darts. Our blowgun has 
a special durable black baked-on finish. It weighs about 1 V> 
lbs. and is very strong — a weapon in itself. 

Our dart dip slides on to the blowgun easily and each one 
is designed to hold 12 darts. Our mouthpieces are curved to 
fit the mouth and are flat on top and bottom for men with 
mustaches and beards. 

When a rubber tip is placed on the end it becomes an 
excellent hiking stick, cane, club or rifle rest. 

The bayonet spear is round and slides over the end of the 
blowgun. It has a screw clamp to hold it securely. Darts can 
be shot with the bayonet in position. 


BLOW GUN 27.50 ea. 

DART CLIP - 24 TARGET DARTS 
6 BROADHEAD DARTS 
6 STUN DARTS and RUBBER TIP 




CHILDREN’S SIZES 
NOW AVAILABLE 


Camouflage pants 
6 pocket — $14.95 
Adjustable waist and 
drawstring cuffs. 

Sizes 6-16 


Camouflage shirt 
4 pocket - $14.95, $27.95/set 
Sizes 6-16 


Camouflage T-shirt - $5.25 
Sizes Sm (6-8) Med (10-12) Lge (14-16) 
Camouflage web belt - $2.95, 3/S7.95 
Adjustable with roller type buckle. 

OD on reverse side. 

Black, blue, and khaki also available. 
Camouflage fatigue hats — $4.95 
Sizes XSM for children. 


Request FREE Catalog 

6413 N. Kinzua Ave., Box 46499 ; 
Dept SF-1048, Chicago, II. 60646 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 
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CLASSIFIED 

- X -^ 

CURRENT REQUIREMENTS — All .ads MUST be received 
by the 1 st, three months prior to issue cover date. Ad copy 
must be typed or written clearly with authorizing signa¬ 
ture. telephone number and payment. Advertisers offering 
information packets for a fee must send a sample of pack¬ 
et. Cost per insertion Is $1 per word — $20 minimum. 
Personal classified ads are 50 cents per word — $10 mini¬ 
mum. Name, address and telephone are to be included in 
the count. FOR EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 - 3 words; Boul¬ 
der, Colorado - 2 words; 60306 = 1 word. Abbreviations 
such as A.P., 20mm, U.S., etc., count as one word each. 
Hyphenated words and telephone numbers are counted 
as two words. We reserve the right to defete or change any 
copy which we determine to be objectionable. Mail to 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Classified, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, 
CO 80306. 

READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOF MAGAZINE 
DOES NOT HAVE THE ABILITY TO VERIFY VALIDITY OF 
EVERY ADVERTISEMENT CONTAINED HEREIN. SHOULD 
ANY READER HAVE A PROBLEM WITH PRODUCTS OR 
SERVICES OFFERED BY AN ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD 
SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL IN¬ 
SPECTOR. 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE IS A MAGAZINE OF 
NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL DISTRIBUTION. THERE 
MAY BE PRODUCTS FOR WHICH SALE, POSSESSION OR 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION MAY BE RESTRICTED, 
PROHIBITED OR SUBJECT TO SPECIAL LICENSING RE¬ 
QUIREMENTS IN YOUR STATE. PURCHASERS SHOULD 
CONSULT THE LOCAL LAW-ENFORCEMENT AUTHOR¬ 
ITIES IN THEIR AREA. 


VIETNAM VETERAN 


BUMPERSTICKERS 
$2 ea., 3/$5 or 7/$10 

Send check or money order to: K. Powers, 
PO Box 31852, Richmond, VA 23294 


LE MERCENAIRE! Monthly intelligence newsletter on terror¬ 
ism. communist subversion, covert operations. $12 year. $15 
overseas. Sample $2. LE MERCENAIRE. P.O. Box 507, 
Frederickstown, MO 63645. (90) _ 

FOR SALE. Genuine United States armed-forces surplus clo¬ 
thing. individual equipment, packs, boots, survival gear, first- 
aid packets, etc. Send SI for our latest catalog to Steve J. 
Pedergnana, Jr„ P.O. Box 1Q62. Oak Park, IL 60304, (90) 

FIREWORKS, BUY DIRECT. Price list, send $1 to ACE FIRE- 
WORKS, P.O. Box 221. Dept. F, Conneaut, OH 44030. (92) 

VIETNAM CATALOG (With free -Vietnam Photos") $2. WWII 
catalog $2. WAR SHOP, Rt.l, Box 154, Milford, DE 19963. 

m _ 

WWII GERMAN WAR SOUVENIRS! Includes daggers, 
swords, helmets, everything! Illustrated catalog $10 (refund- 
able). DISCO, Box 331-X, Cedarburg. Wl 530T2. (94) 

MARAUDER’S SURPLUS: A complete listing of field and 
technical manuals: Elite commando and regular army surplus 
at the best prices in the country. Send $1 for catalog to 
MARAUDER S ARMY SURPLUS. 8588 McKee Road. Upatoi, 
GA 31829. (88)_ 

IS SOMEONE LISTENING TO YOUR PHONE CONVERSA¬ 
TIONS? Telephone eavesdropping indicator $100, pocket bug 
detector $45. automatic phone recorder $125, FM Telephone 
wireless transmitter $100. long-range wireless mikes $45 to 
$150, bumper beeper set $800. sound activated recorder 
$150, special listening devices from $50, automatic recorder 
switches $40, new 1985 catalog $2. WYNN ENGINEERING 
COMPANY, 4327 Aspenglen Drive. Houston, TX 77084 (713) 
859-0531. (91)_ 

PLASTIC EXPLOSIVES: Simple, step-by-step instructions to 
make powerful plastic explosives from common ingredients. 
Send money order $10 to: FREEDOM ARMS, Box /072 HSJ, 
Springfield, MO 65801. (90)__ 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, regulations all states and Federal Gun- 
Laws both $4. Police Catalog $2. SCHLESSINGER, P.O. Box 
882, New York, NY 10150._ 

REGULATION INSIGNIA — All military branches and police. 
All genuine. Over 1000 items including rank wings, badges, 
miniature medals, NASA patches. Catalog $2; add $1 il 1st 
class mailing desired. KAUFMAN'S ARMY NAVY GOODS, 
Dept A-501, 1660 Eubank NE. Albuquerque, NM 87112. 
FREE GERMAN WWII RELIC — Free original German WWII 
relic! When ordering catalog of pre-1945 German flags, uni¬ 
forms. daggers, weapons. Illustrated catalog. $5. MILITARIA. 
Box 21-D, Grandy, MN 55029. (89)_ 

CAMOUFLAGE COLLECTION CATALOG — 32 pages — 
$1. Jackets, pants, cloth, caps, berets, insignia, more. Genuine 
Gl. KAUFMAN'S WEST ARMY NAVY GOODS. Dept. A-201, 
1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112._ 

PRIVACY — CONFIDENTIAL MAIL Forwarding Receiving. 
Code name fine, street address, phone available, SASE. 
ORLANDO MAIL DROP. Box 16039§F12, Orlando, FL 32860. 

m _ 

ANTI-BUGGING DEVICES: Locates hidden transmitters fast! 
Pocket unit alerts you to the presence oi a bugging device, 
checks rooms, autos, phones, people. $45 complete, ready to 
use. WYNN ENGINEERING COMPANY. 4327 Aspenglen 
Drive, Houston, TX 77084 (713) 859-0531. Catalog of related 
devices, $2. (91)___ 

RUSSIAN ARMY BELT BUCKLES, Solid Brass w/Russian 
Insignia, $18. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 



“SPECIAL FORCES RING 99 

Large V/2 oz Patch Design 


HAND CAST IN 
STERLING SILVER 
WITH BAKED-ON 
BLACK ENAMEL 

$S9.9$ 

• SEND RING SIZE 

• MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE 

• SEND $2.00 FOR 
BROCHURE (FREE 
WITH ORDER) 


ACTION DESIGNS 

P.O. Box 8372 
Pine Bluff. AR 71611 
(501) 534-5118 


DOG TAGS, GENUINE Gl — Commando black or stainless 
steel. Free brochure. Send stamped envelope. KAUFMAN'S 
WEST ARMY NAVY GOODS. Dept. A-801,1160 Eubank NE, 
Albuquerque, NM 87112._ 

RAY-BAN SUNGLASSES — 25% OFF LIST PRICE. Also, 
USAF/NASA pilot sunglasses. All genuine!! Toll Free ordering 
and immediate shipment. Send long self-addressed stamped 
envelope for free brochure. KAUFMAN'S WEST ARMY AND 
NAVY GOODS, Depl. A-901.1660 Eubank NE. Albuquerque, 
NM 87112. 


BULLETPROOFING! Make body armor, shirts, etc., $3.95. 
Hard Homes, new, cheap technique (plus portable type), 
$6.95. ' Bulletproofing glass", 12.95. ALL THREE. $l6.95! 
ALLIED, Box 41323FH, Phoenix, AZ 8508Q._ 

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY SUPPLY, NEW 1985 listing of 
Uniforms. Equipment & Headgear, 50 cents. I.M.S., box 
21606, Denver, CO 80221 _ 

PEN GUN, .22 cal. you construct with ordinary tools and hard¬ 
ware store materials, $4.95. ENTIUM (R), Box 1650. Carolina, 
PR 00628. (88)____ 

EXPLOSIVES AND INCENDIARIES: Instructions for making 
NAPALM $8.95; SUGAR EXPLOSIVE $8.95; and the easy-to- 
make, extremely destructive steel-burning THERMITE IN¬ 
CENDIARY $12. All three, $20. AMERICAN INDUSTRIES, 
P.O. Box 10073 G.S., Springfield, MO 65808. (90) __ 

GENUINE MEDALS — Collect/Replace Missing U.S./Foreign 
Decorations. Purple Heart $40; Silver Star $40; Bronze Srar 
$35; Legion of Merit $35; Armed Forces Expeditionary $15; 
Vietnam Sen/ice $15: Vietnam Campaign'Sterlinq Yearbar 
$25. Add stamp in trade and $3 Postage. Most others avail¬ 
able. S.A.S.E. FOR FREE LIST. MARTIN LEDERMANN, 21 
Naples Road, Brookline, MA 02146. (617) 731-0000,(86) 
FIREWORKS, High Quality. Fast Service. Price list Si. 
MOUNTAIN STATES NOVELTY, P.O. Box 90007, Casper, 
WY 62609. (92)__ 

DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Fight smart! Protect property. Win 
custody you want. Sharpest tactics. New 228-page book 
$14.95. Guaranteed. Details 25c. EDEN, Box 8410-DD, Foun¬ 
tain Valley. CA 92708. (89) 


NOTICE 

IF YOU OWN A 
PERSONAL FIREARM 
YOU’LL NEED THIS HANDBOOK... 

The gun owner's guide to state regulations for carry¬ 
ing handguns, rifles, and shotguns by private vehicle. 
Also - federal transporting restrictions; bus, train, 
airline policies; mailing rules; laws of Canada and 
Mexico. TRANSPORTING PERSONAL FIRE¬ 
ARMS - 1985 EDITION. $4.95 postpaid from 
Sparrow Publishing House, Dept SF, P.O. Box 
81 7 , Boulder City, Nevada 89005 



NEED PRIVACY FOR YOUR MAIL? Use our address as 
yours Keep your true identity and location secret. Details: M.K. 
& ASSOCIATES. Box 8-F, Buffalo, NY 14212. (88)_ 

ITALIAN STILETTOS! Here's one for your collection. 13" 
overall. 6” polished steel blade, positive front lock, dark handle 
only, $18.95. 9" overall stiletto, polished steel blade, positive 
front lock, dark or white handles, $10.95. Include $2 postage 
and handling. DUFFY ENTERPRISES, P.O. Box L, Dept. SF7, 
Bayville, NX08721. (87)_ 

MILITARY GOODS CATALOG — GENUINE Gl — 32 pages 
$1. Complete with cammo fatigues, LC1 gear and equipment. 
D! hats, dummy grenades, jungle hats, lensatic compasses, 
military books, ponchos, boots, bayonets, and much much 
more. KAUFMAN’S WEST ARMY & NAVY GOODS, Depart- 
ment A-2Q1, 1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112. 


MILITARY HISTORY 

ON VIDEOCASSETTES 

See military history as it happened! World 
War 1 through the Falk lands campaign. The 
other tide of World War II: original German 
/ combat newveels and features of the great 
battles. Rare Allied Army and Air Force documentaries. Also Korea, Vietnam, 
and contemporary Soviet Army. Over 300 titles reproduced from original source 
materials. 6eto/VHS, also PAL Stondard. Reasonable prices, fast service. Write 
or phone for free illustrated catalog. INTERNATIONAL HISTORIC FILMS, 
Box 39015, Chicago, Illinois 60629, Phone 312-436-8051. 



MOVING FAST? Keep a permanent address for as low as $6 a 
month. Not a box number but your own address and suite 
number. Also available — phone number, remailing, mail for¬ 
warding and more. ALL CONFIDENTIAL. For information en¬ 
close a stamp to THE BRANCH OFFICE, 3341 W. Peoria, 
Phoenix, AZ 85029. (602) 993-7534. (88)_ 

COVERT INTELLIGENCE — for the clever man of action. 
Samples $2, $13/year — $17 overseas. HORIZONE, Box 67, 
St. Charles. MO 63302, USA. (89)_ 

KNUCKS — Genuine brass paperweights. Not cheap alumi¬ 
num. $7 postpaid. Immediate shipment. MATTHEWS POLICE 
SUPPLY, P.O. Box 1754, Matthews, NC 28105. (96) 

TATTOOING EQUIPMENT. Colors, machines, designs, ev¬ 
erything needed to start_you in business. Send $1 for catalog 
fo; S & W TATTOOING, Box 263 SF, East Northporl, NY 
11731. (87) 


BOUNTY HUNTING — Legal for anyone and very profitable! 
For lega! statutes and employment information send $2 and 
SASE. Rush orders $3 cash. RESEARCH UNLIMITED. Box 
90, Depew, NY 14043. (89) _ 

CRIMEF1GHTERS. Send $2 for police catalog. B-PEC Dept. 
SF483, 17122 Belifiower Blvd., Bellflower, CA 90706. (87) 

POLICE, FIRE AND RAILROAD badges and patches. Send 

$1 for list or $6 for next 12 monthly lists. BAIRD, Dept. SF1283, 
P.O. Box 444, Los AJamitos, CA 90720. (87) 



MONEY SOLUTIONS! End debts. Get new credit, jobs, de¬ 
grees. Financial privacy. Offshore opportunities. Free catalog. 
EDEN, Box 8410-SF, Fountain Valley. CA 92728. (89) 

FIREWORKS: Fun, Safe, Patriotic: top quality, countless 
items, lowest prices, illustrated catalog $1 (refundable). 
PYRO-SONIC DEVICES, Box 711 SI4, Grand Haven, Ml 
49417. (87)_ 

THE INTELLIGENCE LIBRARY —Many unusual, informative 
books on Electronic Surveillance, '‘creative” Locksmithing, 
Weapons. Investigations, Documents, etc. Free Brochures: 
MENTOR, Dept. G-2, 135-53 Northern Blvd., Flushing, NY 
11354. (92) 

UNUSUAL BOOK OFFER. Save 20% Discount. Famous Pub- 
lishers: Paladin Press. Loompanics. Desert, others! Updated 
Regularly. Guaranteed Best Selection J=£tr tExoftc 
Weaponry, Military, Survival, Total Revenge, Crime, Explo¬ 
sives, Surveillance, Wiretapping, Martial Arts, Knvies, Employ¬ 
ment, Big Brother, Fireworks, Privacy, Investigations, Chemis¬ 
try — and Much More! 100s of exciting titles. Eye-Opening 
Catalog and Free P-38 Can Opener $1 (overseas $3). ALPHA 
PUBLICATIONS, P.O. Box 92-SF, Sharon Center, OH 44274. 
(93)_ 

BRITISH MILITARY SUPPLY. Latest Catalog of Uniforms, 
Equipment & Insignia, $1. B.M.S., Box 21606. Denver, CO 
80221. 


PYROTECHNICS, Smoke Grenades, Aerial Flares, Trip Flare 
Devices, Racket, Whistle, Report Cartridges, Pen Gun Laun¬ 
chers. Catalog $1. AZTEC. Suite 341, 5365 Jimmy Carter 
Blvd., Norcross, GA 30093. _ 

SS AND GERMAN WWII MILITARIA: Insignia, flags, daggers. 

uniforms, camouflage, books. World’s biggest catalog, includ¬ 
ing two large posters, $2 (refundable). KRuPPER, Box 177SF. 
Syracuse, NY 13206. (87) _ 

CAMOUFLAGE TIES! A must for every well dressed out- 

doorsman, Genuine military issue woodland cloth. Choose; 
Pointed End or Straight Fold...$9.95/each; 2 for $18.95. Add 
shipping: $2 first tie; 2 or more $3. KAUFMAN'S, Dept. A-301, 
1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112. Or call tot' free 
(1-800) 545-0933. _ _ 

BRITISH MILITARIA. Royal Air Force, Royal Navy, Royal 

Marines. Parachute Regiment, S.A.S., Insignia, Headwear. 
Badges, Uniforms, Medals, Police "Bobby"Helmets, etc. Send 
$2 tor catalog. BRITISH COLLECTIBLES LTD. Dept. A, 2113 
Wilshire Blvd, Santa Monica. CA 90403. (95) 

30 - 40% OFF GERBER, KERSHAW KNIVES' Redfield, 

Leupold Scopes; Muzzleloaders! Send $1 for complete cata¬ 
log! KNIVES, Dept. SOF, 52 Edmund. Uniontown, PA 15401. 
WILD GEESE SELECTION Customized gold-plated emblems 

for adventurers of distinction. Brochure $1. Refundable. THE 
WILD GEESE, Postfach 1145. 6460 Gelnhausen, WEST 
GERMANY. (89) 


GUN DEALER KIT! Best dealer instructions, applications 

wholesalers, discount supply list — $4 (refundable). ALLIED 
Box 41323FN. Phoenix, AZ 65080. 

M-33 BASEBALL HAND GRENADES. Latest U.S. Issue vw 

moving parts, $6; Mk2 Pineapple Grenades. $7.50. Ore of 
each $15. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 
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FEDERALLY LICENSED EXPLOSIVE DEALER KIT in¬ 

cludes: Application Forms (for Explosive License & Permit), 
Instructions, Federal Explosive Laws, Directory of Explosive 
Manufacturers, Wholesalers & Distributors, Explosive Secu¬ 
rity, Explosive License/Permit Numbering system, Explosive 
Dealers Guide to Explosive Requirements, $5.95; COM¬ 
MERCE IN EXPLOSIVES: The complete book on dealing in 
Explosives and Firearms Covers: License & Permit, Conduct 
of Business and Operations, Administrative Procedures, Re¬ 
cords and Reports, Unlawful Acts, Penalties, Storage Require¬ 
ments, $5.95. STEVE'S GUNS & SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT, 
P.O. Box 780-SOF, Mocksville, NC 27028. (87) 

INVESTIGATOR'S SKIP-TRACING CHECKLIST. New, ex¬ 
panded version packed with valuable tricks for finding “skips,” 
runaways, missing persons, and others in hiding. Track down 
anyone, anywhere. Send $8. COUNTERTECH, Box 5723, 
Bethesda, MD 20814. (88) 


wn4*r StOt 

TMi naw book raveals Hitlaft war machine a* 
navar before. Detail* manpower, tanka, planes. 
V-weapons, and gun*—over 70 graphs, over 60 
tables. Olhar books analyle armies. The Sv, 
* B'-k handbook !*«rles Include),; 

D U.a ARMY ORDER OF SATTlE. PACIFIC 

□ US ARMY ORDER OF BATTLE EUROPE 

u hitlers dying ground where armicsfell- 

U IHE GERMAN REPLACEMENT ARMY* 
a HfUFRS ELITE GUAROS PARAS U-BOATS. SS* 

O THE ITALIAN ARMY HANO0OOK- 
U SOUTHEAST EUROPE Alls 
I) JAPANESE ARMED FORCES 
U THE WAR MACHINE WEAPONS A MANPOWER 

□ GERMAN MILITARY DICTIONARY 

n POLISH SND CORPS HISTORY ISO MAPSI 



GAME PUBLISHING 

3335 Birch Circle (IF ) 
Allentown, PA 18103 4512 


FUSE! 3/32” WATERPROOF SAFETY FUSE. 100V$10; 3007 
$25. Instruction Manuals: M-80, Silver Salute, Cherry Bomb, 
Aerial Bomb, $4 each, all four/$l0. Catalog, $1. GREtNMAN, 
Box 9026E, Peoria, IL 61614. (87) _ 

DISCOUNT EXPLOSIVE BOOKS, silencers, weapons, etc. 

Send $2 CASH for 50% Discount Card List. PER INQUIRY 
PRESS, Box 112205A, San Diego, CA 92111-0160. (88) 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination research materials 

available: Zapruder films, literature, videocassettes. Cataloq 
$2. COLLECTOR'S ARCHIVES, Box 42, Winnipeg, Manitoba 
R3K1Z9 CANADA. (91) ___ 

FIREWORKS — Where to buy firecrackers $3.50 a brick, 


rnahi 

RFD 


#1, Mystic, CT 06355. (90) 


SERVE FEDERAL SUBPOENAS PART TIME. Must be over 

18 and U.S. citizen! Details $2. PROCESS SERVER, Box 
222-F, Quincy, MA 02171. (88) __ 

FOR HIRE: Qualified, literate, rational, experienced profes¬ 

sional with diverse background seeks high-risk, high-paying 

P osition representing private or corporate concerns. Passport 
tii ‘ ‘ “ ‘ 


. . . _,_b concerns.Passport. 

Principals only! CfTOSSBOW, P.O. Box 15424, Colorado 
Springs, CO 80935. (89) 



must. 

BUSHPILOT WI1VOS 

85.95 RHODIUM 
CATALOG WITH PURCHASE 
P.O. Box 20378 • Dallas, TX 75220 

BE A GUN DEALER. Official Federal Firearms License Kit, 
includes: Instructions.Otficial Application Forms (for the NEW 
THREE YEAR FFL), BATP'SOO's' & ADDRESSES, Directory 
of Wholesalers: Firearms, Ammo & Accessories; Manufactur¬ 
ers List, Gun Dealers Guide to Federal Gun Requirements. 
The most complete Federal Firearms License Kit available 
anywhere, $4,95. GC/IV DEALERS BIBLE, the complete book 
on operating a gun store and dealing in guns and ammo. It 
covers over 60 subjects including: Aominstrative Procedures, 
Licensing of Dealers, Conduct of Business, Recordkeeping, 
Filling required Forms, Gun Show Sales, Importation, Exporta¬ 
tion, Mail Order Sales, Out of State Sales and much more 
$4.95. CLASS III LICENSE KIT: Needed to deal in National 
Firearms Act Weapons (Machinequns, etcj FFL REQUIRED 
FOR CLASS III, $2.95. GUN DEALERS RECORD BOOKS: 
Each book contains 1200 entries, heavy duty construction and 
are BOUND to meet all Federal requirements: FIREARMS 
TRANSACTION. AMMO TRANSACTION, $7.95 each. 
STEVE’S GUNS & SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT, P.O. Box 780- 
SOF, Mocksville, NC 27028. (87) _ 

KITCHEN IMPROVISED PLASTIC EXPLOSIVES. The finest 
book available on the subject of improvised plastique explo¬ 
sives. Some of the subjects covered: C-4 from campstove fuel, 
Aspirin plastique, Bleach plastique, Antifreeze plastique, plus 
many many others. $8.50 PPD.INFORMATION PUBLISHING 
CO., P.O. Box 10042, Odessa, TX 79767-0042. (87) 

UNITED MILITIA INTERNATIONAL: Honorary Military Com¬ 
missions now available. Information and applications. Send $3 
(U.S.). COL. D. GEORGE, Box 1224, Albany, OR 97321. (89) 


BEWARE 

OF 

OWNER 


Let them know 3 

you don’t play games. = 

m 

Send: — Bumper Stickers $2.95 ea. 3 
— Signs $5.95 ea. I 

Name__- , -S 

Address---—- Z 

City, State, Zip--- Z 

BEWARE; P.O. Box 171 3 

Mamaroneck, N.Y 10543 - 


SILENCERS. Complete instructions to build your own from 
materials available at most hardware stores, $3. WORLD 
PUBLISHING, P.O. Box 64252, Fayetteville, NC 28306. 

M-80 SALUTES, FIREWORKS, ROCKETS! Fresh from fac¬ 

tory or make your own. We supply everything! Formulas, 
chemicals, fuse, smoke dyes, casings, tools. Kits, MORE! 
Catalog $1. NOR STARR, Box 5585 Pocatello, ID 83202. (95) 

FOREIGN READERS. Attention! Wanted by collector: 
machine gun belts, parts, accessories, tripods and manuals — 
any vintage; assault rifle magazines, etc. Foreign pilot and 
para wings and elite insignia. Tto trades. Price and condition 
1st letter. PETER KOKALIS, 5749 North 41st Place, Phoenix, 
AZ 85018. (TO) ____ 

FOR HIRE: Six year U.S.A.F. — S.E. Asia Vet. Sharp, know¬ 
ledgeable professional with diverse background. Personal 
agent, investigation, missing persons, courier, bodyguard, 
bounty, photo, surveillance, etc. Individual or two-man team. 
All projects considered with utmost discretion and confidential¬ 
ity. DDS, P.O. Box 50787, Palo Alto, CA 94303. (90) 


LIKE THE SUNG DAVID KILLED GOLLIATH WITH 


THE DAVID SUNG I 

I 
I 

ONLY I 

$ 1295 | 



P&H to PHL C0RP. Ohio res. add 6% Sales Tax 

PHL CORP. 

|^489 STATE^D.^ARMA, OH 44134^ 216^ 351-9394 J 


BLASTING WITH CAP AND FUSE. Must reading for every 
survivor’s library. Only $5.98. JOHNSON, P.O. Box 558, Ber- 
nie, MO 63822. (87) 

GERMAN WWII COLLECTORS!! Iron Cross First Class with 
pin back! Only $12.95. Catalog ot pre-1945 relics, $5 (refund- 
able). REICHSRELICS, Box54-DN, Braham, MN 55066. (87) 

“NUKE THE BASTARDS”. Bumper sticker, $2. SS t-shirt, 
$7.95. License plate, $9.95. P.W., Dept. SF, 237 W. Houghton 
Lake Drive, Prudenville, Ml 48651. 

MILITARY MEDALS AND INSIGNIA of South Africa and 
Rhodesia bought, sold, traded. $5,20 subscription refundable 
first purchase.KAP LANS, Box 132, Germiston, SOUTH AFRI- 
CA. (87)___ 

KNOW YOUR ENEMY! First rule of survival. Electronic Sur¬ 
veillance Devices. Details $1/refundable. HUNTER, Box 3132, 
Winston-Salem, NC 27102. (87) 


CRYPTOGRAPHIC SYSTEM 

FYoCrcL Hkil ud Tpltphnw i'lirr.-i'jnirilvinh I rum IrTkliJ#- 
ml#rr#pUin II* Jht ' ifW' EocrjplBB 

TTuk liluplr ihkL-rm used the tabruhmhlc 
'thar Tidl* PtoJ’ Trchra^i#. Yudm cam pule r IkY.- riUivps 
auk?* pwMr Lvf t lEDtnctob M ode--L int j-fcd l. 

-Ifrdtf TlHUJ'. UBjrJuhi'SjuiLb LaiIe urlruni BrohJct 
Vnlj-IZ^.Shpp. L'-impIp-le Kit mLh itm Sfl pjjrp (tpa-TUne 
PkJ fwti tfrUflE. pp T# Ordf r J ehi-ek. ur H.O. 40 

IrJMNiflfljtsTeelCo.- L ¥.. NV -BBlM 


SPECIAL FORCES VIDEO TAPES. Operational Techniques 
FM31-20. FIVE SEPARATE TAPES. Tape I: Intelligence & 
Psychological Operations; 2: Infiltration & Planning; 3: Air Op- 
erations-Communications; 4: Wator Operations-Communica- 
tions; 5: Demoiition-Engineering-Medical Aspects of SF Op¬ 
erations. VHS ONLY. $29.95 each plus $2.95 shipping & hand¬ 
ling. SELF RELIANCE GROUP, 316 California Avenue, Suite 
206, Reno, NV 89509. (90) _ 

SAVANT FOR HIRE: Professional investigator, body guard, 
armed escort, bondsman, and bounty-hunter. Also have know¬ 
ledge of military and counter-terrorism. Am an export of 
weapons and demo. Prefer Central America. SAVANT, P.O. 
Box 348, Athens, GA 30601. (95)__ 

GERMAN WWH MILITARtA, Flags, Knives. Tapes. Send 
-- . ....- - . 3 $ u .. . 


SASE for list; HAMMER, Box : 
46203. (89) 


3149-SF, Indianapolis, IN 


CUSTOM EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS. Enameled Pins, vour 
design, low minimum, excellent quality, low prices, free bbok- 
A,T, PATCH COMPANY, Dept. 133, l . . 


let. A.T, PATCH COMPANY, 
(603) 444*3423. (87) 


, Littleton, NH 03561. 


EX-MARINE, VIETNAM VET seeks dirty work. Will travel, all 
jobs considered. Discretion assured ana expected. Box 7368, 
Chicago, IL 60680. 

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF EXPLOSIVES, C-4, TNT, Nitrog¬ 
lycerine, Poison gasses, Plastic, Detonators, Dynamite, 
Smoke, Tracers, Rockets, Fireworks. Over 500 formulas, in¬ 
structions. Book — $22. FULL AUTO, P.O. Box 1881, Mur- 
freesboro, TN 37133. (98) _ 

U.S. MILITARY INSIGNIA: 1000s of patches stocked. 1940 
through Vietnam. Catalog $1 — refunded. SAUNDERS, Dept. 
SF, Box 414, Vermillion, OH 44089-0414. (87) 



iTTTOli^FmW 

MILITARY MEDALS 

WORLD WAR II * KOREA * VIETNAM ‘ 



Full Size U.S. and Vietnamese Medals. Ribbons. 
Badges, Fine Display Cases, Miniature Medals, 
Personal Service, Display the valuable Medals 
awarded you or your family. Guaranteed I 

CL^T 0 FREE CATALOG! o j|”£| ; 


Write ►► MEDALS. 222S North Dickerson 
T0da^!^Schoomoa^Car1isl^PA17013 


(Prepaid) 


Use 30 Days 
At Our Risk 


Dealer Inquiries Invited 
Super powerful David Sling, I 
The Ultimate survival and ■ 
hunting weapon. Made of the toughest leather. Can be * 
kept in pocket or worn around head. Incredible 600' 
range, turns rocks into deadly projectiles. Hunt birds 
out of the air, kill varments large and small. NOT A TOY. | 
Astound friends, great for Hunters, Farmers, Campers, ■ 
Backpackers or any Sportsman. Comprehensive I 
instruction book included. Send $12.95 + $2.00 for | 


I 


CLEVER, CONCEALABLE KNIVES. Survival knives, gear, 
books. Free information. Dealer inquiries. GREAT LAKES 
DISTRIBUTING, P.O. Box 224, Dept. 1, Greenville, Ml 48838. 
(87)_ 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES FOR HIRE. Short term prefer¬ 
red. All offers held confidential. SOF JOHNSON, Suite 62A, 
3341 W. Peoria Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85029. (87)_ 

REMAILING: West Germany. $2.00 includes postage. Con¬ 
fidential Forwarding, Receiving, Holding. G.C. Mosley, 
Taunuss Strasse 41, 6467 Niedermittlau-Hasselroth, West 
Germany. (87) 

NEW! SPORTSMAN SAFE-T-TIPS for rifles. Helps prevent 
debris from clogging barrel. 24 per pkg. Send $2.98 U.S. to: 
TICKELL DESIGNS INC, 11016 Bridge Rd. Surrey, B.C., 
Canada V3V 3T9 Satisfaction Guaranteed! Dealer inquiries 
welcome! (80) 

MILITARY MEDALS, patches, badges. New Catalog, $1 
(Foreign $2). PAUL SINOR, P.O. Box 12230, Arlington, VA 
22209. (87)_ 

GRENADA! BEIRUT! Beautiful Urgent Fury, and MNF decals, 
4" diameter. USMC-Recon, Special Forces Crest, USAF Para- 
rescue, UDT-SEAL, USMC-Sniper, 2nd Force Recon Co, 
Navy-M.C. Aircrew, Navy Jump Wings, 101st, 02nd. Average 
size 5” x 7”, $2 each, three for $5. ELITE FORCES SUPPLY 
COMPANY, 22 Orchard Street, Newton, NJ 07860._ 

RECON, THE ROLEPLAYING GAME of the Vietnam War, 
$10; The Haiphong Halo, $3.50; Hearts & Minds, $3.50; San 
Sued, $5; Sayaret/Track Commander, $5.98. RPG. INC., Box 
1560-A, Alvin, TX 77512. (96)_ 

NEED TOTAL MAIL PRIVACY? Complete personal/business 
service. Many privacy services/products. Write: SMS-SF1, 
Box 3179, Tempe, AZ 85281 ■ _ 

WORLDWIDE AVIATION and Elite Forces Wings, Badges. 
List 50 cents. HSE MILITARIA SOF, 3794 Dianne Street, Beth- 
page, NY 11714. (87)_ 

FREE VIETNAM CATALOG. Tapes, flags, documents, more. 
Enclose 20 cent stamp to; BIEN HQA PRODUCTIONS, Box 
56, Dept, SOF-4, Fayetteville, AR 72702. _ 

RANGER-AIRBORNE-BODYGUARD TRAINING. Survival/ 
Combat Courses Manual. Details, brochures $2. CSTC, 2100 
N. Broadway, Suite 37, Santa Ana, CA 92706. (87)_ 

TRACERS: Reload your own, reliable, accurate, tong range, 
red burning, military'type tracers, any caliber. Complete in¬ 
struction pamphlet, $15. T.T., Box 2700, Huntington Beach, 
CA 92647. (90) 



Original W-SS Pattern 
CAMOUFLAGE M43 CAP 

REVERSIBLE FALL TO SPRING, WITH INSIGNIA. 

Sizes: 

SM, M, L, XL 

Only $35. 

POSTPAID 


GIANT Catalog of SS Camouflage 
& German Militaria - $2. (Free w/Order) 

KRUPPER 

_BOX 177K • SYRACUSE, N.Y. 13208™ 

DEADLIEST FIGHTING SYSTEM. The feared and formidable 
Black Cobra Art of oriental combat. A dangerous and deadly 
style of fighting. Includes advanced dynamic meditations to 
develop the unstoppable mental state and devastating power. 
Fully illustrated. $10.95 includes postage. GREEN DRAGON 
SOCIETY, Dept. SF, 6810 N. Sheridan, Chicago, IL 60626. 

TO _ = _ ./ 

GERBER MEANS QUALITY! “Guardiancamouflage design 
w/sheath, only $37,50 pp. Catalog $2, FREE with order. 
MICHAEL GOLD * Military & Survival Knives, P.O. Box 43366, 
Highland Hts., QH 44143. (89) 
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EX-PLATOON LEADER USMC Vietnam wants high risk good 
paying work overseas. Dependable, aggressive, fearless. 
MALDONADO, (913) 462-3643. (87)_ 

CUSTOM EMBROIDERED PATCHES. Five patch minimum. 
Your design, any size, shape, colors. Guaranteed. HEIN, Dept. 
303, 4202 N. Drake, Chicago, IL 60618. (97) 

BE A MERCHANT MARINE. Working on American-Flag ves¬ 
sels across the seven seas is only one part of the growing 
worldwide Maritime Industry. Prepare a rewarding career at 
sea. we will show you how ... $5.95. MILITARY SPECIAL¬ 
TIES, P.O. Box 12819-MS3, Winston-Salem, NC 27117-2819. 
(68)_ 

MAN FOR HIRE. All jobs considered. Honest. Reliable. Send 
details to: James William Merritt, 5510 San Diego Avenue, Fort 
Pierce, FL 33450. 

FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION BERET, current issue Green 
Beret & Insignia, $25. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

50,000 MAPS! Intelligence, military, travel; .all kinds, every¬ 
place. $3 (refundable)! ALLIED, Box 41323FO. Phoenix, AZ 
85080._ 

TIGER STRIPE M-65 FIELD JACKETS, made to government 
specifications, $48.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 


BUMPER STICKER: "Crime Control Not Gun Control". $1.50 
each. HARRY BERTRAM, P.O. Box 6373, Wheeling, WV 
26003. 


"BALI-SONG" Phillipine stainless steel butterfly knife, 5" 
dosed, only $28.50 ppd. Bali-Song Manual by Jeff Imada, 
$12.95. Ninja Sword, $72.95. All money back guaranteed. 
ABD SUPPLY COMPANY, P.O. Box 52995, New Orleans, LA 
70152. Catalog, $1. (87) 


Telephone Listening Device 


Record telephone conversations in your 
office or home Connects between any 
cassette or tape recorder and your 
telephone or telephone LINE. Starts 
automatically when phone is answered 
Records both sides of phone conversation. 
Stops recorder when phone is hung up. 
This device is not an answering service. 


Super Powerful 

Wireless Mic 

10 times more powerful than other mics. I 
Transmits up to ’/< mile to any FM radio I 
Easy to assemble kit. 15V battery (not incl.) 

Call (305) 725-1000 or tend 119.95- S1.00 shipping p 
Horn to USI Corp.. P.O. Box SF-2052, Melbourne, FL 32901, 
COD’S accept. For catalog of transmitters, voice scramblers 
and other specialty Hams, enclose $2.00 to USI Corp. 



SPECIAL UNARMED COMBAT SCHOOL. Manila, Philip¬ 
pines and Carson City. Reasonable Rates. Brochure $1, P.O. 
Box 1383, Carson City. NV 89702. __ 

PRIVACY CATALOG — FREE! Discover latest low-Drofile 
techniques. Avoid banks, taxes, surveillance. Hide assets. 
Secret loans. EDEN PRESS, Box 8410-SR, Fountain Valley, 
CA 92728. (92)_ 

KNIVES: Custom, Survival, Historic Weapons, Swords. Un¬ 
beatable prices. Color catalogs, S2. DeINTINES, 107 Summit 
Avenue, S.I.. NY 10306. 

CAMOUFLAGE SUITS AUSTRIAN SPOTTY, British Falk- 
lands, French Algeria, RHODESIAN Security Forces; SPAN¬ 
ISH Speckled. Send $2 bills only for photos and details. 
EMBLETON, 6 Stable View, Yateley, Hants GUI7 7SF, ENG¬ 
LAND.___ 

ARMY DOG TAGS and NECK CHAIN with your name and 
address imprinted. Ideal for children, vacationers, campers. 
Send $3 to REGAN s IP’s, Box 824, Van Nuys, CA 91408. 

CUSTOM IMPRINTED CAPS. We print anything! No mini- 
mums! Free Brochure. CUSTOM CAP COMPANY, Box 341B, 
Westminister, MD 21157. (88) ______ 

EXPLOSIVES, G-4, Nitrogetatine, TNT, Detonators, Smoke, 
Tracers. Rockets, Poison gas. Incendiary, Tear gas, Dyna¬ 
mite. M-SO’s. Easy to make. Manuals $4 each. All for $25. 
INSTRUCTIONS, P.O. Box 1681. Murfreesboro, TN 37133. 

m _ 

MARTIAL ARTS HEADBANDS. Choose From Karate, Kung 
Fu, Ying Yang, Shaolin, Hapkido, Tae Kwon Do, Judo and 
Pangainoon. $3 each postpaid. Any 4 for $10. JAY JAP, 7515 
Bedford, Omaha, NE 68134. 


LATEST MODEL 6 SHOT 

ITALIAN AUTOMATIC TEAR GAS GUN 



Y I P0S1 


POSTPAID 


Fires 22 cal* tear 

g as or blafik ammo. 

olid metal. 6 shot, 
fed* Rapid firing. Wi 
structions & free cleaning rod* 

For self-protection, theatre, dog 
training, sports. Purchaser must 
L -> over 2U Money back guarantee, * 


WESTBURY SALES CO. caiitani.. 
'P.O.BOX 434, Dept. TA-1-SF, Westbury, New York 11590 




Military Goods 
! OVER 460 P9S. 
HUGE NEW CATALOG #12 • 2Vz lbs. 
LISTS • PRICES the 200 

million items we stock. 

1000's of ILLUSTRATIONS 
dr A w/NGS. Loaded with 
New Additions - LATEST 
PRICES on Foreign, U.S., 

Antique, Modern, Military 
Parts & Accessories. Helpful 
Schematics MACHINE GUNS. 

Used by Militaries, Collectors.^ 

Gunsmiths the world over. 


NUMRICH ARMS Dept. 7. W. Hurley. NY 12491 



BOUNTY HUNTER - here is the business as toid by the pro 
himself, Bob Burton. Learn how to get your first job. Irack a 
fugitive, arrest and turn him over to the police. $13 pd, 5Vft" x 
&W, 136 pages, photos. PALADIN PRESS, P.O. Box 1307- 
JMY, Boulder, CO 80306._ 

FOR HIRE: Specialize in unusual high-risk projects. Short or 
long term contracts. Work alone in U.S. and Europe. Profes¬ 
sional and Confidential. Passport. RAPIER, P.O. Box 640263, 
Kenner, LA 70064._ 

MEET LADIES, GENTLEMEN, worldwide through DIRECT 
SERVICE, P.O. Box 1105-SOF, Loxahatchee, FL 33470. (88) 

GUN FOR HIRE all jobs considered. Former police officer, 
presently owns security company. 21 years military experience, 
U.S. Marine Corps (Force Recon), also U.S. Army. Mercenary 
or military assignments preferred. Jim (716) 663-4577, P.O. 
Box 12905, Rochester, NY 14612. Discreet and confidential. 

“ONE RUSSIAN INVASION Can Ruin Your Whole 
Weekend!" Quality Bumpersticker. $2 to BRW ENTER- 
PRISES, 8323 Lincoln, Suite 775F, Westchester, CA 90045. 

UNARMED COMBAT. New method of devastating PRACTtC- 
AL self-defense. Hard-hitting commando style. Leam how to 
win REAL combat. Discover the secrets with this fuity illus¬ 
trated course, $10.95 postpaid. LIBRA ENTERPRISES, 
486(S) Molimo, San Francisco, CA 94127._ 

MERC FOR HIRE, long or short term, outside U.S., qualifica¬ 
tions furnished on serious offers only. R.S.M., P.O. Box 
255234, Sacramento, CA 95825. 

INTERNATIONAL BODYGUARD, courier, investigations, 
rescues, other? Ex-N.B.L, playboy playmates bodyguard, mar¬ 
tial arts instructor. OCCUPANT, P.O. Box 1383, Carson City, 
NV 89702. 


NEED WEAPONS, SAVE MONEY! Become Gun Dealer, FFL 
License Kft; $3.95 or FREE with the 7 publications kit, every¬ 
thing needed to start, $14.95, FREE Discount Catalog, RED- 
DICK, 1821-H Bacon. San Diego, CA 92107. 
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82 Bowery, Oepl. SOF, NYC, N.Y. 10013 



Send '1* refundable wtih order 


MIND BOOSTER. Your mind is your most important weapon. 
Research report, with dosage guide, covers compounds that 
improve reaction time, memory, and learning ability. Only $5. 
Invest in your survival. POLARIS, Box 50118, Chicago. IL 
60650.______ 

.50 CAL MACHINE GUN BELTS. Enhance your fireplace, 
den, place of business with impressive and unique wail display 
of authentic 1943-4 Frankford Arsenal war issue .50 cal. com¬ 
plete shells less powder with steel links for continuous belt. 
Excellent condition. Massive 100 rounds nearly 9 ft. long 
$53.50 plus $8 shipping; 50 rds $29.50 plus $5; 25 rds $17.50 
plus $4. Also artillery shells, etc. "Nation's Largest .50 cal. 
Outlet." JOE JELINEK, 1201F Cottage Grove, Chicago 
Heights, IL 60411 (312) 758-2183, (86)_ 

VIETNAM DESIGNED PRODUCTS — hats, shirts, etc. AND 
can custom make for your organization 1 Send SASE for 
brochure. D & G, Box 12105, Columbus, GA 31907._ 

VERSATILE CONSTRUCTION CREW, all phases of con- 
struction. Combat Vets, Airborne, U.S.M.C., Viet Vets. Qual¬ 
ifications from heavy equipment, demolitions, small arms to 
radio communications. VALHALLA Construction and Design, 
Petersburg, AK 99833. Tel. (907) 772-3951. 

ADVENTURERS FIELD COURSES—All skillsTaught, desert 

training ops. Tactics, weapons, survivalism. Gear provided. 
Application and information $1. EXPLORERS INTERNATION- 
AL, 580 Churchill, Fallon. NV 89406._ 

RISK JOBS PERFORMED. One or two man team to get the 
job done, now. Wo got results. Fee negotiable. Write DUCE, 
P.O. Box 27251, Richmond, VA 23224._ 

FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION KEPI, Issue Kepi Blanc’ with 
Flaming Grenade Insignia. BARF! $60 A.H.A., Box 21606. 
Denver, CO 80221. 


SURVIVAL MAPS MANUAL 41 USA attack fallout, earth¬ 
quake, plague, etc., $4.95. ALLIED, Box 41323FK, Phoenix, 
AZ 80580. _ 

GRENADA INVASION MAPS! First time available, identical to 
maps used by Rangers, 82nd ABN, and Marines during opera¬ 
tion URGENT FURY, ideal for office or den. “Anniversay Spe¬ 
cial", St. George's street map FREE with order. Money back 
guarantee. Send $7.95 plus $1.50 P&H to: R. HENRICH, P.O. 
Box 458, St-Charies, MO 63302. (86) _ 

CHEMICAL FUSE, CASINGS. Everything for making fire¬ 
works. $2 for price list. SQUARE LAKE ENTERPRISES, P.O. 
Box 3673, Logan, UT 84321. (92)_ 

METAL DETECTORS. Find military artifacts, coins, gold and 
silver. Free catalog, write: GOLD MOUNTAIN, 1505 South 
Jupiter, Garland, TX 75042. (88) 

ECHANIS’S KNIFE THROWING & FIGHTING WANTED. 

Reasonable premium paid. R. KAFARSKI, P.O. Box 452, 
Brooklyn, NY 11202. (212) 795-5971 Collect. (87)_ 

SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES and other essential pro¬ 
ducts for survivalists. Largest and most complete selection of 
fresh (no aged military surplus) smoke candles, bombs, pots, 
grenades (eight colors). Best prices with quantity discounts. 
We pay shipping charges. Send $2. (receive $3 credit on first 
purchase) for catalogue. SIGNUS, Box 33712-W4, Phoenix, 
AZ 85067. 


BREAK THE LANGUAGE BARRIER 

with this special message 
to the Soviets in RUSSIAN 


$g50 

In California 
add 6% sales tax 

QUALITY 50/50 T-SHIRT 


INDICATE COLOR/QUANT1TY/S1ZE: 
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S 
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L 

XL 

BUCK0N OLIVE DRAB 






BUCK ON CAMOUFLAGE 






BUCK ON GRAY 






GOLD ON BLUE 







Send Check or Money Order to: 

J.D. RAG IDEAS 

P.O. BOX 365 IMPERIAL BEACH, CA 92032 



MW B 

>KOny 

(KISS MY ASS) 


TRACE MISSING PERSONS. Big Money, Adventure, Leam 
How. P.O.Box 1132H1, Doylestown, PA 18901. (93) 

12 GA. SIGNAL FLARES, 2%", Box of 5, $8 ppd., shipped 
U.P.S. Spedfy red, white, green, yellow, assortment. Certified 
Check or Money Order. H & B ENTERPRISES, P.O. Box 
9638-B, Phoenix, AZ 85068._ 

SILENCER SECRETS REVEALED. Informative technical 
data and detailed drawings on the operating pridples of hand 
gun and rifle silencers. Modem, comprehensive construction 
plans for the amateur or professional. German quality, pride 
and craftmanship. Let us show you how it’s done. Only $5 from: 
HEINZ KESSLER & COMPANY, Silencers and Firearms, 
LTD.. P.O, Box 2181, Dept. SF-2, Union, NJ 07083. 

WORLD CONGRESS OF PARATROOPERS, The video tape 
of our training and jump with the Israeli Paratroopers in 1984 is 
now available. If you missed our unforgettable trip, get the 
tape. Send $59 Money Order Only to: WORLD CONGRESS 
OF PARATROOPERS, Suite 181, 600 West Barry Street, 
Chicago, IL 60657 . Indicate VHS or Beta. (87) 


ARREST Violators^ 

TRAIN^^* ^ 
FAST 
AT 



USE ••• 

SECRET 
EQUIPMENT 
SurvalMdftce Equipment, 
Criminology Kilt, Bedgas. 
Briefest* Telephones, Leg 
Holsteis, loUplek Guns, 
BuKet-Proot Vests, Infrared 
Night Scopes, Rappelling 
“ imam—Plue Much, 


MR 


Wear the Badge of a 

DETECTIVE 


NO PREVIOUS TRAINING NEEDED 

• \ our spirit of adventure, danger, and self 
reliance can lead you to an excitinjecareer 
"opportunity. Solve mysteries, brin* crimi 
'■•nals to justice, protect the innocent 
Experts truide you every step of the way 
Men and women needed to work in chal 
ienjrintf situations, withstanding hard¬ 
ships, make on the spot decisions. Learn 
the latest investigative techniques usinff 
- 1 pecial law enforcement equip¬ 
ment...the same equipment used 
by the FBI, the HA. and the 
Secret Service. Start your own 
investigative agency, Save up 
to 25 ^ and more on all equip- 
_ ment. Send for free details. 
Approved by Calif. Dept, of Public Instruct. 



r THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training — 

DEPT. SF501, P.O. Box 25750, Sant# Ana, CA 927B9 
J Rush me your ' Detective " Career Kit—No talesman will call. 
• fanw . _ . _ 

| Afrjpm. ,___ _ . ___ 

^ Clty/SUlo/flpj____ 
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MILITARY SURPLUS: Chemical/biological warfare equip¬ 
ment, military clothing, equipment, decorations. Setf- 
addressed-stamped-envelope for catalog. JR SALES, Box 
4253F, Lancaster, CA 93539-4253. 

SUBMACHINE GUNS FOR SALE. Thompsons. M-14, Stens, 
Schmeissers, MAC-10, etc. All live and transferrable. ARMS 
INVESTORS MANAGEMENT SERVICE, P.O. Box 1682, 
Grand Island, NE 68802. (87)_ 

COMBAT HISTORY ON VIDEO CASSETTE! WWII. Korea, 
Vietnam. Over 70 programs. Free list for SASE. CMI, P.O. Box 
40461C, Nashville, TN 37204. (88)__ 

POLICE JOBSI Nationwide listing gives qualifications, salary. 
Published bi-monthly. Single issue, $4. Yearly subscription, 
$13. POLICE CAREER Information Digest, Box 1672, Dept. B, 
Eaton Park, FL 33840. (88)_ 

AIRBORNE/ELITE BOOKS our specialty. Also. Vietnam 
material. List $1. THE BATTERY PRESS. INC.. P.O. Box 
3107C, Uptown Station, Nashville, TN 37219. (88)_ 

ARMY RADIOS: CPRC-26 Infantry Manpack Radio, compact, 
transmits-receives 46-54 MHz FM, 6 channels, with battery 
box, antenna, crystal, handset: $22.50 apiece, $42.50/pair, 
good condition. PRC-510 Backpack Radio (Canadian version 
of American PRC-10), transmits-receives 38-55 MHz FM con¬ 
tinuous tuning, with battery box, headset, antenna: $39.50 
apiece, $77.50/pair, good condition, R-390A, premier com¬ 
munications Receiver, .5-30 MHz shortwave, amateur, military 
frequencies, AM-CW-SSB, meters sealed (Government re¬ 
moved, operation unafffected), fair condition: $115, not 
checked: $195, checked. R-108 Vehicular/Field Receiver, 20- 
28 MHz FM: $27.50 mint. ARC-27 Guard Receiver, single 
channel 220-250 MHz aircraft: $12.50 mint. 45-Day- 
Replacement Guarantee. Add $9.50 shipping-handling (ex¬ 
cept R-390A, shipped with shipping charges collect). BAYT- 
RONICS, Dept. SQF, Box 591, Sandusky, OH 44870. 

SNOW CAMOUFLAGE SUITS, 4-pocket overjackel with 
hood, and overtrousers. Unissued British Army Suits, $70. 
B.M.S., Box 21606, Denver. CO 80221. 


SALES REPS WANTED 

Earn $50,000 Plus Part Time! 


Rep the world’s largest most successful 
security company. Sell exciting James 
Bond countersurveillance, security and 
communications systems. 

Your market for these much needed 
products includes police, governments, 
major corporations. 

SMALL INVESTMENT 
SECURED BY INVENTORY 
Contact Mr. Parsons 212-697-6140 

CCS COMMUNICATION CONTROL INC. 
633 Third Ave., Now York, N.Y. 10017 


RANDALL KNIVES *** CUSTOM KNIVES. Immediate deliv¬ 
ery. *++ No fJOfiDiC KNIVES has about 300 in stock 

at all times. Glossy color photos of the knives are included with 
our list. List prices are $2 for RANDALL; $2 for CUSTOM, or 
both for $3. We are Honorary members of the Knifemaker’s 
Guild and a major dealer for RANDALL MADE KNIVES. 
Address NORDIC KNIVES. I634-C4 Copenhagen Drive, Sol- 
vang, CA 93463. Phone (805) 688-3612. (89)_ 

CONFIDENTIAL DEPENDABLE Mail Forwarding'Remailing. 
Free Details! Write POSTAL SHOPPE, 369 East 900 South, 
Salt Lake City, UT 84111._ 

ARMY SURPLUS AND MORE. Complete line Army Surplus, 
Gun Accessories, Knives, Police, Ninja, and Survival Supplies. 
Send $1 (refundable) for price list. HUGH WADE’S OAK- 
SHIRE PLACE, Hwy. 51 South, Union City, TN 38261. (901) 
885-6851. ___ 

SPECIAL FORCES, Ranger, Airborne, Unit Coins, Decals, 
Rashes. 40 cents in stamps for list. PHILLIPS MILITARY, 
West Monticello, Brookhaven, MS 39601.___ 

EASTERN MASS: Why walk with a 5.56mm when you can be 
a tanker with a 105mm? Located in Concord, MA. Wo, C/1 -110 
Armor, are the professionals. Call (617) 369-4807. 

BE A MERCHANT MARINE. Working on American-Flag ves¬ 
sels across the seven seas is only one part of the growing 
worldwide Maritime Industry. Prepare for a rewarding career at 
sea, we will show you how—$5.95. MILITARY SPECIALTIES, 
P.O. Box 12819-SFM, Winston-Saiem, NC 27117-2819. (92) 

MARTIAL ARTS PRODUCTS — Hundreds of items. Send $2 
for full color catalog to WARNER & KERNS, P.O. Box 592215 
AMF, Miami. FL 33159. _ 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE Walked Through The Valley Of 

Death And Have Feared No Evil.' SEND $2 to MILITEX 
SALES, INC., Box 46499, Dept. V-2, Chicago, 1L 60646. 

MAN FOR HIRE: Short term only, work alone, discreet and 
confidential reply. ANDY, P.O. Box 12612, Huntsville, AL 
35802. _ 

"SOS” PENDANT. This new pendant features a screw-off 

locket containing a chart for recording your name and address, 
telephone, family doctor, blood type, medications you’re tak¬ 
ing allergies and nearest relative. Locket is waterproof, $8.35 
ppd, BURNEY LOCKLEAR III, Route 1, Coward, SC 29530. 


FANTASTIC SPACE-AGE 
ELECTRONICS 


LASER WEAPONS, INVISIBLE 
PAIN-FIELD GENERATORS, MORE... 

Survival writar discovers,. .secret 
sources for laser pistols, listening devices, 
ultrasonic pain field generators, paralyzing 
self-defense protectors, true I.R. see-ln-the- 
dark viewers, absolute security systems, bug 
detectors, voice scramblers, micro-trans¬ 
mitters, electronic tracking devices, ultra- 
sophisticated detection and surveillance equip¬ 
ment, police broadcast unscramblers, many 
more too "hot” to print. Send $1.00 for giant 
catalogue (get $2.00 credit) To: 

UNIVERSAL ELECTRONICS, Dept. F-1 
15015 Ventura Blvd., Ste #1653, Sherman Oaks, 


3 ■ HUO , 

BACK ISSUES WANTED. Number 1 thru 62. Send name and 
price to: MARK MATTHIES, 1601 Robinwood Lane, Faribault, 
MN 55021. 

WANTED: STABO RIG. As seen in the Sept 84 issue of 
Soldier of Fortune, page 64. Contact Michael Peters, 801 
Ithaca Place, Sturgeon Bay, Wl 54235. 

"MX” — MILITARY, SURVIVAL MONTHLY. International. 
Countless ads, articles, photos. $12/year, $21/2-year 
(U.S.,Canada); $27/year, Foreign. "MX", P.O. Box 3SF, Tor- 
rington, CT 06790. Sample: $1.50. (88) 

EX-SOLDIER. Experience with several military special opera¬ 
tions teams. Adviser, Central America, Europe. Seeking work 
in Central America. Will go elsewhere. Excellent qualifications. 
T. Davis, 5811 Pearl, Littleton, CO 80121. 

EXCITING BOOK, “How To Find An Oriental Wife," tells how 
to meet, marry Oriental lady of your dreams. Details: SASE. 
STEVENS, Box 235S, Wellsville, NY 14895. 

UNIQUE HANDBOOK. Illustrated methods and techniques 
used by "Mechanics" and "Body Guards". Actual skills taught 
government operatives. Send $10 now! Business Resources & 
Publications Center, Dept. 1, P.O. Box 9448, Salt Lake City, 
UT 84109. 

MERC FOR HIRE: Highly skilled explosive expert. Eight years 
in the military. Will go through training if needed and looking for 
a team. (912) 925-4527, Steven. 

TRACER MAGAZINE: Journal for Professional Investigators. 
Two issue trial subscription-free skip tracer’s check list and 
book catalogue of investigative training manuals. $5 to Nation¬ 
al Association of Investigative Specialists, Box 33244-SF, Au¬ 
stin, TX 78764. 

FEDERAL ALASKAN LAND $2.50/ACRE! Government re¬ 
possessed homes, $1 plus repairs! Lease Canadian land, 
$1/acre/year! Each report $5, all 3 for $9 95. HOMESTEAD, 
4934 East 49th-SOF, Tulsa. OK 74135. (90) 

SECRET MAILBOX. Send and receive mail confidentially. 
Dependable, professional service. Details, SASE. PRIVATE 
POSTMAN, Box 87210(S), San Diego, CA 92138. 

ELP1 FINANCIAL SERVICES. Send stamped envelope for 
frep brochure. ELPI FINANCIAL SERVICES, 5300 Columbia 
Pike, Suite 714, Arlington, VA 22204. 

NOTICE — Remail Service, local checking accounts arranged. 
Your confidentiality assured. For any purpose no questions 
asked, SASE please. E&E SERVICES, 61 Bellot Road, Ring- 
wood, NJ 07456. (88) 

GENUINE BRITISH ARMY SAS Camouflage Smocks, 
$64.50; Black Leather Combat Gloves, $24.50. Include $9.50 
postage. 75 cents for list. JOE'S SURPLUS, Ashgrove Farm, 
Ardfey, BICESTER, Oxfordshire, ENGLAND. 

SURVIVOR’S HANDBOOK! 60 parts; 100s of war/disaster/ 
defense skills illustrated, simplified. $12.95. ALLIED, Box 
41323FJ, Phoenix, AZ 85080. 

RUSSIAN ARMY CAP BADGES. Enlistedman’s Red Star 
$14; Officer's Star in a Wreath. $18. A.H.A., Box 21606, De¬ 
nver, CO 80221. 



“PRIVATE MAILBOX SERVICE” 
in D.C. area 


Use a Box Number for privacy, or 
Suite Nbr for business, telex, copy ser¬ 
vice, notary, mail forwarding, sorting, 
clipping, we’ll even read your mail 
over the phone or send a reply for you. 
MAIL CALL IS FOR YOU, call or 
write NOW: MAIL CALL, 2520 Col¬ 
umbia Pike, Arlington, Va. 22204 
USA (703) 685-1608, 9. 


VIETNAM WAR MAPS. 15 reprints, map list, $3.95. ALLIED. 
Box 41323FG, Phoenix, AZ 85080. 

TELEPHONE RECORDS: Reveals how it's possible to obtain 
list of toll calls made from any number-unlisted-unpublished 
numbers, 1984 Update! Sold for information only! $9.95. THO- 
MAS PUBLICATIONS, Box 33244, Austin, TX 78764. 

FIELD JACKETS! Genuine issue M-65. Camouflage or olive 
drab. $47.95. Liners, $16.95. Request free catalog. MILITEX, 
Box 46499, Dept. SF-942, Chicago, IL 60646. 

AIRBORNE ELITE T-SHIRTS. Commando Black with bold 
insignias of the world Airborne units. Free Brochure. Large 
selection. BATTALION SUPPLY COMPANY, Box 718, Sykes- 
ville. MD 21784. Don’t Delay! 

FOR HIRE: Woman 42, retiring from N.Y. law enforcement 
agency after 20 years. Wants interesting employment. Short 
term or relocation okay. Several graduate degrees as well as 
hard experience. Will consider all serious offers. MKL, P.O. 
Box 166, Village Station, NYC, NY 10014. (88) 

$5 CASH FOR 64 LIST OF WW2 Japanese Militaria. T.KON- 
DQ, 4-2.Chome.Motokubo. Narashino-Shi, Chlba-Ken 275, 
JAPAN._ 

"ILLNESS-PRONE”!?!?! Try “PROPOLIS'’. This stuff's IN¬ 
CREDIBLE!! Nature's “MIRACULOUS", nontoxic/nondrug, 
Antibactericidal, Antlfungicidal, Antigermicidal, Antiseptic, 
Antibiotic for colds, flu's, viruses, acne, shingles, ulcers, pros¬ 
tate disorders, ringworm, colitis, cystitis, stomatltes, sinusitis, 
athletes foot, jock itch, MUCH MORE!! Nutritionally so COM¬ 
PLEX, it "BAFFLES" sciencel FlFTY(2Q0mg) Capsules, 
$7.99/"AIRMAILED!" Request FREE (10-page) pamphlets. 
SELECTLINE, (established 1977), Box 391(SOFFA), Pearl 
City, HAWAII 96782-0391._ 

M-1 CARBINE, AR-15. MINI-14, MAC 10 & 11, H&K 91,93 & 
94, RUGER 10/22, AR-180. UZI, M-1 A. Auto Ordnance 
1927A1 & 1927A5. AP74, AR-7, KG-9, Mini UZI Pistol, AK-22, 
KG-99, Explorer II, Mini KG-99M, Savage 980 & 987, Reming¬ 
ton 552, FN, FN-FAL, FN-LAR. FNC, KG-99AR, Valmets, 
Maddis, AKMs, AKSs, & Galils owners convert to SELECT 
FIRE. $10 for catalog on all above. RJL, Dept. TG, Box 82, 
Clinton Corners, NY 12514. 


GIANT CATALOG 

LATEST ISSUE 

Books on: Survival, First Aid, Self-defense, Full 
auto., Silencers, Firearms, Revenge, Improvised 
Weaponry, Espionage, Pyrotechnics, Police Sci¬ 
ence, Guerilla Warlare, Sabotage, Demolitions 
and much more. 

“Tomorrow's survivors will be 
those who prepared today. ” 

* Quantity Discounts * 

For a rush catalog, send $1.00 to: 

JAMES and COMPANY 
PUBLICATIONS 

Dept. 301 ■ P.O. Box 6674, 
SHAWNEE MISSION, KANSAS 66206 


DRU HARRIS AND ASSOCIATES. International Courier and 
Executive Protection. Telex 4995300 BURXLSA. (89) 

BOOK SALE: War, Wilderness, Medicai, Food, Homestead¬ 
ing, Money, More. Free Confidential Catalog. RICHMAR, 
Dept. Dl, Box 14956. Albuquerque, NM 87191. 

DEEP SEA DIVING. Involve yourself in this high paying field, 
$50-60,000/year. World wide opportunitites. Invaluable em¬ 
ployment information kit. Send $10 to W.A.N. SEA SYSTEMS. 
Employment Division, 1415 Broadway-109. Alameda, CA 
94501. (90) _ 

MAN FOR HIRE. Confidential. Discreet. Dependable. Send 
complete details to: James William Merritt, 5510 San Diego 
Avenue. Fort Pierce, FL 33450, 

FULL-AUTO RUGER 10-22, 1200 rpm. Guaranteed to work, 
materials included, simple and reliable, $10. E. SWEAT, 612 E. 
LaPiala Street, Farmington, NM 87401. (88) _ 

CHILDREN'S CAMOUFLAGE! 6-pocket trousers; 4-pocket 
shirt. Sizes 6-16. $14.95 each or $27.95 set. Request FREE 
Catalog. MILITEX, Box 46439, Dept. SF-943, Chicago, IL 
60646. 


PRIVATE INVESTIGATION home study course. Free in¬ 
formation. CENTRAL INVESTIGATION, Box 1894A, Provo, 
UT 84603. (90) _ 

LEAD SOLDIERS. Unfinished. Approx. 2" tall. You trim and 
paint for gift or display. A fun hobby. 75 cents each. TOM 
RANCOUR, P.O, Box 115, Belle Fourche, SD 55717. 

FOR SALE: ARV FERRETT. Like new. New paint, fast, de¬ 
pendable, iow mileage. Maintained by British Vet. for 8 years. 
For more information, contact Dave Grub, 117V£ W. Glenn 
Avenue, Auburn, AL 36830, or (205) 887-6917. _ 

U.S. ISSUE WOODLAND CAMOUFLAGE FATIGUES, cur- 
rent issue BDU Suits with reinforced elbows, seat S knees. 
Only $45 per suit. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221 

COMBAT COLLEGE! Survive/wm in battle. Sample, course 
listings, catalog, $3 (refundable). Certificate awarded. ALLIED. 
Box 41323FT, Phoenix, AZ 85080. 
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Quality Knives 
from 

Ballard Cutlery 

Here is our selection of gift ideas for the out- 
doorsman. All of the knives shown here have 
blades made of rust-resistant surgical steel, better 
known as 440-C steel—the finest steel available on 
the knife market This steel takes a razor-sharp 
edge and will hold it for a long time. (Rockwell 
hardness in Oscale rated at 57-59). We have, 
without a doubt, the best quality knives for the 
money in the United States today. Furthermore, 
our prices are 20-40% lower than the manufac¬ 
turer's prices. Shop by mail .. . It saves you time 
and money. 


(A) My Gun Buckle, express yourself with a 
buckle, made of pewter, $5.00. (4 for $15.00) 

(B) Camouflage Survival Knife with Compass 
Cap, 10" overall, cast aluminum handle is hollow 
for survival necessities and is watertight. 440 steel 
blade is teflon coated, comes with heavy duty 
olive drab scabbard with sharpening stone. (Mfrs. 

List 33.00) .$25.00. Also available (not shown) 

is Boot Knife Style (double edged) with clip 
sheath. (Mfrs. List 30.00).$21.85. 

(C) Gigantic Survival Knife, 13" overall length, 

with a non-slip handle made of oxidized cast 
aluminum, handle is hollow for survival nec¬ 
essities, the watertight cap has a built-in com¬ 
pass. Complete with heavy cowhide sheath with 
sharpening stone. Bright blade or teflon-coated 
blade (as shown), state preference. (Mfrs. List 
65.00) I.... . ...$45.00 

‘Matches not included for Survival Knives Q & R. 

(D) Derringer Knife, shaped like a pistol, 5" clos¬ 

ed, the hammer of the gun is actually a thumb 
release for backlock (Mfrs. List 16.95)...$12.50 

(E) Manila Folder.® Originated in the Philippine 
Islands and has been the traditional style of that 
country for decades. This one was improved with 
surgical steel blade and a new blade style (half 
front has double edge). Hold one of the handle 
parts and move the wrist in a circular motion and 
the parts will fly open and form themselves into an 
open knive. 5" closed. Solid brass handles. 

(Mfrs. List 40,00) .$28.00 

(F) Shanghai Folder. 5" closed. Same mech¬ 
anism as Manila Folder® but with cast-steel han¬ 
dle. 3 choices: 

Camouflage handle with teflon-coated blade as 


shown (Mfrs. List 25.00). $19.85 

Teflorvcoated handle and blade.$19.85 


Chrome-finished handle and bright blade.$19.85 
Special offer—get any 2 styles at $35.00 

(G) Butterfly Knife In original style, 5%" cast- 

steel handle with black bakelite inlay, stainless 
steel blade...$12.00 (or 2 for $20.00) 

(H) Brass Butterfly, uniquely designed handles 
are crafted from solid brass bars, in two sizes: 

3Vt n closed... .. . . ,$8.00 

5" closed ...... ..$10.00 

(I) Buckshot Knife, shaped like a shotgun shell, 

backlock, 2Vz ,r closed (Mfrs. List 12.00).$9.85 

Also, Rifleman Knife, shaped like a bullet, 2Vi n 
closed, $8.85. Get both at $14.00. 

(K) 100% Surgical Steel Knife, with backlock 

device, 2 V 2 " closed. Light, durable, just right to 
carry in your pocket ... $5.85 

(L) Bear Claw, for necklace or charm, 2" closed, 
genuine mother of pearl scale, 1" blade. Versatile 
gift for guys or gals. (Mfrs. List 18.95), $12.85. 
Special gift offer—2 for $20.00 

(M) Sale! Dragon Knife, 5" closed, backlock, 

beautifully engraved solid brass handle (Mfrs, List 
18.95). ...,. ........ ... only $8.00 


(N) Redneck II, 4" closed, solid stainless steel 
handle, backlock, wooded scene on handle, 
$14.85. Redneck, the original in solid brass han¬ 
dle, still our most popular knife, $14.85. 

Get Redneck I & II at $20.00. 

(O) Sidelock Knife, 4" closed, a lock device is 
built into the front bolster making one-hand opera¬ 
tion possible. Genuine Smoothbone handle with 
engraved and hand-painted Black Widow Spider 
(Mfrs. List 40.00), $25.00. Same Knife without 
engraving (Mfrs. List 32.95), $20.00. 

(P) Pony Knives, 3" closed, with backlock and, of 
course, surgical steel blade. 3 choices: 


Pony I Ebonywood handle ... .$6.85 

Pony II Amber handle (as shown).$7,85 

Pony III Simulated pearl handle. .$7.85 


(Q) Ultra-Lite® Boot Knife. A teflon-coated sur¬ 
gical steel blade, with a non-slip surface handle 
made of oxidized cast aluminum. 9" overall. Com¬ 
plete with leather belt/boot sheath with metal clip. 
Introductory price! $15.00 (Mfrs. List 19.95). 
Also in stock (not shown) with bright finish blade at 
$13.50. 

(R) Skeletonized Boot Knife. 5" overall, 2 V 2 oz. 
light, one-piece construction for strength. Com¬ 
plete with black leather sheath with clip for belt or 
boot, bright finish as shown $12.00 or entirely 
subdued by teflon $12.85. (Get one of each for 
$ 20 . 00 ) 


* Bonus Offer! Silver Monarch, 3" closed, 
regular price $15.00. Get this knife for only $5.00 
if you order $20.00 or more of the other knives in 
this ad. 


CP | Order $20.00 or over, we will send 

■ ■ w w ■ you a 4-piece Steak Knife Set with 
stainless steel blades, absolutely free. This is our 
get acquainted offer. 


ALL ITEMS ... MONEY-BACK 
GUARANTEE IF NOT PLEASED 


HOW TO ORDER: List the items you want and 
send check or money order for immediate 
shipment. Please add $2,00 for postage and 
handling (per order of any size). Be sure to 
give your street address, as we ship U.P.S. 
wherever possible. IL customers add 7% tax. 

You can charge to your MASTERCARD or 
VISA. Send us the card number and the ex¬ 
piration date along with your signature. Send 
order to: 

Ballard Cutlery, Dept. SOF-1 
1495 Brum me! Avenue 
Elk Grove Village, Illinois 60007 
Send $1.00 catalog. Free with order. 
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n you’re determined to survive, 
i leave nothing to chance. 


In a survival situation, 1 
you want the most tin- 
compron liking weapon 
that money can buy. The 
HK 91 Semi- Automatic 
Assault Rifle froili 
Heckler & Koch. 

The HK 91 was derived 
directly from the G3. Its 
delayed roller-locked bolt 
system reduces recoil to 
keep the gun on target. It 
exceeds thefiiost stripgent 
NATO accuracy require¬ 
ments-—right out of] the 
box. And HK’s revolution¬ 


ary scope mounting [system 
guarantees that you’re still 
zeroed-in every time you 
mount your scope. 

Easy to maintain and 
take apart, the HK 91 in 
cal. 308 and the HK 93 
in cal. 223 were both de¬ 
signed as parts of ail in te¬ 
grated gun system. Tlje HK 
system of interchangeable 
parts and accessories enables 
these precision firearms to 
adapt quickly to changing 
tactical situations. 

Leading military oper¬ 
ations and law enforcement 
agencies around the world 
rely on Firearms that beat 
theH&K name. Your choice 
is equally clear. You can 
carry an ordinary weapon. 
Or own the most uncom¬ 
promising firearm 
in the world. 

- €tm 

■ ' color Ifnvi>i\n\ 

until S3 to: 
& ' Heckler & Koch, hit. 

14601 Lev fowl 
Cluunilly, Virginia 22021 


tol. 7 03-631-2X00 


In a world of compromise, some men don’t. 






